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Interest rises in A.I. duPont going 
green to stem enrollment drop
BY BETSY PRICE

The leader of a Red Clay task force wants to reinvent 
Alexis I. du Pont High School as a magnet school with a 
green campus that offers environmental science classes 
to prepare students for jobs in the eco-industries.

The rebranding move, which has been warmly en-
dorsed by government officials and others, is designed 
to help stem the shocking decline in A.I. enrollment, 
which dropped more than 50% in the last decade, by 
offering something new to attract more students.

“We decided that was a great thing for A.I. High to 
become the greenest high school campus in Delaware 
and in Greenville, Delaware,” said Victor J. Leonard Jr., 
a member of the Red Clay Consolidated School District 
board, in an October board meeting.

The idea was met Wednesday night in the board’s No-

vember meeting with support from the public—includ-
ing state Sen. Laura Sturgeon, D-Hockessin, a former 
educator—but also with fretting by some administra-
tors and board members who questioned Leonard’s 
committee organization and purpose.

Board member Cathy Thompson warned for the second 
meeting in a row that the task force was not operating 
under the board’s rules governing committees.

Instead of a loose group of people interested in the 
idea running around gathering ideas, the task force 
should have a defined mission, specifically-named 
members who include teachers, and an expectation of 
what it would produce, she said Wednesday and in the 
October meeting.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.redclayschools.com/
https://delawarelive.com/making-ai-dupont-go-green-to-stop-enrollment-drop/
https://www.hagley.org/
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She cites the case of a young man from New Jersey 
who was afraid to tell her that his girlfriend was a bit 
Goth. She wore black clothes and black eyeliner all the 
time.

“We ended up with a salt and pepper diamond with 
black diamonds around it, which was perfect for her,” 
she said. Those diamonds still have flecks of carbon in 
them instead of being crystal clear. “We got it into his 
budget. It’s was right for him, and he was elated that I 
could get something nice in his price range, because 
they are obviously a little less expensive,” she said.

His fiancée loved it, too.

Bridgewater Jewelry:
FIVE generations, 140 drama-studded years

BY BETSY PRICE

An unassuming corner shop in Historic New Castle will 
start celebrating its 140th anniversary—and its five gen-
erations of owners—on Small Business Saturday (Nov.6).

The colorful history of Bridgewater Jewelers starts with 
an English immigrant who lost a leg in a wood-chopping 
accident as a child. It goes on to encompass a grandson 
who committed suicide in the churchyard across the 
street before leading to today’s Mary Bridgewater, the 
only one of five children interested in the business.

“One of the unique things is no two generations were 
ever in the store together,” says Mary.

While the store offers all kinds of jewelry, from costume 
to high end, and services such as repairs and engraving, 
Mary said the shop’s forte is helping customers design 
the pieces they want.

She is particularly proud of helping people—especial-
ly young men buying engagement rings—find a ring in 
their price range that suits the young woman they plan 
to propose to.

Many customers walk in and say they’ve been told 
that they need to spend several months of paychecks on 
a ring, or they’ll say they have $1,000 to spend and ask 
what they can get for that.

‘That’s not how we’re going to start this conversation,” 
she tells them. “Sit down. Let’s talk about what we’re 
looking for. Tell me about her.”

Too many people get caught up in the idea of the ex-
pense or showiness of a ring rather that putting thought 
into what it means and how it suits the person receiving 
the ring.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://bridgewaterjewelers.com/
https://delawarelive.com/bridgewater-jewelry-140th-anniversary/
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Colonial surprise: Reading 
scores higher after COVID
BY BETSY PRICE

Colonial School District Superintendent Jeffrey D. 
Menzer unearthed a surprising fact while he was devis-
ing a method to track the effectiveness of a new focus 
on student reading skills and scores. The 2022 eighth 
graders who had been at Colonial schools since second 
grade, scored higher on reading proficiency tests than 
those in eighth grade in 2019, Menzer told the Colonial 
School Board Tuesday night.

“You’re telling me our post-COVID students outper-
formed their pre-COVID peers in reading,” the super-
intendent recalls asking the data team.

That data showed 40.9% of the 2022 eighth graders 
maintained or improved their ranking as proficient— 
meaning they met their grade’s standard. But only 35.5% 
of the 2019 eighth graders did, the data showed.

“I’m hearing all about learning loss and how we fail 
the students and the staff are panicked that they failed 
our students during COVID and they’re not doing any-
thing to help them, but our post-COVID cohort actually 
outperformed the pre-COVID cohort,” Menzer said.

He credited the dedication of teachers who kept trying 
to help students with schools closed and classes forced 
into online sessions that were not comfortable for stu-
dents, teacher or parents.

“Granted, we’re still not meeting the standard. We need 
to be totally transparent,” Menzer said. “This 40.9% 
here is low, but it’s higher than it was before COVID. So 
whatever we did for students to help them stay on track, 
I believe this is something to be celebrated by every 
teacher on this staff.”

The comparison pleased Laurisa Schutt, executive  
director of First State Educate, a nonprofit devoted to 
improving Delaware’s public schools.

“Menzer is using data analytics to determine what is 
working and what is not working so his educators know 
when and how to pivot,” she said. “The outcome is that 
kids are learning—with proof. Data is not something to 
be feared for blame—it is valuable information from 
which to focus precious little time. Well done, Colonial, 
for leaning into the high stakes of now!”

Britney Mumford, executive director of Delaware-
CAN, a nonprofit that encourages everyday citizens to 
get involved in education, said Colonial’s data is truly 
encouraging.

“They show us that when we adopt innovative but 
proven new methods we can expect improvement,” she 
said. “The dedication of Menzer and the Colonial School 
District on improving reading proficiency deserves ap-
plause but what I really love is their candor on the topic.

“While scores have improved, he doesn’t hesitate that 
they can’t take their foot off the gas. Hats off to a team 
that pushed even harder in such trying times. Let’s rep-
licate this success.”
FINDING THE READING SCORES

The system’s discovery comes as the district is spend-
ing about $3 million to buy a new curriculum that gives 
the district a more comprehensive way to focus on the 
science of reading.

That money is coming from Colonial’s share of the 
federal Elementary and Secondary School Emergency 
Relief funds designed to help schools cope with prob-
lems generated by the COVID-19 pandemic.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
http://www.colonialschooldistrict.org/
https://delawarelive.com/colonial-reading-scores-higher-after-covid/
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Final draft of plan for I-95 cap 
park released
BY KEN MAMMARELLA

A final draft is out for a plan to cap Interstate 95 in 
downtown Wilmington and create a 12-acre park atop 
the newly renovated highway.

“Can it be done?” regional planner Dave Gula asked 
rhetorically. “We believe it can.”

“Absolutely,” consultant Mary Margaret Jones said at 
a public meeting Thursday when asked for her gut feel-
ing about getting the massive funding that the project 
will require. “I believe there’s enough energy to repair 
these wrongs,” she added, referring to how the fabric of 
Delaware’s largest city was split when the interstate was 
constructed a half-century ago and how the park would 
enhance the quality of life for its neighbors, downtown 
workers and folks further afield.

The Wilmington Area Planning Council, where Gula 
works, for a year has been planning a park. Staff mem-
bers developed multiple versions and made adjustments 

after gathering public input and technical data on  
things like traffic.

The latest plan will get more reviews and by mid- 
December will be opened up for public comment for a 
month on the WILMAPCO website. The goal is to have 
it endorsed in one more key vote by mid-January, when 
it would then become eligible for government funding.

Funding might take a year or three, said Jones, presi-
dent of Hargreaves Jones, a firm whose work also  
includes planning the similar Park at Penn’s Landing, 
crossing over I-95 to connect Philadelphia to the river-
front. Design and engineering would take more than a 
year, she added, and construction three to five years.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.google.com/maps/@39.7501697,-75.5522703,17z
https://delawarelive.com/i-95s-restore-the-corridor-work-largely-finished/
http://www.wilmapco.org/i95cap/
https://www.parkatpennslanding.com/
https://delawarelive.com/final-draft-of-plan-for-i-95-cap-park-released/
http://lynmarbuilders.com
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Want a low-digit surf fishing 
plate? Get ready to bid
BY BETSY PRICE

She may sell seashells by the seashore, but sundry surf 
fishers couldn’t give a sturgeon or swordfish about that.
Those men and women only have eyes for a low-digit 
surf fishing plate that allows them to drive on that sea-
shore to cast their lines from the sand.

Starting Tuesday, Nov. 22 at 9 a.m., they have a chance 
to bid on two-, three- and four-digit plates when the 
Delaware Department of Natural Resources and  
Environmental Control opens its annual auction of 
low-digit surf ones online at www.usgovbid.com. The 
auction—reflecting Delaware’s obsession with low-digit 
vehicle plates—lasts through Dec. 9. Proceeds benefit 
Delaware State Parks.

Bidders will have the option to bid on 15 tags, includ-
ing Nos. 32, 58, 143, 226, 355, 488, and on eight “choice” 
categories, ranging from tags 51 to 9999. For the choice 
tags, the highest bidder in each range can choose a  
number, if it’s not already sold, within that category. 

The minimum bid for a low-digit surf fishing plate is 
$250. By state law, surf-fishing tags numbered 1 through 
200 can only be used on vehicles registered in Delaware.

The auction was authorized by the Delaware General 
Assembly in 2015.

A low-digit surf fishing plate is not required to drive-
on surf fish in Delaware State Parks.

Annual and two-year surf fishing permits from  
DNREC are expected to go on sale within the next few 
weeks. For more information about the auction, go to 
destateparks.com/LowDigitTags. It includes a list of 
numbers that are not available.

Once a plate is given to the highest bidder, it can be 
sold or given to someone else, but there will be a one-
time transfer fee of $72. That’s the same amount the 
DMV charges for the transfer of low-digit black and 
white tags.

HIGH SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, October 18, 2021
10:00am - 1:00pm 

VIKING FOR A DAY
You are invited to feel the energy

of VKNation as a Viking for a Day.

Viking Visits begin October 4th.

HIGH SCHOOL
PLACEMENT TEST

November 13, 2021 8:30am
November 14   12:00pm

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://dnrec.alpha.delaware.gov/
https://dnrec.alpha.delaware.gov/
https://news.delaware.gov/2022/11/02/dnrec-to-pilot-changes-to-delaware-surf-fishing-permit-program-for-2023/
https://destateparks.com/LowDigitTags
https://delawarelive.com/want-a-low-digit-surf-fishing-plate/
https://www.steschools.org/admissions
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DNREC’s Recyclopedia: Quick advice 
about what to recycle
BY BETSY PRICE

If you recycle, you’re constantly confronting questions:
•  Do I need to take the plastic ring off that milk carton?
• Is recycling a potato chip bag OK?
•  Can I recycle my coffee cup from my favorite coffee 

shop?
• Can I toss this pizza box into recycling?
•  Now that I’m done with this plastic tooth tray for 

Invisalign braces, can I recycle it?
The Delaware Department of Natural Resources 

and Environmental Control’s newly revamped Recy-
clopedia can help. DNREC relaunched it Tuesday to 
mark America Recycles Day.

The Recyclopedia site is designed to help people de-
cide if something can be recycled and if so, how. Maybe 
you toss it into your home recyclables, or maybe you 
need to drop it off at a state collection site. Some things 
just have to be thrown away.

While the site can be useful, it’s obsessed with getting 
your address (which it says it does not keep).

It can take a few minutes to figure out how to navigate 
the site. That can force users to go through long lists of 
things that can or can’t be recycled until they scroll 
down the page and find the photos of 375 common 
items and advice about what to do with them.

The entries are not always helpful. For example, if you 
click on the plastic take-out container icon, the system 
just sends you back to the top of the page.
USING THE RECYCLOPEDIA

One entry says the clear plastic clamshell containers 
are fine to recycle. Styrofoam food containers are not.

But everybody who got takeout in the last two years 
got food in a huge range of plastic containers clearly 
marked with the recycle symbol and a number, and 
there’s no advice about what to do with all of those.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://dnrec.alpha.delaware.gov/
https://dnrec.alpha.delaware.gov/
https://delawarelive.com/dnrecs-recyclopedia-quick-advice-recycle/
http://citizensforjudicialfairness.org/
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Delaware State Fair announces 
first summer concert performer

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Esteemed rap artist Nelly will once again perform at 
the Delaware State Fair, event organizers announced 
Tuesday.

“Diamond-selling, multi-platinum, Grammy award- 
winning rap superstar, entrepreneur, philanthropist 
and actor, Nelly, has continually raised the bar for the 
entertainment industry since stepping on the scene in 
2000 with his distinctive vocals and larger-than-life 
personality,” the State Fair said in a news release.

Nelly will perform Friday, July 21, 2023, at the M&T 
Bank Grandstand in Harrington. He previously  
performed at Firefly in September 2021 and at the  
Delaware State Fair in July 2022.

He’ll be joined by country singer and songwriter 
Chase McDaniel, who, according to his Apple Music  
biography, “broke out of Nashville in 2022 with a rock/
country hybrid filled with an edgy swagger and street-
wise lyrics.”

McDaniel’s music, according to McDaniel, “reflects 
the outlook of a man who has had a few misadventures 
in life and love, but with a dose of honesty and just the 
right amount of humor.”

The fair will be held from July 20 to July 29, 2023. For 
tickets and information, click HERE.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nelly
https://www.delawarestatefair.com/welcome
https://www.delawarestatefair.com/m-t-bank-grandstand
https://www.delawarestatefair.com/m-t-bank-grandstand
https://townsquaredelaware.com/delaware-state-fair-announces-headline-entertainment-for-2022/
https://music.apple.com/us/artist/chase-mcdaniel/1590932056
https://www.delawarestatefair.com/concert-lu
https://delawarelive.com/delaware-state-fair-nelly/
https://bit.ly/34swWML
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BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Walmart announced Tuesday that the company has 
agreed to a $3.1 billion settlement to resolve a nation-
wide lawsuit brought by states, tribes and municipali-
ties over its role in the opioid crisis. Delaware stands to 
receive up to $11.8 million under the terms of the settle-
ment framework.

The lawsuit alleged that Walmart exacerbated the opi-
oid addiction crisis by failing to appropriately oversee 
the dispensing of opioids at its stores. In a statement 
Tuesday, the company said it believes the settlement 
framework “will provide significant aid to communities 
across the country in the fight against the opioid crisis, 
with aid reaching state and local governments faster 
than any other nationwide opioid settlement to date, 
subject to satisfying all settlement requirements.”

The agreement does not require Walmart to make any 
admission of liability. The company insisted it “strongly 
disputes” the allegations made in the lawsuit.

Walmart agrees to $3.1B opioid 
settlement, $11.8M goes to DE

In a news release Tuesday, Delaware Attorney General 
Kathy Jennings said the framework agreement will 
change Walmart’s practices and improve lives through-
out the country.

“Delaware has made real progress in the fight against 
substance use disorder, but families from Claymont to 
Selbyville are still paying the costs of the opioid epi-
demic,” Jennings said. 
WALMART SETTLEMENT FRAMEWORK

If finalized, the settlement will include:
•  $3.1 billion to be divided by states that sign on, local 

governments and tribes, which must be used to pro-
vide treatment and recovery services to people strug-
gling with opioid use disorder

•  Broad, court-ordered requirements, including robust 
oversight to prevent fraudulent prescriptions and 
flag suspicious prescriptions

Further, Walmart said it will:

• Educate and empower pharmacists
• Reduce the amount of opioids dispensed
• Protect against diversion and theft
• Increase access to overdose reversal medication
•  Educate patients and communities about opioid abuse
•  Advocate for state and national policies aimed at 

curbing opioid abuse and misuse
“Walmart’s mission is to help people ‘live better,’ and 

this includes both providing our customers with access 
to their prescription medications and helping to fight 
the opioid crisis facing our country,” the company said.

Each state, municipality and tribe will be required to 
sign on to participate in the settlement. If they do, the 
$3 billion will be divided between them. 

“The parties are optimistic that the settlement will 
gain the support of the required 43 states by the end of 
2022, allowing local governments to join the deal during 
the first quarter of 2023,” said a statement by the  
attorneys general behind the lawsuit. “Further details 
about how the money will be distributed will be forth-
coming.”

Delaware broke a record in 2021 for the most over-
dose deaths in a single year, with 515. More than 82% of 
those overdoses involved fentanyl. According to the 
University of Delaware, about one out of every 100  
Delawareans are dependent on opioids. Four out of five 
new heroin users started out misusing prescription 
painkillers. Delaware has the 13th-highest fatal opioid 
overdose rate in the United States.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://corporate.walmart.com/newsroom/2022/11/15/walmart-announces-nationwide-opioid-settlement-framework
https://delawarelive.com/walmart-settlement/
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Google to pay 
$4.3M in location 
tracking 
settlement

BY STAFF WRITER

Google agreed to a $391.5 million settlement with 40 
states Monday over charges that the company tracked 
users’ location data even when asked not to. 

Delaware will receive more than $4.3 million from 
the settlement. The money will go toward the Delaware 
Department of Justice’s Consumer Protection Fund,  
allowing it to do future work without drawing on tax-
payer dollars. Attorney General Kathy Jennings said the 
ruling shows the state’s commitment to protecting  
citizens’ personal data and “ensuring Delawareans are 
able to make informed decisions regarding their highly 
sensitive information.”

Location data is a key part of Google’s digital adver-
tising business, Jennings said. Google uses the personal 
and behavioral data it collects to build detailed user 

profiles and target ads on behalf of its advertising  
customers. 

“Location data is among the most sensitive and  
valuable personal information Google collects,” a De-
partment of Justice news release said. “Even a limited 
amount of location data can expose a person’s identity 
and routines and can be used to infer personal details.”

The multistate coalition of attorneys general began 
investigating Google following a 2018 Associated Press 
article that revealed Google “records your movements 
even when you explicitly tell it not to.” The article fo-
cused on two Google account settings: location history 
and web & app activity. 

Location history is “off” unless a user turns on the 
setting, but web & app activity—a separate account  
setting—is automatically “on” when users set up a  
Google account, including all Android phone users. 

The attorneys general found that Google violated state 
consumer protection laws by misleading consumers 
about its location-tracking practices since at least 2014. 

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.google.com/
https://attorneygeneral.delaware.gov/fraud/cpu/
https://apnews.com/article/north-america-science-technology-business-ap-top-news-828aefab64d4411bac257a07c1af0ecb
https://delawarelive.com/google-settlement/
https://www.del-one.org
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Delaware chef to battle it out 
on Netflix’s snack show

BY PAM GEORGE

On a November afternoon, Hari Cameron was making 
dough with a new type of flour. “I’m always working on 
stuff,” the Rehoboth Beach resident explained, putting 
the mix aside to take a phone call.

That’s because the James Beard-nominated chef is a 
consultant for a kitchen equipment company, and he’s 
worked with Think Rice, which supports American rice 
growers. But Cameron, co-owner of the fast-casual 
restaurant Grandpa Mac’s in Rehoboth Beach, would 
play with his food without a contract.

Adept at Instagram, his whimsical creations often 
catch the eye of TV show recruiters. But until recently, 
he turned them down. Then scouts for Netflix’s “Snack 
VS. Chef” called.

“This seemed like an interesting opportunity and a 
fun concept for a show,” said the father of three.

On the show, which starts Nov. 30, participants must 
come up with novel but shelf-stable snacks suitable for a 
vending machine. They also must recreate the classics. 
The prize: $50,000.

“It fits into the research and development that I was 
already doing,” Cameron said of his decision to head to 
Connecticut for filming.
UP TO THE TASK

Cameron’s unconventional upbringing included trips 
to ashrams and frequent moves so his parents could follow 
a guru. Eventually, they settled in Sussex County.

click here to read more

Proud partners in our 
Delaware communities

 
  

 
 

mountaire.com

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.grandpamac.com/
https://www.netflix.com/title/81307101
https://www.netflix.com/title/81307101
https://delawarelive.com/delaware-chef-netflix-snack-vs-chef/
https://mountaire.com/
https://molluraphoto.com
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Gun group asks court to halt 
semi-auto, magazine bans
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Delaware’s top Second Amendment advocacy group 
on Tuesday asked a federal court to halt enforcement of 
several gun bans passed earlier this year. The Delaware 
State Sportsmen’s Association filed a brief asking the 
U.S. District Court for the District of Delaware to issue 
a preliminary injunction halting House Bill 450 and 
Senate Substitute 1 for Senate Bill 6, calling both bills 
“ill-advised, emotionally-inspired, and patently uncon-
stitutional.”

“The Delaware State Sportsmen’s Association has 
been protecting and defending the rights of Delaware’s 
hunters, sportsmen and women, and law-abiding gun 
owners since 1968,” said Jeff Hague, the group’s president.

“We promised our members and the people of Dela-
ware that if (these bills) ever became law we would  

challenge them in court,” Hague said. “Today, we go a 
step further and ask the District Court to enjoin the 
state from proceeding with unconstitutional measures.”

The group alleges that the law coerces law-abiding  
citizens into permanently surrendering their firearms 
and magazines under the threat of criminal prosecution. 
In a press release, the association said it “challenges the 
audacity of the state” to schedule gun and magazine 
buy-back events weeks before the regulations take effect.

Gov. John Carney in June signed House Bill 450 into 
law, banning the manufacture, sale, offer to sell, transfer, 
purchase, receipt, possession, or transport of “assault 
weapons” in Delaware.

click here to read more

BACK TO THE PEOPLE!

�������
�������

Supporting pro-growth, pro-jobs policies, 
and greater transparency and accountability 

in state government.

Stay Informed
Follow us @ABetterDelaware

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://dssa.us/
https://dssa.us/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?legislationId=109607
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=109623
https://delawarelive.com/dssa-gun-lawsuit-injunction/
https://www.abetterdelaware.org/?fbclid=IwAR1ClbbuJMum0Cm3I6sVfYS8-2TlcmHus6sS0tdKD3e0mldowF6u4MB1STU
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State holds meeting on zero-
emission vehicle mandate

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Under a proposed regulation being considered by  
Delaware’s environmental control agency, all new pas-
senger cars, trucks and SUVs sold in Delaware would  
be zero-emissions by 2035.

The Department of Natural Resources and Environ-
mental Control held a virtual workshop on the matter 
Tuesday, yielding varied opinions.

Gov. John Carney in March announced that Delaware 
would adopt California’s zero-emission vehicle regula-
tions, which require automakers to deliver an increasing 
number of zero-emission light-duty vehicles each year 
beginning with model year 2027. 

Under the proposed regulation, zero-emission vehicles 
include zero tailpipe-emission vehicles, plug-in hybrid 
electric vehicles and hydrogen fuel cell vehicles. Sales of 
those vehicles must comprise 35% of new car deliveries 

in 2026, incrementally build to 68% in 2030 and reach 
100% in 2035.

“Delaware is preparing for a transition to a clean 
transportation future,” said DNREC Secretary Shawn 
Garvin. “More choices from manufacturers, longer range 
and affordability are making it easier for consumers to 
switch to cleaner vehicles, including electric vehicles.”

The regulation applies to automakers and covers only 
new vehicle sales. Existing vehicles on the road today 
would not be impacted, meaning they’d still be legal to 
own and drive. The regulation also wouldn’t apply to 
farm vehicles, officials clarified Tuesday.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/zero-emission-vehicle-hearing/
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/advanced-clean-cars-program/advanced-clean-cars-ii
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/advanced-clean-cars-program/advanced-clean-cars-ii
https://www.dtcc.edu/
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Democrats pick (not so) 
new caucus leaders
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Delaware House and Senate Democrats are sticking 
with the status quo in the next General Assembly.

Rep. Pete Schwartzkopf, D-Rehoboth Beach, was 
re-elected Speaker of the House during a caucus meet-
ing Saturday, after serving in that position since 2013.

Schwartzkopf faced a challenge from Rep. Paul Ba-
umbach, D-Newark. House Democrats would not  
release a roll call vote to Delaware LIVE News.

Rep. Valerie Longhurst, D-Bear, will remain House 
majority leader, a post she’s held since 2013. Rep. Melissa 
Minor-Brown, D-New Castle South, will become House 
majority whip. Her predecessor in that position, Rep. 
Larry Mitchell, was defeated in this year’s primary  

election by Rep. DeShanna Neal, D-Elsmere. Minor- 
Brown is the first person of color elected to a House 
leadership position. 

“I’m honored that my caucus put their trust in me to 
serve as the first Black member of our leadership team, 
and to be a part of the first team that includes two  
women,” Minor-Brown said in a news release. “We have 
an amazing, talented group of representatives in our 
caucus, and I can’t wait to hit the ground running.” 

In the Senate, members re-elected Sen. Dave Sokola, 
D-Newark, as president pro tempore. 

click here to read more

WE’RE HERE  
because your child’s  

health matters.

PEDIATRICS
1-866-BAY-DOCS

BAYHEALTH PEDIATRICS, MILFORD

We’re parents too and we know your child’s 
health is a priority! Whether you have a 
newborn, toddler, or teen, we’re driven to 
give them the care they need. As moms we’re 
experts in TLC, as pediatricians, we’re experts 
in your child’s health and wellbeing. 

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.
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Rep. Mike 
Ramone 

prevails in 
election recount

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

A recount in a northern Delaware state representative 
race confirmed the earlier reported results. Rep. Mike 
Ramone, R-Pike Creek, defeated Democrat Frank Burns 
by 41 votes in the recount—up from 35 votes in the  
earlier count.

“One of the most important parts of our elections is 
the integrity of the system,” Ramone said. “I am proud 
to be a Delawarean. Observing the recount over the past 
days and the tireless effort of our Court and Depart-
ment of Elections to assure accuracy and confidence in 
the election outcome was enlightening.”

The initial results published by the Department of 
Elections showed Ramone with 4,381 votes (50.2%). 
Burns was reported to have received 4,346 votes (49.8%).

In the recount—which was triggered automatically by 
law because the initial margin was less than 0.5%—both 
candidates lost votes but Burns lost more than Ramone.
Official recount results gave Ramone a 41-vote lead over 

Burns: 4,363 votes (50.2%) to 4,322 votes (49.8%).
Burns told Delaware LIVE News that he didn’t expect 

the results to change, but he was curious to see how the 
process would play out.

“It was very interesting to witness,” Burns said. “I 
think anyone who gets upset when results are slow in 
getting out should go and see the process because it’s 
very painstaking and very thorough.”

Burns, who said he plans to run again in 2024, con-
gratulated Ramone on his victory.

Ramone said he wanted to thank those who tirelessly 
worked day and night. “I also thank the Constituents of 
the 21st. I am proud to serve you,” he said. “And I thank 
all the supporters who not only voted but also gave of 
their time, money and love. That outpouring lives with 
me forever.”

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://elections.delaware.gov/results/html/index.shtml?electionId=GE2022
https://delawarelive.com/rep-mike-ramone-prevails-in-election-recount/
https://www.ursuline.org/admission/
https://delawarelive.com/advertise-with-us/


23

ed
u

c
at

io
nPhoto link: scott evers

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=10224765088025909&set=pcb.854382515943860


EDUCATION

24

The future is now at Saint Mark’s 
High School Esports Center
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

The term “student-athlete” takes on a new meaning at 
Saint Mark’s High School in Pike Creek, where gamers 
can exercise and flex perhaps the most important muscle 
of all: the brain.

Senior Giovanni Antonelli is captain of Saint Mark’s 
Esports’ Mario Kart team, which plays out of the school’s 
brand new, state-of-the-art Esports Center.

“It’s similar to most other sports in a lot of ways—it’s 
just that rather than doing physical exercises, you’re  
doing mental ones,” Antonelli said. “It takes a lot more 
skill than people realize to be as good as some of the 
professionals, and it’s also one of the fastest-growing 
and biggest industries on the planet.”

Antonelli is qualified to compare esports to the tradi-
tional kind: he also plays on the school’s soccer team. 
When he’s not on the field, he spends much of his time 
in the new 1,200-square-foot gaming center, which fea-

tures 21 gaming computers, including five on a varsity 
competition stage. Those computers are linked to tele-
visions that allow onlookers to watch gamers perform 
in real time.

The center also has three gaming console stations, a 
team collaboration corner and a shoutcasting center. (If 
you’re wondering what shoutcasting is, just think of 
sports commentators but for livestreamed video games.)
THE RISE OF ESPORTS

Before the center opened, the esports team played out 
of a room in the school’s basement using spare comput-
ers, according to Tom Fertal, the school’s president.

Fertal understands why some people might be skepti-
cal at first. Esports is a relatively new field, and for 
many—especially the older generation—it’s not clear at 
first what place video games have in schools. 

“If our sons or daughters or our students said, ‘Hey, I 

want to make a living playing professional sports,’ we’d 
kind of say, ‘Okay, but you know, there’s not a lot of  
people making a living playing professional sports.’”

But careers in professional sports aren’t just limited to 
the players on the field, Fertal said. One could work in 
sports journalism, marketing, medicine or sales. They 
could be announcers or trainers or photographers.

“Esports is the same way,” he said. “Are there people 
making a living playing games competitively? Abso-
lutely. Can you win money in an esports tournament? 
Absolutely. But the larger industry is why it’s fitting for 
an academic setting.”

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.firststateeducate.org/
https://www.stmarkshs.net/
https://twitter.com/esports_smhs
https://delawarelive.com/st-marks-esports-center/
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ChristianaCare lifts COVID-19 
visitation restrictions
BY STAFF WRITER

ChristianaCare has lifted its COVID-19 visitation re-
strictions at its hospitals. The company’s mask mandate 
will remain in place. In a news release Wednesday, the 
health system said it will return to its pre-COVID-19 
visitation policy. Effective immediately:

•  Hospitalized patients may accept visitors between 9 
a.m. and 8 p.m.

• The number of visitors per patient is not restricted.
• Hospital visitors must be 12 years of age or older.
•  Visitors to the intensive care units must be 16 years 

of age or older.
•  Visitors to the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) 

must be 12 years of age or older.
•  Overnight visitation is not allowed except in the  

Labor & Delivery, Postpartum, High Risk, Antepar-

tum, Neonatal Intensive Care (NICU) and Pediatric 
units, where one designated support person is al-
lowed overnight visitation.

•  Nurses and other members of the patient care team 
continue to have discretion to reduce or restrict  
visitation privileges at any time to ensure the health 
and safety of patients, visitors and caregivers.

Dr. Chris Casscells, MD, an orthopedic surgeon and 
policy director of the Caesar Rodney Institute’s Center 
for Health Policy, said ChristianaCare’s policy revision 
is “long overdue.”

“The previous response to COVID needs to be ana-
lyzed with a jaundiced eye and future recommendations 
should emanate from that,” Casscells said.

click here to read more

IT MAKES US  
ALL SAFE 

The COVID-19 vaccine is 
safe and proven to protect 

against serious illness.  
Need more reasons? Talk to 

your pediatrician today.

Need a reason to get your  
kid vaccinated? They’ve got plenty.

GO VAX  
DELAWARE!

de.gov/youthvaccine
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COVID, flu, 
RSV case rise 
could mean 
holiday 
tripledemic

BY BETSY PRICE

As the number of cases of three winter respiratory  
viruses rise sharply in Delaware, state officials on Mon-
day asked residents to take action to protect themselves 
and their families. Gov. John Carney compared the  
increasing numbers of COVID to rises at this time in 
2020 and 2021, leading into the holidays.

State health officials would like to avoid a tsunami of 
COVID-19, flu and respiratory syncytial virus (RSV)
and a repeat of last winter’s frantic January with record 
number of cases, hospitalizations, deaths and dire  
impacts on schools and businesses.

Their advice to stem that tide will sound familiar: Be 
vaccinated. Stay home if you’re sick. Seek medical help 
if you have underlying conditions or the infection seems 
severe. Be tested if you’re sick or if you’re going to visit 
people who are vulnerable. Wear a mask in crowded  
situations to avoid being infected.

POSSIBLE TRIPLEDEMIC
Among the tidbits thrown out during Monday’s on-

line press conference were:
•  483 new cases of the flu were reported in the last 

week, more than half of what’s been reported so far 
this season.

•  Delaware recorded 104 cases of RSV in the last week, 
which is 20% of the state’s total this season. That  
virus hits infants and toddlers particularly hard  
because of their small airways.

•  There’s been 131 new cases of COVID-19 in the last 
week, with 86 people hospitalized, 10 critical. Even 
so, that’s much lower than it’s been at this time in 
previous years, partly because so many people have 
been vaccinated.

click here to read more

OB-GYN &  
FAMILY MEDICINE 

1-866-BAY-DOCS

I’M KANDIS SAMUELS-
LEUTZINGER, MD, MPH 

Caring for families has always been my 
passion. In addition to treating patients of  
all ages, my expertise in OB-GYN, prenatal 
care and deliveries means I can provide all 
the care needed for mothers and the youngest 
ones in your family. I’m here to bring better 
health for you and your loved ones.

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

I’M HERE  
to care for  
your growing 
family.
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Tower Hill upsets Saint Mark’s for 
1st volleyball championship

BY JASON WINCHELL

Chloe Sachs had dreamed about playing volleyball at 
the Bob Carpenter Center for the past 10 years. She was 
in the stands as a second-grader as Tower Hill, coached 
by her father, Mike, competed in the DIAA champion-
ship match as the 11th seed against Padua, falling in 
straight sets.

On Nov. 14, the Hillers were back in the final, this time 
as the ninth seed, and the opponent was No. 3 Saint Mark’s. 
Chloe Sachs indeed was on the floor—all over it, in fact— 
helping give her dad and her school their first state 
championship with a stunning 3-0 sweep of the Spartans.
The sets were 25-20, 26-24, and 25-20.

“It was really special,” Mike Sachs said. “It’s her senior 
year. The last time we went to the finals, she was in  

impressive first set for Tower. She had the set to Reagan 
Squire on match point. In between, she and her team-
mates put the ball in the right spots all night and played 
stellar defense to pull off the upset.

They stunned the Spartans and the crowd by taking a 
21-7 lead in the first set, but Mike Sachs warned his 
team not to expect things to remain that easy.

“I said, ‘Look, our plan is working, but there is no way 
it’s going to continue to work this well. Nancy’s a great 
coach. I know they’re going to make adjustments,’” he 
said. “They made adjustments and tightened the match 
up. It was nice to see, even when they tightened it up, 
that we were able to keep our composure.”

Saint Mark’s started the second on a 6-0 run, but the 
Hillers stormed back. They forged a 15-12 lead, with 
Molly Pietlock leading the way. Saint Mark’s tied it up 
on three straight Hillers unforced errors, after which 
the Spartans took nine one-point leads, just to see the 
Hillers tie the score. The last Spartans lead came at 24-
23, but Sachs tied the score with a kill, and Meghan 
Mumford sealed the set with consecutive aces.

The Hillers broke open a tight third set with a 4-0 run 
that ended with a Lydia Spencer smash that made it 16-
10. A kill by Julia Yurkovich pulled Saint Mark’s to 
within three for the last time at 17-14, but Pietlock and 
Riley Brinsfield helped Tower withstand a series of kills 
by Yurkovich.

With the Hillers on the cusp of winning the title,  
Malani Maycole gave the Spartans hope with three 
straight blocks that made it 24-20, but Sachs set Squire’s 
winning attack, and the Hillers could breathe easier.

second grade. As we got to the Bob, she thanked the 
team for helping her get back to what she had always 
dreamed of since she was in second grade.”

As Chloe Sachs and her teammates celebrated with 
the Tower Hill students who made the trip to Newark, 
she clutched the state championship trophy and ap-
peared unlikely to let it go any time soon. This, she said, 
was what she had wanted since that night years ago.

“I was never really focused on clubs or playing in  
college. For me, it was finishing at the Bob with this 
trophy in my hands. So, it pretty much feels like every-
thing I wanted for my senior year,” she said.

Sachs gave the crowd a peek at what was to come on 
the first point of the night, a kill that jump-started an 

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
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Archmere Academy took second place in the team event 
as Maddy Priest, Taylor Costa, Ryan Vitola, Anna Benner 
and Helen Socorso helped the Auks achieve a score of 83. 

In the girls’ division two race, Brynn Crandell from 
Indian River, successfully defended her title from last 
year with a winning time of 18:49.5, thus posting the 
overall fastest time of the championship in the two girls’ 
races. Saint Andrews won the team championship with 
Lily Murphy (fourth), Leah Horgan (seventh) and Lia 
Miller (eighth), followed by Claire Hulsey (14th) and 
Caroline Meers (26th).

The other top 10 runners were, Tatnall’s Katie Payne 
(secong), Katrina Endres (third), Natalie Donaldson 
from St. Mark’s (fifth), Alyssa Napier of Conrad (sixth), 
Maddie Priest (ninth) from Archmere and in 10th place 
was Lily Bowe from Sussex Academy.

The entire race results can be found at de.milesplit.com.

Padua, St. Andrews girls capture DIAA 
cross country titles

BY GLENN FRAZER

The Padua Pandas secured their 10th consecutive 
team championship this afternoon at Killens Pond State 
Park in Felton. 

Sophia Holgado won the individual title in a time of 
19:10.8, just two seconds ahead of her teammate Mary 
Flanagan. Anna Bockius took 4th, Kylie McCarthy was 
sixth and Kelsey Wolff finished in eighth place as Padua 
had the lowest team score of the day with a 21. 

Charter school of Wilmington came in second place 
with a team score of 68. The Force were led by Veronica 
Kamenitzer, Olivia Needham and Colleen Dikeman, 
finishing 11th, 12th and 13th respectively. 

Other runners that placed in the top 10 were Isabelle 
Walsh (Middletown) in third, Katie Kuhlman (Cape) 
fifth, Arina Verrato (Sussex Tech) seventh, and Faith 
Mitchell (Milford) in ninth.

Middletown was third in the team standings, ahead 
of Cape Henlopen (fourth) and Caesar Rodney (fifth). 

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://de.milesplit.com/
https://delawarelive.com/padua-and-st-andrews-capture-diaa-cross-country-titles/
https://www.gbc.edu/
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Salesianum, Tatnall boys repeat 
champs in DIAA cross country

BY GLENN FRAZER

On an unseasonably warm day at Killens Pond State 
Park, Tatnall and Salesianum defended their team 
championships but the Sals had a much closer race than 
the Hornets.

Cape Henlopen’s Ryan Baker led the boys’ division 
one race until the final quarter mile when he was passed 
by both Jonathan Drew (Middletown) and Matt Miller 
(Sallies). Drew won the race in a time of 16:06.2, as  
Miller finished just four seconds behind him. The team 
event ended up a four-point victory for the Sals, led by 
Miller, Colin Small (fifth), James Kennedy (seventh), 
Matthew Bradley (10th) and Sam Felice (13th) for a total 
score of 37. Middletown’s five individual runners were 
Drew (first), Jonas Rush (fourth), Walter Samuels (sixth), 
Eamon Rush (12th) and Carter Boyd (18th) for a total of 
41 points. 

Cape Henlopen came in third in the team event with 
a total of 68, while Caesar Rodney garnered 90 points to 
come in fourth. The other runners finishing in the  
top 10 were Ryan Baker from Cape in third, Camerin 
Williams of Hodgson in eighth and Maddox Downs 
from Caesar Rodney in the ninth position. 

In the Division II race, the Tatnall Hornets defended 
last year’s championship by outscoring second place St. 
Andrews 51-98. Archmere came in third, with DMA 
fourth and Newark Charter finishing fifth.

Ethan Walther won the race in a time of 16:18.3 with 
A-I DuPont’s Lathan Love-Brown coming in second in 
16:41.6.

click here to read more
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https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/salesianum-and-tatnall-repeat-winners-in-diaa-cross-country/
https://delawarelive.com/early-detection-still-the-best-way-to-fight-breast-cancer/
https://decharternetwork.org/


SPORTS

32

Laurel grinds out 
state tournament 
victory
BY BENNY MITCHELL

The Laurel Bulldogs football team is not flashy, but 
more of a blue collar mentality on both offense and  
defense. They ground and pound on offense and bring 
intense pressure on defense.

That was the formula used in their 41-7 victory over 
St. Andrew’s on Friday night at Laurel’s Schollenberger 
Field in the DIAA Class A quarterfinal game.

The Bulldogs amassed 340 yards of total offense with 
285 coming via the rush, while the defense forced two 
early turnovers which both led to touchdowns. The win 
marked the 14th consecutive for Laurel dating back to 
the 2021 state tournament first round.

“It was nice to see the kids respond to something we 
don’t see a lot and they throw it pretty well so it’s good 
to see a little bend but don’t break,” Laurel head coach 
Joey Jones said.

St. Andrew’s initial drive took the Saints to the Laurel 
25-yard line. On third down, Saints quarterback Frank 
Nasta was sacked by Xavier Limehouse and Patrick 
Belle was there to recover the fumble at the 30-yard line.

On Laurel’s third play of the game, quarterback Kaden 
Shockley went around left end 60 yards for a touch-
down. Mike Gonzalez-Perez added the extra point as 
the Bulldogs jumped out to a 7-0 lead.

click here to read more

kennyfamilystores @kennyfamstores

Pumpkin Everything

Well, and apples and pears. 

Family owned and operated,
Kenny Family Shoprites of Delaware
are proud to have been nourishing our 
community for more than 25  years. 

Whether you’re craving fresh apple cider
or looking for the perfect snack to take to or looking for the perfect snack to take to 
the tailgate, we’ve got you covered.

We look forward to seeing you as you
fill up on all the best flavors of fall.
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As a locally-owned company, Delaware LIVE News takes pride in working 
alongside regional businesses to develop digital marketing campaigns, 
through our daily news platforms.
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