
Delaware Live

@DelawareLive

September 4, 2022
Vol. 3, Issue 35

Photo link: Vincent J. Deskiewicz Sr.

https://delawarelive.com/sign-up-for-your-delaware-live-weekly-review/
https://delawarelive.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10221295963641665&set=pcb.809696100412502


Contents

Early Voting UnderwayThe Point Reopens for 
Offseason

Middletown No. 1 in 3A Football

Headlines ...............................3

Culture  ...................................8

Food & Dining ......................12

Government .........................14

Education .............................19

Sports ....................................24

Stay Connected  ..................31

Photo link: Delaware’s quaint villages

https://www.facebook.com/VillagesDE/photos/10160531469922745


HEADLINES

3

H
ea

dl
in

es

Photo link: riverwalk farmers market

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/
https://www.facebook.com/RiverwalkFarmersMarket/photos/5207038992683149


HEADLINES

4

Teachers no longer granted 
10-day COVID leave

BY JAREK RUTZ

For the first time since fall 2020, Delaware teachers 
will not be granted paid COVID-19 leave. That means 
they have to use their normal sick leave if they or a  
family member gets sick.

“The argument can be made that we’re further away 
from the craziness of COVID, so I get it,” said Jennifer 
Saunders, who’s taught in Red Clay for three decades. 
“The cases are less severe with herd immunity and  
people building up immunity…I just feel like it’s not 
fair enough to certain teachers.” 

During the past year-and-a-half, educators were given 
10 days of paid time off if they tested positive for  
COVID. The days could also be used if there was close 
contact or exposure to someone with the disease. With 
more people having been infected and vaccinated, the 

severity of the sickness has lessened and hospitals  
haven’t been as overwhelmed, educators agree.

“We’re going from a pandemic to it being more of an 
endemic now,” said John Marinucci, executive director 
of Delaware School Boards Association. COVID seems 
to be following the routes of flu and pneumonia,  
becoming cyclical and dependent on the season.

“For the past 10 months or so, since the Omicron came 
out, COVID has been nothing more than a common 
cold,” said Chris Casscells, director of the Center for 
Health Policy at the Caesar Rodney Institute. 
WHY COVID LEAVE WAS DISCONTINUED

Delaware school districts had no say in the decision to 
end COVID leave. It was made by the state.

“We are not fully out of danger and this removal does 

put everybody at risk,” said Naveed Baqir, a Christina 
School District school board member, “but school dis-
tricts are not to be blamed for this because they never 
had to or were allowed to make this decision.”

A federal act that required employers to grant up to 
two weeks of paid time off ended June 30. 

“If I have two kids at home who are sick with COVID, 
as a parent, that’s my problem and responsibility,” said 
Saunders. “You have the potential of 15 days out, so how 
much of that do we have to pay for, while other teachers 
without kids don’t have to pay that?”

She added that if someone is taking care of an older 
parent, their aides or nurses likely won’t be available if 
that parent has COVID. 

Because the Department of Education has recom-
mended that someone who’s sick should stay home from 
school for five days, a teacher could quickly eat up all 
their sick days if their child contracts the disease, too. 

Bradley Layfield, principal of Sussex Central High 
School, said that teachers would often use their COVID 
leave even if they weren’t sick.

“The majority of people that took COVID leave as ed-
ucators over the past couple of years were not actually 
sick with COVID, they were just in close contact with 
it,” Layfield said. He said that COVID leave was discon-
tinued largely because the Division of Public Health 
doesn’t require isolation for contact or sickness. 

“As we transition back to a post-pandemic world, al-
though COVID is still with us, it’s kind of just the same 
way we’ve dealt with the flu for years and years and 
years prior to the pandemic,” he said.

click here to read more
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Odyssey to offer state’s first AP 
African American history course

BY JAREK RUTZ

Odyssey Charter will be the first school in Delaware 
to offer an Advanced Placement African American 
Studies class. The class examines the diversity of  
African American experiences through authentic and 
varied sources. The interdisciplinary course will draw 
from a variety of fields like literature, the arts and  
humanities, political science, geography and science.

The class will be taught by Melissa Tracy, who has 
taught AP classes for 14 years and won national Charter 
School awards for her teaching.

“All students benefit from examining history through 
multiple lenses and through multiple kinds of experi-
ences,” Tracy said. “The whole point of a humanities 
curriculum is to help students be more human.”

Advanced Placement classes offer an opportunity for 
students to take college-level classes in high school, and 
even earn college credit before graduating high school 
if they reach a certain score on their end-of-the-year AP 
exam.

The classes are more intense and faster paced than 
routine high school classes. More than 1 million high 
school seniors took an AP exam, which is 35% of  
seniors, according to a College Board report. 

In the new African American AP class, which is being 
taught for the first time in 63 schools around the coun-
try, students will learn about everything from early  
African kingdoms to the ongoing challenges and 
achievements of the community today. 

They’ll also study the diversity of Black communities 
in the United States within the broader context of  
Africa and the African Diaspora, which is the mass 
dispersion of people native to Africa across the world, 
often in the context of the Transatlantic Slave Trade.

Tracy was chosen to teach the course in Delaware  
after expressing interest and participating in three 
weeks of training over the spring and summer. 

She pointed out that in primary schooling, students 
are often taught the bare minimum of topics related to 

African American history like slavery and abolition, 
while the focus on prominent figures are limited to 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Rosa Parks, but not many 
others. 

“There’s so much more to history than iconic leaders 
and having discussions about slavery,” Tracy said, “and 
you can think about for students, particularly students 
of color, how traumatic that could be to only be exposed 
to that type of content throughout their entire educa-
tional journey.”
HERE’S WHAT’S IN THE CLASS

The new AP course will consist of four main topics: 
Origins of the African Diaspora; Freedom, Enslavement 
and Resistance; The Practice of Freedom; and Move-
ments and Debates. In each major unit of study,  
students will practice at least one of the following skills 
in every lesson:

•  Disciplinary Knowledge: Evaluating course concepts, 
developments, patterns and processes (cultural, his-
torical, political, social)

•  Source analysis: Evaluating written sources, includ-
ing historical documents, literary texts and music 
lyrics

•  Data Analysis: Interpreting data represented in tables, 
charts, graphs, maps, surveys and infographics

•  Visual Analysis: Analyzing visual artifacts, includ-
ing works of art and material culture

•  Developing an argument: Using a line of reasoning 
to connect claims and evidence

click here to read more
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https://reports.collegeboard.org/ap-program-results/2021#:~:text=Amid%20disruptions%20caused%20by%20the,in%20the%20class%20of%202011.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_diaspora
https://www.britannica.com/topic/transatlantic-slave-trade
https://delawarelive.com/odyssey-to-offer-states-first-ap-african-american-history-course/
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Labor Day weekend in Delaware: 
Here’s what to know
BY JAREK RUTZ

With the Labor Day weekend’s official end to summer 
comes slightly cooler temperatures, cheaper gas and lots 
of chances for fun, whether it’s homemade or public. 

AAA Mid-Atlantic expects travel to return to near 
pre-COVID levels with families getting their last bit of 
vacation in before school starts.
WEATHER FOR LABOR DAY WEEKEND

On Saturday, the temperature in Delaware beach 
towns hoveed around a comfortable 78 degrees, with no 
rain. North Delaware was a little warmer, with highs 
around 85, clear skies and a calm breeze.

Sunday will be slightly warmer, with a high of 82  
degrees along the coastline and a high of 90 degrees 
around Wilmington. There’s a 30% chance it will rain in 

Newark and Wilmington, but clear skies are downstate.
There’s a 30% chance of rain on Labor Day Monday, 

and chances of thunderstorms after 3 p.m. as the three-
day weekend comes to an end. Those planning to  
partake in the state’s various festivities Monday can  
expect a temperature of around 83 degrees with partly 
sunny skies. 
GAS PRICES 

Although gas prices in the First State are down from 
their record high of $4.99 on June 14, they’re still 71 
cents higher than they were during Labor Day Week-
end last year. 

click here to read more
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Judge tosses ONE 
conviction, 
upholds TWO 
others

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

The judge who oversaw the trial of Delaware State  
Auditor Kathy McGuiness has thrown out one of the 
jury’s three guilty verdicts. He upheld their guilty ver-
dicts on the other two charges and denied McGuiness’ 
request for a new trial.

On July 1, McGuiness was found guilty on three mis-
demeanor charges of official misconduct, structuring 
and conflict of interest. The jury found her not guilty 
on felony charges of theft and intimidation.

Superior Court Judge William Carpenter, Jr. on  
Tuesday upheld the jury’s guilty verdict on the official 
misconduct and conflict of interest charges. He found 
“insufficient evidence” to convict McGuiness on the 
structuring charge and granted her motion for a  
judgment of acquittal. 

A DOJ spokesperson said they would reserve  
comment until McGuiness is sentenced. McGuiness’ 

attorney said the auditor will appeal her remaining  
convictions to the Delaware Supreme Court after she  
is sentenced. Read the ruling HERE.
STRUCTURING CONVICTION THROWN OUT

McGuiness asked that the structuring conviction be 
thrown out because, in order to break the law, a  
contract would have to be fragmented into multiple 
separate contracts with the intent to circumvent the 
state’s procurement code. At the time of the alleged  
offense, the procurement code required contracts over 
$50,000 to go through a public bidding process.

Fragmenting payments within one contract does not 
satisfy the elements of the crime, McGuiness’ legal team 
argued. In order to be found guilty, she would also need 
to have intended to break the law or known that she was 
breaking the law.

The judge said the prosecution changed its theory on 
the charge after it became clear McGuiness did not 
fragment a contract to keep it beneath $50,000, negat-
ing the need for a public bidding process.

The contract in question was properly executed, the 
judge ruled, because at the time it was signed, it was for 
an amount less than $50,000.

click here to read more

HIGH SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, October 18, 2021
10:00am - 1:00pm 

VIKING FOR A DAY
You are invited to feel the energy

of VKNation as a Viking for a Day.

Viking Visits begin October 4th.

HIGH SCHOOL
PLACEMENT TEST

November 13, 2021 8:30am
November 14   12:00pm

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/mcguiness-asks-judge-to-overrule-jury/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tndOa6mW1n_dnt4mqM2w3DI2S4n8ttgr/view
https://delawarelive.com/judge-throws-out-one-mcguiness-charge/
https://www.steschools.org/admissions
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Libraries test tech allowing 
patrons to self-checkout

BY KEN MAMMARELLA

Delaware’s libraries are investing in tech that allows 
patrons to check out their own items—and also lets staff 
members do some nifty things behind the scenes.

Testing started this spring at 14 libraries and two 
bookmobiles. A second stage, launching in September, 
will include the first school libraries, in the Colonial 
School District, and bring the technology to every  
public library in New Castle County.

“We’re excited,” said Michelle Hughes, administrative 
librarian with the Delaware Division of Libraries.

More than 70 libraries across the state belong to a 
consortium that shares a catalog and shares in technol-
ogy like this project, which uses radio frequency identi-
fication.

The RFID system has two parts: readers and tags. 
Readers send out radio waves to the tags, which feature 

what Hughes nicknamed “a racetrack of wires” that 
send a signal back.

The division figured it needed 814,437 tags for the 
first phase (it ordered more, to allow for incoming  
acquisitions) and 940,871 for the second (ditto). The tags 
identify each title, plus their type (book or something 
else) and whether they can be circulated or not.

About half the members in the consortium are public 
libraries. Others include schools, historical societies, 
museums, colleges and specialized libraries. Not all the 
libraries have yet decided to participate, Hughes said.

The ability for patrons to check out items is an  
secondary feature of the project, she said.

click here to read more

OB-GYN &  
FAMILY MEDICINE 

1-866-BAY-DOCS

I’M KANDIS SAMUELS-
LEUTZINGER, MD, MPH 

Caring for families has always been my 
passion. In addition to treating patients of  
all ages, my expertise in OB-GYN, prenatal 
care and deliveries means I can provide all 
the care needed for mothers and the youngest 
ones in your family. I’m here to bring better 
health for you and your loved ones.

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

I’M HERE  
to care for  
your growing 
family.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://libraries.delaware.gov/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radio-frequency_identification
https://townsquaredelaware.com/del-libraries-begin-650k-plan-to-improve-tech-health-care/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/del-libraries-begin-650k-plan-to-improve-tech-health-care/
https://delawarelive.com/libraries-test-tech-so-patrons-to-self-checkout/
https://www.bayhealth.org/find-a-doctor/kandis-k-samuelsleutzinger
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The Point at 
Cape Henlopen 
to reopen for 
offseason

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

The Point at Cape Henlopen State Park, including a 
stretch of ocean beach, dunes and a half-mile along the 
bay shoreline, reopened for the offseason on Thursday, 
Sept. 1.

The bayside beach will remain closed until Oct. 1 for 
use by shorebirds migrating south for the winter.

Since 1993, The Point has closed annually each March 
to protect threatened and endangered beach-nesters 
and migratory shorebirds including red knot, piping 
plovers, oystercatchers, least terns and other species.

The DNREC Divisions of Parks and Recreation, Fish 
and Wildlife, and Watershed Stewardship have worked 
since 1990 to halt the decline of beach-nester and mi-
gratory shorebird populations.

For more information, contact Cape Henlopen State 
Park at 302-645-8983, or stop by the park office.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://destateparks.com/Beaches/CapeHenlopen
https://delawarelive.com/the-point-at-cape-henlopen-to-close-for-season/
https://delawarelive.com/the-point-at-cape-henlopen-to-reopen/
https://hagleycarshow.eventbrite.com/?aff=TownSquareDelaware
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Bellevue Diner opening on 
Philadelphia Pike
BY KEN MAMMARELLA

The family that owns the Sungate Diner is replicating 
the popular menu of the Marcus Hook, PA, landmark 
in Delaware.

The Bellevue Diner opened Wednesday, Aug. 31 at 703 
Philadelphia Pike, north of Wilmington and less than a 
mile south of the historic Bellevue Hall that gives it its 
name. The space once housed Jimmy’s Restaurant, and 
George Argiroudis later ran George’s Restaurant there.

“The Sungate is amazing,” Cookie Ohlson of the  
Ardens wrote on nextdoor.com. “I have never been  
disappointed.”

“It’s a nice little mom-and-pop place,” said Stacey 
Pereira, a Sungate waitress for five years, adding that it’s 
been owned for 19 years by Alicon Dugmeoglu and his 
wife Ayse. They once worked at the spot they’re now 
running, she said.

She said they also own the Stargate Diner and Restau-
rant in Ridley Park, PA, and Italiano’s Authentic Eatery 
in Marcus Hook.
BELLEVUE’S MENU

“Sungate Diner specializes in homestyle foods, big 
portions and great prices,” its website says.

Pereira recommended the creamed chipped beef for 
breakfast ($10.99), the burgers ($8.99–$12.99) and  
cheesesteaks ($10.99–$12.99) for lunch and the stuffed 
salmon ($25.99) for dinner. (Prices are based on the 
Sungate’s menu).

click here to read more
kennyfamilystores @kennyfamstores

Soak Up The Summer

At Kenny Family ShopRites, we love 
celebrating summer with our Delaware 
community.

Whether you’re going to the beach or a 
backyard barbecue, visit Shoprite.com 
for the treats that will make your summer 
celebrations the best yet.celebrations the best yet.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://nextdoor.com/p/jcBkD7_H5jzT?view=detail&init_source=search&query=sungate
https://sungatediner.com/
https://delawarelive.com/bellevue-diner-opening-on-philadelphia-pike/
http://kennyfamilystores.com/
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DelDOT planning 2 “Super Weekend” 
I-95 closures

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Department of Transportation officials said during a 
community workshop Thursday night that the bulk of 
the I-95 “Restore the Corridor” project should be com-
plete by early 2023. Weather permitting, DelDOT is 
planning two “super weekends”—one in mid-September 
and another in late September.

On Friday, Sept. 16 at 8 p.m., I-95 southbound through 
Wilmington will close. All southbound travel lanes 
through the city will remain closed until 5 a.m. on  
Monday, Sept. 19. Traffic coming from Pennsylvania 
will be diverted to I-495/Port of Wilmington south-
bound. Traffic entering I-95 between the I-95/I-495 split 
will be diverted onto state Route 202, then onto state 

Route 141 around the city before reuniting with I-95 
near Newport. The 2nd Street onramp to I-95 south-
bound will remain open.

During the closure, DelDOT will be performing 
drainage improvements and paving. Current lane con-
figurations will remain the same after that section of 
the highway reopens on Sept. 19.

The second “super weekend” will occur from Friday, 
Sept. 30 at 8 p.m. until Monday, Oct. 3 at 5 a.m.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/?s=I-95
https://delawarelive.com/deldot-restore-corridor-i-95-super-weekend/
http://citizensforjudicialfairness.org/
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Early voting underway in 
Delaware’s primary election
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Even though Delaware’s primary election isn’t until 
Sept. 13, about 773 Delawareans have already cast their 
vote at one of the state’s 13 early voting locations.

The 2022 primary is the first full-scale election to  
allow early voting. The state allowed early voting once 
before during the 4th Representative District special 
election in March.

House Bill 38, which authorized the practice, was 
signed by the governor in 2019 but did not take effect 
until Jan. 1, 2022. The bipartisan bill passed 34 to 6 in the 
House of Representatives and 16 to 5 in the Senate.The 
voting method is being challenged in the Delaware Court 
of Chancery but remains in effect despite the lawsuit.

Under the new law, voters may cast their ballot at any 
early voting site in their county at least 10 days prior to 
primary, general and special elections. Early voting is 
available up to and including the Sunday before Elec-
tion Day. Inside the polling place, voters are able to cast 
their ballot using regular voting machines.

As of about 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 1, 773 primary 
election voters have taken advantage of the opportunity 
to vote early, according to Cathleen Hartsky-Carter, 
community relations officer with the Delaware Depart-
ment of Elections.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/democrat-bud-freel-wins-4th-rd-special-election/
https://delawarelive.com/democrat-bud-freel-wins-4th-rd-special-election/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?legislationId=37089
https://delawarelive.com/gop-backs-lawsuit-challenging-early-voting-2/
https://delawarelive.com/early-voting-underway-delaware-primary/
http://lynmarbuilders.com


GOVERNMENT

17

Delaware woman 
sent to prison 
for COVID relief 
funds theft

BY BETSY PRICE

A Wilmington woman was sentenced this week to 31 
months in jail for applying for and taking $246,000 in 
false claims for federal COVID-19 relief funds.

Ana Soto, 41, who formerly lived in Newark, submit-
ted 17 fraudulent loan applications for Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act money.

She had applied for as much as $746,000 in small busi-
ness loans from programs including Paycheck Protec-
tion and Economic Injury Disaster Loans, said a press 
release from U.S. Attorney David C. Weiss’s office.

Of that, $500,000 was denied, the release said.

The applications, made from March 30, 2020, through 
Jan. 24, 2021, were made on behalf of five companies 
controlled by Soto or her close relations, .

Each application falsely stated the amount of gross 
revenues, cost of goods sold and number of employees, 
the release said.

In some instances, the loan applications falsely claimed 
the businesses were in operation at the start of the  
coronavirus pandemic.

Weiss said Soto taking advantage of a program  
designed to help and reassure people at the start of the 
pandemic was particularly deplorable.

She was sentenced to 31 months by Chief U. S. District 
Court Judge Colm F. Connolly on Tuesday.

Soto’s sentence “should be a stark reminder that we 
will bring to justice those who defrauded the govern-
ment during the COVID-19 pandemic,” Weiss said.

BACK TO THE PEOPLE!

�������
�������

Supporting pro-growth, pro-jobs policies, 
and greater transparency and accountability 

in state government.

Stay Informed
Follow us @ABetterDelaware

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/delaware-woman-sent-to-prison-for-covid-relief-funds-theft/
https://www.abetterdelaware.org/?fbclid=IwAR1ClbbuJMum0Cm3I6sVfYS8-2TlcmHus6sS0tdKD3e0mldowF6u4MB1STU
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Is mail-in voting unconstitutional? 
Chancery judge to decide

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Delaware’s mail-in voting law was the subject of a 
four-hour-long hearing before the state’s Court of  
Chancery Wednesday.

Vice Chancellor Nathan Cook will now decide  
whether the new law violates the state Constitution by 
allowing voters to cast their ballots from a place other 
than their designated polling location without having 
an allowed excuse under the Constitution’s absentee 
voting provision.

During the hearing, Cook heard arguments on two 
similar lawsuits, both brought on behalf of several plain-
tiffs. Delaware Republican Party chairwoman Jane 
Brady and Republican candidate for attorney general 
Julianne Murray are behind the suits.

Brady and Murray are representing the plaintiffs in 
their capacities as private attorneys—not on behalf of 
the Republican Party of Delaware.

Election Commissioner Anthony Albence and the 
Department of Elections are named as defendants in 

the lawsuits. Both are being represented by Zi-Xiang 
Shen, a deputy attorney general with the Delaware  
Department of Justice.

Both sides have asked Cook to grant a motion for 
summary judgment, meaning his decision will be the 
ultimate ruling on the law’s constitutionality—at least 
until it’s appealed to the Delaware Supreme Court.

Murray is representing three Delaware voters: Ayonne 
“Nick” Miles, Paul Falkowski and Nancy Smith.

According to Murray, one of them is a Democrat, one 
is a Republican and the other is unaffiliated. One is 
from New Castle County, one is from Kent and the other 
is from Sussex.

Brady is representing two plaintiffs: Michael Higgin 
and Michael Mennella. Higgin is a candidate for state 
representative and Mennella has worked as a poll worker 
during at least eight election cycles.

click here to read more

IT MAKES US  
ALL SAFE 

The COVID-19 vaccine is 
safe and proven to protect 

against serious illness.  
Need more reasons? Talk to 

your pediatrician today.

Need a reason to get your  
kid vaccinated? They’ve got plenty.

GO VAX  
DELAWARE!

de.gov/youthvaccine

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/mail-in-voting-motion-4-summary-judgment/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/carneys-chancery-court-nomination-draws-fire-from-activists/
https://delcode.delaware.gov/constitution/constitution-06.html#TopOfPage
https://delawarelive.com/gop-chair-sues-department-of-elections-voting/
https://delawarelive.com/gop-chair-sues-department-of-elections-voting/
https://delawarelive.com/julianne-murray-elections-lawsuit/
https://www.votemichaelhiggin.com/
https://delawarelive.com/is-mail-in-voting-unconstitutional/
http://de.gov/youthvaccine
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Everett Meredith reopens after 
TWO years without a home

BY JAREK RUTZ

The Crusaders of Everett Meredith Middle School  
finally have a home to call their own. For the past two 
years, they’ve moved around as the Appoquinimink 
School District destroyed the original 1929 building 
and rebuilt it in the same location on Broad Street in 
Middletown.

Wednesday at 6 p.m. officials will cut the ribbon to 
celebrate the school opening this fall, a long anticipated 
day as students, former students, teachers, parents and 
town residents have followed the construction.

“It feels like this great exhale, like we’re home and can 
finally unpack,” said Evangeline Thornton, an English 
teacher at Everett Meredith.

The school was built after a 2016 referendum autho-
rized slightly higher taxes to build more schools.

The state contributed $43.1 million to tear down the 
old building and replace it with a modern, open-designed 
school. The local contribution was $14.4 million.

“We needed the new building because the MOT (Mid-
dletown, Odessa, Townsend) area in general has been 
massively expanding, which is a great challenge to have,” 
said Beth Everett, principal of the middle school. 

The community seems amped up to see the doors 
open the 504 South Broad school named for a former 
teacher.

“We’re excited to welcome all of our students and fam-
ilies back to really build that family feel here in our own 
building,” Everett said. 

For 2020 and 2021, Odessa High School served as a 
“swing-school.” Jennifer Atkinson started teaching at 

Everett Meredith while it was in its temporary home. 
Now entering her second year, the science teacher is  
ecstatic for her classroom to be permanent. 

“It was a challenge in the temporary school,” she said.  
“You couldn’t create, you couldn’t decorate the class-
room, because it was all short-term. You couldn’t make 
it your own space.”

She said she already has a vision for her new space. “I 
can’t wait to make this my home,” she said. 

The original school was built more than 100 years ago 
and needed both the technology and the overall  
environment to be modernized, Everett said. The new 
building is surrounded by residential neighborhoods, 
and Everett said, making it a focus of the community.

“So many students are right next door and walk to 
and from school every day,” she said. 

The principal said there were many benefits to sharing 
a building with another school, such as more teacher 
support and collaborative efforts with plays and con-
certs, but she’s happy to be coming home. Thornton 
said that for two years it felt like the teachers and  
students were guests in someone else’s home. 

“There’s so much excitement,” she said. “I feel like 
since I’ve been here there’s been so much transition so 
now I really feel like I can really make this classroom 
and this school my home.”

Thornton said she’s most excited to start establishing 
a culture at this brand new building. 

The school offers a lot of features common to many 
new schools today such as an open lay-out and study 
hubs. But Meredith also offers unique spaces that pay 
homage to the school’s rich history.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.meredithmiddle.org/
https://www.apposchooldistrict.com/index.jsp
https://www.apposchooldistrict.com/index.jsp
https://delawarelive.com/everett-meredith-opens-after-2-years-with-no-home/
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Winnie the dog, seniors welcome 
back Ursuline students

BY JAREK RUTZ

Cheering Ursuline Academy seniors waving signs 
welcomed students of the lower school back to the  
classroom Wednesday, along with a new furry friend. 
Winnie, who’s celebrating her first birthday Wednesday 
as students return, is a poodle mix that was adopted by 
the academy to provide emotional support for students. 

Donna Kinzel, Usuline’s chief financial officer, said 
that librarians will use Winnie for reading sessions. The 
pupper (tiny dog) also will be utilized by the guidance 
counselors and during therapeutic sessions when mid-
terms and finals are taking place. 

“For kids, especially the younger ones, who are scared 
to go back to school, I’m thinking that Winnie will defi-
nitely help them feel calm and comfortable,” said 
fifth-grader Elizabeth Coen.

Winnie has gone through extensive training to serve 
as a therapeutic dog, said Trisha Medeiros, president of 
Ursuline.

“After COVID, we wanted to have systems and struc-
tures and pets that can help with wellness and care,” 
Mederiros said. “You can’t help but be happy when this 
adorable little dog comes running up to you and you 
can snuggle her.”

At the front of the school Wednesday morning, dozens 
of Ursuline seniors were blowing party horns, waving 
signs and cheering as drivers dropping off children 
honked horns in response. 

“This really just adds to our energy and is a good way 
to kick off the first day,” said Ann Philips, Ursuline’s 
middle school principal. “I think if someone has some 

jitters, when they see all our seniors cheering for them, 
they’ll be excited.” She said the welcome team reinforc-
es community and connections shared among the  
Ursuline family.
URSULINE ENERGY

“This is like the energy that we have within our walls 
every day,” she said. “The older students are always great 
mentors and role models for our younger students.”

Chayce Patton, a fifth-grader at Ursuline, said she 
loved being greeted by her Ursuline sisters. 

“It makes me feel very energetic and it makes me feel 
like I want to learn and I want to come back to school 
the next day,” she said. “It makes me feel really encour-
aged that I’ve made it to another year.”

Winnie isn’t the first pet she has seen at school. Her 
fourth-grade teacher had a class fish, but she “brought 
it home for the summer and it hasn’t been back since.” 

Chayce said she’s excited to pet Winnie every morn-
ing and  play with the dog whenever she needs a pick-
me-up. Both Chayce and Elizabeth said their goals for 
this school year are to get good grades and have fun 
with their classmates and teachers.

“This is one of my favorite days of the year,” Medeiros 
said. “It helps set the tone for the entire year.”

She noted that this is the first school start since 2019 
in which the staff and students can feel normal again, 
without the burden of COVID-19 restrictions. 

“I think that’s what makes today extra special,” she 
said. “There’s that spirit and lift of hope and energy. The 
students have experienced such loss these past couple 
years and that’s what makes today even more special.”

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.ursuline.org/
https://delawarelive.com/winnie-the-dog-seniors-welcome-ursuline-students/
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School boards lay out 
worries, support for 
Learning Collaborative
BY JAREK RUTZ

A joint meeting Aug. 30 of the Brandywine, Christina 
and Red Clay school districts about the Wilmington 
Learning Collaborative featured a lively discussion, 
but still no vote. The 21 board members were joined by 
Gov. John Carney, Education Secretary Mark Holodick 
and other key education officials.

While no one outright opposed the learning collabo-
rative, some expressed concern about the timeline of 
implementation. having more specific information in 
the agreement and the language that said teachers would 
report to the collaborative when the district is responsi-
ble for them.

“I happen to believe once the collaborative is put  
together and people are working together, some of those 
bureaucratic differences will melt away,” said Gov. Carney.

Adriana Bohm of Red Clay, and several others, pas-
sionately pushed for approval, saying that there isn’t 
time to waste on perfecting every detail of the agreement.

“We need to get to our feet and make some movement, 
because we cannot deny the next generation the oppor-

tunities our generation were deprived of,” she said.
LEARNING COLLABORATIVE GOALS

The collaborative would put the city schools in all 
three districts, which are largely suburban, under an 
organization that would focus on just those city schools.

Its goal is to help city students, which are largely mi-
nority, to learn better and close achievement gaps by 
supporting them with ground-up programs that would 
help them in school while also supporting their families 
with wraparound services.

The collaborative has held more than 300 meetings, 
and has tried to engage the community by holding town 
halls, family fairs and knocking on area doors to both 
understand the needs of families in city of Wilmington 
schools and describe what the collaborative would do.

Carney said that the 16-page learning collaborative 
draft agreement distributed to the three districts June 2 
has had three revisions to date.

The agreement details the responsibilities of all parties 
involved with the collaborative, including the districts, 

click here to read more

governing council and the state. It specifies that $7 mil-
lion will be allocated to the project in Delaware’s bud-
get.
COLLAB CONCERNS

Kathy Thompson from Red Clay said she was con-
cerned about the delegation of power laid out in the 
agreement.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://governor.delaware.gov/wlc/
https://governor.delaware.gov/wlc/
https://www.redclayschools.com/
https://delawarelive.com/school-boards-meet-over-learning-collaborative/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81742302659?pwd=SW5TNHViY1Q4cm9jZnJKc3NuRHZsUT09
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Middletown takes No. 1 in 3A 
football
BY GLENN FRAZER

Last year, the DIAA re-classified football into three 
groups of schools with Class 3A containing the 11  
largest programs from the previous Division I. All 11 
qualified for the state tournament as Middletown  
captured its first title since 2012 with a 28-22 win over 
Smyrna. 

Many feel those two will meet again in this season’s 
championship game, but there are a few teams that could 
challenge the Cavaliers and Eagles for the top spots.

The Delaware LIVE Weekly panel of seven voters cast 
their ballots for the preseason Super 7 in Class 3A, as 
the football season gets underway this week. Here are 
our Super 7 Class 3A picks:

No. 1: Middletown gained all seven of the first place 
votes from our panel as the defending champs return 
most of the offensive line for running backs Michael 
Pearson and Josh Roberson. Pearson gained over 800 
yards rushing last year while Roberson added 700. Ty 
Hynson and Noah Kracyla return at wideout, but  

Middletown has to fill the vacancy at quarterback as 
Braden Davis graduated and has joined fellow Delawar-
eans Debo Williams (Smyrna) and MarShawn Lloyd 
(Wilmington—Dematha HS) on the roster at South 
Carolina. On defense, the Cavs graduated the starting 
down linemen, but returned stellar linebacker Jaden 
Wheeler along with D-backs Pearson, Hynson and Dru 
Beckford. Middletown has a daunting schedule, playing 
three powerhouse programs all on the road, St. John’s of 
D.C. on Sept. 3, Washington High (Ohio) Sept. 30 and 
IMG-Florida Oct. 28. 

The Cavaliers will face off against Smyrna in the an-
nual Harvest Bowl on Sept. 16. That will be Delaware 
LIVE Sports’ Game-of-the-Week, powered by 302 
Sports.

click here to read more

WE’RE HERE  
because your child’s  

health matters.

PEDIATRICS
1-866-BAY-DOCS

BAYHEALTH PEDIATRICS, MILFORD

We’re parents too and we know your child’s 
health is a priority! Whether you have a 
newborn, toddler, or teen, we’re driven to 
give them the care they need. As moms we’re 
experts in TLC, as pediatricians, we’re experts 
in your child’s health and wellbeing. 

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.
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https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
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Archmere football unanimous 
No. 1 in 2A

BY JASON WINCHELL

The high school football season kicked off Thursday 
and this year the Delaware Live Sports crew has a dif-
ferent football rankings that we are calling the Super 7s. 

We have seven members of our crew voting for the top 
7 teams in the three high school classes. Each vote is 
worth a point total and our Delaware Live super 7s will 
be announced every Wednesday on our Delaware Live 
Sports Weekly show.

Here are the preseason Class A Super 7s. There are 21 
teams in this middle category. The 3A class includes 11 
of the biggest, winningest schools and 1A includes 14 
smaller schools.

No. 1: Archmere Auks took all seven top votes in Class 
AA to take the top spot. The Auks opened the season at 
home on Thursday, Sept. 8. The Auks face a tough 
schedule including Wilmington Friends, Saint Mark’s, 
Tower Hill and DMA. 

No. 2: Delaware Military Academy Seahawks opened 
the season on Delaware LIVE Sport Friday night at 
Howard. The Seahawks’ schedule is tough, including a 

home game against Saint Mark’s that could be for the 
District 1 title. 

No. 3: Delmar Wildcats are the third-ranked team 
and they host Friends Sept. 9. The Quakers beat the 
Wildcats 21-20 in the quarterfinals last year in Wilm-
ington. 

No. 4: Saint Mark’s Spartans hosted Appoquinimink 
Friday night. The Spartans have tough games against 
Woodbridge, DMA and Archmere. 

No. 5: Wilmington Friends Quakers who made the 
semifinals of the Class AA state tournament last year. 
They travel to Delmar to open their season. They have 
a strong schedule facing six playoff teams from last year. 

No. 6: Woodbridge Blue Raiders open the season at 
Cape Henlopen Sept. 8. The Blue Raiders face Delmar, 
Laurel, Saint Mark’s and Caravel to name a few. 

No. 7: Caravel Buccaneers open their season Sept. 8 
against Glasgow. The Bucs face Delmar, Woodbridge 
and St Elizabeth’s this year.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/class-2a-preseason-super-7-rankings/
https://www.ursuline.org/admission/
https://delawarelive.com/advertise-with-us/
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Laurel sits atop 1A football 
preseason rankings
BY JASON WINCHELL

The high school football season kicked off Thursday 
and this year the Delaware Live Sports crew has a dif-
ferent football ranking that we are calling the Super 7s. 

We have seven members of our crew voting for the top 
seven teams in the three classes. Each vote is worth a 
point total and our Delaware Live Super 7s will be an-
nounced every Wednesday on our Delaware LIVE 
Sports Weekly show.

Here are the preseason Class A Super 7s:
No. 1: Laurel Bulldogs, the defending state champi-

ons, received six first place votes to grab the top spot. 
They opened the season Thursday against Sussex Tech 
on Delaware LIVE. The Bulldogs have four Class AA 
teams on the schedule and will have some tough district 
games against Indian River and Seaford. 

No. 2: St Elizabeth Vikings got the other first place 
vote and six second-place votes. The Vikings open the 
season Sept. 10 at Conrad. The Vikings host Tatnall and 
Wilmington Charter. They also travel to Indian River 
and Caravel this year. 

No. 3: Indian River Indians will open their season 
Sept. 9 against Stephen Decatur. They have some tough 
road games against Odessa, Seaford, Delmar and Laurel. 

No. 4: Tatnall Hornets are following a great season 
where they made it to the Class A semifinals. The Hor-
nets’ schedule is tough as they face three Class AA teams 
that made the state tournament and seven teams that 
made the playoffs last year. They open the season at 
Archmere Sept. 8. 

No. 5: Odessa Ducks made the state tournament with 
only freshmen and sophomores on the team. The Ducks 
play a tough schedule with a couple of key home games 
against Indian River and Seaford. They open the season 
on Sept. 9 at McKean. 

No. 6: Seaford Blue Jays opened the season Friday at 
Col. Richardson, also on Delaware LIVE Sports. The 
Blue Jays have a tough schedule including Laurel and 
Odessa on the road. 

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/class-a-preseason-super-7-rankings/
https://molluraphoto.com
https://delawarelive.com/advertise-with-us/
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Seaford picks up road win

BY BENNY MITCHELL

The Seaford Blue Jays opened their season by travel-
ing to Colonel Richardson in Maryland, picking up a 
41-14 win to kickoff the season.

It took just three plays for the Blue Jays to find the end 
zone when Jakob Keglovits scored on a 40-yard run. 
The PAT was blocked as Seaford jumped out to a 6-0 
lead midway through the first quarter.

Colonel Richardson employed the wedge offense,  
allowing the Colonels to eat up time off the clock while 
moving the ball down the field. The Colonels’ game 
plan worked well in the first half as the Blue Jays did not 
get the ball back until the second quarter.

Once Seaford got the offense back on the field, it ap-
peared to get right back to work, but on two consecutive 
plays the Blue Jays had touchdowns called back for pen-
alties. Seaford eventually moved the ball down to the 
one-yard line, but the Colonels defense stiffened and 
Chatydrick Pickrom broke through the line, causing 

and then recovering a fumble.
“We had a lot of penalties in the first half and you can 

expect that in the first game, a lot of things we can clean 
up but we are happy to get away with a win to start the 
season,” Seaford head coach Mark Quillin said.

The Colonels attempted to go to the air when Tre’Von 
Paulson intercepted his second pass of the game at the 
Seaford 42-yard line. The Blue Jays capitalized on the 
turnover six plays later when Careen Boulden found 
Aviyon Matthews open in the corner of the end zone for 
a 19-yard touchdown pass. As Seaford took a 12-0 lead 
with 53 seconds to play in the first half.

On the Colonels first play of their next possession, the 
Blue Jays recovered an errant pitch giving them the ball 
at the Colonel Richardson 30. The Blue Jays capitalized 
again on the turnover as Boulden and Matthews hooked 
up again on a nine-yard touchdown pass. Jazonte Levan 
converted the conversion run as Seaford led 20-0 with 

five seconds to play in the first half.
The Blue Jays offense sputtered to start the third quar-

ter and then ended the opening drive with a snap over 
the punter’s head giving Colonel Richardson the ball at 
the Seaford 37. Five plays later, the Colonels quarterback 
Tarron Hammond scored on a one-yard run. Hammond 
then converted the conversion run as the Colonels cut 
the Blue Jays lead to 20-8.

The Blue Jays secondary came up big again late in the 
third quarter when Akendre Matthews intercepted a 
pass at the Seaford 25-yard line. For the third time in 
the game the Blue Jays scored following a turnover as 
Levan took the pitch and raced 72 yards down the right 
sideline for a touchdown. Boulden converted the con-
version pass to Aviyon Matthews, extending Seaford 
lead to 28-8 with a minute left in the third quarter.

“Our defense picked it up midway through the second 
half. I was proud of the way they fought through the 
adversity,” Quillin said.

The teams traded scores in the fourth quarter. Keglo-
vits got his second touchdown of the game on a 20-yard 
run, Isais Morales-Vidaurri added the PAT kick as Sea-
ford led 35-8. Hammond scored on a nine-yard run for 
the Colonels and then converted the conversion run 
with just five seconds left in the game.

Colonel Richardson then attempted an onside kick, 
but the Blue Jays Zach Holmes fielded the ball and took 
off down the left sideline for a game-ending touchdown 
giving Seaford a 41-14 victory.

The Blue Jays will travel to Wilmington next Friday 
when they will play up in class taking on Class AA 
Tower Hill. Kickoff will be at 7 p.m.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/seaford-picks-up-road-win/
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Dover falls short in 
season opener

BY GLENN FRAZER

Sophomore John Parker scored Dover’s first and final 
touchdowns, but it wasn’t enough as the Senators fell to 
Arundel (MD) by a 21-19 final in the season opener for 
both teams. 

Parker took a screen pass from Nasheem Cosme on 
the second play from scrimmage and raced 70 yards to 
put Dover on top 6-0 barely 90 seconds into the game. 
He received some great lead blocks from Eric Carter 
and Michael Stevenson to spring him for the score. 
Brandon Yoder’s extra point hit the upright and was no 
good.

The visiting Wildcats took the lead early in the second 
quarter when feature back Ahmad Taylor dove in from 
a yard out. Camden Neiswender booted the point-after 
to put the Cats up 7-6. That score held up until right click here to read more

before the half. Following a Yoder punt, Dover recov-
ered a fumble at the Arundel 42 when the center snapped 
the ball as QB Gavin Kamachi was looking to the side-
lines. On the very next play, Cosme faked a handoff and 
raced untouched for a 42-yard touchdown to put the 
Senators back on top 13-7 with 1:23 to go. That is how 
the half would end.

Arundel began the third quarter with a “well engi-
neered” drive going 12 plays, culminating in an 11-yard 
pass from Kamachi to Chris Downs to regain the lead 
14-13. Kamachi was a perfect 5-for-5 in the drive. The 
Wildcats extended their advantage to 21-13 with 7:59 
left in the game as Kamachi connected with Miles Gilm-
ore for a 24-yard score. 

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/dover-falls-short-in-season-opener/
https://bit.ly/34swWML
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DMA Howard FOOTBALL game 
suspended in third quarter

BY JASON WINCHELL

The end of the football game between Delaware Mili-
tary Academy and Howard High School is uncertain 
after the teams’ season opener at Abessinio Stadium 
was suspended Friday, Sept. 2, after a disturbance in the 
stands. Howard led, 8-0, when the action stopped.

With 7:33 remaining in the third quarter and the 
Wildcats about to start a drive in their own end of the 
field, the officials blew their whistles and began waving 
the players off the field to the DMA side. At that point, 
hundreds of fans on Howard’s side of the stadium were 
running toward the exits, with dozens jumping over the 
wall separating the stands from the track around the 
playing surface.

The Delaware Military student section then began to 
empty, and the teams headed off the field. After several 
minutes, the remaining fans were asked to clear Abes-
sinio Stadium, and while most did, a significant number 
stuck around.

click here to read more

The status of the game changed a few times during 
the interim. The initial announcement was that the 
game had been suspended, but that was amended later. 
It was said that play would resume once the stands had 
been cleared of all spectators, but with State Park Police 
having trouble getting all fans to depart the premises, 
the decision was made to call it a night.

As fans left the stadium, Wilmington police helped 
their colleagues with crowd and traffic control. A  
helicopter hovered overhead for many minutes. Videos 
posted on social media showed some minor skirmishes 
outside Abessinio, but fans eventually dispersed.

There were several rumors floating around in the  
stadium and online about the origin for the panic, but 
police offered no details on Friday night.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/dma-howard-football-game-suspended-in-third-quarter/
https://furbabypetresort.com/
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