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Public advocate slams Delmarva 
Power’s rate hike request
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Delaware’s public advocate is speaking out against 
Delmarva Power’s plan to increase its electric distribu-
tion rates by $72.3 million.

“As customers are struggling to pay bills, Delmarva 
Power is seeking one of the largest electric distribution 
rate increases we have ever seen,” said Public Advocate 
Andrew Slater. “Simply put, reliability is extremely im-
portant but so, too, is affordability.

The role of the public advocate is to advocate for the 
lowest reasonable rates for residential and small commer-
cial utility consumers, consistent with a fair distribution 
of rates and maintaining reliable utility service.

Delmarva Power on Dec. 15 filed an application with 
the Public Service Commission to increase its electric 
distribution rates.

“No customer should have to choose between paying 
for their utility service or paying for other essential needs,” 

Slater said. “It’s long past time costs are reined in just as 
many of their customers are trying to do.”

Under state law, the increase becomes effective on a 
temporary basis July 15, 2023, subject to refund pend-
ing a final decision by the Public Service Commission.
Delmarva Power’s request for an increase in electric 
distribution rates comes on the heels of a $16.7 million 
increase approved by the Public Service Commission 
on Aug. 5, 2021.

If approved as requested, Delmarva Power residential 
and residential electric space heating customers will  
experience an additional increase of 8.35% and 13.2%, 
respectively, in their electric distribution charges.

click here to read more
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On the go? Your guide to 
end-of-year holidays
BY JAREK RUTZ

Hitting the road for the holidays? You are not alone: 
33% of First State residents are expected to travel more 
than 50 miles to celebrate the holidays. That’s 3.3% more 
travelers than last year. Here’s what to know about 
Christmas and New Year’s weekends in Delaware. 
TRAVEL

Gas prices in Delaware are the lowest they’ve been 
since October 2021, according to AAA Mid-Atlantic, a 
regional travel agency. It considers the holiday season to 
be from Dec. 23 to Jan. 2. 

Out of the 325,096 Delawareans expected to travel, 
293,000 will reach their destination by car.  The state  
average for a gallon of gas is down 15 cents from a year 
ago. On Tuesday, many gas stations were showing gas 
prices under $3 for regular unleaded gasoline.

While most travelers will be settled in on Christmas 
Day, New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day, here’s the best 
and worst times to hit the road in the days in between 
holidays, according to AAA:

ROAD SAFETY 
With so many Delawareans driving over the next two 

weeks, the state’s Office of Highway Safety released 
this list of things to consider before getting behind the 
wheel:

•  If you’re planning a night out that includes drink-
ing, make sure you plan for a sober ride home. Use a 
rideshare service, or public transportation, or call a 
friend or family member to get you home safely.

click here to read more

HIGH SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, October 18, 2021
10:00am - 1:00pm 

VIKING FOR A DAY
You are invited to feel the energy

of VKNation as a Viking for a Day.

Viking Visits begin October 4th.

HIGH SCHOOL
PLACEMENT TEST

November 13, 2021 8:30am
November 14   12:00pm

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.aaa.com/roadtrips/midatlantic
https://ohs.delaware.gov/
https://delawarelive.com/your-guide-to-end-of-year-holidays/
https://www.steschools.org/admissions
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UD’s Building X aims to drive research, 
cutting-edge learning
BY JAREK RUTZ

Building X, the University of Delaware’s $165 million 
hub for science research and classes, is on track to be 
completed and open to the public in fall 2024. Funding 
will come from university funds and the $41 million 
the university received through the federal American 
Rescue Plan Act.

Construction started in earnest in February when the 
school demolished the McKinley Lab. But plans have 
been in the works for five years.
BUILDING X BACKSTORY

“Building X all started with the fire that we had in the 
McKinley Lab in August of 2017,” said John Pelesko, 
dean of the College of Arts and Sciences and head of 
Building X’s planning team. “It basically damaged the 
guts of the building.”

The fire caused significant damage to the electrical and 
HVAC systems, making the lab no longer operational.

After an assessment of the damage and considering 
the McKinley Lab was built in the 70s before the explo-
sion of tech and its power needs, the university decided 
in 2018 that it made more sense to replace the lab with a 
modern facility.

Building X will be an interdisciplinary facility orga-
nized around three themes rather than departments to 
encourage people to collaborate, UD President Dennis 
Assanis has said. 

Those themes are:
• Mind, brain and behavior
• Models and mechanisms of human disease
• Quantum science and technology
The first theme makes Building X a nucleus for our 

neuroscience research on campus, Pelesko said. 

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/american-rescue-plan/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/american-rescue-plan/
https://www.facilities.udel.edu/news-feed/5112/
https://delawarelive.com/uds-building-x-aims-to-drive-research-learning/
http://www.hagley.org/holidays
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It’s a scam: You’re not getting 
calls with real deals
BY KEN MAMMARELLA

A few days ago, a Delawarean received “what seemed 
like very legit promotional call from (supposedly) 
XFINITY offering me $35 off my monthly internet/ 
cable/phone bill for the next 2 years,” Patricia Seramone 
wrote on nextdoor. “They had my account number, and 
other pertinent information.”

What they didn’t have is her faith.
Seramone correctly realized, before she forked over 

payment information, that it was a scam.
“NEVER give someone payment info when they called 

you!” she wisely advised in the post.
Her post on nextdoor generated about 100 comments, 

from people who have received similar suspicious calls 
from various businesses and people offering advice on 
how to avoid becoming victims.

Here’s what Jennifer Bilotta, vice president, commu-
nications, at Comcast, told DelawareLive:

“If customers suspect a potential scam or anything 
suspicious, they should contact Comcast immediately 
to verify the legitimacy of the call. A customer should 
be suspicious of anyone that requests personal informa-
tion, such as solicitations for usernames, passwords,  
account numbers or any other personal data.

“Customers can report alleged scams to our Comcast 
Security Assurance team, which is a dedicated group of 
security professionals, at abuse@comcast.net. Or, for 
additional support, customers also can contact us at 
[our] abuse reporting page or 888-565-4329.”

Comcast also maintains a disturbing page with lists of 
the latest scams, with 20 phone scams and six phishing 

email scams logged on Nov. 30 alone. The listings label 
each scam with the email address of the sender (or part 
of the email address) or caller ID number, so their warn-
ings appear when savvy consumers search for the email 
addresses or phone numbers.

Sadly, phone numbers and caller IDs can easily be 
faked by criminals. That technique is called spoofing. And 
it’s all too easy for scammers to move to new numbers 
and new email addresses.

Did Seramone’s account information that the scammer 
knew appear in a data breach? Comcast did not respond. 
Would Comcast make voice calls to customers and  
potential customers with deals? Comcast didn’t respond 
to that question, either.

The Federal Trade Commission rounds up phone 
scams on one handy and helpful page.

The easiest advice is to sign up for the national Na-
tional Do Not Call Registry  (it won’t stop criminals 
but should reduce calls from telemarketers) and to  
enable or acquire call-blocking software. It’s also rec-
ommended to just not answer the phone when unknown 
phone numbers or unusual caller IDs appear and let 
those calls go to voicemail. Delaware is also joining the 
fight against robocalls.
THE ‘CAN YOU HEAR ME?’ SCAM

One of the tips that Seramone received was advice 
against ever saying “yes” to an unknown caller, even if 
it’s to an innocent-sounding question, like “Can you 
hear me?” The reason: your “yes” can be used to justify 
some nefarious charge.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://nextdoor.com/p/ZynQXJMTk2Ns
https://internetsecurity.xfinity.com/help/alerts
https://consumer.ftc.gov/articles/phone-scams
https://www.donotcall.gov/
https://www.donotcall.gov/
https://delawarelive.com/delaware-task-force-scam-calls/
https://delawarelive.com/scam-youre-not-getting-calls-real-deals/
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Here’s how Del. 
hospitals focus 
on underserved 
communities

BY NOAH ZUCKER

TidalHealth Nanticoke purchased mobile medical vans 
to take healthcare services to hard-to-reach communi-
ties. Beebe Healthcare started a monkeypox vaccination 
program for the LGBTQ+ community at the beach.
ChristianaCare created a new wellness and psychother-
apy center for transgender patients.

These are just a few of the initiatives highlighted in 
the Delaware Healthcare Association’s “Health Equity 
Report,” which details ways state hospitals are working 
to improve healthcare access and outcomes for under-
served groups. The association is a hospital trade and 
member services organization for Delaware’s hospitals.
AIDING UNDERSERVED

CEO Wayne Smith said the definition of health equity 
is still evolving. He described it as an approach to med-

icine that acknowledges “life circumstances and the 
complexities of history can have a negative impact” on 
healthcare and outcomes for some demographic groups.
These inequities are often most pronounced among 
those living in poverty, the LGBTQ+ community and 
people of color.

Smith said the concept of health equity is only about 
five years old, but healthcare providers in Delaware have 
been working to break down these disparities for much 
longer than that.

The association report highlighted the racial and  
ethnic disparities in infant mortality rates across Dela-
ware. The statewide infant mortality rate dropped 20% 
between 2009 and 2019, but between 2017 and 2019 the 
rate among Black mothers was still four times higher 
than the rate among white mothers, said March of 
Dimes, an organization that compiles birth statistics. 
The rate for Hispanic mothers was about half the rate 
among Black mothers over the same period.

The healthcare association also noted its support for 
the “momnibus” legislative package, a slate of bills fo-
cused on improving maternal and infant care statewide. 
It was passed into law in July.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://deha.org/getattachment/Reports/DHA-Health-Equity-Report/DHA-Health-Equity-Report-12-18-22.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://deha.org/getattachment/Reports/DHA-Health-Equity-Report/DHA-Health-Equity-Report-12-18-22.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://delawarelive.com/del-hospitals-focus-on-underserved-communities/
https://www.del-one.org
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Veolia surprises customers with 
credit in water bills
BY KEN MAMMARELLA

A mega-deal among two large French companies that 
operate a lot of local water systems has resulted in a one-
time credit for Delaware customers and a bunch of other 
commitments.

Veolia’s merger with Suez had to go through various 
regulatory agencies, including the Delaware Public  
Service Commission, which approved the credit in  
November and ordered Veolia to include it in the next 
monthly bill.

The one-time credit is based upon customers’ meter 
size, starting at $31.45 for 5/8-inch meters and $1,109.51 
for 10-inch meters. Veolia serves 38,000 customers in 
Delaware. The credit is large enough to more than  
cover some customers’ monthly bill. Although the  
credit has been in the works for months, it surprised 
some customers.

VEOLIA’S ‘MOST FAVORED NATION’ CLAUSE
Veolia’s latest bill explains that the “one-time credit is 

related to the ‘most favored nation’ clause. This clause 
ensures that customers in Delaware receive the same 
public benefit per customer as Veolia customers in other 
states.” The one-time credit, other payments and vari-
ous commitments are detailed on a PSC docket with 
more than 30 documents. Several documents involve 
financing other programs.

Veolia, in one document, committed to $510,000: 
$300,000 to reduce customer arrears (part of COVID-19 
relief), $110,000 in low-income programs (known as 
Cares when run by Suez, and now called Veolia Cares) 
and $100,000 for community benefits and charitable 
contributions over a three-year period.

click here to read more

WE’RE HERE  
because your child’s  

health matters.

PEDIATRICS
1-866-BAY-DOCS

BAYHEALTH PEDIATRICS, MILFORD

We’re parents too and we know your child’s 
health is a priority! Whether you have a 
newborn, toddler, or teen, we’re driven to 
give them the care they need. As moms we’re 
experts in TLC, as pediatricians, we’re experts 
in your child’s health and wellbeing. 

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delafile.delaware.gov/CaseManagement/DocketPage.aspx?from=docket&ViewDocketPage=ViewDocketPage&MatterNo=21-0436&MatterId=da9ced2b-b816-4e6b-b6dd-50b23674ef11&Type=Docket
https://delawarelive.com/veolia-surprises-customers-with-credit-in-water-bills/
https://www.bayhealth.org/locations/pediatrics
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Delaware’s minimum wage to 
rise again Jan. 1
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Delaware’s minimum wage earners will get a 12% 
raise in the new year. The state’s lowest legal salary for 
most industries is set to increase on Jan. 1 from $10.50 
to $11.75 per hour. The wage hike is the second in a 
four-part incremental increase that will reach $15 per 
hour by 2025.

Last year, the minimum wage went from $9.25 to 
$10.50. On Jan. 1, 2024, the minimum wage will be  
increased to $13.25 before maxing out at $15 in 2025. 
The following are exempted from the wage hike:

• Employees in agriculture
•  Employees in domestic service in or about private 

homes
• Employees of the United States Government
• Outside commission-paid salespeople
•  Bonafide executives, administrators and professionals
•  Employees engaged in fishing and fish processing at 

sea

•  Volunteer workers for educational, religious or 
non-profit organizations

•  Junior camp counselors employed by non-profit 
summer camp programs

•  Inmates participating in Department of Correction 
programs

The minimum wage for employees who receive tips 
remains $2.23 per hour.

While those due for a pay bump are celebrating, others 
are not. Many small business owners and industry  
leaders say the increase comes at a time when small 
businesses are struggling to make ends meet in the  
wake of record inflation, supply chain disruptions and 
employee shortages.

“Minimum wage increasing on Jan. 1 is complicated 
for businesses,” said Julie Miro Wenger, executive di-
rector of the Delaware Food Industry Council, which 
represents food retailers, wholesalers and their suppliers 

in the First State. Miro Wenger said inflation, supply 
chain issues, labor shortages and higher commodity 
prices are making it a difficult time to be an employer.

“Employers have raised wages above minimum wage 
and many are offering bonuses, flexible hours and more 
benefits,” she said. “Every sector of industry seems to be 
facing a labor crunch with 4.4% unemployment.”

Bob Older, president of the Delaware Small Business 
Chamber, called the minimum wage hike “a joke.”

“Not only were all these increases during COVID 
hurting business in general, but prices have also increased 
so much that these extra wages aren’t even helping,” 
Older said. “We all knew this would happen. Prices have 
just gone up to nullify any pay increases.”

The federal minimum wage, which hasn’t changed 
since 2009, stands at $7.50 per hour—nearly three times 
less than it would be if it kept pace with inflation and 
productivity growth, according to the Center for Eco-
nomic and Policy Research.

“While the national minimum wage did rise roughly 
in step with productivity growth from its inception in 
1938 until 1968, in the more than five decades since 
then, it has not even kept pace with inflation,” the Center 
wrote in a recent blog post. “However, if the minimum 
wage did rise in step with productivity growth since 
1968 it would be almost $21.50 an hour today.”

But looking to Delaware as an example, Older said the 
promised benefits of an increased wage haven’t panned 
out.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/minimum-wage-hike-bill-heads-to-carney-for-signature/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/walking-the-talk-carney-signs-bill-to-raise-minimum-wage-to-15/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/walking-the-talk-carney-signs-bill-to-raise-minimum-wage-to-15/
https://www.dsbchamber.com/
https://www.dsbchamber.com/
https://www.cepr.net/this-is-what-minimum-wage-would-be-if-it-kept-pace-with-productivity/
https://www.cepr.net/this-is-what-minimum-wage-would-be-if-it-kept-pace-with-productivity/
https://www.cepr.net/this-is-what-minimum-wage-would-be-if-it-kept-pace-with-productivity/
https://delawarelive.com/minimum-wage-2023/
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Rehoboth’s Dru Tevis wins Food 
Network’s baking title
BY PAM GEORGE

Ultimately, it was the choice between a mountain in 
Switzerland or a hammock in the Caribbean. The coun-
tries were cake themes in the Food Network’s “Holiday 
Baking Championship” finale on Monday, Dec. 19.

The ombre blue mountain cake belonged to Dru  
Tevis, director of the pastry program for Rehoboth 
Beach, DE-based SoDel Concepts, who had consistently 
wowed the judges during the eight-week program.

Competitor and colleague Aishia Martinez had perched 
a hammock and palm trees—made from chocolate- 
wrapped pretzels—on her cake, which featured the  
flavors of Puerto Rico and Jamaica.

Martinez seemingly had the advantage. Tevis’ cake 
boasted banana and passion fruit flavors—hardly the 
hallmarks of Swiss cuisine, noted Carla Hall, a judge 
and celebrity chef. But she and fellow judges Nancy 

Fuller and Duff Goldman could not stop eating the 
multilayered slices. And all was forgiven since there was 
chocolate—a Swiss claim to fame.

In the end, Tevis won the title and $25,000.
The announcement was met with cheers and whoops 

at SoDel Concept’s Thompson Island Brewing Co. in 
Rehoboth, which had hosted a viewing party each week.

Tevis breathed a sigh of relief that the wait was over.
He’d kept the final results from everyone, including his 
husband, Chase Cline.

“It was hardest when I first got home,” Tevis acknowl-
edged. “It got easier as we got closer to the end. Honestly, 
the fact that I won made it easier to keep the secret since 
I knew the payoff would be good.”

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.foodnetwork.com/shows/holiday-baking-championship
https://www.foodnetwork.com/shows/holiday-baking-championship
https://www.sodelconcepts.com/
https://thompsonislandbrewing.com/
https://delawarelive.com/rehoboths-dru-tevis-food-networks-baking-title/
http://citizensforjudicialfairness.org/
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Get into the holiday spirit with 
these local craft brews
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

It’s official: Christmastime is here. But if you’re any-
thing like many of our readers, you’ve been so busy 
working, shopping for presents and buying groceries 
that you’re just not feeling the holiday spirit yet.

Not to worry. For such a small state, Delaware is chock-
full of local craft breweries, and many of them have  
curated unique winter warmers that (after a few) will 
have you feeling both merry and bright. Many of them 
can be purchased at your local liquor store. For others, 
you’ll have to head to the brewery yourself. We’ve  
rounded up all the information you’ll need to warm 
yourself up this Christmas.

Cheers!

JINGLE BERRY
Brewery: Crooked Hammock
Style: Mixed Berry Sour
ABV: 6.5%
Brewer’s description: It’s the most wonderful time for 

a beer. We jingled all the way with this fruited sour ale, 
filling our fermenters with the mythical & merry Jingle 
Berry, aka a bountiful blend of raspberry, blueberry, 
boysenberry and strawberry.

Locations: Middletown, Lewes

click here to read more

COVID-19 doesn’t just crash holiday get-togethers — it cancels 
them. So whatever you’re celebrating this season, make sure 
you’ve gotten your bivalent booster and follow these other 

steps to stay safe and leave COVID out in the cold.  

Stay home if you’re sick.
Get vaccinated and boosted. 

Get tested before and after gatherings.
Wear a mask when cases are high.  

Don’t let COVID-19 freeze 
your holiday season.

For more information, 
visit de.gov/holidays.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.visitdelaware.com/de-on-tap/breweries-wineries-distilleries/breweries
https://www.crookedhammockbrewery.com/jingle-berry/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/holiday-brews-2022/
https://coronavirus.delaware.gov/holiday-recommendations/
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DOJ seeks other victims in Sussex 
child pornography case
BY STAFF WRITER

State prosecutors are seeking help in the case of a  
Sussex County pastor charged with soliciting child 
porn. Leonard Eley, 62, the pastor of Storm Shelter  
Ministries in Laurel, was found with two photos of a 
naked underage person, said Caroline DeJose, a public 
information officer for the Delaware Department of 
Justice. Investigators said Eley paid for the photos of the 
minor, a former Storm Shelter parishioner, with money 
stolen from the congregation.

One person has come forward with allegations so far, 
but based on witness statements the department suspects 
Eley’s sexual misconduct extended to other victims, 
DeJose said.

The department has not provided any other informa-
tion about the victim or a timeline of Eley’s offenses. 
They say the photos were solicited toward the end of a 
year that the pastor was in touch with the victim.  
DeJose said the investigation began last summer, when 

the victim approached authorities. The illegal activities 
are believed to have occurred in Milton.

The pastor was arrested during the summer, DeJose 
said. Last month, he was charged with sexual solicita-
tion of a minor, theft by false pretense and two counts 
of possession of child pornography. Eley has not entered 
a plea yet. He’s scheduled to be arraigned on Jan. 6. The 
pastor was released from custody on $30,000 cash bail, 
reduced from $63,000, DeJose said.

The department planned to hold a question-and- 
answer session for reporters on Tuesday, but DeJose said 
it was canceled due to scheduling issues. It is not granting 
interviews about the case.

Anyone with more information about Eley is encour-
aged to contact Det. Chris Whitehouse of the Milton 
Police Department at (302) 684-8547, extension 103.

BACK TO THE PEOPLE!

�������
�������

Supporting pro-growth, pro-jobs policies, 
and greater transparency and accountability 

in state government.

Stay Informed
Follow us @ABetterDelaware

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/doj-seeks-other-victims-in-sussex-child-pornography-case/
https://www.abetterdelaware.org/?fbclid=IwAR1ClbbuJMum0Cm3I6sVfYS8-2TlcmHus6sS0tdKD3e0mldowF6u4MB1STU
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Senate Dems pick up committee seats 
with larger majority
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Leaders in the Delaware Senate have revealed the 
body’s committee assignments for the 152nd General 
Assembly which begins in January. Senate President 
Pro Tempore-Elect Dave Sokola announced the assign-
ments Monday.

“Legislative committees are an essential part of the 
legislative process where senators gather public input 
and determine which bills should move forward,” Sokola 
said in a news release. “The assignments I’m announcing 
today will give every member of our majority caucus 
the opportunity to lead while giving the minority caucus 
proportional representation.”

In a statement to Delaware LIVE News, Senate  
Minority Leader Brian Pettyjohn thanked Sokola for 
honoring the committee assignment requests of the  
Republican Caucus’s members.

“As a caucus, we are ready to thoughtfully take part in 
the committee process and propose legislation that will 
have positive impacts on the state of Delaware,” Pettyjohn 
said.

In addition to assigning members to committees, 
Sokola announced some minor restructuring that will 
take effect next session. The previously distinct Trans-
portation Committee has been merged into the new 
Environment, Energy & Transportation Committee, 
while the Banking, Business & Insurance Committee 
will expand its scope to include matters related to tech-
nology and the Housing Committee will expand its 
scope to include land use.

“These changes reflect how intertwined these issues 
are with one another,” Sokola said.

click here to read more

kennyfamilystores @kennyfamstores

Pumpkin Everything

Well, and apples and pears. 

Family owned and operated,
Kenny Family Shoprites of Delaware
are proud to have been nourishing our 
community for more than 25  years. 

Whether you’re craving fresh apple cider
or looking for the perfect snack to take to or looking for the perfect snack to take to 
the tailgate, we’ve got you covered.

We look forward to seeing you as you
fill up on all the best flavors of fall.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/
https://legis.delaware.gov/Committees/Senate
https://delawarelive.com/senate-committee-assignments-2023/
http://kennyfamilystores.com/
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Constables: What are they; why 
so many are being hired
BY JAREK RUTZ

Christina School District is the latest Delaware dis-
trict to hire constables to help ensure student safety, a 
trend that has been spreading statewide. Since the start 
of the school year, Christina has hired three at the  
elementary level. School board member Don Patton  
expects Superintendent Dan Shelton to push for consta-
bles at secondary schools next.

“I’m against that and I’m gonna fight vigorously 
against that,” Patton said. He believes the system should 
have constables in elementary schools, but that high 
schools only need a single school resource officer.
WHAT IS A SCHOOL CONSTABLE?

School constables are officers whose authority falls 
somewhere between a security guard and a police officer. 
They are armed with guns and handcuffs, but can’t make 
official arrests. The sole difference between constables 
and school resource officers, Patton said, is that resource 

officers can make arrests.  Constables, however, can  
detain students or others on school property for up to 
two hours. After that, a student must be released or 
transferred to an officer who can make an arrest or 
press charges.

A district chooses the duties a constable will have, but 
they typically monitor cameras, patrol buildings inside 
and out, check doors, interact with students and train 
teachers on school safety initiatives.

“They are an integral part of our school safety plan in 
that they help monitor our buildings and make sure 
things are safe inside and out,” said Gary Zoll, director 
of student services at Seaford School District, which 
hired two constables in October.

click here to read more OB-GYN &  
FAMILY MEDICINE 

1-866-BAY-DOCS

I’M KANDIS SAMUELS-
LEUTZINGER, MD, MPH 

Caring for families has always been my 
passion. In addition to treating patients of  
all ages, my expertise in OB-GYN, prenatal 
care and deliveries means I can provide all 
the care needed for mothers and the youngest 
ones in your family. I’m here to bring better 
health for you and your loved ones.

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

I’M HERE  
to care for  
your growing 
family.
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Red Clay picks parent rep for 
Learning Collab
BY JAREK RUTZ

A Red Clay mom known for community advocacy has 
been appointed to the Wilmington Learning Collabo-
rative’s governing council as the school district’s parent 
representative.

Jenny Yeow, who has a child at Red Clay Consolidated 
School District’s William C. Lewis Dual Language  
Elementary School was chosen for the role, Red Clay 
Superintendent Dorrell Green said during Wednesday’s 
monthly board meeting.

“She’s very passionate about advocacy,” Green said, 
“and we’re excited about announcing this and putting 
forth the name.”

Yeow will join Brandywine School District’s parent 
representative Starr Wilson. Christina School District 
is interviewing candidates and plans to name its repre-
sentative at its Jan. 10 board meeting.

The collaborative is a new organization that will put 
all Wilmington city students in the three districts under 

an organization designed to increase learning and raise 
test scores by addressing educational, social and family 
issues. The 12-member board still has four vacancies. 
Here’s who makes up the Learning Collab’s board so 
far:

• Christina superintendent: Dan Shelton
• Brandywine superintendent: Lincoln Hohler
• Red Clay superintendent: Dorrell Green 
•  Christina city school board member: Alethea Smith- 

Tucker
•  Brandywine city school board member: Shanika 

Perry
• Red Clay city school board member: Adriana Bohm
• Brandywine parent representative: Starr Wilson
• Red Clay parent representative: Jenny Yeow
• Unfilled: Christina parent representative
• Unfilled: High school senior representative

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
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McConnells give $1M to Saint 
Mark’s for lab, studio
BY JAREK RUTZ

Paul and Linda McConnell have given Saint Mark’s 
High School another $1 million just two months after 
donating $1.75 million to help Ursuline Academy grow 
its tuition assistance program. The new donation will 
go towards the school’s $8 million capital campaign, 
which was launched at the beginning of this school year. 

The McConnells donation will go to both the endow-
ment and to fully fund a new robotics lab and maker-
space, as well as a multipurpose media and broadcast 
studio. The school expects to begin construction on 
them soon and they will be completed for the 2023-2024 
academic year. 

“Linda and I recognize and appreciate the lengths to 
which Saint Mark’s has embraced change and innova-
tion, which has clearly resulted in increased enrollment 
and higher visibility within the community,” said Paul  
McConnell in a news release. 

He hopes the investment will help the school continue 
to serve young people in both traditional, new and  
dynamic ways. 

Some of the funds will go towards supporting the Saint 
Mark’s tuition assistance program for local students 
with financial need.
SAINT MARK’S CAMPAIGN

Saint Mark’s is in the middle of an $8 million capital 
campaign. It will use the money in six areas:

Athletics and student fitness – $2.5 million
Endowment – $2 Million
Innovation and technology – $1 million
Fine and performing arts – $1 million
The fund for Saint Mark’s – $900,000 annually
Campus ministry and student life – $800,000

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
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https://www.ursuline.org/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/esports-virtual-reality-st-marks-renewing-goals/
https://delawarelive.com/mcconnells-give-st-marks-1m-for-robotics-lab/
https://delawarelive.com/advertise-with-us/
https://www.fseactionfund.org/subscribe


EDUCATION

23

Ursuline’s Nativity kickstarts 
celebration of Christmas
BY JAREK RUTZ

Ursuline Academy’s second grade routinely offers a 
Christmas pageant at the end of the year, but this year’s 
was a bit fluffier. In addition to 13 students, the cast for 
the first time included animals—several goats, a calf, 
an alpaca and a donkey—to tell the story of Jesus’s birth.

“When Jesus was born, there were plenty of animals 
around, so this definitely makes it more realistic and 
authentic for our students,” said Samantha Varano, 
principal of Ursuline’s Lower School. The Nativity story 
takes place in the courtyard of the Wilmington Catho-
lic school.

Quiver Farms in Montgomery County, PA, provided 
the furry friends for the 30-minute production. 

“Today’s performance is a way for the kids to learn 
more about their faith and how Jesus was born,” said 
Ursuline senior Emily Copeland, “and honestly, that’s 
what Christmas is really about.”

The second graders sang traditional sacred songs for 
each scene. “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” was sung 
first to illustrate a prophet foretelling the coming of the 
savior. In the next scene, the angel Gabriel salutes the 
blessed Virgin Mary, to the hymn of “Hail Mary, Gentle 
Woman.”

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
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click here to read more

Delaware flu cases plateau,  
but will holidays trigger rise?
BY BETSY PRICE

The week after the state announced the first flu death 
of the season, the number of confirmed flu cases 
dropped for two weeks in a row, leading to hopes that 
infections may have plateaued. The drop to 1,014 cases 
for the week ending Dec. 17, follows a small decline 
from 1,125 cases the previous week and 1,154 cases the 
week of Dec. 3. That comes just as schools are closing, 
people are traveling and holiday gatherings are kicking 
into high gear. Those year-end get-togethers tradition-
ally trigger a rise in flu cases.

“We prefer not to see an increase in influenza cases; 
however, it is a risk we expect during holiday gatherings,” 
said Timothy Turane, media relations coordinator for 
the Delaware Division of Public Health.

Worries over flu adds to fears of a tripledemic that 
could be caused by flu, COVID-19 and RSV (respiratory 
syncytial virus) that health officials worry will flood 
clinics and hospitals, delaying care for the sickest.
FIRST 2022-23 FLU DEATH

The Delaware Division of Public Health announced 
Friday that a Kent County man died from flu. The state 
does not identify victims, but said he was between the 
ages of 55 and 64.

“The first flu-related death of the season reminds us 
just how dangerous the flu can be,” said Dr. Rick Hong, 
interim director of the division. “Influenza started early 
this season and has been very active.”

So far, the state said, while flu cases continue to be high, 

flu hospitalizations remain relatively low. As of Dec. 3, 
the most recently available data for flu hospitalizations, 
there had been 47 hospitalizations for the season, the 
state said Friday. The number of RSV cases is declining, 
Turane said.

While the number of COVID-19 cases have fluctuat-
ed, “lately we have seen an upward trend,” Turane said. 
“Although New Castle County has been in the green 
community level, Kent and Sussex counties have esca-
lated to yellow over the past weeks.”

The state’s job of tracking COVID has been made 
more complicated by the number of people who test 
positive at home, but never seek any formal testing or 
medical attention so are not reported to the state.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/delaware-flu-cases-plateau-as-holidays-arrive/
https://debreastcancer.org/programs/yes2health/
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Delaware to 
close Curative 
COVID-19 test sites

BY STAFF WRITER

Delaware’s COVID-19 testing partner Curative Inc. 
will not renew its contract with the state when it expires 
next week. Wednesday, Dec. 28 will be the last day for 
Curative test site collection. 

Other Curative sites, such as the one located at the 
University of Delaware, have already closed. The last day 
for Curative testing at Delaware State Service Centers 
will be Friday, Dec. 23.
HOW TO GET TESTED WITHOUT CURATIVE

There will still be several places to test for COVID-19, 
including pharmacies, federally-qualified health centers 
and provider offices. The first step to finding a COVID 
test is to search the Division of Public Health’s online 
testing locator. Most in-person testing sites require a 
patient to show their insurance card. Those without  
insurance will likely be charged.

“Often, medically necessary tests will be at no charge, 
but non-medically necessary testing could cost $130 or 

more for people who are uninsured,” the agency said. 
“Contact the site in advance to confirm insurance  
requirements.”

Uninsured and underinsured Delawareans can visit a 
DPH Public Health Clinic for free testing.

Those who need test results for travel should search 
the testing locator to find out which sites offer PCR 
tests because rapid antigen tests do not satisfy federal 
travel requirements. Individuals may also contact their 
primary care physician for COVID testing options.
AT-HOME COVID TESTS

The White House recently announced that it is making 
up to four free at-home tests per household available at 
www.covidtest.gov. Tests will be mailed to your home 
after registration.

Insured individuals are eligible for up to eight free at-
home tests per covered member per month. Most peo-
ple with a health plan can go online, or to a pharmacy 
or store to get an at-home COVID-19 test at no cost, 
either through reimbursement or free of charge through 
their insurance.

click here to read more
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Riders use nine pins to defeat 
Bulldogs on Alumni Day
BY BENNY MITCHELL

The Laurel Bulldogs wrestling team came to Camden 
just eleven days from a state championship football run 
with several of those players now transitioning to the 
mat. The Riders however were full steam ahead in their 
third dual meet of the season.

It was Alumni Day for the Riders honoring the 1982 
and 2012 state championship teams prior to the match. 
The Riders used nine pins and a major decision in their 
58-19 win over the Bulldogs in front of men that rolled 
in the gym 40 years earlier.

“It is important for these kids to know and see the 
guys that were here before them, there is quite a bit of 
legacy here at Caesar Rodney. Fourteen state champi-
onships, I don’t know how many conference champion-
ships as well as a board full of state champs in our  
wrestling room,” Caesar Rodney head coach Trey 
Mitchell said.

The match began at 106 pounds where Alex McEvoy 
(106), Cole Moffett (113) and Nick Moore (120) got the 
Riders off to a fast start with three consecutive pins. 
Nathan Moore (126) won a 15-1 major decision followed 
by a pin by Trevor Copes at 132 pounds as Caesar  
Rodney jumped out to a 28-0.

Freshmen Nick and Nathan Moore are twin brothers 
who moved to the area last summer and have found 
themselves in the middle of the Riders’ lightweights.

“From the start, we liked the team and the environ-
ment, we have a lot of people to practice with and get 
better and everybody has the goal to be a state champ 
and that’s good,” Nick Moore said.

click here to read more
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Mahan, Radecki win inaugural girls’ 
wrestling competition
BY BENNY MITCHELL

The weekend of the 30th Annual Beast of the East 
Wrestling Tournament added a new wrinkle. Fifty-three 
girls spread across nine weight classes with schools in 
the surrounding states of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
Maryland and Virginia, plus two teams from Tennessee, 
West Virginia, Rhode Island, Utah and Florida.

Delaware Military’s senior Alyssa Mahan etched her 
name in history as the first-ever Girls Beast of the East 
champion winning the 122-pound weight class with 
three pins in the tournament. Natalie Radecki, a Caravel 
freshman, followed shortly with a second Beast of the 
East title for a Delaware girl.

“It was awesome, I was glad that we were able to put 
this event together. I just went out there, wrestled and 
had fun, that’s what it is all about,” Mahan said.

Radecki won the 102-pound weight being undersized 
in the weight class being just 90 pounds. She won a 2-0 
decision over Rhyne Johnson over Greenville, TN, in 
the final.

“It’s incredible just showing everyone out there that 
even being a girl you can win big things,” Radecki said.

Radecki won her first two matches by pin before  
winning the championship match by decision.

Ten Delaware girls competed in the field on Friday 
night at the Bob Carpenter Center. Most teams brought 
just one athlete with the exception of Caesar Rodney 
who brought two sisters, Emarie and McKenna Dolt. 
The Dolt’s mother Brandy, a former college wrestler 
herself, is also an assistant coach at Caesar Rodney.

click here to read more
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CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

BY NICK HALLIDAY

High school basketball, 
wrestling rankings: Week 3
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