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making marijuana legal to buy and consume. The House 
did not override the veto.

Osienski stressed that Delaware is losing tax and other 
revenue because New York and New Jersey already al-
low the legal sale and Maryland will be doing it by July. 
Marijuana use has been decriminalized in Philadelphia, 
meaning you can’t be charged for having small amounts 
in Philadelphia and Allegheny counties, but it’s illegal 
elsewhere.

House Minority Leader Mike Ramone, R-Pike Creek, 
said that Osienski has been working hard to create  
digestible bills, but he wanted to explore the bills more 

Once more Into the breach: 
Osienski refiles marijuana bills
BY BETSY PRICE

Heeeeeeeeeee’ssss back.
Rep. Ed Osienski, D-Newark, filed new versions Fri-

day of his bills to legalize the sale of marijuana and to 
create a marijuana industry in Delaware. He said during 
a press conference that he believes the new legislators 
elected to the General Assembly—which includes many 
progressives—will help him get the votes he needs to 
pass the bills and to override any veto from Gov. John 
Carney.

Osienski’s possession bill passed both the House and 
Senate last year, only to be vetoed by Carney, who has 
repeatedly said nothing has changed his mind about 

fully before commenting on their merits. The biggest 
problem with legalizing marijuana is that it remains a 
controlled substance on federal drug lists, and that  
federal regulations make it difficult to sell or pay for 
mariuana using credit cards and other means.

Ramone said he’s not a fan of filling prisons with  
people who use marijuana. He’d like to see a system set 
up that would control sales in a way that encouraged 
moderate use. He pointed to the use of alcohol, saying 
those products are labelled to tell the consumer exactly 
how much of the drug they are consuming. He’d like to 
see the same thing for marijuana products.

“Will it be abused? Alcohol is abused. Everything’s 
abused by some people,” Ramone said. “But the majority 
of the people I think would be safer and hopefully use it 
in a very safe way.”

Ramone said, “I think the more knowledge people 
have what they’re putting in themselves on a consistent 
basis, the better they can manage themselves without 
the government being in the middle of that.” 
MARIJUANA BILLS SCHEDULING

Osienski said he hopes House Bill 1 and House Bill 2 
will be heard and passed in committee next week, so 
they could be introduced on the House floor when the 
General Assembly returns from its February break.

HB2 is already on the agenda of Tuesday’s noon House 
Revenue and Finance Committee. Watch that hearing 
HERE. HB1 is on the agenda of Wednesday’s 11 a.m. 
House Health and Human Development Committee. 
Watch that hearing HERE.

READ MORE HERE

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
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https://delawarelive.com/carney-vetoes-marijuana-legalization/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=129970
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=129969
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BY RACHEL SWICK MAVITY

Carney: State will focus on jobs, 
schools, safety

Gov. John Carney’s annual State of the State address 
Thursday revolved around the need to bring good jobs 
to the state and make sure people were ready to take 
those jobs. In front of a packed Senate chamber, Carney 
said the people of Delaware want politicians to work  
together to solve problems.

He pointed out that compared to six years ago when 
Delaware faced a deficit, the state today is in solid  
financial shape to help provide good jobs, quality  
education and safe communities. “I’ve never been more 
confident about where we are headed as a state,” Carney 
said.
SEAFORD JOBS

Building a strong economy is Job 1, he said. Carney 
pointed to Seaford, which struggled after the famed 
Nylon factory closed there. Seaford Mayor David Gen-
shaw and his team focused on attracting new businesses 

by investing in the new Western Sussex Business  
Campus and the Seaford Industrial Park, Carney said.
Last year the Royale Group said it would create a $2.35 
million expansion in Seaford that’s expected to create 
29 jobs.

In December, Seaford’s Nylon Capital Shopping  
Center was sold to 9th Street Development Co. It plans 
to invest $60 million to turn it into a multi-purpose 
community facility that includes healthcare services, 
an early learning center, co-working space and a job 
skills center.

Carney pointed to several business investments 
around the state as examples of the types of jobs and 
companies he hopes Delaware will continue to attract.

“Good jobs matter,” Carney said. “Together we are 
building Delaware’s future economy.”

READ MORE HERE

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://governor.delaware.gov/state-of-the-state/
https://delawarelive.com/carney-state-will-focus-on-jobs-schools-safety/
http://citizensforjudicialfairness.org/
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Townsend said in both the hearing and the Senate 
that he didn’t think the May 1 deadline was feasible, but 
it was a goal. An amendment added to the bill would 
require members of the state committee to attend its 
meetings themselves, instead of sending a representa-
tive, but would allow members to continue sending  
representatives to subcommittee hearings.

The state’s move last year to switch all 30,000 retirees 
to a Medicare Advantage plan instead of continuing 
their current specially tailored plan galvanized retiree 
opposition. The retirees accused the state of failing to 
live up to guarantees of health care and of hiding the 
fact that the plan was being changed.

The state argued that it had not been done secretly, but 
in open meetings that various officials attended, and 
that it was necessary to stabilize health care expenses in 
order to be able to continue to provide high quality care 

Bill to add retirees to health 
panels passes Senate
BY BETSY PRICE

Despite vehement opposition from a state retirees’ 
group, a bill that would add retirees to committees that 
help determine health care options overwhelmingly 
passed the Senate Wednesday, just moments after it had 
cleared a committee hearing. Voting against it were 
three Republican senators.

Senate Bill 29, sponsored by Senate Majority Leader 
Bryan Townsend, D-Newark, would give retirees a voice 
by putting one retiree with full voting rights on the State 
Employee Benefits Committee that oversees retiree 
healthcare plans. It also would create the Healthcare 
Benefits Advisory Subcommittee of the State Employee 
Benefits Committee, with three state retirees and four 
members of the General Assembly and give that com-
mittee the power to hold public meetings and make rec-
ommendations about retiree health plans, with a goal of 
doing that by May 1.

for future retirees. After, a group of retirees led by re-
tired state Rep. John Kowalko formed RiseDelaware 
and sued the state.

Superior Court Judge Calvin Scott sided with them, 
saying that the state had promised that health benefits 
would not change, but the Medicare Advantage plan  
included requirements for preauthorization and de-
manded retirees use in-network doctors, big changes. 
He ordered the state to stop their plans. The state later 
allowed retirees to stay on their current plan.

Townsend said there is no process in place to confirm 
what happens next, and his bill would help solve that 
problem.
RETIREES OPPOSE BILL

No, it won’t, Kowalko testified in the Senate Executive 
Committee hearing. Kowalko said RiseDelaware is 
worried that the bill is being fast-tracked and that it was 
only designed to make the General Assembly feel like it 
was doing something.

“Retirees represented by RiseDelaware have concluded 
that this piece of legislation appears to be an attempt by 
the General Assembly leadership and this administration 
to avoid or ignore their responsibility and obligation to 
retirees,” Kowalko said.

Linda Hastings of the Delaware Department of Human 
Resources said that her office does support HR29, but it 
will come with costs, even though the bill says there 
will be none. 

Hastings said that will include $100,000 for salary and 
benefits for someone to organize and oversee the sub-
committee, and likely another $150,000 for consulting 

READ MORE HERE

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.risede.com/
https://delawarelive.com/bill-add-retirees-health-decisions-passes-senate/
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Meet the Learning Collab’s THREE 
parent representatives
BY JAREK RUTZ

The Wilmington Learning Collaborative’s three parent 
representatives share a passion and background for  
social work and educational advocacy. They have similar 
goals they want to address as members of the council 
that will guide the new organization. Those areas include 
mental health services, teacher support and transparency.

Appointed by their school district boards, Red Clay’s 
Jennie Yeow, Christina’s Shanette Graham and Brandy-
wine’s Starr Wilson will help make decisions affecting 
nine city elementary schools across those three school 
districts. They will be three of the 12 board members.

The Collaborative, created last year by the state and 
three school districts, is designed to be a grass-roots  
organization focused on improving classroom outcomes 
and empowering families in the city of Wilmington.

Here’s more about the trio.
Jennie Yeow
Yeow said her priority is to create a vehicle for educa-

tor leadership teams and school community councils to 
influence their schools.  She also wants to make sure 
teachers and students get the proper support by identi-
fying ways to create immediate relief for teachers to have 
more planning time to help students who are falling  
behind. Doing this will hopefully keep teachers in the 
city of Wilmington, she said.

Yeow hopes to connect students to services that will 
address reading challenges.

“I can see that students, teachers and families are  
really struggling,” she said. “It’s hard. It’s really hard to be 

READ MORE HERE

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/meet-the-learning-collabs-3-parent-reps/
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tour by James Brown-Orleans, who, as Banzai then and 
now, is now KJ’s cast mate. KJ’s first performance was at 
the Wilmington Drama League Summer Stock camp, 
where he played Peter Pan and other parts in “Shrek Jr.” 
Playing Tiny Tim in a Candlelight Theatre “Christmas 
Carol” taught him a lot about discipline, in handling 22 
shows in 30 days.

“Five plays and five shows later, he’s in the show,” his 
Broadway bio reads.

His journey also included his father’s return to acting. 
KJ convinced Kenneth to try out for “The Color Purple” 
at the Drama League. Kenneth got cast but almost didn’t 
accept the part. Lucky for KJ, he did, because a cast mate 
in that show suggested that KJ audition for “The Lion 
King.” Just before the deadline last fall, they submitted 
KJ’s video.

Cab student plays Young Simba in 
‘Lion King’ on Broadway
BY KEN MAMMARELLA

The first Broadway show that KJ Johnson saw was 
“The Lion King.” And now the Cab Calloway School of 
the Arts student is in the hit Disney musical, as one of 
two actors playing Young Simba.

When KJ and his father, Kenneth E. Johnson, got the 
news that he was cast, “There was a lot of jumping and 
screaming and being teary-eyed,” Kenneth said. “In 
that moment, it was all worth it.” That “it” included 
multiple auditions by Zoom, many late nights rehears-
ing and filming more than 100 takes of “I Just Can’t 
Wait to Be King.”

KJ (he’s credited on the show’s site as Kenneth E. 
Johnson Jr. but uses KJ for his performances and Insta-
gram  account) debuted on Broadway on Dec. 14. His 
contract with the musical runs through June 4, and it 
could be renewed, his father said. KJ—who’s 4-foot-7 
and 68 pounds—will eventually outgrow the role.

They have moved from their Bear home to an apart-
ment in Weehawken, NJ, right across the Hudson River 
from the Minskoff Theater. “We’re trying to have the 
most normal semblance of life possible,” Kenneth  
explained.

“We created this new schedule for him,” he said, refer-
ring to their online lessons and thanking Cab Dean 
Anthony Gray-Bolden for working with the family so 
he could remain a student at Cab, where he is a vocal 
major. Also helping was the expertise of his mother, 
JaMeta, a school counselor.

“He’s a student actor,” Kenneth said, “and I’m proud-
est that he’s still on the honor roll.”
THE ROAD TO ‘THE LION KING’

The road to Broadway began when KJ was 6 (he just 
turned 12) and saw “The Lion King” and started acting. 
That “Lion King” performance included a backstage READ MORE HERE

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://lionking.com/cast/
https://www.instagram.com/kj_theactor/
https://www.instagram.com/kj_theactor/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Minskoff+Theatre/@40.7579076,-73.9882714,17z/data=!3m2!4b1!5s0x89c258fffb424697:0x6ae48bb3c9b2d57!4m5!3m4!1s0x89c25854ff028707:0xefa8e53f0491a9bb!8m2!3d40.7579076!4d-73.9860774
https://delawarelive.com/cab-student-plays-young-simba-lion-king-broadway/
https://debreastcancer.org/programs/yes2health/
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I-95 cap park would cost $360 
million to $398 million
BY KEN MAMMARELLA

A park over Interstate 95 in downtown Wilmington 
would cost $360 million to $398 million to design and 
construct, according to a new feasibility study. The 
study, prepared for the Wilmington Area Planning 
Council, was endorsed Jan. 17, said Dave Gula, princi-
pal planner for the council.

“The feasibility study will be turned over to the partner 
agencies…to develop a path forward for the project,” he 
continued, referring to the Delaware Department of 
Transportation; the Delaware Transit Corp., a DelDOT 
unit that runs the state’s DART bus system; and the city 
of Wilmington.

“This feasibility study is the first in a series of increas-
ingly detailed technical studies and design documenta-
tion phases to bring greater clarity, features and imple-
mentation into focus,” it said.

The park, as currently envisioned, would cover I-95 
between North Sixth Street, North Jackson Street, Del-
aware Avenue and North Adams St. The 190-page study 
develops those costs by referencing four “similar deck 
parks over federal and state highways”: three in Dallas 
and one over I-95 in Center City Philadelphia.

The study also splits Wilmington’s proposal into three 
two-block phases “as an option if necessary to adjust to 
a funding stream likely to involve federal, state, local 
and other sources.”

And it acknowledges even more money would be 
needed once the park opens. “Crucial to long-term suc-
cess of the park is budgeting for ongoing operations and 
maintenance,” the study said.

READ MORE HERE

COVID-19 doesn’t just crash holiday get-togethers — it cancels 
them. So whatever you’re celebrating this season, make sure 
you’ve gotten your bivalent booster and follow these other 

steps to stay safe and leave COVID out in the cold.  

Stay home if you’re sick.
Get vaccinated and boosted. 

Get tested before and after gatherings.
Wear a mask when cases are high.  

Don’t let COVID-19 freeze 
your holiday season.

For more information, 
visit de.gov/holidays.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
http://wilmapco.org/i95Cap/I95_Draft_Final_Report_12.13.22.pdf
http://www.wilmapco.org/
http://www.wilmapco.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/@39.7501697,-75.5522703,17z
http://www.wilmapco.org/i95cap/
https://delawarelive.com/i-95-cap-park-cost-360-million-398-million/
https://coronavirus.delaware.gov/holiday-recommendations/
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New TWO-story Newark library 
to be built on same site
BY KEN MAMMARELLA

New Castle County has decided to update the Newark 
Free Library on the same site. The new, two-story  
building will have 50% more interior space, and there 
will be 80% more parking, Diana Brown, manager of 
the county’s 10 libraries, said this week.

“Details of what will be inside will be developed with 
public hearings this year,” Brown said. Libraries will be 
still based on books but are growing in other directions. 
“They are ‘civic bridges and centers of community  
engagement,’ Brown told Out & About.

The current building is 26,500 square feet, and a 50% 
expansion would make it as big as the Brandywine and 
Route 9 libraries.

Replacing the 49-year-old building got a big boost a year 
ago when Gov. John Carney announced $40 million in 
American Rescue Plan Act funding for libraries across 

Delaware, Newark Life reported, with $4 million  
allocated for Newark. A lot more money will be needed. 
The county’s newest library, in Middletown, was  
budgeted at $27 million.
PROMINENT SITE FOR NEWARK LIBRARY

The current site has a high profile, being on the  
corner of busy Library Avenue and even busier Main 
Street, and across the street from a post office. It’s walk-
able from downtown, which is considered a big asset 
among urban planners these days. However, it’s not easy 
to get to by driving, since the only entrance to the site is 
on Main Street, which goes one way.

Newark’s library has relocated multiple times, accord-
ing excerpts from Jane M. Tripp’s “History the Newark 
Library,” posted on the Friends of the Newark Free  
Library website.

“The first written record of a library in Newark is 
from around 1860, with it moving among various  
businesses until 1920, when it settled in the Newark 
Academy Building on East Main Street,” Newark Life 
reported. In 1957, St. Thomas Episcopal Church on 
South Main Street and West Delaware Avenue was  
converted to a library, with a house next door later  
becoming a children’s library. The current library was 
dedicated in 1974 and expanded in 2003.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.google.com/maps/search/Newark,+DE+library/@39.6814451,-75.7409052,17z
https://www.newarklifemagazine.com/2022/05/23/400734/the-new-newark-library
https://friendsofthenewarkfreelibrary.com/history-of-nfl
https://delawarelive.com/new-2-story-newark-library-set-for-same-site/
https://delawarelive.com/advertise-with-us/
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Espresso yourself: Four new 
coffee shops open in Delaware
BY PAM GEORGE

In Delaware, the new year started with a jolt—and 
that’s a good thing. Three independently owned coffee 
shops opened last month, proving that you can never 
have too many lattes.

Like cleaners, banks and drug stores, every neighbor-
hood seems to need a coffee shop—which is as it should 
be, according to Nicholas Qaabar, owner of Scout Café 
in Wilmington’s Triangle neighborhood. His new 
restaurant is also near the Ninth Ward and Baynard 
Village. “I want to create a community hub,” he said, a 
common refrain among coffee shop owners.

Here’s the skinny on Delaware’s new spots for your 
daily cup of Joe—or two.

kaffé KARMA.
342 Barley Mill Plaza, Wilmington
Owner Katie Kutler is particular about the spelling 

and look of her new business’s name. But if you talk to 
her for any length of time, you realize that she won’t 
compromise on her vision. KARMA, as she calls it for 

short, hit the ground running last week, and the open-
ing was so successful, the shop had to close for a few 
days to restock. It’s now open from 6 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Coffee shops have often sported a rustic chic ambi-
ance. Not KARMA. Kutler designed a clean white-and-
black space with touches of marble and chrome. The 
shop could easily double as a zen-filled meditation and 
yoga studio—which is precisely the case. Sip coffee by 
day and slide into downward-facing dog in the evening.

“The intention behind KARMA is to become the  
area’s local community hub, focusing on mental health 
and wellness,” says Kutler, who will offer workshops. 
She also has a retail section with wellness products.

The menu reflects the mission. Mushroom coffee, 
turmeric latte and blue matcha tea share the menu board 
with espresso and cappuccino. (Coffee comes from Cer-
emony Coffee Roasters). There is a lengthy list of “toasts,” 
including the Namaste—cashew butter, banana slices, 
hemp and chia seeds and a honey drizzle.

READ MORE HERE

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/expresso-yourself-new-coffee-shops-open/
http://kennyfamilystores.com/
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actually want to pay more in school taxes, which could 
be raised by hundreds or thousands of dollars. Several 
representatives shook their heads “no,” but the newly- 
elected Rep. Deshanna Neal, D-Elsmere, said yes, in a 
heartbeat, if it meant giving more money to schools, 
many of which are severely underfunded. 

“I could be as broke as I don’t know what and I will 
take a raise on anything to make sure these schools are 
safe, healthy environments for our kids,” Neal said. 

Neal said that even if a family no longer has children 
in public school, their neighbors, friends and coworkers 
have children in schools, and it’s every resident’s duty to 
support the future.
PROPERTY REASSESSMENT EXPLAINED

Property values will be assessed by Tyler Technolo-
gies, a public service and software company. The  
reassessments for New Castle, Kent and Sussex counties 
are expected to be completed by 2025, the first reassess-
ment done in Delaware since the 1980s. They were 
prompted by the settlement of the far-reaching ACLU 
lawsuit that also required the state to add millions in 
opportunity funding for underserved children.

Rep. Sean Lynn, D-Dover, pointed out that not every 
school board will vote to raise property taxes by 10%. 

Bill to stop 
school boards 
hiking property 
tax is tabled

BY JAREK RUTZ

A bill that would ban a local school tax increase after 
the statewide property reassessment is completed was 
tabled Wednesday in the House Educaiton Committee 
after a lengthy discussion. House Bill 42, sponsored by 
Rep. Mike Smith, R-Pike Creek, would remove the up-
to-10% increase in school property taxes that current 
law would allow schools boards to levy.

Rep. Rich Collins, R-Millsboro, said a tax increase 
would create political pressure for school board mem-
bers, who would ultimately set the number and vote on 
whether to raise taxes in their districts. 

“We have had thousands of retirees move into Sussex 
County and they’re building very expensive homes,” he 
said, “and for the most part, they don’t have children in 
the schools.”

He asked around the House chamber as to who would 

READ MORE HERE

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.tylertech.com/
https://www.tylertech.com/
https://www.aclu-de.org/en/cases/aclu-de-challenges-states-allocation-resources-schools
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?legislationId=129910
https://delawarelive.com/bill-to-stop-school-boards-hiking-property-tax-tabled/http://
https://furbabypetresort.com/
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inverted itself to 30 applicants competing for six, and at 
the end of that process,  I only arrived at three quality, 
character-based candidates that I could even consider 
handing them a firearm and the authority to use it.”

Each Delaware police agency that applied for grant 
money would be given $50,000 as a base. Additional 
money would be determined by the number of officers 
that department has, but the amount is not detailed in 
the bill.

Johnson said that police officers now leave the profes-
sion as soon as possible, whether that be finding a job 
outside of law enforcement or retiring after 20 years of 
service when pension benefits kick in. 

“I just lost two sergeants last month who both stepped 
off at the earliest possible moment,” Johnson said, “one 
of them at 19 and a half years so he could use his  
remaining terminal leave to get him to 20 years because 

Bill to give police $20 million 
heads to House floor
BY JAREK RUTZ

A bill authorizing a one-time $20 million fund for 
Delaware police agencies to use for recruiting passed 
unanimously through the House Public Safety and 
Homeland Security Committee Wednesday. 

In the same meeting, a bill that would create a sepa-
rate offense for the theft of mail, including packages, 
from a residence was heard, but the vote outcome was 
not clear. 

House Bill 39, sponsored by Rep. Mike Smith, R-Pike 
Creek, would create the Expanded Protection for Our 
Communities and Homes Grant Program through the 
one-time appropriation. The money will likely be used 
to recruit and retain police officers because law enforce-
ment agencies are receiving less applicants in recent years.

“A few short years ago, we had 400 to 500 applicants 
competing for two to three positions,” testified Thomas 
Johnson, Dover’s chief of police. “That has completely 

he’s not interested anymore.”
The funding would not be limited to recruitment.  

Police agencies could promote or encourage careers in 
law enforcement, pay the salaries of newly hired  
officers, pay for overtime to facilitate additional work to 
address issues of local concern, and implement programs 
designed to improve public safety in the area of the 
agency’s jurisdiction.

New Castle County Police Chief Richard McCabe, 
Dover Mayor Robin Christiansen and Milford Mayor 
Archie Campbell all said they’ve experienced colossal 
changes in the number of applicants because of poor 
working conditions.

“I often tell people that my officers work for DNREC, 
because it’s catch and release,” Christiansen said. “While 
that’s kind of humorous, it’s not damn funny.” He was 
alluding to the fact that those arrested often are sent 
back into the community without punishment.

“What incentive is there for a police officer to do his 
job and his duty, to take people in and have them re-
leased back out on the street before the police officers 
can complete their paperwork,” he said. “The perps know 
it, the police officers know it, and there is frustration.”

Johnson said he had an officer last year disarm an  
individual in a confrontation. 

“And on his way back to writing his report, he almost 
collapsed into his chair because he confiscated that very 
same gun less than a year before, and that case was thrown 
out and the property was returned,” he said. “His life 
might have been cut short by a weapon that he actually 
got off the streets within 14 months of the new event.”

READ MORE HERE
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Ankle monitor leads to SIXth man 
charged for dog fighting
BY BETSY PRICE

An ankle monitor led to the arrest of the sixth man 
who has been charged with animal cruelty and more in 
a Seaford dog fighting case. The Office of Animal  
Welfare and state police raided a Seaford resident Jan. 8 
and charged five men then. The officers rescued 14  
animals that day. One died and five required medical 
care. Four of the dogs have been released.

Ronnell Jacobs, 45, of Laurel was arrested Jan. 12, a 
OAW press release said Friday. Jacobs was charged with 
two counts of owning, possessing, keeping or using an 
animal for the purpose of fighting and one count of being 
present at an animal fight, all felonies; and two counts 
of cruelty or neglect to animal, both misdemeanors.

Animal Welfare officers discovered information about 
Jacobs, who fled the scene at the time. He was under the 
supervision of the Department of Corrections’ Proba-
tion and Parole Office and wearing an ankle monitor 

the press release said. Location data showed Jacobs was 
at the Lonesome Road property at the time of the dog 
fighting incident.

When Jacobs was arrested, the release said, four dogs 
were seized. Two were found chained in the woods  
behind the home and had injuries consistent with dog 
fighting. Two of Jacobs’ dogs required emergency veter-
inary care. One was determined to be unable to recover 
from its wounds and was euthanized. The dogs are  
being monitored and evaluated by Brandywine Valley 
SPCA medical staff.

A press release from the Office of Animal Welfare 
said that of the 18 rescued, three have died and two have 
been adopted. The other dogs continue to recover and 
some may be ready soon for behavioral evaluation  
before they are allowed to be adopted.

READ MORE HERE
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Bill to allow tenants to stop 
paying rent stuck in committee
BY BETSY PRICE

A proposed bill that would allow tenants to stop paying 
rent when life- or safety-threatening issues had not been 
repaired, failed to pass out of committee Tuesday.

House Bill 37, sponsored by Rep. Sherry Dorsey Walker, 
D-Wilmington, drew praise from both sides of the aisle 
as well as from apartment associations and others who 
deal with renters for wanting to help. However, many 
also worried that parts of the bill were covered by or 
conflicted with existing state law, could be misused by 
tenants or would severely impact landlords who only 
dealt with a small number of apartments.

After an hour and one-half hearing that included  
extensive questioning by Housing committee members 
and public comment, neither proponents nor opponents 
could muster the seven votes needed to table the bill or 
to release the bill to the House floor. Three of its mem-
bers were absent.

It was not immediately clear what will happen to the 
bill, although many speakers offered to work with Walker 
to strengthen the bill.

Walker and others repeatedly cited the horror last 
year of 27 families whose Wilmington apartments on 
Adams Street were summarily condemned and locked 
after years of complaints about the safety of the build-
ings. They had no way to get into the building to get 
their belongings and, with no warnings, they had no 
place to go. If those tenants had been able to legally stop 
paying rent, it would have forced the landlord’s hand, 
Walker and others said.

HB37 would have given tenants the right to stop pay-
ing rent, citing the failure to fix life- or health-threaten-
ing conditions. It also allowed renters the choice of  
paying into a court-controlled escrow fund each month 
instead of paying the landlord. If the landlord didn’t fix 
the problems within 90 days, the rent reverted back to 
the renter instead of going to the landlord.

Under HB 37 the tenant could not simply stop paying. 
The tenant would be required to notify the landlord in 
one of three ways before taking that action. The bill also 

READ MORE HERE
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Also Tuesday, Rep. Shannon Morris, R-Felton, had his 
first bill pass the house since he was elected in 2018. 
While legislators poked fun at him, they also gave  
Morris a standing ovation after the bill received a  
unanimous vote. His House Bill 28 creates a special  
license plate for Whitetails Unlimited, a national con-
servation nonprofit that raises funds in support of  
educational programs, wildlife habitat enhancement and 
acquisition, and preservation of the hunting tradition 
and shooting sports for future generations.

The bill moves over to the Senate for a committee 
hearing.

BY RACHEL SWICK MAVITY

House passes bill to address 
excessive motor vehicle noise

A bill that would crack down on excessive motor vehi-
cle noise passed the House Tuesday. Just one legislator, 
Rep. Rich Collins, R-Millsboro, voted no, but gave no 
comment.

House Bill 35 would require the Department of Safe-
ty & Homeland Security to present a report and plan to 
the General Assembly for a comprehensive motor vehicle 
noise and abatement program. The department would 
work with the Department of Natural Resources and 
Environmental Control, and the Department of Trans-
portation to curate the report. 

Rep. Kim Williams, D-Marshallton, bill sponsor, said 
the legislation specifically addresses the Kirkwood 
Cruise Night, which annually takes place on the second 
Saturday of August. Hundreds of cars clog the road as 

they drive up and down Kirkwood Highway, which  
creates a lot of unwanted noise for nearby residents. 

“The event in 2021 had some bad actors who showed 
out making the event unsafe, causing many accidents 
and several people were injured,” Williams said. “The 
incident caused attention to larger issues surrounding 
drag-racing and noise issues.”

The bill would help ease the concerns and countless 
complaints of constituents throughout the state, she 
said.  Rep. Ruth Briggs King, R-Georgetown, pointed 
out that there’s residents downstate who also have raised 
concerns to her about the noise levels of cars. She said 
traffic to Ocean City, MD, often causes excessive 
amounts of noise for those living in Sussex County. 

The bill now heads to a Senate committee for consid-
eration. 
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Bill to raise unemployment 
payments blows through committee
BY BETSY PRICE

A bill to permanently raise unemployment payments 
by $50 a week, but use state money for one year only to 
make sure employers don’t get hit by the rise, sailed 
through the House Labor Committee Tuesday.

House Bill 49, sponsored by Rep. Ed Osienski, D- 
Newark, received yes votes from all nine attending  
committee members and had little comment from 
members or the public. It now goes to the full House.

Osienski introduced the bill Friday heading into the 
Martin Luther King Jr. holiday weekend and immedi-
ately scheduled it in the Labor Committee, which he 
chairs. He seemed at the start of the meeting to expect 
it to sail through, instructing committee members 
about how to sign on as co-sponsors when they were 
signing the bill backer before making other comments.

“This bill is time sensitive,” he said. “We want to get 
this done and through both chambers and on to the 
governor’s desk by the end of January.”

The General Assembly goes on break in February for 
budget hearings by the Joint Finance Committee.

The bill would raise maximum payments from $400 a 
week to $450. Osienski said all surrounding states already 
pay more than that. The increase would be permanent.
USING UNEMPLOYMENT TRUST FUND

But the break for employers would only be for one 
year. The bill would authorize the state Department of 
Labor to use money from the Unemployment Trust Fund, 
which is normally funded from a portion of employer- 
paid taxes. That fund was depleted during the pandem-
ic, but Gov. John Carney used $400 million of federal 
COVID-19 relief money to replenish it, Osienski said.

“We want to make sure the employers are getting the 
tax assessment decrease retroactive by Jan. 1, 2023,” 
Osienski said.

Rep. Rich Collins, R-Millsboro, wanted to know why 
the state would pay more money to keep people off a job.

Darryl Scott of the Department of Labor said that 
most workers on unemployment are only paid 56% of 
the salary they had been earning. Other states pay up to 
66%, he said. Therefore, Scott said, there’s no incentive 
for a worker to stay on unemployment when the worker 
is only making about half of what he or she had been 
making before.

“I will tell you that it’s not something that individuals 
choose to do,” Scott said.

The state pays unemployment for 26 weeks. In Decem-
ber, it was paying 4,000 people.

Collins also wanted to know the impact using state 
funds would have. Scott said the trust fund is consid-
ered solvent when it has at least $270 million. At $400 
million, it easily could be used to pay the employer por-
tion of any additional tax. That would save employers 
in Delaware $50 million in 2023, the bill said.

Scott estimated that doing so would only cost the fund 
$1.9 million in 2023. In 2024 and 2025, it would be about 
$2.2 million, Scott said.

Last year the state collected more than $100 million in 
unemployment taxes, he said. With the break outlined 
in the bill, he said the state expected to drop from $75 
million to $80 million in unemployment taxes to $20 
million to $25 million, Scott said. The amount an  
employer pays varies according to the salary.

Delaware now has 79 rows in its current unemploy-
ment tax rate, he said. The bill includes a chart reduced 
to fit on the page, he said.

READ MORE HERE
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Smyrna to spend $450,000 in 
COVID funds to light turf field
BY JAREK RUTZ

A Smyrna School District’s board decision to use the 
district’s $450,000 in pandemic relief and more to install 
lighting at its middle school’s turf field didn’t pass  
without debate. The proposal touched off a flurry of 
comments about whether that is the best use of the one-
time federal money. The district has $80 million in de-
ferred maintenance, according to Roger Holt, director 
of operations at Smyrna.

“We’re in this building now that we’re deferring the 
roof on, and it needs a roof,” said board member  
Christopher Scuse. He said many of the parking lots are 
too small, which forces long lines of traffic, sometimes 
a quarter-mile down the main road outside of the 
school’s property.

“I look at things like that and I just think we have other 
uses for that kind of money,” he said. 

Holt reminded him that there’s limitations to how they 
can use Elementary and Secondary School Emergency 
Relief (ESSER) funds. 

“We can repair an existing parking lot, we can rip up 
asphalt and put new asphalt down,” he said, “but we 
can’t expand.”

There were three rounds of ESSER funds given out. 
For the turf field project, the district would source the 
funds from its ESSER II allocation of $3,475,369.  All 
ESSER II funds must be spent by Sept. 30.

The move comes a week after Smyna’s football and 
field hockey teams were honored at the Legislative Hall 
in Dover for winning state championships this season.

“This doesn’t quite jive with me,” said board member 
Charlie Wilson about using the federal funds for light-
ing a sports field. “I think we should aggressively pursue 
supporting teaching and learning that we’re here for.”

Wilson, who was elected to Smyrna’s school board in 
2021, said he joined because he wanted the district’s ac-
ademic performance to match its athletic performance.

READ MORE HERE
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Newark Charter’s Ayomikun Adeojo 
wins MLK speech competition
BY JAREK RUTZ

A Newark Charter Junior High student won this 
year’s MLK Voice 4 Youth competition. Eighth grader 
Ayomikun Adeojo took home $2,300 for his first-place 
finish.

“This event has given me opportunities that I’ve never 
had before,” Abeojo said. “It has opened my love for 
public speaking and has brought joy to my life.”

The competition’s cash prize is not what drove him to 
compete, he said, but rather the passion of spreading 
the word and truth to the youth and the world.

The annual statewide spoken-word competition was 
held Sunday at the Baby Grand in Wilmington to honor 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day. Now in its eighth year, the 
event featured seven contestants who used Dr. King’s 
message of hope and change to creatively express their 
views on current issues and share how his legacy speaks 
to them today. In addition to live audience members, 

people from Ghana, Nigeria, Canada, the United King-
dom, Guyana, Panama, Sweden, South Korea and New 
Zealand tuned in virtually.

This was the first year the contest was open to junior 
high students, with the top scorer from that group  
getting $250. Adeojo swept the board with his piece, 
“Keep Moving.” Here is an excerpt:

“You can’t do this, you can’t do that. Oh, you’ll never 
be able to do this, and it’s impossible to do that. That’s 
just a fraction of what we hear from some of the people 
we love, or hate and even the people we know or don’t 
know because there will always be people wishing for 
your downfall.

“You see, I like to think that me and Martin Luther 
King are some-what alike. We are both strong Black 
men; we stand for what’s right, we are headstrong and 
we don’t stop until we get what we desire. This means 

Dr. King and I never give up and never let the oppres-
sors and bullies puncture and tear through our skin like 
flesh-eating lions feasting on their prey. In other words, 
as a young Black man I’ve learned to stand up for what 
I believe in no matter what the consequence is. Even if 
my voice starts out as just a whisper.”

Boluwatife Aminu, a senior at MOT Charter High 
School, took home $1,000 with her second-place finish, 
and Iveena Mukherjee, a junior at the Charter School 
of Wilmington, earned $500 after finishing third. New 
Castle County Executive Matt Meyer gave $50 gift cards 
to all seven participants.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
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Carney to raise teacher salaries 
9% starting in 2023-24
BY JAREK RUTZ

Classroom teachers in Delaware’s public schools will 
receive a 9% increase in their salary next school year.
Others who work in education will receive a 3% raise.

Those announcements came Tuesday from Education 
Secretary Mark Holodick during an event in which Gov. 
John Carney detailed the money he was investing in 
public education in next year’s budget, which starts July 1.

“We can’t afford to wait until November,” Holodick 
said. That’s when salary recommendations are due from 
the Public Education Compensation Committee, a group 
created to review and develops suggestions about  
enhancing Delaware’s educator compensation structure.

Its goal is to attract teachers to work in Delaware—
and to keep them in the state—by paying them salaries 
that are competitive to neighboring states. Most notably, 
Maryland passed a law that would give teachers a  

starting salary of $60,000, which is nearly $20,000 more 
than the base pay for Delaware teachers. 

“If we want to recruit and retain quality educators, we 
need to provide them with a respectable salary at the 
beginning of their career,” said Rep. Kim Williams, 
D-Marshallton, chair of the House Education Commit-
tee. “Educating our children is one of the most important 
jobs one could ever hold, and we should pay the  
educators a salary showing that we believe that it’s the 
most important job,” she said.

Stephanie Ingram, president of the Delaware State 
Education Association, the state teachers union, was 
happy with the investment.  The union supports all  
public school employees, whose salary is what the Public 
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report of a shot fired. There were no injuries reported.
During an investigation, police identified the 16-year-

old suspect and obtained a warrant for his arrest. On 
Sunday, troopers arrested him at a Seneca Road residence 
in Wilmington. The police announced Monday that the 
16-year-old was arrested and charged with:

•  Possession of a firearm during the commission of a 
felony (felony)

•  Two counts of possession of a deadly weapon or am-
munition by a person under 21 years of age (felony)

• Reckless endangering—first degree (felony)
• Aggravated menacing (felony)
• Possession of a weapon in a safe school zone (felony)
The teenager was arraigned in the Justice of the Peace 

Court No. 11 and committed to New Castle County 
Detention Center on a $98,000 cash bond.

16-year-old male charged for 
shooting at William Penn High
BY JAREK RUTZ

A 16-year-old male from Wilmington has been  
arrested in connection to a shooting at William Penn 
High School Tuesday that shut the school for the rest of 
the week.

“We’re all relieved and we’re hoping the school com-
munity and the community as a whole can move forward 
and heal,” said William Penn High School Principal 
Lisa Brewington. “This was a traumatic event and some-
thing you wish never, ever, ever happens.”

There was extra police presence when students returned 
to school Wednesday for the first time since the incident, 
Brewington said. Extra support will be available for stu-
dents who need individual or group support Tuesday, a 
district statement said. 

The state doesn’t not identify juvenile suspects. 
WHAT HAPPENED?

On Jan. 10 at about 11:40 a.m., the Delaware State  
Police were called to William Penn High School for a 
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Avyion Matthews leads Seaford 
over Laurel
BY GLENN FRAZER

The third-ranked Seaford Blue Jays and 10th-ranked 
Laurel Bulldogs played a very important boys basket-
ball game that resembled a “track meet” as the teams 
raced up and down the floor for 32 minutes in front of a 
“sold out” crowd in Bill Pugh Gymnasium Thursday night.

The Blue Jays held a 14-7 first quarter lead, but Laurel 
outscored Seaford 18-14 in the second quarter as the 
two Henlopen-South rivals went into the locker room at 
the half with Seaford in front 28-25. The game would 
remain tight for the final 16 minutes with several ties 
and lead changes. Laurel took its first lead at 29-28 early 
in the third quarter when Kylse Wilson made a 
three-pointer. The Bulldogs extended their advantage 
on a Dontarius Jones bucket to go up 33-30 and the 
boisterous crowd “rocked the building”.

It was one big play after another by both teams the 
remainder of the half, setting up the final 2:30. Jones 
tied the game at 58-all with a floater in the lane. Barely 
30 seconds later Avion Matthews fought through two 
defenders for a crucial basket and was fouled. His free 
throw gave Seaford the lead at 61-58. Everyone came to 
their feet when Joel Parker connected on a left corner 
shot to tie the game at 61 with 1:39 to go. Following a 
missed shot, Wilson gathered a loose ball and called a 
timeout while surrounded on the floor. The Bulldogs 
missed an opportunity to grab the lead when Matthews 
stole a pass and went the length of the court for a “layup 

and one” with 38 seconds left. He converted the free 
throw for the traditional three-point play and the Jays 
had a 64-61 lead. 

Again, Laurel failed to score on the next possession 
and Kashmier Wise was fouled. He drained both foul 
shots and it was a five-point advantage for Seaford at 
66-61. Seconds later, Laurel’s Jones made a tough shot 
in the paint and was fouled with under six seconds left. 
He intentionally missed the free throw, hoping Laurel 
could get the rebound and have a chance to get off an-
other shot. However, his attempt to hit the rim only 
grazed the net. Seaford got the ball back and the Bull-
dogs had to foul and hope Wise would miss his two at-
tempts at the line…he made both to make the final score 
68-63 Seaford.

Blue Jays head coach Vince Evans told Delaware Live-
302 Sports, “we knew Laurel would play with a lot of 
emotion and inspiration, so we had to stay patient and 
calm”. Coach was referring to the tragic loss of pro  
wrestler and community icon Jamin Pugh, known by 
his fans as Jay Briscoe. He was remembered during  
pregame with a moment of silence after his untimely 
death at the age of 38 in a recent auto accident. Both 
teams gathered at midcourt prior to the public address 
announcement and the moment of silence. The loss of 
Pugh is felt by both communities as the two towns are 
barely six miles apart.
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No. 2 Howard leads wire to wire in 
win over No. 4 Sanford
BY NICK ALESSANDRINI

It was a packed gym at Howard School of Technology 
Tuesday for an evening tip between two teams ranked 
in the top five. RJ Matthews and No. 2 Howard wel-
comed in Dayon Polk and No. 4 Sanford for a highly 
anticipated battle between the Warriors and Wildcats.

Howard used hot shooting and smothering defense to 
build an early lead on Sanford. The Wildcats would hit 
four first-quarter triples to outscore the Warriors 20–4 
in the opening period. Sanford would battle back but 
trail 29–17 at the half. They would cut further into the 
deficit in the third, cutting the Howard lead to 33–27 
with two minutes to play in the quarter. But that’s as 
close as the Warriors would get. Howard would then go 

on a 19–1 run and regain complete control of the game.
The Wildcats would go on to earn a 61–42 victory 

over Sanford and improve to 7–1 on the season. How-
ard was led by Matthews, who finished with a game-
high 20 points. Nine Wildcats got on the score sheet, 
including Ayden Richards Powell who finished with 
eight points. Sanford was without Sam Stanford in the 
contest and was led by Tommy Vaughn Jr. who had a 
team-high 14 points in the loss. Next up for Howard is 
a trip to Miami Beach, FL, for the Northeast vs South 
Showcase. Sanford headed back on the road Friday to 
take on Wilmington Christian.
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