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Longhurst said she intended to honor Minor-Brown.
“It was a day of celebration for all new members being 

sworn in for the first time and especially for my good 
friend, Rep. Melissa Minor-Brown, who made history 
by becoming the first Black person to hold a leadership 
position in the house,” Longhurst said Wednesday. “I 
wanted to celebrate Mimi and her accomplishments, 
which is so important not just for her, but for every 
young person who aspires to do great things.”

Longhurst said she had spoken to Minor-Brown and 
others, but wanted to publicly apologize to the House 
members and the guests they brought with them Mon-
day for the annual swearing in.

“So many people came to Dover yesterday to celebrate 
their loved ones accomplishments,” Longhurst said. “And 
I’m sorry my mistake distracted from that. I am truly 

Longhurst starts House Day TWO by 
apologizing to Minor-Brown
BY BETSY PRICE

The Delaware House of Representatives majority  
leader started the second day of the 152nd General As-
sembly Wednesday by apologizing to the new minority 
leader for the way she phrased a description of her. On 
Tuesday, Rep. Valerie Longhurst, D-Bear, had intro-
duced Rep. Melissa Minor-Brown as “the first colored 
woman in leadership in the House of Representatives.” 
They hugged after Longhurst singled out Minor-Brown. 
The arcane phrasing drew criticism, Longhurst said 
Wednesday.

“Unfortunately, I horribly misspoke when trying to say 
women of color,” Longhurst said. “I know how hurtful 
that word is, that it’s so closely associated with one of 
the bleaker times in our history, Jim Crow. It’s a deroga-
tory term, and the exact opposite of what I was trying to 
express to my friend. I’m really sorry.”

proud of this House and its diversity, and I’m honored 
to lead it. That includes being called to account when I 
messed up, whether it’s intentionally or not.”

Minor-Brown, who sits next to Longhurst on the 
House floor, thanked her.

“I do understand why people were upset by Valerie’s 
word choice, particularly in the political climate that 
we’re in today,” Minor-Brown said. “The difference here 
in Delaware is that we do like to extend grace to our 
colleagues when they make a mistake.”

Minor-Brown told Longhurst that she knew Long-
hurst’s intent “was not negative or coming from a bad 
place.”

“I know who you are,” she told Longhurst. “Even 
though the word choice was not the greatest, it’s import-
ant that we extend grace when we all make mistakes, 
and I’ve seen that happen out here on this floor.

“We as a caucus are ready to move forward as we  
continue to become more diverse.”

Minor-Brown ended by saying, “My hope is that we 
all continue to evolve our understanding that we will 
make mistakes, but it’s important that we educate  
ourselves and we educate our colleagues and that we be 
patient and we are providing some understanding when 
we interact with each other.”

See Longhurst’s apology in this House video.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00329/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20230111/4/2517
https://delawarelive.com/longhurst-apologizes-to-minor-brown/
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BY RACHEL SWICK MAVITY

Right-to-repair bill would make 
original parts available

A right-to-repair bill filed in the Delaware General 
Assembly would require companies such as Apple and 
John Deere to provide manufacturer parts to fix their 
products outside of their own stores. House Bill 41, 
filed by Ruth Briggs King, R-Georgetown and Long Neck, 
would give individuals and small businesses access to 
technical parts needed to repair digital devices.

That will enable consumers to save money by repair-
ing expensive technology instead of just replacing it, and 
it will mean fewer things like phones and televisions 
end up in landfills, Briggs King said.

Matt Kilic, owner of Rehoboth Beach Phone Repair, 
said many of his customers bring in a device with a 
cracked screen. Sometimes, the devices need hardware 
and software repairs. He has to tell them that he can 
repair the phone, but likely will need to use similar, 
non-brand parts. 

That doesn’t worry most people, he said, because his 
company can do the repairs more cheaply than taking it 
to a company store. Otherwise, the phone owners would 
have to travel two hours to an official Apple store, such 
as the one at Christiana Mall, and pay $300 to have a 
cracked screen fixed. He charges $100.

“There is a big market, and we can usually find the 
parts we need,” Kilic said.
NEED FOR RIGHT-TO-REPAIR

Briggs King said her right-to-repair bill can be critical 
for those who use farm or medical equipment, including 
tractors and ventilators.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, she said a constitu-
ent told her she needed to repair her ventilator. The 
company providing it would not repair it, so the woman 
was forced to spend $15,000 for a new ventilator.

READ MORE HERE

WE’RE HERE  
because your child’s  

health matters.

PEDIATRICS
1-866-BAY-DOCS

BAYHEALTH PEDIATRICS, MILFORD

We’re parents too and we know your child’s 
health is a priority! Whether you have a 
newborn, toddler, or teen, we’re driven to 
give them the care they need. As moms we’re 
experts in TLC, as pediatricians, we’re experts 
in your child’s health and wellbeing. 

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=129911
https://delawarelive.com/right-to-repair-bill-original-parts-available/
https://www.bayhealth.org/locations/pediatrics
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FIVE ways to mark MLK Day in the 
First State
BY JAREK RUTZ

Martin Luther King Jr. Day is Monday, and Delawar-
eans have numerous ways to commemorate his legacy.
Many will look for ways to give back to the community 
on its day off, a now-traditional way to honor the Civil 
Rights activist. Lucky for them, the weather will favor 
them this weekend with clear skis and highs between 
40 and 50, with rain forecast for Monday night.

Here are five ways to spend Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day in the First State:

“Protecting your DREAM”
Award-winning spoken word artist, educator and 

Wilmington native Serena Joy will anchor a virtual social 
emotional learning workshop from 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
today (Saturday). Sponsored by the Delaware Historical 
Society, the event requires prior registration, which can 
be done HERE for the virtual event. The target audience 
is 7- to 12-year-olds, and each participant is asked to 
have a balloon and piece of paper on hand. 

MLK Voice 4 Youth
Starting at 2 p.m. Sunday, the Baby Grand, at 818 N. 

Market Street in Wilmington, will host a spoken word 
contest for children in seventh through 12th grade from 
up and down the state.

Hosted by pastor Tim Hurtt, contestants will use 
King’s message of hope and change to creatively express 
their views on current issues and share how King’s  
legacy speaks to them today. Seven judges will rank the 
seven contestants. The winner will receive $2,000 and 
$250 will go to the junior high school student with the 
top score. 

The event is free to attend. Doors open at 1:30 p.m. 
Seating is on a first-come, first-served basis, but attend-
ees can reserve a seat by registering HERE.

READ MORE HERE

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://dehistory.org/
https://dehistory.org/
https://dehistory.org/calendar/learn-how-to-protect-your-dream-with-spoken-word-artist-serena-joy/
https://www.thegrandwilmington.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mlk-voice-4-youth-finals-tickets-331459082037
https://delawarelive.com/5-ways-to-mark-mlk-day-in-the-first-state/
https://debreastcancer.org/programs/yes2health/
https://delawarelive.com/advertise-with-us/
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Warehouse announced on 28 
acres in First State Crossing
BY KEN MAMMARELLA

A developer has sold 28 acres in First State Crossing, 
a multiuse Claymont site that once housed a steel plant, 
and the buyer will build a 358,000-square-foot ware-
house there. First Industrial Realty Trust is planning a 
rear-load facility with 68 dock door positions, a 40-foot 
clear height and parking for 241 trailers and 289 cars. 
The land is on the west side of Philadelphia Pike, just 
south of Naamans Road.

“The building’s flexible design accommodates a single 
tenant or multiple users across a range of industries,” 
the announcement said.

A rendering accompanying the announcement calls 
the building “speculative,” meaning that no company 
has yet signed up for it.

“Our project offers efficient highway access to I-95 and 
I-495 and a strong local labor pool,” said John Hanlon, 
executive director for the Chicago-based First Industrial. 

“We are excited to bring this state-of-the-art facility to 
serve businesses in this high-barrier market.”

A high-barrier market is one where high costs, limited 
resources or other obstacles make it difficult to compete.

First State Crossing is is being developed by Commer-
cial Development Co. of St. Louis

“We understand there is high-demand for ready-to- 
occupy logistics facilities, and we are pleased to work 
alongside First Industrial to bring this project to Clay-
mont,” said Stephen Collins, executive vice president at 
the privately held CDC.

CDC in 2015 bought the 425-acre site which once 
housed Evraz Steel, for a mixed-use project. It sold the 
steel company’s 18,000-square-foot headquarters and 
five acres to Gaudenzia, which provides substance use 
disorder treatment services in Claymont, Ellendale and 
Wilmington.

READ MORE HERE

 
  

 
 

Supporting generations 
of Delmarva farmers 
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https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
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https://www.cdcco.com/projects/first-state-crossing-claymont-de/
https://delawarelive.com/warehouse-announced-28-acres-first-state-crossing/
https://mountaire.com/
https://molluraphoto.com
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Read Aloud Delaware unveils 
new logo, strategic plan
BY BETSY PRICE

Read Aloud Delaware, a Wilmington nonprofit  
dedicated to helping young children be ready to learn to 
read in school, unveiled a new logo Tuesday, designed to 
illustrate its new strategic plan. The new logo is a more 
polished version of its longtime symbol, featuring an 
adult and a child looking at a book.

It was designed to illustrate the nonprofit’s new mis-
sion statement “to create a lifelong impact through early 
childhood literacy” and vision statement that “children 
across Delaware will have the foundational literacy 
skills to succeed in school and life.”

Executive director James Spadola said a logo redesign 
seemed to go hand-in-hand with a redo of the agency’s 
strategic plan set to expire in 2023. Those plans are use-
ful not only to guide the agency, but give foundations a 
sense of the organization when they are reviewing grant 
applications, he said.

“They can get a better feel of where you are, and where 
you’re going,” Spadola said. “It also shows the unity  
between the board and the staff.”

Read Aloud serves children ages one to five at more 
than 100 readings sites up and down Delaware.

Gary Phillips, a digital media instructor at William 
Penn High School, designed the new logo for no charge.
It illustrates the bond between reader and child.

“We all know the importance of kids being read to, 
and that’s our guiding light,” Spadola said in a noon  
online reveal of the new logo.
READ ALOUD’S FOCUS

Kids who aren’t ready to read when they go to school 
will spend a lifetime making up for that deficit, he said.

READ MORE HERE

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/read-aloud-delaware-unveils-new-logo/
https://furbabypetresort.com/
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DuPont trailblazer given state 
chamber’s highest award
BY BETSY PRICE

Stacey J. Mobley was given the Delaware State Cham-
ber of Commerce’s most prestigious award, the Josiah 
Marvel Cup, during its annual dinner Monday night.

Mobley, who was senior vice president, chief adminis-
trative officer and general counsel of the DuPont Corp., 
was a champion of using technology-based materials 
and solutions to transform industries and life, as well as 
being a champion of diversifying the workforce.

The announcement came before a crowd of 1,100 
spread out across the Chase Center at the Riverfront. 
The Delaware lawyer was hailed in a video by many  
coworkers and community leaders.

“In my early years, I watched in awe of how he ma-
neuvered very difficult situations and did it with such 
grace and such a strong center,” said Ellen J. Kullman, a 
former DuPont chief executive officer.

Many of them talked about how he was a role model 
and mentor for many people, but was also always a  
people-first person, asking about them and about their 
families.

Mobley said he’s never at a loss for words, but was not 
expecting the awards. He said he’s been to a number of 
the chamber’s annual dinners and remembers being 
impressed by the Marvel Cup winners and what they 
had contributed to the community.

“I’ve never even thought that I would be joining that 
list,” Mobley said. “It’s a little overwhelming, but I thank 

you for this great honor. This is something I will always 
remember. Delaware’s a very special place and this is 
one of the events that makes it special, so thank you.”
CHAMBER’S AWARD

The Marvel Cup is given to a Delawarean who has made 
an outstanding contribution to the state, community or 
society. It’s named for Josiah Marvel, who reorganized 
and served as the first president of the State Chamber in 
1913. The names of the recipients are kept secret until 
the start of the annual dinners.

Mobley, who retired in 2008, joined the DuPont Legal 
Department in 1972. He was named director of federal 
affairs in 1983, working in Washington, D.C., and  
returned to the Delaware headquarters in 1992 as vice 
president of communications in external affairs. He be-
came general counsel for DuPont in November of 1999.

He encouraged employers to “draw upon the perspec-
tives of people who come from a variety of backgrounds 
and cultures,” a Chamber press release said.

“He led in diversity, equity and inclusion before we all 
really knew what it was,” said Thère du Pont, president 
of Longwood Foundation. “Stacey was the leader in 
helping DuPont make it a competitive advantage.”

“Stacey is someone that would support you from the 
background while also willing to mentor you from the 
front,” said Doneene Damon, chief diversity director at 
Richards, Layton & Finger.

READ MORE HERE

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.dscc.com/
https://www.dscc.com/
https://delawarelive.com/dupont-stacey-mobley-state-chambers-highest-award/


12

Fo
od

 &
 D

in
in

gphoto credit: Pixabay / PEXELS

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.facebook.com/VillagesDE/photos/10160357923177745
https://delawarelive.com/


FOOD & DINING

13

Delaware’s Robbie Jester wins 
‘Pressure Cooker,’ $100,000
BY PAM GEORGE

Robbie Jester is not one to sleep late. But on Monday, 
Jan. 9, he snoozed until 10:30 a.m. “I almost felt guilty,” 
the chef acknowledged. Almost.

But just about anyone would forgive the owner of Piz-
zeria Mariana in Newark. After all, it’s not every week-
end that you celebrate winning $100,000 on Netflix.

Jester is the champion of “Pressure Cooker,” a culi-
nary competition that is a little bit “Survivor” and a lit-
tle bit “Top Chef.” The show debuted on Jan. 6, and 
family, friends and colleagues crowded  Bellefonte 
Brewing Co.’s North Wilmington location for a watch 
party that included the finale.

Indeed, viewers can binge all eight episodes at their 
leisure—and it’s easy to do. The music, the creative 
challenges, the personalities and, of course, the food 
combine to make for an addictive show. Then there is 

the twist: The chefs judge their peers for all but two 
challenges.

Although the show recently joined Netflix’s lineup, 
Jester and his colleagues filmed for most of March 2022 
in Los Angeles. As part of his contract, he kept the re-
sults under wraps. Now that the secret is out, he can 
relax, reflect and regroup.

“I’ve grown as a chef from that experience more than 
I have in the previous 10 years of my career,” he said.
ROBBIE JESTER’S STREAK

The Culinary Institute of America graduate is on a 
winning streak. Jester’s shrimp scampi dish helped him 
beat celebrity chef Bobby Flay on the Food Network 
program “Beat Bobby Flay.”

He also competed on “Guy’s Grocery Games”—twice. 
He lost on his first appearance but returned for the 

show’s redemption competition, which he won. 
“Pressure Cooker,” however, is a different beast. Eleven 

chefs live and compete under one roof in a structure 
that seemingly has no windows. Lights suddenly go out 
at midnight, regardless of what the cast is doing. It is 
like some sort of strange psychological experiment.

There is no host. Challenges and results are delivered 
via an automated kitchen order ticket (KOT) printer. 
“Ticket printing,” a female voice intones whenever the 
machine spews out the paper.

Judges record their comments in an oversized black-
and-white book, and the chefs read the notes after the 
challenge. (Jester did not get to keep it.)

READ MORE HERE

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.pizzeriamariana.com/
https://www.pizzeriamariana.com/
https://www.netflix.com/title/81444148
https://bellefontebrewingcompany.com/
https://bellefontebrewingcompany.com/
https://delawarelive.com/delawares-robbie-jester-wins-pressure-cooker/
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Disabled veteran 
tax bill passed 
to House amid 
concerns

BY JAREK RUTZ

A bill that would remove the three-year residency  
requirement to qualify for the Disabled Veteran Tax cred-
it drew concerns in the House Education Committee 
Wednesday. Some members wanted an income limit or 
means test included in the bill. After a motion to table 
the bill failed, House Bill 30 was eventually released to 
the House floor.

If passed, First State veterans who are 100% disabled 
would not have to pay their school property tax.  The 
bill defines disabled veterans as a person who receives 
100% disability compensation from the United States 
Department of Veterans Affairs or its successor agency, 
due to a service-connected, permanent and total disabil-
ity based on unemployability, or a 100% disability rating.

Rep. Sean Lynn, D-Dover, initially asked if there 
would be any income limitations on the tax break.

“Receiving VA disability doesn’t preclude veterans 
from working, so is this designed for veterans whose 
only source of income are their VA benefits?” Lynn 
asked Rep. Bill Bush, D-Dover, the bill’s sponsor. 

That answer is no, which led to several committee 
members requesting some sort of means test to see if a 
disabled veteran actually needs the tax break.

“There’s no limitation,” said Rick Geisenberger, the 
state’s Finance Secretary. “You can be a 100% disabled 
veteran and you can have millions of dollars of income.” 
Although he didn’t have a vote, Geisenberger said the 
Department of Finance was against the bill. 
HOW MANY VETERANS GET A TAX BREAK?

He said the current tax break, which requires a three-
year residency, is used by 710 disabled veterans. A sim-
ple means test, he said, would be to look at the property 
values of applicants’ homes, rather than looking at 
someone’s income, which typically changes much more 
often than property values. 

READ MORE HERE

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.va.gov/
https://www.va.gov/
https://www.va.gov/disability/compensation-rates/veteran-rates/
https://delawarelive.com/disabled-veteran-tax-bill-passed-amid-concerns/
http://lynmarbuilders.com
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FIVE men charged in Seaford dog 
fighting; 14 dogs rescued
BY BETSY PRICE

Five men have been arrested in Seaford and charged 
with three felonies each for dog fighting. In the process, 
14 dogs were rescued, according to a press release from 
the state Office of Animal Welfare.

The charges came after that office and Delaware State 
Police raided a residence in the 26000 block of Lone-
some Road in Seaford Sunday at 2 p.m., after a complaint 
of suspicious activity there.

The police found multiple people at the property  
engaged in dog fighting, arrested them and took 14 dogs 
into custody. One had died from injuries sustained in 
fighting, five are in serious condition and eight are be-
ing taken care of by the Brandywine Valley SPCA.

The five men arrested were Samuel Foreman, 44, of 
Whaleyville, MD; Timothy Whaley, 44, of  Salisbury, 
MD; Bryon Briddell, 35, of Berlin, MD; Kevin Land, 47 
of Salisbury, MD or Seaford, DE; Glenn White, 36, 
of Salisbury, MD or Wilmington, DE.

DOG FIGHTING CHARGES
Each is charged with owning, possessing, keeping or 

using an animal for fighting; being present at an animal 
fight; and cruelly or unnecessarily killing or injuring an 
animal. Each of the men face the possibility of up to 
three years in prison for animal cruelty, which is a Class 
F felony and up to a five-year sentence for animal fight-
ing, which is a Class E felony.

The defendants posted bail on an $18,000 secured 
bond from Sussex Correctional Institution, a press  
release from the Delaware Division of Public Health said.
Part of the bail conditions stipulate that the defendants 
have no contact, possession or ownership of any animals.

The investigation is ongoing and the state asks  
anyone with information regarding the case to contact 
the Office of Animal Welfare at 302-255-4646.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://animalservices.delaware.gov/
https://bvspca.org/
https://doc.delaware.gov/views/sussexci.blade.shtml
https://delawarelive.com/5-men-charged-in-dog-fighting-12-dogs-rescued/
https://www.del-one.org
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Oaths of office open most diverse 
General Assembly ever
BY JAREK RUTZ

Delaware’s 152nd General Assembly officially began 
Tuesday, as Delaware’s 62 representatives and senators 
were sworn into office in what is the most diverse legis-
lature yet.

“We’re finally looking like Delaware’s population,” 
said Rep. DeShanna Neal, D-Wilmington. The first 
nonbinary and first Buddhist to serve in Delaware’s  
legislature, they are starting their first year in office.

“One of the most amazing parts of being elected for 
the first time was being at the polls and seeing little 
Black and Brown girls coming up to me knowing this is 
something they can achieve too,” they said.

In the first meeting of the House, several representa-
tives from both sides of the aisle talked about unity, 
community and leadership in regard to their duty in 
the state legislature. 

“It’s a pleasure to be working in one of the most inclu-
sive, not just diverse but inclusive, bodies that we’ve had 
in the state of Delaware and perhaps even in the nation,” 
said Rep. Ruth Briggs King, R-Georgetown, to the 40 
other representatives and their respective family and 
friends in the House Chamber. 

“What we’re doing here is the work of the people,” she 
continued. “It’s not the legislation we pass or the legisla-
tion we stop, it’s what we do each and every day in our 
district for that person that has the smallest need or the 
biggest concern.”
PLANS FOR GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Rep. Eric Morrison, D-Glasgow, pointed out that just 
two years ago, the General Assembly had zero legislators 
who were in the LGBTQ+ community in its 244-year 
history. 

READ MORE HERE

OB-GYN &  
FAMILY MEDICINE 

1-866-BAY-DOCS

I’M KANDIS SAMUELS-
LEUTZINGER, MD, MPH 

Caring for families has always been my 
passion. In addition to treating patients of  
all ages, my expertise in OB-GYN, prenatal 
care and deliveries means I can provide all 
the care needed for mothers and the youngest 
ones in your family. I’m here to bring better 
health for you and your loved ones.

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

I’M HERE  
to care for  
your growing 
family.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://legis.delaware.gov/
https://delawarelive.com/oaths-most-diverse-general-assembly-ever/
https://www.bayhealth.org/find-a-doctor/kandis-k-samuelsleutzinger


GOVERNMENT

18

Three bills related to the credits have been filed by 
Rep. Bill Bush, D-Dover, and Rep. Kevin Hensley, 
R-Odessa. Here’s what they say:

House Bill 29
Sponsored by Hensley, this bill would increase the  

Senior Real Property Tax credit to $750 from $400. 
Becker said Hensley and many of his colleagues believed 
the 2017 cut would be only a temporary fix.

“Once revenue projections rebounded and the state’s 
financial situation improved, one of the first things we 
would make good on was restoring the tax credit to its 
original amount,” she said.

Because of their life-long contributions, no group of 
citizens has collectively paid more taxes than Delaware’s 
seniors, Hensley said in a statement.

READ MORE HERE

THREE property tax bills up for 
hearing Wednesday
BY JAREK RUTZ

Three bills that would raise real estate tax credits are 
on the docket for the Delaware House of Representa-
tives Education Committee. With the state now project-
ed to have a surplus of nearly $1 billion—the third year 
in a row for such extraordinary income—a Democrat 
and a Republic representative are moving to give older 
residents a bigger tax break. The committee met Wednes-
day, its first convening of the 152nd Delaware General 
Assembly. You can watch it HERE. 

In Delaware, residents who are 65 and older are eligi-
ble to receive this tax credit on the amount they pay in 
school taxes. The state reimburses local school districts 
for any loss of income resulting from the credit. 

Up until 2017, this tax credit was $500 annually. To 
fill a significant budget hole that year, the tax credit was 
reduced by $100, according to Stephanie Becker,  
communications officer for the Delaware House of  
Representatives.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?legislationId=129895
https://delawarelive.com/3-property-tax-bills-up-for-hearing-wednesday/
https://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00329/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20230109/3/2497
https://www.gbc.edu/
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LIVESTREAMING OF MEETINGS 
SEEMS SET TO STAY AT LEG HALL
BY RACHEL SWICK MAVITY

As the Delaware General Assembly prepared to  
reconvene Tuesday for the start of its 152nd session, 
livestreaming of meetings seems set to stay. Nobody 
seems sure yet whether members of the House or Senate 
will be able to continue to vote remotely.

After fighting the livestreaming of meetings for years, 
the General Assembly started doing that when the 
COVID-19 pandemic shut down Legislative Hall, but 
government meetings needed to continue.

With Leg Hall reopened to the public, House Minority 
Leader Mike Ramone, R-Pike Creek, said he believes 
the General Assembly should do everything it can to 
enable the public to participate. Ramone says this in-
cludes livestreaming to allow increased participation in 
regular sessions and committee meetings.

Drew Volturo, House Democratic Caucus spokesman, 
says Delaware will “absolutely continue to livestream” 
both sessions and committee hearings.

“That is a permanent feature and doesn’t require any 
rules per se,” Volturo said.
LIVESTREAMING RULES

Each legislative session starts with rules for the session 
being voted on by the House and Senate. Ramone said 
the rules, expected to happen Tuesday, should include 
authorization for livestreaming.

Matt Revel, Senate Republican Caucus spokesman, 
said the rules resolution is usually the second resolution 
passed at the start of each session. Both Revel and  
Volturo were unsure if remote voting would continue.

READ MORE HERE

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://legis.delaware.gov/
https://delawarelive.com/livestreaming-seems-set-to-stay-at-leg-hall/
https://decharternetwork.org/
https://www.ursuline.org/admission/
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THREE Sussex charters ask for 
more legislative help
BY JAREK RUTZ

Officials from three Sussex County charter schools 
told state representatives Thursday they need more  
legislative support to best help their students and com-
munities.

“We don’t have the available resources for a wellness 
center,” said Eric Anderson, head of Sussex Academy. 
“Our kids are like any other, and they need these  
supports.”

His school hosted a joint breakfast that included Sus-
sex Montessori, the Bryan Allen Stevenson School of 
Excellence, local education groups and a few state legis-
lators. Anderson pointed out that charters rarely receive 
capital funding from the state, unlike district schools.

“We have to raise money ourselves for most projects,” 
he said, “and that’s money that’s being taken out of the 
classroom.” 

Rep. Rich Collins, R-Millsboro, who sits on the House 
Education Committee, said some Delaware legislators 
feel unfavorably to charters. “That’s why it’s crucial you 

have lobbyists,” Collins said.  Anderson said charters 
do, and pointed to Kendall Massett, executive director 
of the Delaware Charter Schools Network.

Sen. Eric Buckson, R-Magnolia, said it’s important for 
legislators to come to events such as the joint breakfast. 

“We need to find a way to get legislators in the room 
and listen to schools,” he said. “Education is rooted in 
everything and it’s where the fight is, because children 
are our leaders of tomorrow.”

The breakfast also allowed the Sussex charters to 
showcase themselves, listing enrollment, core values 
and classroom philosophies. 

Chantelle Ashford, head of Bryan Allen Stevenson 
School of Excellence, a charter that will open this fall, 
said equity is one of her school’s core values. 

To truly achieve that, she said there needs to be uni-
versal access to local resources, which again starts with 
the legislature. 

READ MORE HERE

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.sussexacademy.org/
https://sussexmontessoricharter.com/
https://sussexmontessoricharter.com/
https://www.basseinc.org/
https://www.basseinc.org/
https://decharternetwork.org/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/3-sussex-charters-ask-for-more-legislative-help/
https://delawarelive.com/advertise-with-us/
https://www.fseactionfund.org/join-us
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William Penn cancels classes to 
investigate Tuesday shooting
BY JAREK RUTZ

William Penn High School will close the rest of the 
week to allow the Delaware State Police to investigate 
an incident Tuesday in which a gun was fired. Friday, Jan. 
13, was a professional development day, so students were 
already scheduled to have the day off. Classes won’t be 
held virtually Wednesday or Thursday, and the Colo-
nial School District has no plans to make up those days. 

“We will work through that in the coming weeks,”  
Superintendent Jeff Menzer said. “Trying to go virtual on 
such short notice would further add to the emotional 
stress.”

No one was hurt and the weapon has been confiscated 
by police officers. School officials declined to say spe-
cifically that a student brought a gun to class, noting 
that the situation was under police investigation.

“  The safety of staff and students remains our imme-
diate priority,” said a statement from the district Tuesday 

night. “By allowing for this break it provides officials 
with the time to properly investigate and gives everyone 
time needed to regroup after today’s events.”

William Penn High School students will return to 
school Tuesday, Jan. 17, after the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day holiday.

“While we are disappointed this unfortunate incident 
occurred, we are thankful no one was injured and that 
students and staff responded quickly to safety protocols 
put in place,” Menzer said. “We will get through these 
unsettling times together and will keep families updated.”

The district’s statement encouraged students to reach 
out to counselors or call the National Mental Health 
Hotline at 988 or 1-800-969-4357. When students return, 
extra support will be available for students who need 
individual or group support, the statement said.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
http://www.colonialschooldistrict.org/williampenn/statement-regarding-event-on-1-10-24/
https://delawarelive.com/william-penn-cancels-classes-investigate-shooting/
http://kennyfamilystores.com/
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Learning Collab council grapples 
with leader, meetings
BY JAREK RUTZ

In Friday’s first public meeting of the Wilmington 
Learning Collaborative’s board, members focused on 
ironing out the specifics on how the organization will 
move forward. Among the issues they tackled were  
selecting a temporary secretary to handle organization 
issues; setting meeting times; and forming committees 
to tackle the three main goals of the board.

The collaborative is designed to improve student 
achievement and outcomes in Wilmington’s elementary 
schools—which are split among several school districts 
—while tackling societal discrepancies that negatively 
impact many families in the city. 

Here are highlights from Friday’s meeting:
Selecting a secretary 
Jenny Yeow, Red Clay’s parent representative, volun-

teered to serve as the 12-member council’s secretary 
until an executive director is picked. Once that happens, 
the executive director will assume the secretary’s respon-

sibilities. In the role, Yeow will organize meeting times 
and locations, and post public notices, minutes and 
agendas, while making sure the collab follows  
Delaware’s public meeting laws.

More meetings
It’s no secret that some of the initial steps for the collab 

to get the ball rolling have been delayed, whether that 
was signing the memorandum of understanding to cre-
ate it in the first place, or hiring an executive director to 
lead its board.

“Meeting once a month is not acceptable or appropri-
ate,” said council member Adriana Bohm, who’s Red 
Clay’s Wilmington board member. “Meeting twice a 
month is definitely better. However, that still allows a 
week here and then a week there to go by.”

After discussing which days work best for the 12-person 
council, a motion to meet at 6 p.m. on the second and 
fourth Tuesday was approved. 

Several of the council members also are members of 
the Redding Consortium for Educational Equality, 
which has similar goals to the Learning Collab—to im-
prove the education of disadvantaged children. The 
WLC meeting on the second and fourth Tuesday will 
ensure no meetings overlap. 

Project Manager
Council member Alethea Smith-Tucker, who is  

Christina School District’s Wilmington board member, 
suggested that Delaware State University’s Shelley  
Rouser be named temporary project manager. Rouser is 
the chair of DSU’s Education Department. She previ-
ously had spoken at school district board meetings,  
offering DSU’s help with the collaborative. Rouser did 
not attend the meeting.

Under Smith-Tucker’s plan, Rouser’s appointment 
would be for four months. She would be responsible for 
team-building exercises, supporting and developing a 
communication plan, and helping to hire the council’s 
permanent executive director. 

After Smith-Tucker made a motion to appoint Rouser, 
Don Patton, who is the appointed city representative and 
Christina school board member, said he didn’t know 
enough about Rouser and her qualifications to agree  
to the appointment. He suggested reaching out to Em-
power Schools, a national education association that’s 
been working with the board, for advice about appoint-
ing someone. Several board members are flying to Florida 
next week to attend an Empower Schools seminar.

Smith-Tucker said that the duties of the project manag-
er aren’t necessarily specific to the collaborative, but 
rather any governing board.

READ MORE HERE

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.solutionsfordelawareschools.com/
https://www.desu.edu/
https://delawarelive.com/learning-collab-grapples-over-leader-meetings/
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The Education Department defines students who are 
eligible to stay until they are 22 as those having mental, 
physical, emotional, developmental, speech or learning 
disability problems which require special education and 
related services. The new law added a year to the time 
students may stay in the public education system.

After those students leave the education system, their 
families are responsible for finding alternate programs 
for them, and that can be difficult for adults with mul-
tiple disabilities.

There are 53 students in Delaware public schools that 
are 21, according to Alison May, public information  
officer at the state Education Department. 

In neighboring Maryland, New Jersey and Pennsylva-
nia, free and public education is available for students 
with disabilities through the end of the school year in 
which they turn 21.

Meetings to focus on changes in 
rules for disabled students
BY JAREK RUTZ

Delaware’s Department of Education will hold two 
public meetings this week to discuss changes in rules that 
extend public education to students with disabilities 
until they turn 22 years old. House Bill 454, which  
became law in July 2022, bumped the age up from 21 to 
22 starting in August 2022.

The two hearings—required for all changes in special 
education regulations—were Tuesday in Dover. Both 
meetings were held in the cabinet room on the second 
floor of the Townsend Building.

Adding a year to the current law means costs will rise 
2% annually, the bill’s fiscal note states. In Fiscal Year 
2023, the state cost is $2,704,648 and the local share is 
$1,072,360. For 2024, the state share is $2,758,740 with 
the local share being $1,093,807. In 2025, the cost increas-
es to $2,813,915 for the state and $1,115,683 locally.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://education.delaware.gov/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail/109603
https://delawarelive.com/meetings-to-focus-changes-for-disabled-students/
http://citizensforjudicialfairness.org/
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Battle of Top 10 Howard, 
Appo does not disappoint

BY GLENN FRAZER

A large crowd was on hand Tuesday night in Wilmington as Howard High School 
honored its undefeated 1973 state championship boys basketball team on the 50th 
anniversary of the lofty achievement. What better way to honor those players than to 
have the third-ranked 2023 Wildcats come from nine points down in the second half 
to pull out a 53–47 win over sixth-ranked Appoquinimink.

The two teams featured “smothering” defense as Howard took a 25–18 lead at the 
half. The Wildcats held a 10-point lead at 22–12 with less than two minutes to go in 
the second quarter. The Jags used a 6–0 run to get within 22–18, but junior guard 
Robert Kelly nailed a left-wing three to beat the buzzer, giving Howard the seven 
point advantage at the break. 

Then came the celebration for the ’73 Howard team that became the first in Dela-
ware to go unbeaten and win a state title, going 24–0 with a 75–67 championship win 
over rival Wilmington High. The team that featured 6'1" starting center Mike Miller, 

6'3" forward Lonnie Sparrow, 6'1" Eric Fuller, and guards Kenny Hynson and David 
Roane as well as Wayne Parson, Istavan Norwood, Lemuel Glover and Rich Miles 
just to name a few of the players that were coached by the late Jay Thomas.

Following the halftime celebration, Coach Tom Purse and his Appo squad opened 
the thirtd quarter on a 10–0 run to grab a 28–25 lead just 2:30 into the period. The 
Jags eventually outscored Howard 19–6 in the third to go up 37–31 with eight min-
utes left in the game. However, like a “tale-of-two-quarters”, Howard coach Rahsaan 
Matthews, Sr. amped up the defense. Junior guard Jameer DeShields drained a shot 
from downtown to tie the game midway through the fourth and fuel the Wildcats’ 
furious rally. With 2:40 left in the game, Ty’leir Scruggs “calmly” converted two free 
throws to give the ‘Cats a 48–44 advantage. Howard would score the next five points 
to go up by nine at 53–44 to seal the win. Appo senior guard Christian Barksdale 
made a long-range shot at the buzzer, but it was “too little—too late” for the Jags, as 
they lost for the first time this season to an in-state opponent.

The third-ranked Wildcats improved to 5–1, while the sixth-ranked Jags fell to 7–2. 
Howard was led by DeShields with 12 points and nine rebounds. Junior guard  
Rahsaan Matthews added nine boards and 11 points, while Xavier Richards-Powell 
had five blocked shots.

Appo received a game-high 13 points from Barksdale, while Haj Bell and Eric  
Methang each scored nine points. Next up for the Jags will be a date with cross-town 
rival and second-ranked Middletown on Jan. 17.

Howard will face Glasgow and Sanford over the next week before heading to  
Florida for games against Miami Northwestern and Dade Christian on Jan. 20 and 
21, as part of the “Northeast-vs-South Showcase”.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/battle-of-top-10-teams-does-not-disappoint/
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READ MORE HERE

BY NICK HALLIDAY

High school basketball,
wrestling rankings: Week 6

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/high-school-basketball-wrestling-rankings-week-6/
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No. 1 Tower Hill completes 
comeback on the road
BY NICK ALESSANDRINI

Two top five teams in the state of Delaware met up 
Thursday night in Bear in what would be a four-quarter 
battle. Both teams came into the contest at 5–2 but only 
one would leave with their sixth win. Tower Hill look-
ing to rebound from a recent loss to Sanford, and Cara-
vel still hadn’t dropped a game to an in-state opponent.

Caravel got off to the early lead, but a Dylan Shepherd 
triple at the end of the quarter gave Tower Hill a one-
point lead after one quarter of play. The second quarter 
belonged to Caravel and Dominique Wyatt. Wyatt had 
10 points in the first half and the Bucs were able to get 
behind their transition game on their way to outscoring 
Tower Hill 17–10 in the quarter, and ending the half 
with a six-point lead.

Caravel would extend its lead in the third, and lead 
45–36 going into the fourth quarter. But you can never 

count out the state champs, especially when they have 
the Shepherd brothers. Tower Hill would use its defense, 
as well as some unforced Caravel errors, to quickly erase 
the deficit. Dean Shepherd would complete some easy 
transition layups off of unforced turnovers and his 
brother Dylan, with a huge three, as the Hillers climbed 
all the way back to take the lead with three minutes to 
play 48–45.

Caravel lead 43–28 in the third, but a 20–2 Tower Hill 
run did the Bucs in. The Shepherd brothers could not 
have been bigger in the win as they combined for 49 of 
the 58 Tower Hill points and every field goal but one in 
the second half. Caravel was led by Wyatt, who finished 
with 19 points.

COVID-19 doesn’t just crash holiday get-togethers — it cancels 
them. So whatever you’re celebrating this season, make sure 
you’ve gotten your bivalent booster and follow these other 

steps to stay safe and leave COVID out in the cold.  

Stay home if you’re sick.
Get vaccinated and boosted. 

Get tested before and after gatherings.
Wear a mask when cases are high.  

Don’t let COVID-19 freeze 
your holiday season.

For more information, 
visit de.gov/holidays.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/no-1-tower-hill-completes-comeback-on-the-road/
https://coronavirus.delaware.gov/holiday-recommendations/
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Freshman Jayvion Denis leads 
Dover over Milford
BY GLENN FRAZER

Freshman guard Jayvion Denis came out of the locker 
room at halftime with “the hot hand”, scoring nine 
straight points to extend Dover’s lead to double digits 
(49–35), thus giving the Senators a lead they would  
never relinquish in a Henlopen-North win Thursday 
night. The final was 84–66, but the host Buccaneers 
gave the favored Senators all they could handle in the 
opening half.

A large, boisterous crowd in the Milford Central 
Academy Gym were entertained all night with accurate 
long-range shooting, fast break baskets, and smother-
ing defenses in a game that featured an early lead by the 
home team. The Bucs and Senators got off to a slow start 

in the first quarter, as Milford held a lead of 11–5 with 
three minutes to go. Then things “heated up” when the 
two Henlopen rivals scored a combined 22 points in 
that final three, highlighted by Dover’s Jaheim Harrell 
scoring seven points to give his team a 20–18 first quarter 
advantage. 

Dover would also put up 20 points in the second stanza 
and built a 10-point lead with 90 seconds left in the half, 
before the Bucs scored six straight to cut the deficit to 
40–34 at the break.

Dover head coach Stephen Wilson saw his team play 
an inspired brand of pressure defense that created  
several transition points to start the second half. That 

defensive performance, coupled with the offense by  
Denis, was the key stretch of the game. Denis scored the 
first nine points of the third quarter on two layups and 
two shots from long range to give Dover a 49–35 lead 
just 60 seconds into the third. Milford battled to keep 
the game from getting out of hand, but Denis hit  
another three-point shot to extend the lead to 57–41, 
and late in the third, Denim Perkins drained a shot deep 
in the left corner, giving the Senators a 19-point  
advantage (60–41). The result was a 25–12 run in the 
third quarter that basically put the game out of reach 
for the Buccaneers. Milford would put up a valiant  
effort in the final period, but could get no closer than 11 
points the remainder of the contest.

Denis led the Senators with his 25-point performance, 
while Harrell nailed five shots beyond the arc, part of 
his 21-point effort. Kendall Abrams added 14 points 
and played great defense in the paint. Milford was paced 
by the balanced scoring of Andrew Kravitz (22 points), 
Jayden Norman (13 points), and 10 points each from 
Ethan Wilkins and Neysen Legros. 

The Senators extended their winning streak to four 
games and will face Delaware Military Academy  
Saturday on the road before hosting first place Polytech 
on Jan. 17. The Panthers handed Dover its only  
conference loss 67–59 in late December. Dover improved 
to 8–3 (6–1 conference) while Milford is now 5–5 (3–4 
conference) and will host Smyrna on Jan. 17.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/freshman-jayvion-denis-leads-dover-over-milford/
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