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Pires, THREE 
others paid $17K 
for anti-Greg 
Fuller mailer

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

A Sussex County campaign mailer deemed racist by 
Republican Party officials was financed with money 
from four prominent county figures.

Some political observers say the mailer is an example 
of a schism in the Sussex County GOP. 

The mailer, which criticized Greg Fuller, a Republican 
candidate for register of wills, was organized by the 35th 
Representative District Conservative Committee.

According to recent campaign finance filings, be-
tween July 15 and July 29, the committee collected 
$17,500 in contributions from four people: Alex Pires, 
founder of Highway One Group; Chris Hudson of  
Hudson Management; developer Elmer Fannin and 
homebuilder Scott Dailey—who is running for re-elec-
tion as Sussex County recorder of deeds—through  
Caleb Ventures LLC, a company he owns.

Pires donated $5,000; Hudson donated $5,000;  
Fannin donated $6,000 and Dailey donated $1,500. The 
group used that money to fund two mailers: one that 
criticized Fuller and another in support of Fuller’s  
opponent, Candice Green Wilkinson, daughter of  
former register of wills and current county council-
woman Cindy Green. Dailey’s Caleb Ventures LLC also 
contributed $600—the maximum amount allowed by 
law—to Green’s campaign. 

Fannin donated $600 to Green’s campaign, and at 
least six of his family members also donated the maxi-
mum for a grand total of $3,600. 

The 35th Representative District Conservative Com-
mittee’s financial report says the committee spent 
$17,150 in two separate transactions on July 19 and July 
22. The money went to a Florida-based campaign con-
sultant named Jon Coley, who produced the mailers. 

Other than one payment to M&T Bank, the payments 
to Coley are the group’s only transactions during this 
election cycle.

Coley has done work for the Green family before.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
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http://www.hagley.org/
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FOUR seek House seat moved 
from Wilmington to Sussex
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Now that the Route 24 corridor from Millsboro to 
Angola has its own state House District, four candidates 
have emerged to represent the area. The legislative seat 
was moved from Wilmington to Sussex County during 
last year’s redistricting process, reflecting population 
growth in the southern end of Delaware.

Republican candidates include Dr. Jeff Hilovsky, 
co-founder of Sussex Eye Center, and Dr. Bradley Lay-
field, principal of Sussex Central High School. They’ll 
face off in a primary election on Sept. 13. Whoever wins 
that election will challenge Democrat Keegan Worley 
and Independent Party candidate Amy Fresh.

Worley is an English teacher and wrestling coach at 
Caesar Rodney High School. Fresh is a realtor and own-
er of Be Yoga Fresh yoga studio in Long Neck. 

The district encompasses northeast Millsboro, Oak 
Orchard, Long Neck and Angola. There are 8,660 Re-
publican voters in the district, 7,528 Democratic voters, 
and 5,245 voters who are unaffiliated or members of a 
third party. Most of the area in the new 4th District was 
previously represented by Republican Rep. Ruth Briggs 
King. 

The seat lost in Wilmington was long held by Rep. 
Gerald Brady, who resigned in February. It’s currently 
held by Rep. Bud Freel, who will be out of a job in  
November.

Delaware LIVE News spoke with all four candidates, 
all of whom cited infrastructure deficiencies and educa-
tion as their primary concerns. 

click here to read more
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https://elections.delaware.gov/?utm_source=de-live&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=de-dept-elections&utm_content=third-page
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Schools start Tuesday, and 
‘kids can be kids’ again
BY JAREK RUTZ

Caesar Rodney School District students were the first 
to return to school this fall, heading back on Aug. 23. 
Others such as Colonial start next week, but the major-
ity head back after Labor Day.

For the first time since March 2020, the spectre of 
COVID-19 will be shoved into the coat closet and  
largely left there.

“Kids can be kids and teachers can be teachers again,” 
said Dr. Jeff Menzer, superintendent of Colonial School 
District.

Some things will change, thanks to education-focused 
bills from the just-ended 151st Delaware General  
Assembly, but there’s been no back-to-school tirades 
about masks, no requirements for COVID-19 testing 
and no demand that desks spread six feet apart.

“I think you’re gonna see this year more of a renewed, 
reenergized group of educators who are committed to 
students,” Menzer said.

The state published its 11-page guide on managing 
COVID in schools this year, but with virtually no re-
strictions or requirements inside the classrooms. The 
Education Department’s guide encourages school  
districts to “promote” vaccination, but there is no re-
quirement, nor will there be in-school testing. 

If a student is exposed to COVID, they do not have to  
quarantine or stay home from school. The guide  
recommends that an exposed student wears a mask for 
10 days and gets tested at least five days after their last 
exposure. 

There is only one COVID-related requirement head-

ing into the school year. “Students and staff who test 
positive for COVID-19 should report the positive test 
results to their school nurse or COVID coordinator and 
isolate for five days regardless of vaccination status,” the 
Education Department’s guide read

“On day six after the positive test or symptoms start 
to appear, the student or staff member can exit isolation 
if they have had no fever for 24 hours (without the use 
of fever-reducing medications) and other COVID-19 
symptoms are improving.”

Students or staff who test positive must also wear a 
mask for five days after exiting isolation.

“Classrooms look like they did three years ago,”  
Menzer said. “Desks are there, there’s flexible seating 
and furniture, there’s tables where two or more kids are 
sitting next to each other, and the social distancing 
stickers are no longer on the floors.”

He said he feels a real buzz from teachers to custodi-
ans to bus drivers, who seem to feel like a sense of  
normalcy has returned. Watching teachers set up their 
classrooms has sparked an energy that underscores that 
feeling, he said.

“Philosophically, COVID knocked us on our back-
side, but we are looking up now,” he said. “We’re getting 
back up and we’re energized. We’re ready to go.” 

Education Secretary Mark Holodick said recent legis-
lation will affect classrooms in many ways, from mental 
health support to Black history to readings.

“There are a number of other really impactful statutes,” 
he said. “This has been an incredibly busy, active legis-
lative session in education.”

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/schools-start-tuesday-and-kids-can-be-kids-again/
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How to vote in Delaware’s 
upcoming elections

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Delaware voters have several options to cast their ballots in the upcoming primary 
and general elections thanks to two new laws passed during the General Assembly’s 
most recent legislative session.

Senate Bill 320 created an opt-in vote-by-mail system wherein voters have to request 
a ballot before one is sent. Under the law, ballots and ballot applications will never be 
automatically mailed to voters under the bill. After a voter makes the request, the 
Department of Elections mails a ballot, which the voter may complete and return by 
mail or at one of many designated ballot drop boxes throughout the state.

Voters are required to verify their identity on the ballot by including either the last 
four digits of their Social Security number or their driver’s license number. That  
provision of the law is thanks to Sen. Colin Bonini, R-Dover, who kept the Senate in 
session overnight to reach a compromise.

“In smaller states like Delaware, there is tremendous potential for fraud with mail-
in and absentee ballots,” Bonini told Delaware LIVE News. “By requiring identifica-
tion that can be verified, it’s not perfect, but it’s dramatically better than it was.”

Bonini emphasized that the Department of Elections will handle private informa-

tion in a secure manner. “The bottom line is that we can verify that the person who’s 
voting is actually the person they say they are,” he said. “I just think that’s critical.”

House Substitute 1 for House Bill 25 eliminated the state’s deadline which  
required voters to register or update their registration by the fourth Saturday prior to 
an election. Under the new law, voters may register to vote or update their registra-
tion up to or on Election Day.

Both provisions face legal challenges but, as of now, remain in effect for this year’s 
primary and general elections.
WAYS TO VOTE

• In-person at your polling place on Election Day
• In-person early at designated early voting locations
• Request a mail-in ballot and return it through the mail
• Request a mail-in ballot and return it in person at a ballot drop box
• Request a traditional absentee ballot
More information about each voting method can be found below.

VOTER REGISTRATION
This year, you may register to vote until Election Day. Eligible individuals may reg-

ister at any time, including when they go to vote at an early voting site or at their 
polling place on Election Day. 

• Not yet registered? Click HERE to register online.
• Unsure of your registration status? Click HERE. 
• To submit your registration application by mail, follow the instructions HERE. 
•  You can also register at certain government offices, such as DMVs or state service 

centers. Click HERE for a complete list of places to register.
•  You may register at your polling place on Election Day. Unsure of your polling 

location? Click HERE.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://legis.delaware.gov//BillDetail/129685
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=68679
https://townsquaredelaware.com/gop-chair-sues-department-of-elections-voting/
https://ivote.de.gov/VoterView/registrant/newregistrant
https://ivote.de.gov/VoterView
https://elections.delaware.gov/voter/votereg.shtml#how:~:text=certain%20government%20offices-,By%20mail,fax%20the%20application%20to%20the%20Department%27s%20Office%20for%20your%20county.,-At%20certain%20government
https://elections.delaware.gov/voter/votereg.shtml#how:~:text=your%20county.-,At%20certain%20government%20offices,At%20institutions%20of%20higher%20education%20when%20you%20register%20for%20classes.,-When%20can%20I
https://ivote.de.gov/VoterView#:~:text=Polling%20Location%20Search
https://delawarelive.com/how-to-vote-in-delawares-upcoming-elections/


8

C
u

lt
u

r
e

photo link: delaware symphony orchestra

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.facebook.com/DelawareSymphony/photos/pb.100062609091649.-2207520000../10160140035687425/?type=3
https://delawarelive.com/


CULTURE

9

click here to read more

Rotary flags line Wilmington 
Riverwalk until Sept. 19

BY BETSY PRICE

Hundreds of U.S. flags once again are dancing grace-
fully along the Wilmington Riverwalk. Courtesy of the 
Rotary Club of Wilmington, the Flags for Heroes  
display is an annual event originally designed to honor 
veterans and current members of the U.S. Armed Forces.

In 2020, the club expanded those being honored to 
include first responders, law enforcement officers, 
teachers, healthcare providers and all other who serve, 
protect, defend and enrich our lives.

“The motto of Rotary is service above self,” said club 
President Jonathan Hickey. “Rotary was founded on 
that basic principle. And in this case, we wanted to do 
something that would honor those that we consider to 

be heroes in the community, and there are heroes in 
many walks of life.”

The display will stretch over Labor Day and end Sept. 
19. The club invited members and others to buy a flag to 
honor someone they consider a hero, even a personal 
one, and now owns 500 flags.

The displays began at Centennial Park near the Her-
cules Building and moved to the riverfront in 2020, a 
fortunate occurrence that gave people coping with the 
start of the pandemic something to see during a fresh 
air outing.

WE’RE HERE  
because your child’s  

health matters.

PEDIATRICS
1-866-BAY-DOCS

BAYHEALTH PEDIATRICS, MILFORD

We’re parents too and we know your child’s 
health is a priority! Whether you have a 
newborn, toddler, or teen, we’re driven to 
give them the care they need. As moms we’re 
experts in TLC, as pediatricians, we’re experts 
in your child’s health and wellbeing. 

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/rotary-flags-line-wilmington-riverwalk-until-sept-19/
https://www.bayhealth.org/locations/pediatrics
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Sussex biogas facility expansion 
subject of upcoming workshop
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Delaware’s environmental control agency will hold a 
virtual community workshop on Sept. 28 to discuss a 
proposal to expand a Seaford biogas facility.

Biogas is a renewable fuel produced by the breakdown 
of organic matter, such as animal manure. The result is 
a mixture of gases, primarily consisting of methane, 
carbon dioxide and hydrogen sulfide.

Bioenergy Devco, the company that owns the Seaford 
facility, has applied for five permits from the Delaware 
Department of Natural Resources and Environmental 
Control: A resource recovery facility permit, two natural 
minor air pollution permits and two wastewater facility 
construction permits.

The facility is currently permitted to accept organic 
waste from approved poultry industry sources for com-
posting. 

The proposed expansion would allow for the process-
ing of up to 250,000 tons of organic waste per year. 

In addition to an anaerobic digestion system, the  
proposal includes the construction of a wastewater 
pre-treatment system, biogas upgrading plant and emer-
gency generator. If allowed to move forward, the  
company plans to process poultry industry waste into 
pipeline-grade renewable natural gas and compost. 

The facility will accept poultry litter, hatchery waste, 
dissolved air flotation solid cake and liquid sludge,  
offal, waste-activated sludge, fats, oils and greases.
OPPOSITION TO BIOGAS FACILITY

At least one environmental advocacy group opposes 
the facility’s expansion.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biogas
https://dnrec.alpha.delaware.gov/public-hearings/bioenergy/
https://delawarelive.com/sussex-biogas-expansion/
http://citizensforjudicialfairness.org/
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The Royale Group to expand with 
$2 million Seaford site
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Just two years after moving its operations from New 
Jersey to Delaware, The Royale Group has announced 
it will double down on the First State with a new facility 
in Seaford. The $2.35 million expansion is expected to 
create 29 jobs in southern Delaware.

The Royale Group is a collection of specialty chemical 
companies that manufacture, formulate and distribute 
chemicals. Royale Pigments & Chemicals—the division 
expanding into Seaford—distributes specialty colorants 
into the paint, coatings and fire retardants markets. 

The company has purchased the former BASF Poly-
mer Plant at 100 Industrial Park Boulevard in Seaford. 
The site was formerly owned by the Delmarva Central 
Railroad, which will continue operating its transloading 
facility at the rail spur there.

With on-site rail access, the new site will allow Royale 
to better serve a growing roster of customers and secure 
new contracts with companies throughout the region, 
the firm said in a news release.

The Delaware Prosperity Partnership began work-
ing with The Royale Group in 2020 when the company 
purchased IMS Chemblend and the IMS facility at 400 
Carson Drive in Bear, which is now home to Royale’s 
corporate headquarters.

The company’s $1 million investment in Bear was 
projected to yield 17 jobs, but ultimately resulted in  
nearly twice that amount. Today, 30 employees work at 
that location.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
http://royalepigments-chem.com/
https://delawarelive.com/?s=delaware+prosperity+partnership
https://delawarelive.com/the-royale-group-seaford/
https://www.del-one.org
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DuPont will build 
new $50 million 
plant in Newark

BY BETSY PRICE

DuPont Semiconductor Technologies will expand its 
Newark campus by building a $50 million, 385,000- 
square-foot facility in nearby Glasgow.

The company, a business unit of DuPont Electronics 
& Industrial, had searched sites in northern Delaware 
and Maryland before deciding to build in Delaware.

The new facility is expected to become the primary 
work site for more than 70 existing workers and to  
create about 10 new positions.

“DuPont materials for chemical mechanical pla-
narization are an essential part of the semiconductor 
supply chain, used by customers around the world in 
highly sensitive semiconductor chip fabrication,” said 
John Singer, vice president of Integrated Operations, 
DuPont Electronics & Industrial.

Having a new plant near the current facility allows 
the company to “continue to have close collaboration 
with our experienced colleagues in operations, engi-
neering, quality and other interconnected teams,”  
Singer said.

DUPONT ORIGINS
DuPont, which started as a gunpowder manufacturer 

on the banks of the Brandywine River, now is a multi- 
industrial leader with technology-based materials and 
solutions that help transform industries and everyday 
life.

The semiconductor company delivers enabling mate-
rials for semiconductor fabrication, packaging and  
assembly. In Delaware, it manufactures key materials 
used in chemical mechanical planarization, an essential 
step in the making of modern semiconductors.

Consumers use semiconductors daily for data storage, 
automotive electronics, cloud computing, online col-
laboration and 5G wireless communication, and the  
demand for them continues to increase. Poised for a  
decade of growth, the industry is projected to become a 
trillion-dollar industry by 2030.

Supporting DuPont Electronics & Industrial’s invest-
ment of $50 million in equipment and fit out costs are a 
state Jobs Performance Grant of $65,550 and a Capital 
of Expenditure Grant of $1,578,000 from the Delaware 
Strategic Fund.

click here to read more kennyfamilystores @kennyfamstores

Soak Up The Summer

At Kenny Family ShopRites, we love 
celebrating summer with our Delaware 
community.

Whether you’re going to the beach or a 
backyard barbecue, visit Shoprite.com 
for the treats that will make your summer 
celebrations the best yet.celebrations the best yet.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.dupont.com/electronic-materials.html
https://www.dupont.com/electronic-materials.html
https://townsquaredelaware.com/dupont-pays-1-5-million-to-boost-delaware-schools-stem-education/
https://delawarelive.com/dupont-will-spend-50-to-build-new-plant-in-newark/
http://kennyfamilystores.com/
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Falafels seem to be having a 
moment in Delaware
BY PAM GEORGE

For me, it started with the 1995 film “Party Girl.” 
Parker Posey’s funky character, Mary, regularly visited 
the same food cart to request a falafel with hot sauce, a 
side order of baba ghanoush and a seltzer. I was fasci-
nated, having never had a falafel.

So, what was this dish that seemed so cosmopolitan? 
Why did street food sound sophisticated? More than  
30 years later—ouch—I realize why Mary was so enam-
ored.

A falafel is a crisp, flavorful delight that resembles a 
hush puppy. Indeed, it has similar qualities, including a 
crunchy exterior and soft interior. The taste, however, is 
far more exotic.

The falafel seems to be finally gaining fame in Dela-
ware. Credit the number of restaurants specializing in 
Middle Eastern cuisine.

WHAT IS A FALAFEL?
 The main ingredient is chickpeas or fava beans—one 

reason falafels are having their moment. Vegans, vege-
tarians and people on a plant-based diet are growing in 
number and looking for options.

The recipe might include herbs, aromatics and spices. 
Picture parsley, cilantro, dill, cumin, coriander, cay-
enne, onions, garlic and shallots. After mixing it all  
together, the cook divides the dough into balls or  
patties and deep fries them to a golden brown.

You can pop a falafel into your mouth, dip it in a sauce, 
wrap it in a pita or place it on a mezze platter.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/falafels-seem-to-be-having-a-moment-in-delaware/
https://dbcc.ejoinme.org/SLA22
https://www.ursuline.org/admission/


FOOD & DINING

17

Hockessin fundraiser stars 
Dogfish beer aging since 2014

BY KEN MAMMARELLA

A keg of unusually well-aged beer stars in a Sept. 13 
fundraiser at a Hockessin restaurant supporting a pro-
gram to help veterans.

The beer is Dogfish Head 120 Minute IPA—aging 
since 2014. The beneficiary is Paws Helping Heroes, 
which “gives a dog a home and mission to become the 
new battle buddy to a hero that sacrificed everything 
for our freedom.” Several veterans and their dogs will 
attend and discuss the benefits of the program. The 
venue is 2 Fat Guys, a Hockessin landmark since 2005. 
It’s at 701 Ace Memorial Drive.

Tickets are $75 and are available by texting 302-545-
4008. Jeff Cook, who runs 2 Fat Guys with Tom Craft, 
said he expects the event to sell out.

The beer gets better with age. Cook said it’s the lon-
gest that he and the leaders of Dogfish Head have known 
for such a keg of Dogfish Head 120 Minute IPA to be set 
aside to mature.
DOGFISH HEAD AND DOGS

Dogfish Head, which first released the beer in 2003, 
says it has “sweet citrus/piney/floral hop aromas, almost 
candy-like.”

Since the keg will generate a limited number of six-
ounce pours, the fundraiser also features vintage Palo 
Santo, selected by Dogfish Head founder Sam Calagi-
one, plus Dogfish Head 60 Minute IPA, Seaquence Ale 
and Sam Adams Octoberfest in a souvenir Dogfish 
Head pint glass.

A raffle features items from local businesses, with the 
grand prize a catered pig roast worth $800.

The fundraiser also features a smoked pig barbecue 
buffet by 2 Fat Guys, ice cream by Woodside Farm 
Creamery and a DJ and entertainment by Slightline 
Events.

The fundraiser runs 6-9 p.m., and Calagione will be 
around from 6-8 p.m. Cook said the goal is to raise 
$8,000, to fund at least one service dog in its new mis-
sion by Paws Healing Heroes of Glassboro, New Jersey.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://pawshealingheroes.org/
https://www.2fatguys.net/
https://www.dogfish.com/brewery/beer/120-minute-ipa
https://townsquaredelaware.com/dogfish-head-rehoboth-brewpub/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/dogfish-head-rehoboth-brewpub/
https://delawarelive.com/hockessin-fundraiser-stars-dogfish-beer/
https://delawarelive.com/advertise-with-us/
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Lawmakers mourn loss of longtime 
Millsboro Sen. Richard Cordrey

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

The Delaware Senate’s longest-serving president pro 
tempore has died. Richard Cordrey was 88.

The Millsboro Democrat was elected to the Delaware 
House of Representatives in 1970. He held the office for 
just one term before being elected to the state Senate, 
where he served until 1996. 

He was the Senate president pro tempore from 1977 
until his retirement, after which he became Gov. Ruth 
Ann Minner’s secretary of finance.

In a news release Tuesday, Gov. John Carney called 
Cordrey “a one-of-a-kind leader.”

“He was the ultimate southern Delaware gentleman 
who was well-liked and respected by Delawareans across 
our state,” Carney said. “His influence on Delaware’s 
economy—especially his efforts on financial stability—

will have a lasting impact on our state.”
Carney ordered the Delaware flag at state buildings 

and facilities to be flown at half-staff until sunset on 
Saturday, Aug. 27.

The governor noted Cordrey’s experience as a farmer 
and said he supported the state’s agricultural industry 
throughout his career. To recognize his contributions to 
the industry, the state named the Department of Agri-
culture’s Dover office building after Cordrey in 2012.

Current Senate President Pro Tempore Dave Sokola 
said Cordrey’s legacy will live on in that building.  
Sokola called Cordrey “a giant of the General Assembly 
by every imaginable standard.”

click here to read more
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Supporting pro-growth, pro-jobs policies, 
and greater transparency and accountability 

in state government.

Stay Informed
Follow us @ABetterDelaware

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/former-gov-ruth-ann-minner-dies-at-86/
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https://whyy.org/articles/dover-building-renamed-for-cordrey/
https://www.facebook.com/SenDaveSokola/posts/487677416516998
https://delawarelive.com/richard-cordrey-dead-at-88/
https://www.abetterdelaware.org/?fbclid=IwAR1ClbbuJMum0Cm3I6sVfYS8-2TlcmHus6sS0tdKD3e0mldowF6u4MB1STU
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State trains districts on reuniting 
families after school crisis

BY JAREK RUTZ

Teachers, firemen, custodians, bus drivers and parents 
decked out in neon-colored vests filled the first floor 
hallway at Dover High School Wednesday. They were 
there to listen to and participate in a program focused 
on how to help families find each other after a school 
emergency.

The training describes how to create a team in which 
each member has a specific task to put families back 
together and document where children are. That will 
usually happen at a dedicated site away from the school.

The Delaware Emergency Management Agency has 
partnered with the I Love U Guys Foundation to offer 
training for all three counties. 

The Dover one ran Tuesday and Wednesday. A Sussex 
County training at Sussex Academy of Arts and Sciences 
began Thursday and ended Friday. A New Castle train-
ing at Brandywine High School took place Aug. 1 and 2. 

The I Love U Guys Foundation was created in 2006 by 
Ellen and John-Michael Keyes following a school shoot-
ing at Platte Canyon High School in Colorado that took 
the life of their daughter, Emily. On that day, Emily sent 
two text messages, one to her mother saying, “I love u 
guys. K,” and one to her father saying “I love u guys.” 

Since then, Keyes has made it his mission to do every-
thing in his power to prepare schools for a way to unite 
families after a shooting, tornado or any other crisis. 

The foundation offers free downloadable crisis recov-
ery and prevention plans on its website. It uses what the 
foundation calls the “Standard Reunification Method.” 
Districts in Texas, Wisconsin, Indiana, the Carolinas, 
Virginia, Colorado and Oregon have adopted it. 

click here to read more

Proud partners in our 
Delaware communities

 
  

 
 

mountaire.com
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Platte_Canyon_High_School_hostage_crisis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Platte_Canyon_High_School_hostage_crisis
https://delawarelive.com/statewide-training-underway-for-reuniting-families-after-school-crisis
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81742302659?pwd=SW5TNHViY1Q4cm9jZnJKc3NuRHZsUT09
https://mountaire.com/
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Castle Hills 
welcomes 
families back 
with BBQ, haircuts

BY JAREK RUTZ

Jennifer Reeve’s son starts kindergarten on Monday, 
and she said it’s important for her to feel comfortable 
with the environment she’s dropping him off at. So they 
attended the Wednesday evening open house barbecue 
at Castle Hills Elementary. 

“He’s entering public school for the very first time,” 
she said. “He was able to meet his teachers and being 
able to recognize their faces just makes him feel more 
comfortable on the first day.” Her son said he was there 
for the snacks. 

“Anywhere there’s snacks, he’ll be there,” Reeve said. 
“It’s really nice that they incorporated that and made it 
feel like a family right off the bat with the school,  

parents, students and teachers. It just makes me feel  
excited, and while he knows summer’s ending, he knows 
there’s something else to look forward to.”

A fresh haircut, barbecue and snow cones were all 
part of the back-to-school celebration for Castle Hills 
Elementary students heading into the 2023-24 school 
year. The Colonial School District elementary is in New 
Castle.

Brandon Repella, who has two daughters entering the 
second and fourth grade, said attending the open house 
helps calm his nerves about sending his children back 
to the classroom. More importantly, it eases his daugh-
ters’ anxiety, too. 

“It’s really important to see the teachers before the 
first day and also for teachers to get to see the kids,” he 
said. “My girls get to shake off the nerves by putting a 
face to the name.”

The fun atmosphere is unique, he said. It builds a  
connection more than a traditional open house where 
students and parents just meet the teacher in the  
classroom and then go home.

click here to read more

HIGH SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, October 18, 2021
10:00am - 1:00pm 

VIKING FOR A DAY
You are invited to feel the energy

of VKNation as a Viking for a Day.

Viking Visits begin October 4th.

HIGH SCHOOL
PLACEMENT TEST

November 13, 2021 8:30am
November 14   12:00pm

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/castle-hills-brings-families-back-with-bbq/
https://www.steschools.org/admissions
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UD requires masks for two 
weeks to battle surge
BY BETSY PRICE

The University of Delaware is asking students, staff 
and faculty to wear masks for the first two weeks of 
school to try to avoid a start-of-term COVID-19 surge.

The university also announced Thursday that an  
employee had been diagnosed with monkeypox, was 
isolating at home and that the person and the university 
were working with the state Division of Public Health 
to notify people who had been in contact with the em-
ployee.

Other colleges, including Georgetown University, also 
are requiring masks for fall semesters.

Those on UD’s campus will be required to wear  
facemasks in all classrooms, research laboratories and 
UD transportation from Aug. 30 through Sept. 9, a UD 
announcement said.

“We want to be as proactive as possible to start the 
semester keeping the health of our UD community a 
top priority,” the announcement said.

The highly transmissible BA.5 Omicron variant of 
COVID continues to spread across the country.

“We know from campus experience over the past two 
and a half years that COVID-19 cases tend to surge at 
the beginning of each semester, largely due to the sharp 
increase in campus density as students arrive at UD 
from various locations around the United States and 
the world,” the announcement said. “These surges are 
fairly short lived (1-2 weeks) and are typically not repli-
cated until the next semester.”

click here to read more

OB-GYN &  
FAMILY MEDICINE 

1-866-BAY-DOCS

I’M KANDIS SAMUELS-
LEUTZINGER, MD, MPH 

Caring for families has always been my 
passion. In addition to treating patients of  
all ages, my expertise in OB-GYN, prenatal 
care and deliveries means I can provide all 
the care needed for mothers and the youngest 
ones in your family. I’m here to bring better 
health for you and your loved ones.

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

I’M HERE  
to care for  
your growing 
family.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.udel.edu/udaily/2022/august/temporary-mask-requirement-fall-2022/
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https://delawarelive.com/state-partners-up-to-vaccinate-even-more-for-monkeypox/
https://delawarelive.com/ud-requires-masks-for-two-weeks-to-battle-surge/
https://www.bayhealth.org/find-a-doctor/kandis-k-samuelsleutzinger


EDUCATION

25

Newark Charter completes 
21-year expansion
BY JAREK RUTZ

Newark Charter School unveiled its $20 million ju-
nior high school Aug. 23. It’s the latest addition to a 
campus that began with classes in trailers scattered 
around a parking lot in 2001. Then, the charter school 
had 435 students in grades five to seven.

Now, its campus easily could be confused with a small 
college. Newark Charter today sits on a 44-square-acres 
near the intersection of Route 279 and the Christina 
Parkway. It serves more than 3,000 students from kin-
dergarten to 12th grade in four buildings arranged in 
three smaller campuses that essentially form spaces for 
younger learners, the junior high and the high school.

The new 93,000-square-foot, three-floor junior high 
will be home to about 600 students in sixth, seventh and 
eighth grade

It features a “cafetorium” that morphs from a lunch 
room into an auditorium space complete with a stage 
for performances. The building has its own gym, li-
brary, science labs, performing arts spaces and athletic 
fields. 

Newark Charter has added to or altered some part of 
the buildings or campus every year since it was found-
ed, said Dr. Frank Newton, head of school.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://newarkcharterschool.org/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/graduation-rates-for-each-del-district-charter/
https://newarkcharterschool.org/head-of-school
https://delawarelive.com/newark-charter-completes-21-year-expansion/
http://lynmarbuilders.com
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propane-fueled buses, saying they have positive out-
comes. They provide safe, reliable transportation with 
lower fuel and maintenance costs and are cleaner  
running than diesel, he said. He has some doubts about 
costs and safety of electric buses.

“The jury is still out on electric buses that cost about 
50% more and can’t be recharged during a power out-
age,” Stevenson said. “A one-year-old electric bus caught 
fire in Connecticut and was difficult to put out. It may 
be too soon to adopt this technology.”

The state is requesting the rebate grant from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency’s Clean School Bus 
Rebate program. It will provide $5 billion nationally 
over the next five years to help school districts replace 
their gas guzzlers with eco-friendly models.

The electric and propane buses also beat diesel engine 
buses in gas mileage and other factors.

“I won’t know too much until we actually get them 
and can start using them and tracking their efficiency,” 
Ashby said. “But I do know that they’re supposed to 
keep the air clean, so I’m looking forward to getting 
them so we can see how they operate.”

The Education Department did not ask for a specific 
dollar amount when applying for the grant. The federal 
government has a funding formula that dictates how 
much the grant would be worth, depending on where 
the district is requesting an electric zero-emission or a 
compressed natural gas propane bus. The grant size 
also depends on the amount of buses requested.

The program also has a funding schedule for the 
charging stations that will need to accompany any new 
electric buses. 

FIVE lucky districts get help 
with new eco-friendly buses

BY JAREK RUTZ

Bruce Ashby, transportation supervisor at Capital 
School District, said his office didn’t ask for state help 
in getting three new electric buses and one propane one.
But he will be delighted to get them.

Electric and propane buses are said to be more envi-
ronmentally friendly than gasoline-powered ones  
because they release less carbon dioxide as the fuel 
burns.Ashby said about one-third his fleet of 55 buses 
are already propane-fueled, with the first introduced 
more than five years ago. 

The state’s “really been pushing the electric buses the 
past couple years,” he said.

Capitol’s new buses are included in a group for which 
the Delaware Department of Education on Aug. 23 sub-
mitted rebate applications to the federal government.

The 14 electric and 17 propane school buses are divid-
ed among five school districts:

• Red Clay Consolidated: eight electric, six propane
• Brandywine: seven propane
• Capital: three electric, one propane
• Colonial: three electric, one propane
• Caesar Rodney: two propane
The Education Department said 338 buses in the state 

are already propane-powered, but the 14 electric ones 
requested would be the first of their kind. Electric  
vehicles are at the core of a federal push for drivers and 
businesses to choose eco-friendly options. 
ECO-FRIENDLY BUSES

David Stevenson, director of the Caesar Rodney Insti-
tute’s Center for Energy Competitiveness, endorsed 

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.wtnh.com/news/connecticut/new-haven/fire-shreds-electric-bus-in-hamden/
https://www.epa.gov/cleanschoolbus/school-bus-rebates-clean-school-bus-program#funding
https://townsquaredelaware.com/u-s-transportation-secretary-pete-buttigieg-touts-electric-buses-in-wilmington-update/
https://delawarelive.com/5-districts-get-help-with-eco-friendly-buses/
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Learning Collab, school boards 
make joint meeting public

BY JAREK RUTZ

The joint meeting of the Red Clay, Brandywine and 
Christina school districts to discuss concerns about the 
Wilmington Learning Collaborative will be public. 
The meeting is set for Tuesday, Aug. 30, at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Neighborhood House at 1218 B St. in Wilmington. 

All three district boards have pushed off ratifying or 
refusing the 16-page draft agreement they received 
June 2 that details the roles of all parties involved with 
the collaborative, including the districts and governing 
council. 

All 21 school board members, seven from each district, 
will be present. The meeting will also be livestreamed 
HERE and is open to the public. There is no time allot-
ted for public comment.

The public was asked in an email sent out this week 
by the Learning Collab to provide written comment to 
their school board or participate in public comment at 
upcoming board meetings: Brandywine 9/19, Christina 

9/13, Red Clay 9/21. 
Officials from the governor’s office and the Depart-

ment of Education are expected to attend Tuesday. 
The Wilmington Learning Collaborative is a joint 

project, initiated by Gov. John Carney’s office and the 
Department of Education. It seeks to put all the  
Wilmington elementary and middle school students in 
the three districts, which are largely suburban districts, 
under one board so that curriculums and other pro-
grams can be tweaked to help city students better learn. 

The program is expected to include access to commu-
nity and family services and to use more grassroots and 
teacher-led ideas to capitalize on the knowledge of those 
who see the kids each day.

Delaware has allocated $7 million to help run the col-
laborative, which would also draw state monies allotted 
to district budgets.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://governor.delaware.gov/wlc/
https://www.neighborhoodhse.org/
https://governor.delaware.gov/wlc/draft-wlc-agreement/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89691102179
https://governor.delaware.gov/contact-connect/
https://education.delaware.gov/
https://delawarelive.com/learning-collab-school-boards-make-meeting-public/
https://molluraphoto.com
https://delawarelive.com/advertise-with-us/
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Judge tells Caesar Rodney 
mom to lawyer up
BY JAREK RUTZ

India Scott, the Caesar Rodney School District mother 
who is suing another parent and son for dodgeball game 
injuries, was told Aug. 22 to get a lawyer or her case will 
be dismissed. Court of Common Pleas Judge Anne E. 
Hartnett told Scott to find a lawyer by Oct. 3, the day 
Hartnett has scheduled a second pretrial hearing.

The suit, filed in the Kent County Court of Common 
Pleas, stems from a Jan. 10 dodgeball game played in a 
Postlethwait Middle School gym class.

Scott alleges that her son, seventh-grader Charles 
Cottman, was attacked by ninth-grader Finn Dyer after 
Cottman eliminated Dyer in a game by hitting Dyer 
with a ball. According to records, there was then an 
11-second period where Finn was hitting Charles’ head. 
Police records state the weapon used was “hands and 
feet.” That led to doctors diagnosing Charles with a 

concussion and mild traumatic brain injury. 
Zachary George, the Dyers’ lawyer, protested giving 

Scott an extension to find a lawyer. Finns’s father Alex 
Dyer, who was in attendance but did not speak, is losing 
money by the hour, George said. 

“We tried to negotiate this matter in an appropriate 
way, and we were shut down.” he said.

George had called Scott May 9 and offered her a set-
tlement payment of $1,500, which she refused. Scott 
claims the Dyers should help pay for the cost of Charles’ 
medical care. The school district has said it is not liable 
for the injuries. George argues that Alex has parental 
immunity and is not responsible for the actions of his 
son, who’s a minor. 

click here to read more

IT MAKES US  
ALL SAFE 

The COVID-19 vaccine is 
safe and proven to protect 

against serious illness.  
Need more reasons? Talk to 

your pediatrician today.

Need a reason to get your  
kid vaccinated? They’ve got plenty.

GO VAX  
DELAWARE!

de.gov/youthvaccine
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https://delawarelive.com/judge-tells-caesar-rodney-mom-to-get-a-lawyer/
http://de.gov/youthvaccine
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Quillin realignment has Seaford 
football back on track
BY BENNY MITCHELL

At the end of Seaford football’s two-week summer 
camp, head football coach Mark Quillin looked across 
the field as 50-plus athletes gathered for a team photo.

“It has been great to see the program grow over the 
past two years,” Quillin said. “Actually has caught me 
off guard this season. Luckily, having coached at Tech 
for 10 years I am able to organize the practices to max-
imize the players growth.”

Quillin says having such an increase in players this 
year has helped save the program.

“We are able to compete and grow,” he said. “Winning 
is always important but the excitement of competing 
with a level opponent each week makes football fun. 
Also gives us a chance to get our feet back under us.”

When Quillin took over the reins at Seaford in 2020, 
he could not see COVID-19 on the horizon. “COVID was 
a tough way to start turning the program around,” he 
said. “Football is about relationships and without being 
able to spend time with each other it really set us back a 
bit that first year but we have rebounded nicely.”

The Blue Jays played just six games that season finish-
ing 1-5 and last in the Henlopen Conference Southern 
Division. The 2021 season saw the first year of the state’s 
reclassification. Seaford was moved to Class A. Schools 
were grouped on a formula based on enrollment and 
win-loss records over a five-year period.

click here to read more
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THREE Delaware standouts seek 
playing time at South Carolina
BY NICK HALLIDAY

Three former Delaware high school football standouts 
are looking for playing time when the South Carolina 
Gamecocks football team opens the season Sept. 3.

MarShawn Lloyd, Deebo Williams and Braden Davis 
will all be looking for snaps when the team plays Georgia 
State in Columbia, South Carolina.

MarShawn Llyod is a Delaware native who played at 
DeMatha Catholic in Maryland. Lloyd suffered a set-
back after committing to South Carolina in 2020 when 
he tore his ACL and sat out the whole season. 

Last season he was healthy enough to get back on the 
field. Lloyd played in all 12 regular season games and 
was the fourth-leading rusher with 64 carries for 228 
yards and one touchdown whiles catching three passes 
out of the backfield for 44 yards.

Lloyd will look to play a larger role this season with 
two of last season’s top rushers having moved on. He 
will still have to compete for touches in a very talented 
backfield for the Gamecocks. 

Debo Williams played at Smyrna High school for 
coach Mike Judy. Debo was a four-year starter for the 
Eagles and was named the state’s 2019 defensive player 
of the year.

Debo originally committed to play for the University 
of Delaware and spent the fall of 2020, there but the  
season was postponed to the spring. He transferred to 
South Carolina and in the 2021 season Williams played 
in all 13 games primarily on special teams. 

Debo quickly made a name for himself when he 
blocked two punts in the season opener against Eastern 

Illinois, becoming the first SEC player to record two 
blocked punts since 2010. For his efforts, he was named 
the SEC Co-Freshman of the Week. 

This season Debo will look to get more time at line-
backer. He played there a bit last season but wants to 
play a bigger role on defense. He will still be a key  
contributor on special teams. 

Davis played his high school football at Middletown 
for Coach Zach Blum. He was named the Gatorade  
Delaware Football Player of the Year in 2021 as he led 
the Cavaliers to an 11-1 record and the state champion-
ship as a senior. 

Davis graduated early, enrolling at South Carolina in 
January as a true freshman quarterback. Davis left early 
so he could get to South Carolina and start learning the 
college football game. 

He will be competing for snaps with last season’s  
starter Luke Doty who led the Gamecocks in passing 
last season despite battling a foot injury and only  
started six games.

Davis also will be competing against Spencer Rattler. 
A transfer from Oklahoma, Rattler was a preseason 
Heisman candidate last year after being named national 
freshman of the year in 2020. Rattler’s big talent has 
him on the radar for most NFL teams. 

Davis looks to be learning behind both of these expe-
rienced players this season. Even if he doesn’t get a lot of 
playing time, he can use this season to learn and  
mature as a college football player.

The Georgia State game will be televised on the SEC 
Network and ESPN+ at 7:30 p.m. 
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As a locally-owned company, Delaware LIVE News takes pride in working 
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through our daily news platforms.

From large corporations like Christiana Care, Delaware Tech Community 
College, and Delaware Department of Health to small shops like Fur Baby 
Pet Resort, Dolce Coffee Shop, and Benvenuto Tuscan Restaurant, we 
customize each plan to optimize the needs of each of our marketing partners.

I would love the opportunity to meet with you for 10-15 minutes to see how 
we can help. You can click the link to set up a meeting with me in our virtual 
office: https://meetings.hubspot.com/shupe1

CEO, Bryan Shupe / 302-542-9231 / shupe@delawarelive.com

Photo BY john GARNICK

Design your 2022 through Intent ional 
Business and Market ing Planning

Without these 
collaborators, this outlet 
would not be possible:

Bryan Shupe, CEO
Betsy Price, Editor
Sonja M. Frey, Publisher

John Mollura Photography

Delaware Live @DelawareLive

https://meetings.hubspot.com/shupe1
https://molluraphoto.com/
https://delawarelive.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/

