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“It’s a free race for her because it’s a mid-term race and 
she’s still on council,” he said. “I know I’ve done well for 
my district and I think I have a great amount of support.”

Before his 2018 election to the House of Representa-
tives, Chukwuocha served on the Wilmington City 
Council. 

“I intend to show that support all over the district,” he 
said. “Not only in the first councilmanic district that I 
represented, but also in the second councilmanic district 
where I was born and raised and where she currently 
represents.”

THREE candidates, THREE visions 
for North Wilmington
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Voters in Northwest Wilmington, Brandywine Village 
and Trolley Square will have three choices when they 
decide who to send to Dover as their next state repre-
sentative. 

They can go with who they know: incumbent Demo-
cratic Rep. Nnamdi Chukwuocha. They can toss Chuk-
wuocha out and promote progressive Councilwoman 
Shane Darby to the seat. Or they could do the unlikely 
and vote for political newcomer Mark Prescott Gardner, 
a Republican. 
WILMINGTON’S 1ST REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICT

Nnamdi Chukwuocha
Chukwuocha said that while he welcomes Darby to 

the race, “she’s rolling the dice to see what happens.”

click here to read more

IT MAKES US  
ALL SAFE 

The COVID-19 vaccine is 
safe and proven to protect 

against serious illness.  
Need more reasons? Talk to 

your pediatrician today.

Need a reason to get your  
kid vaccinated? They’ve got plenty.

GO VAX  
DELAWARE!

de.gov/youthvaccine
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Here’s how science of reading 
will look in classrooms
BY JAREK RUTZ

Singing nursery rhymes, teaching letter sounds and 
discussing what has been read are all ways you might 
see the science of reading is incorporated into Delaware 
classrooms.

Delaware’s 151st General Assembly raised awareness 
of using brain research to help students learn how to 
read when it passed a couple of bills that made using the 
science part of state law.

Educators, though, said the practice is already com-
mon in Delaware schools and the laws simply made it 
an official requirement.
WHAT IS THE SCIENCE OF READING?

The science of reading is defined as cognitive brain 
research that shows how students learn to read, said 
Monica Gant, chief academic officer for the Delaware 
Department of Education.

It has six essential components: phonemic awareness, 
phonics, reading fluency, vocabulary, text comprehen-
sion and oral language.

In a curriculum aligned with the science of reading, 
teachers would focus on all of these areas.

Professor Christina Budde said that the science of 
reading includes decoding and linguistic comprehen-
sion.

Phonics is one method used at the elementary level to 
sharpen students’ ability to recognize and use let-
ter-sound relationships. That includes recognizing let-
ter patterns to correctly pronounce written words. 

Phonics is an area some education officials and advo-
cacy groups think the state needs to double down on in 
order to improve its disturbingly low reading test scores.

One reason legislators and others wanted laws changed 
was because the state of Mississippi incorporated this 
by law and saw reading scores soar. Delaware, on the 
other hand, changed to “new” methods in 2002 and saw 
reading scores start to plummet.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
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https://journal.imse.com/what-is-the-science-of-reading/
https://delawarelive.com/state-education-test-scores-dismal/
https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/more-states-are-making-the-science-of-reading-a-policy-priority/2021/10
https://delawarelive.com/delaware-schools-to-turn-to-science-of-reading-to-improve-literacy-rates/
https://delawarelive.com/heres-how-science-of-reading-will-look-in-class/
https://dbcc.ejoinme.org/SLA22
https://www.ursuline.org/admission/
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Black doulas aim to reduce ethnic 
birth disparities
BY BETSY PRICE

Adrienne Dawson’s breathing was becoming erratic 
and panicky as her contractions increased while she la-
bored last month with her first child at Christiana Care.

Doula Ariandra Clark leaned over and rested her 
hand calmly on Dawson’s chest, and they looked into 
each other’s eyes.

“Calm down,” Clark said kindly. If Dawson kept 
breathing like that, she would pass out, Clark told her.

Dawson relaxed a bit, began controlling her breathing 
better and a little while later welcomed her daughter, 
Brynn-Leigh.

It may not sound like much, the Dover mom said, but 
that brief touch illustrates the emotional and physical 
value of having a doula in the delivery room.

“That was a pretty special moment,” Dawson said.
WHAT A DOULA DOES

A doula works as a pregnancy and labor assistant of 
sorts, providing information as well as physical and 
emotional comfort before, during and after birth.  
Doulas don’t provide medical care of any kind or accom-
pany patients to medical appointments. But Delaware 
hospitals and birthing centers welcome them as a mem-
ber of the delivery team who is focused on the mom’s 
well-being.

That can be especially important to people of color, 
said Erica Allen, a doula whose nonprofit Do Care  

Doula Foundation Inc. is sponsoring a doula training 
Aug. 20-21 for Black doulas. Classes will be taught by 
Birth Arts International with trainer Ashanti Rivera 
coming from Connecticut.

One reason Allen wants to focus on people of color is 
that Black mothers in Delaware are 52% more likely to 
birth a preterm baby, according to the March of Dimes. 

“The training that we provide teaches our Doulas how 
to support birthing people/moms through pregnancy, 
childbirth and their immediate postpartum,” Allen 
said. “We go over nutrition, evidence-based research of 
medical conditions that may require lifestyle adjust-
ments, birth plans, comfort techniques for labor, breast-
feeding support and so much more.”

So far, her program has assisted in more than 30 Black 
births.

While some doulas can be paid up to $1,000 to handle 
a birth, many of the moms don’t have to pay because the 
state and others have given grants to doula programs to 
increase the care for moms.

A friend recommended Clark to Dawson, who says 
she would “10 out of 10” recommend having a doula.
A WATER BIRTH FOR BABY NO. 3

So would Talaya Hayes of Dover.
In her first two pregnancies, she only wanted her hus-

band in the room because she felt like so much chaos 

surrounds a birth. She realized, though, that her husband 
was having his own parental experiences and she wanted 
him to be able to enjoy the moment without having to 
focus on her.

She thought the family couldn’t afford a doula, but 
was told by a friend on the Moms of Delaware, or MOD 
Squad, Facebook page that she might qualify for one of 
the grants.

Like Dawson, Hayes talked to several doulas before 
settling on the one she used, a practice encouraged by 
doulas to ensure a good relationship.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/black-doulas-tim-to-reduce-birth-disparities/
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10,000-mile walk includes 
stop in Delaware

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

He graduated from college, landed a well-paying job 
in corporate finance and bought his first home. Then, 
he dropped it all and embarked on a journey that would 
change his life forever. 

Isaiah Glen Shields talked with Delaware LIVE News 
on his 400th day walking across the country. 

Cars and trucks whizzed by—many of them offering 
friendly honks—as he trekked along Route 13 between 
Harrington and Felton with his handmade supply cart 
in tow. 

Two gentlemen stopped and asked to take a picture 
with him. He obliged, then exchanged some brief words 
before they asked if he needed anything. He didn’t. 

Shields began his journey in May 2021 in Provo, Utah, 
where he lives. From there, he hiked to the westernmost 
point in the continental United States: Cape Alava, in 
Washington state’s Olympic Peninsula. 

In the 7,200 miles since, he’s traveled through Oregon, 
Washington, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, 
Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Ala-
bama, Florida, Alabama again, Georgia, South Caroli-
na, North Carolina, Virginia, Maryland and Delaware.

Asked why he’s doing it, he said it’s a simple question 
with a complex answer.

click here to read more

HIGH SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, October 18, 2021
10:00am - 1:00pm 

VIKING FOR A DAY
You are invited to feel the energy

of VKNation as a Viking for a Day.

Viking Visits begin October 4th.

HIGH SCHOOL
PLACEMENT TEST

November 13, 2021 8:30am
November 14   12:00pm

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/isaiah-glen-shields-10000-mile-walk/
https://www.steschools.org/admissions
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State education test scores 
dismal, described as ‘crisis’ 

BY JAREK RUTZ

Delaware’s 2022 test scores were released Tuesday, and 
they aren’t pretty. Just 30% of Delaware students in 
grades three to eight met grade level math requirements, 
while 42% earned a proficient score in English language 
arts. 

These scores come from the state-administered 
Smarter Balanced Assessment, an end-of-the-year  
summative test that measures the abilities of students 
in grades three through eight in math and reading.

Because of the pandemic, there was no testing in 2020, 
and education officials have expressed concern over the 
value and accuracy of data in 2021. Compared to the last 
year with a full and complete dataset, Delaware’s read-
ing and math scores plummeted further and it already 
ranked in the bottom half of the country. 

“This is a crisis, there’s no other way around it,” said 
Laurisa Schutt, executive director of First State Educate, 
a local education advocacy group.

The Department of Education also published the 
state’s SAT scores Tuesday, and they also show a drop, 

but not as much as the Smart Balanced test.
TEST SCORES RELEASE

In 2019, 48% of students scored proficiently in the  
evidence-based reading and writing portion, 28%  
tested proficient in math, and 42% reached that mark in 
the essay portion. 

In 2022, the numbers are 47% for the evidence-based 
reading and writing portion, 24% for math, and 38% for 
the essay. 

“We were using these test results as a baseline for  
recovery,” said Theresa Bennett, director of the Office 
of Assessment at the Department of Education. 

The subpar scores come even though more than $600 
million has been allocated to Delaware education for 
pandemic relief. 

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.firststateeducate.org/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/heres-how-600m-in-covid-money-was-spent/
https://delawarelive.com/wp-admin/post.php?post=100185261&action=edit
http://www.hagley.org/
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Bud Martin to 
leave Delaware 
Theatre after 
decade at helm

BY BETSY PRICE

Delaware Theater Company’s executive director Bud 
Martin will retire in 2023 and turn control of the spot-
light over to Matt Silva, who has been managing director 
for four years. During Martin’s decade at the riverfront 
theater, he helped restore its luster, which was at a low 
point when he took over.

He poured a lot of his own money into the theater’s 
budget and leveraged show business connections to 
bring in crowd-pleasing shows that were working out 
the kinks in hopes of hitting the boards on Broadway. 
That also served to enhance the theater’s regional clout.

Martin directed at least one show a season and even 
took the stage himself as an actor for only the second 
time in 37 years to appear in 2018’s “Heisenberg.”

“I have been honored to lead DTC for 10 years, work-
ing with a talented staff to position the theater as one of 

the preeminent regional theaters in this country,”  
Martin said in a press release. “I’m deeply grateful for 
the tremendous support I’ve had over the past 10 years 
from community leaders such as Jack and Carla Markell 
and Secretary of State Jeff Bullock, as well as from 
countless trusted board members.”
BUD MARTIN LEGACY

Among the productions Martin brought to town were 
“Because of Winn-Dixie,” based on Kate Camilla’s book; 
“Diner,” based on the popular movie; “A Sign of the 
Times,” based on Petula Clark songs; “Something  
Wicked This Way Comes,” based on the novel by Ray 
Bradbury; “Maurice Hines is Tappin’ Thru Life” as told 
by the dancer himself and “Other World,” a new piece 
showcasing diverse talent set against online gameplay.

Those shows came with splashy names, too, including 
composer and writer Nell Benjamin, songwriter and 
composer Duncan Shiekh, filmmaker Barry Levinson, 
pop icon Sheryl Crow, writer Bruce Vilanch and dancer 
Maurice Hines.

Martin cast celebrity actors—Michael Learned, Peter 
Strauss, Donna Pescow, Harry Hamlin and Stephanie 
Powers among them—in some shows.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/bud-martin-leaves-delaware-theatre-after-decade/
https://www.delawaretheatre.org/tappin-thru-life
https://delawarelive.com/blue-door-other-world-2-riveting-theater-experiences/
http://citizensforjudicialfairness.org/
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North Wilmington Branch Library 
set for major upgrade

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

The North Wilmington Branch Library is set for a 
major renovation and expansion thanks to $6 million 
in Bond Bill funds allocated by the General Assembly. 

The money will go toward site preparation and design, 
according to Rep. Nnamdi Chukwuocha, D-Wilming-
ton, who supported the library’s Bond Bill request. 

“This project will have a significant impact on resi-
dents, especially our young people,” Chukwuocha said. 
“I’m looking forward to sharing more as this project 
moves forward.”

Branch director Jamar Rahming said the project will 
transform the library on North Market Street into a  
“library campus” that includes “space for large events 
and for community organizations to coalesce.”

During construction and once complete, Rahming 
said the upgraded branch will “spur economic develop-

ment and enhance youth literacy rates in the North 
Wilmington area.”

The new space will be called the “Think. Do. Hub.” 
and will likely feature an updated facade, state-of-the-
art lobby and event space, and resources to support 
workforce development in the community. According to 
concept renderings, there could also be a rooftop garden.

Rahming said he’s grateful that the legislature sees 
value in investing in North Wilmington—an area he 
said suffers from a “illiteracy epidemic.”

“We have a high volume of young Black kids in the 
city of Wilmington who cannot read by third grade,” 
Rahming said. “The stats and numbers show that young 
kids who don’t know how to read by the third grade are 
more vulnerable to criminality, recidivism, poverty and 
other social ills that we’re trying to derail.”

Chukwuocha said in an interview with Delaware 
LIVE News that places like libraries and schools are es-
sential to giving children in marginalized communities 
opportunities to succeed.

“When you look at gun and community violence that 
these young men and young ladies are encountering, 
that doesn’t lend itself to them becoming students who 
are graduating successfully from school and achieving 
and thriving in our educational system,” Chukwuocha 
said. “They’re the ones who are falling through the 
cracks of our education system and they often end up 
on the streets, involved in a life of crime.”

Investing in those communities is more important now 
than ever, he said, and the library is just one example of 
that. 

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://wilmington.lib.de.us/north-branch/
https://delawarelive.com/wilmington-north-library/
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If you’re looking for a rental 
home, you already know this

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Delaware’s rental vacancy rate has fallen to the third 
lowest in the country, according to recently released U.S. 
Census Bureau data. 

The vacancy rate indicates the percentage of year-round 
rental units that are unoccupied at the end of each  
quarter. According to the Census Bureau, only 2.6% of 
Delaware’s year-round rental units were vacant at the end 
of June. Only two states—Connecticut and Vermont—
had lower vacancy rates, at 2.1% and 2.4%, respectively. 

The statistic underscores what some in Delaware’s  
affordable housing space have been saying for years: there 
is a dire need for more housing—especially affordable 
housing.

“When demand is high and supply is low, landlords 
and property owners can be more selective in their tenant 

screening processes,” said Laurie Jacobs, public relations 
director with the Delaware State Housing Authority. 
“That can create more barriers for folks who may have 
credit issues, past evictions, criminal background issues, 
and of course, it will drive prices up as well.”

Though there’s no cut-and-dried solution, Jacobs said 
the most direct way to alleviate the pressure is by increas-
ing the inventory of rental units. 

That can be accomplished with new construction,  
especially of higher-density housing, she said. The gov-
ernment can incentivize construction of those units 
through grants to developers, among other things.

click here to read more

WE’RE HERE  
because your child’s  

health matters.

PEDIATRICS
1-866-BAY-DOCS

BAYHEALTH PEDIATRICS, MILFORD

We’re parents too and we know your child’s 
health is a priority! Whether you have a 
newborn, toddler, or teen, we’re driven to 
give them the care they need. As moms we’re 
experts in TLC, as pediatricians, we’re experts 
in your child’s health and wellbeing. 

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.census.gov/housing/hvs/index.html
https://townsquaredelaware.com/delawares-affordable-housing-crisis-affects-middle-class-too/
https://delawarelive.com/delaware-rental-vacancy-rate/
https://www.bayhealth.org/locations/pediatrics
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Freedom Award 
to honor MBNA, 
innovation 
winner

BY BETSY PRICE

The Pete du Pont Freedom Award this year for the 
first time will honor a company rather than a person: 
MBNA, the former Delaware banking and credit card 
powerhouse sold to Bank of America.

It also will honor one of three companies as the Rein-
venting Delaware winner: Delaware Creative Economy, 
DWS Drone School and TRIC Robotics. The three were 
chosen in November from a group of 100 companies for 
technical assistance to help them prosper.

One will be named the winner Sept. 22 at the award 
ceremony at the Hotel du Pont.

The awards are a fundraiser for the Pete du Pont Free-
dom Foundation, a nonprofit that focuses on private 
enterprise and marketplace access for entrepreneurs 
and their ideas. The foundation is named for former 
Delaware Gov. Pete du Pont, who died in May 2021.

Former MBNA leaders John Cochran, Bruce Ham-
monds and Lance Weaver will accept the du Pont award.

MBNA’S IMPACTANM
“This honoree captures both my father’s enthusiasm 

for entrepreneurial innovation and the priority he 
placed on job growth,” said Theré du Pont, chair of the 
foundation’s board.

MBNA, which made its banking bones on the idea of 
affinity credit cards—cards that were issued through a 
university or another group—epitomized what Pete du 
Pont wanted to encourage with his 1981 Financial Center 
Development Act.

It was meant to attract employers to Delaware, and 
MBNA moved from Maryland into an old supermarket 
to run its credit card centers. It later moved its head-
quarters in downtown Wilmington off Rodney Square 
and is credited with helping to revitalize downtown,  
becoming a philanthropic behemoth in the community.

“Its impact on Delaware continues to this day, and 
one wonders whether any of that would have happened 
without the vision shared by my father and MBNA’s 
leaders,” Theré du Pont said.

The Reinventing Delaware program is designed to al-
low entrepreneurs to create jobs and make Delaware a 
better place to live, work and raise a family.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/pete-du-pont-remembered-as-a-great-leader-an-even-better-dad/
https://delawarelive.com/freedom-award-to-honor-mbna-innovation-winner/
https://elections.delaware.gov/?utm_source=de-live&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=de-dept-elections&utm_content=third-page
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ELEVEN food, 
beverage festivals 
to ease into fall

BY PAM GEORGE

 If you missed getting tickets to the Burger Battle on 
Aug. 27, you’re out of luck—they’re sold out. But plenty 
of events are coming up that focus on tasty fare.

Saturday, Aug. 13: Constitution Yards Beer Fest 2022
Twelve breweries are visiting the Wilmington River-

front venue to pour their wares and discuss the inspira-
tion behind them. Buy a $40 wristband to taste them 
all, or purchase your beer individually.

Saturday, Aug. 27: Delaware Beer, Wine & Spirits 
Festival
This annual event at the Delaware Agricultural Mu-

seum & Village in Dover showcases producers on the 
Delaware Beer, Wine & Spirits Trail. Expect food trucks, 
live music, outdoor games and guided tours. If it rains, 
the event moves inside. General admission is $50 until 
Aug. 23 and $60 on the day of the event.

Friday, Sept. 9–Sunday, Sept. 11: Oktoberfest
The anticipated festival in Newark is early this year. 

But, as before, guests will enjoy German food and bev-
erages—aka beer—amusement rides and Bavarian 
bands. Lederhosen is optional. The fee is $10 per person.

Saturday, Sept 10, and Sunday, Sept. 11: Brandywine 
Festival of the Arts

Sure the 240 artisans are the main draw to the pictur-
esque grounds near the Brandywine Zoo for the  
Brandywine Festival of the Arts. But the nearly 15,000 
visitors will also come to the 61st annual event for the 
dozen-plus food vendors offering chicken, BBQ, soul 
food, cinnamon buns, kettle corn, ice cream and water 
ice. A shuttle bus service will be available at Incyte, 1801 
Augustine Cutoff. Admission is $5; children 12 and  
under get in for free.

Saturday, Sept. 10: 9th Annual Odessa Brewfest
Just about every Delaware brewery will show up for 

this fundraiser, which benefits the Historic Houses of 
Odessa. Along with craft beers, the event includes  
music and food. General admission tickets are $60;  
designated driver tickets are $15.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/11-del-food-beverage-festivals-to-ease-into-fall/
https://delawarelive.com/burger-battle-returns-aug-27/
https://www.facebook.com/events/595617681919835/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A[%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22discovery_top_tab%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22bookmark%22%7D]%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://debeerwinespirits.com/?fbclid=IwAR3hbXRfbz5nqr7vMujMAbjLdkvRCjCt0fLUHHuYbW-46-JwZkaDbbLjyHg
https://debeerwinespirits.com/?fbclid=IwAR3hbXRfbz5nqr7vMujMAbjLdkvRCjCt0fLUHHuYbW-46-JwZkaDbbLjyHg
https://www.delawaresaengerbund.org/?fbclid=IwAR1EBxxLctBxGY8W3Ba8A_DL04ZM7rrsC0e4bwZ8lCeak28okYF92EuLa6E
https://www.brandywinearts.com/
https://www.brandywinearts.com/
https://www.odessabrewfest.com/?fbclid=IwAR1mp-SNm9D8v11Z-7wsA4i0prKFGPnG33rgQa8uNKoSAwSRyrqkCDAQL7g
http://lynmarbuilders.com
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Judge sides with 
McGuiness in 
Medicaid standoff

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

The Delaware Department of Health and Social Ser-
vices must hand over Medicaid records to State Auditor 
Kathy McGuiness, a Superior Court judge ruled this 
week. For nearly two years, McGuiness has been seeking 
access to the information, which she says her office 
needs to determine whether DHSS’s Division of Medic-
aid and Medical Assistance is complying with federal 
and state requirements.

DHSS argued that the auditor of accounts has no au-
thority to conduct performance audits of state agencies 
and that McGuiness’ duties are strictly limited to con-
ducting after-the-fact financial audits of their spending. 

“I disagree,” the judge wrote in his ruling. 
Judge Craig Karsnitz called DHSS’s argument “un-

necessarily convoluted,” and said, “the language of the  
Delaware statute is clear: a postaudit is an audit of a 

transaction or transactions after the fact, and a perfor-
mance audit is a form of postaudit.”

“This decision is paramount,” McGuiness said in an 
interview with Delaware LIVE News. “The judge  
validated the position our office has taken for decades, 
which is that there are several different types of postau-
dits, including performance audits.”

McGuiness said she feels “vindicated” because her  
office can finally point to a legal precedent that recog-
nizes her authority to investigate whether state agencies 
are using tax dollars responsibly.

When the General Assembly was considering legisla-
tion to create an independent inspector general’s office 
in Delaware, McGuiness wrote a letter arguing that the 
duties outlined in the bill were duplicative and that her 
office was already performing many of the duties that 
would be assigned to the inspector general. 

Supporters of the bill took the same position as 
DHSS—that McGuiness is only authorized by law to 
audit financial transactions. With Karsnitz’s ruling, 
McGuiness feels the record has been set straight. 

A spokeswoman for DHSS told the Associated Press 
that the agency is reviewing the ruling “and will take 
appropriate next steps.”

click here to read more
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New NCCo bills show new way 
to figure out taxes
BY KEN MAMMARELLA

New Castle County’s just-mailed tax bills come with 
an explanatory letter titled “Local service function tax 
rates have changed.”

People who live in unincorporated parts of the county
—and that’s most residents—and businesses in these 

unincorporated areas “will not see any change to their 
property tax rate,” the letter says.

But it’s a different story for residents and businesses in 
some municipalities.

“Although revenue neutral to New Castle County, the 
equitable distribution of the expenses of providing the 
Local Service Functions has created decreases in tax 
rates for some areas of the county and increases in tax 
rates for other areas of the county,” county spokesman 
Brian Cunningham wrote in an email.

“Local service functions are government functions 

that the county performs and that a municipality may 
perform,” the letter says, exemplifying with police, code 
enforcement, and parks and recreation.

“If your municipality performs the service, the county 
local service function tax rate for your municipality is 
reduced,” the letter continues.
TAX CHANGE EXAMPLES

Five municipalities have noticeable tax increases, 
Cunningham said, giving these as the median estimated 
tax increase:

 Delaware City: $81
 Elsmere: $29
 Middletown: $15
 New Castle: $17
 Newport: $48

click here to read more
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AG Jennings announces 
abortion hotline

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

In the wake of the U.S. Supreme Court’s June decision 
that gave individual states the power to regulate abor-
tion, Delaware Attorney General Kathy Jennings on 
Monday announced a hotline Delawareans and out-of-
staters can call to answer questions about abortion  
access in the First State.

Those with questions about abortion access can call 
(302) 992-8096. A representative from the ACLU of  
Delaware will direct the caller to a free, confidential  
legal expert who will provide guidance on the law in 
Delaware.

Jennings emphasized that abortion remains legal in 
Delaware despite the Dobbs decision. Delaware will not 

extradite women to other states where abortions are 
unlawful, she said.

“Abortion is legal in Delaware, but millions of women 
in our sister states face legal and medical peril because 
of their states’ draconian abortion laws,” Jennings said. 
“Our abortion legal helpline is 100% free, completely 
confidential, and ready to help anyone—be they resi-
dents of our state, visitors, or providers.”

More information can be found at www.de.gov/abor-
tionhelpline.

kennyfamilystores @kennyfamstores

Soak Up The Summer

At Kenny Family ShopRites, we love 
celebrating summer with our Delaware 
community.

Whether you’re going to the beach or a 
backyard barbecue, visit Shoprite.com 
for the treats that will make your summer 
celebrations the best yet.celebrations the best yet.
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https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/jennings-announces-abortion-hotline/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dobbs_v._Jackson_Women%27s_Health_Organization
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Delaware 
to spend $18 
million on EV 
chargers

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Delaware’s transportation department will use federal 
infrastructure funds to install multi-car electric vehicle 
chargers along major travel routes throughout the state.

The move comes as part of a national effort to increase 
access to electric vehicle charging stations, thereby 
making electric vehicles a more reliable means of trans-
portation.

Delaware Department of Transportation secretary 
Nicole Majeski said installing charging stations in Del-
aware and beyond will increase consumer confidence 
that purchasing an electric vehicle is a practical choice.

“Increased temperatures, sea level rise and more fre-
quent and intense storms and flooding take a toll on 
our transportation network,” Majeski said. “Accelerating 

our transition to cleaner transportation is essential to 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions.”

Critics say this is a matter that should be left to the 
free market.

Under an initial plan submitted to the federal govern-
ment, DelDOT and DNREC committed to using $18 
million in funds from the Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act over three distinct phases.

In the first phase, Delaware will locate five new 
charging stations around the state, meeting a condition 
of the federal funding that EV charging stations be 
available at least every 50 miles along major travel routes 
identified by the federal government. 

click here to read more
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Christina delays 
Collaborative 
vote; DSU wants in

BY JAREK RUTZ

Christina School District board on Tuesday night 
once more voted to delay a decision on whether or not 
to join the Wilmington Learning Collaborative. There 
was little discussion, but a Delaware State University  
official did ask the board to include DSU as part of the 
collaborative.

Rouser, who is DSU’s chair of education, gave a  
presentation to the board that explained why the insti-
tution should have a seat at the table. 

“We would foster support for the high quality materials 
that you’ve adopted, and help teachers use them well,” 
Rouser said. “We would help them then make those  
resources custom and individualized for the children 
that they are serving.”

Up to now, including universities in draft agreements 
or management plans has not been mentioned, partly 
because the collaborative has wanted to make the  
program a grounds-up, local-control force.

Rouser said DSU would invest in professional devel-
opment to help teachers be able to effectively instruct 
their students to improve test scores and achievement. 

“When you foster teacher leadership and help build 
that up, you’re again addressing those systems and  
creating some longevity for years to come,” she said.

She cited that DSU is a global institute and they have 
plenty of assets to help Wilmington students. 

“You are contemplating whether or not the Wilming-
ton Learning Collaborative is the best thing for you, but 
know that when I come to you right now talking about 
DSU involvement, and working alongside you, we think 
about this as being a convener and collaborating with 
other entities,” she said. 

She said DSU could help them partner with other  
institutions of higher education to create a synergy in 
Delaware that would help improve outcomes for inner- 
city students. A lot of the college’s students come from 
inner-city schools in Washington D.C, Philadelphia  
and New York, Rouser said, and many of them would 
love to contribute in the effort to improve Wilmington 
education. 

click here to read more
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FIVE First State teens named 
‘National Student Leaders’

BY JAREK RUTZ

Five Delaware junior and senior high school students 
have been selected as Bank of America Student Leaders.

The Student Leader Program began in 2004 with the 
intent to help prepare students to enter the workforce 
through skills-building and leadership development.

“The students are standout young adults who were  
selected for their involvement in standing up against 
inequality and injustice, as well as devoting their time 
volunteering across the Delaware region,” said a state-
ment released by Bank of America.

The Delaware students are:
Timothy Nguyen, a senior at Newark High School, 

selected for advocating for proper school funding at his 
school to support the continuation of clubs and help 
with social and educational growth.

Tyasia Cannon, a recent graduate of Dover High 
School, selected for assisting with funding grants in 
Delaware to help non-profit organizations service the 
uninsured.

Samhitha Vallury, a senior at MOT Charter High 
School, selected for participating as a state leader for 
the Delaware State Leadership Conference through the 
Business Professionals of America organization. 

MayEllen Clark, a senior at Cab Calloway School of 
the Arts, selected for creating a club at her school hon-
oring her late mother that assists peers dealing with 
hardships and aiding the mental and physical distress 
from loss.

Caleb Odou, a recent graduate of Saint Mark’s High 
School, selected for orchestrating a meeting with the 

Delaware secretary of education through the Youth  
Advocacy Council to advocate for better funding at 
schools that impact minority students.

These students are now midway through their paid 
internship, which focuses on workforce skills, leader-
ship and civic engagement with the Food Bank of Del-
aware. They’re also involved in the food bank’s summer 
culinary program. Their work will assist in hunger re-
lief efforts statewide.

Delaware’s five are among 300 community-focused 
juniors and seniors recognized annually. 

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
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Ursuline camps go global with 
cooking, nature programs

BY JAREK RUTZ

Ursuline Academy is creating an army of Rachael 
Rays and Bear Gryllses this summer through their dra-
matically revamped camps. 

When Keith Stater came to Ursuline last year, the first 
thing he noticed was the academy didn’t offer camps 
structured around students’ interests. He set about to 
change that, and describes this year’s summer camp as 
a “complete restart.”

As camp director, he leads a slew of different pro-
grams, with the most popular being the culinary camp 
and nature camp. 

“My favorite part about the camp is our teacher,” said 
Emmy Emerson, a rising fourth-grader. “He’s always 
having fun with us, and he doesn’t get mad when we 
spray him with water guns.” 

In the culinary program, children learn about food 
and kitchen safety, such as using equipment properly 
and cross-contamination. Some of the cuisine on this 
year’s menu was oxtail osso buco and Thai duck curry. 
That camp sold out in a few days and had a lengthy 
waitlist. 

“We think about our global connections as an  
Ursuline school,” said Samantha Varano, principal of 
Ursuline’s Lower School. “We are connected globally 
around the world with over 100 other schools, and I think 
that Keith and his team have been really instrumental 
about exposing the kids to different global cuisine.”

click here to read more

OB-GYN &  
FAMILY MEDICINE 

1-866-BAY-DOCS

I’M KANDIS SAMUELS-
LEUTZINGER, MD, MPH 

Caring for families has always been my 
passion. In addition to treating patients of  
all ages, my expertise in OB-GYN, prenatal 
care and deliveries means I can provide all 
the care needed for mothers and the youngest 
ones in your family. I’m here to bring better 
health for you and your loved ones.

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

I’M HERE  
to care for  
your growing 
family.
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https://delawarelive.com/ursuline-camps-go-global-with-cooking-nature-programs/
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officials field community’s 
Learning Collaborative 
questions
BY JAREK RUTZ

A Wilmington Learning Collaborative official said 
Tuesday that the boards of the three participating  
districts may not approve the operating agreement until 
September. Jon Sheehan, chief of policy and supervisor 
to Gov. John Carney, made the comment while describ-
ing how the state expects the project to unfold as it tries 
to create a new agency to oversee city students in the 
Red Clay, Brandywine and Christina districts.

All three districts brought up the agreement in their 
July meetings and all postponed a vote. A Christina 
board member said it was waiting on a change in the 
language in the operating agreement.

There was little public discussion at any of the board 
meetings about the agreement. Brandywine and Red 
Clay school districts will meet Aug. 15 and Aug. 17,  
respectively.

Sheehan made his comments during a town hall at 
Harlan Elementary. That gathering saw questions from 

the audience, but no questions from board members. 
Education Secretary Mark Holodick, Department of 
Education Director of Equity and Inclusion James  
Simmons and Sheehan fielded questions from a group 
of about 20 community members. 

Initially imagined more than five years ago, the Wilm-
ington Learning Collaborative is a joint project initi-
ated by Gov. John Carney’s office and the DOEs. Its  
focus is improving student outcomes and empowering 
city students and educators, while keeping families as 
engaged as possible with their child’s education. 

The thrust of the questions seemed to be that whether 
or not the learning collaborative succeeds, the city of 
Wilmington needs serious changes.

click here to read more
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Supporting pro-growth, pro-jobs policies, 
and greater transparency and accountability 

in state government.

Stay Informed
Follow us @ABetterDelaware
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Statewide youth mountain 
biking league cranks up

BY KEN MAMMARELLA

A new youth league emphasizes community-building, leadership skills, environ-
mental stewardship and personal development, all wrapped together by the thrills of 
mountain biking.

“Above all, we consider ourselves a youth development organization, whose goal is 
to build a strong body, strong mind and strong character in our student-athletes, 
with an unwavering focus on inclusivity and equity,” the Interscholastic Delaware 
Cycling League writes on its website.

Maria Dziembowska, who calls herself the league founder and chief problem solver 
on promotional cards, cites both her professional and personal background in pro-
moting league goals. “This combines my passions for people and nature,” she said.

“I know how impactful it can be to be out in nature,” she said, noting that she 
worked for 10 years for the Nature Conservancy in Delaware. “Participants will learn 

about the tools to take care of it and advocate for trails. The next generation is our 
future.”

She is also training studio director and “chief inflictor of pain and suffering” at 
GreshFit, a bike-fitting studio in West Chester, Pennsylvania, owned by her husband, 
Tim Gresh. And she recalled the exuberance and “sense of freedom” she had when 
she started biking competitively as a teenager.

“All I remember is smiling ear to ear,” she said.
BUILDS ON MOUNTAIN BIKING SUCCESS

The league builds on the 2019 founding of the Delaware Dirt Destroyers, whose 
membership was recently capped at 25 riders. Their home field is White Clay Creek 
State Park near Newark. Membership in the new league covers the whole state,  
Dziembowska said, adding that she expects the Dirt Destroyers to split into two 
teams, based in greater Newark and greater Wilmington.

Youth in grades 6-12 (public, private and homeschools) are eligible. There are no 
tryouts and only basic riding skills are required. Details are posted on the league 
website. Preseason activities will begin in April, the regular season in July. Events—
competitions and fun activities—will begin in the fall of 2023.

The Dirt Destroyers’ website gives these required costs for this year: $50 for the 
team fee, $55-$75 for the jersey and $220 for registration with the National Interscho-
lastic Cycling Association. An optional events registration package is $100; individual 
events are $45.

The league will host a race series, but some events will just be for fun, Dziembowska 
said, such as riders following a trail, with stations for scavenger hunts and other  
activities. She stressed that the league will work with participants, particularly from 
marginalized and underserved communities, on loaner bikes and fees. “Nothing 
should get in their way.”

click here to read more
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As a locally-owned company, Delaware LIVE News takes pride in working 
alongside regional businesses to develop digital marketing campaigns, 
through our daily news platforms.

From large corporations like Christiana Care, Delaware Tech Community 
College, and Delaware Department of Health to small shops like Fur Baby 
Pet Resort, Dolce Coffee Shop, and Benvenuto Tuscan Restaurant, we 
customize each plan to optimize the needs of each of our marketing partners.

I would love the opportunity to meet with you for 10-15 minutes to see how 
we can help. You can click the link to set up a meeting with me in our virtual 
office: https://meetings.hubspot.com/shupe1
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