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tenced to jail for a nonviolent crime, he said. If his  
motion is unsuccessful, Wood said he also would seek a 
retrial. If neither motion is granted, he will appeal to a 
higher court.

“We’re very disappointed in the verdict the jury  
rendered today,” Wood said. “We respect the jury’s  
process, but there’s no question that their thought  
process was influenced by multiple erroneous decisions 
that were made by the court along the way.”

Attorney General Kathy Jennings was quick to  
respond to the result of what has been a turbulent case, 
the first in Delaware to include a sitting statewide  
elected official.

“From the moment I took office, I promised that no 
one would be either above the law or beneath justice,” 
Jennings said in a press release. Today’s (Friday) guilty 
verdict confirmed that. After weeks of grueling trial 
and mistreatment of whistleblowers, the state auditor—
whose job is to protect our state from waste, fraud, and 
abuse—has been found guilty of three crimes by a jury 
of her peers.

McGuiness found 
guilty on THREE 
of FIVE charges

BY BETSY PRICE

State auditor Kathleen McGuiness was found guilty 
Friday on charges of official misconduct, structuring 
and conflict of interest in state court. All three are  
misdemeanors.

The jury of 12 Kent County residents acquitted 
McGuiness of charges of theft and intimidation, both 
felonies, after a three-week trial.

McGuiness will not be sentenced until after pre-trial 
motions are filed and ruled on, said McGuiness’s law-
yer, Steve Wood after the 12:30 p.m. verdict. One of those 
will be his motion for a judgment of acquittal, he said.

The auditor faces up to a year in jail for each misde-
meanor, Wood said. It’s rare for someone to be sen-

click here to read more
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https://dbcc.ejoinme.org/SLA22
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Colonial’s dropout 
prevention program 
shows impressive results

BY JAREK RUTZ

Kelvin Addy needed a push to make it into William Penn’s 2014 graduating class.
Now he’s working for one of the organizations that helped him get his diploma, help-
ing today’s students succeed and closing a circle that began with Colonial School 
District’s novel dropout prevention program.

Since the program’s implementation in 2012, graduation rates have spiked and 
dropouts have plummeted. At the time, the dropout rate at the school was 7% and the 
graduation rate was 74%. As of 2021, the last year that Colonial has a complete data-
set, the dropout rate fell to 1.7%, and the graduation rate leaped to 83%, even with the 
pandemic chewing on resources.

The idea for the program came in 2005, when Jeffrey Menzer, then principal of 
William Penn High School—the district’s only high school—noticed that the system 
did not have a great track record of seeing its students through to graduation. He 
thought that ought to change.

The district needed to focus on keeping the kids coming to school, helping students 
with academic and emotional support, and even tracking their classes to make sure 
they were taking and passing the correct classes to get the required graduation credits.

Menzer went to Murray Berstein, then chief executive officer of Nixon Medical 
Services, who was also passionate about students staying in schools so they have a 
gateway to college and future endeavors. 

“Look, why don’t you get a bunch of business people together who want to tell a 
principal how to run a school, and we’ll bring them in,” Menzer said to Berstein. 
“We’ll meet regularly and talk about the challenges a principal of a high school faces 
and maybe we can do something, and we can focus on dropout prevention because 
that’s what you’re passionate about.”

Menzer envisioned Colonial hiring people from Communities in Schools, a na-
tional nonprofit that works inside public schools to help at-risk students. But Menzer 
needed $52,000 to hire two Communities in Schools employees. Bernstein, WSFS 
Bank in Wilmington and Chris Kenny, CEO of ShopRite joined forces to raise the 
money. (Kenny is the owner of Delaware LIVE News).

“The CIS workers really just end up being an added resource for our school in 
terms of climate, counseling and guidance,” said Menzer.

Last weekend, the state published its annual dropout and graduation report. The 
data comes from the 2020-2021 academic year. The First State had a graduation rate 
of 87.02% and a dropout rate of 1.4% last year. Those numbers have been consistent 
since the state began publishing these reports in the 2014-2015 school year. That year, 
Delaware students had a graduation rate of 84.3% and a dropout rate of 2.19%.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.communitiesinschools.org/
https://www.wsfsbank.com/
https://www.wsfsbank.com/
https://fvacg197xz747ur7h3vi44up-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/FINALGraduation-Summary-Report-20-21.pdf
https://delawarelive.com/dropout-prevention-program-impressive-results/
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Abandoned 
Burger King 
found in 
Concord Mall 
sends Internet 
wild

BY KEN MAMMARELLA

“A fully intact vintage Burger King was found behind 
a wall at the Concord Mall,” a Twitter user posted Tues-
day. And by Wednesday, the tweet had gone viral, with 
more than 15,000 retweets, more than 160,000 likes, a 
Reddit thread and an article in India. Another Reddit 
thread about the photo started Monday.

The Twitter user credited the photo to Jonathan Pruitt 
and said it was taken in April. Pruitt said that he took 
the photo when he was working at the mall because he 
“thought it was cool.” He posted on a Facebook group 
for regional memories, but it didn’t get much response. 

This week, however, “my phone has been blowing up” 
with comments.

Pruitt grew up in Baltimore and lives in Newark and 
never ate at this Burger King. He is, however, fond of 
Whoppers.

The earlier Reddit thread, also labeled DE business, 
had comments from people (somewhat) familiar with 
the situation. The thread’s title said the Burger King 
closed around 2009.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.reddit.com/r/mildlyinteresting/comments/vmtpgx/a_fully_intact_vintage_burger_king_was_found/
https://indianexpress.com/article/trending/trending-in-india/man-finds-intact-vintage-burger-king-outlet-behind-wall-7998936/
https://www.reddit.com/r/Delaware/comments/vm0i3t/the_abandoned_hidden_burger_king_at_concord_mall/
https://delawarelive.com/abandoned-burger-king-found-in-concord-mall/
https://furbabypetresort.com/
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Your guide to the July Fourth 
weekend in Delaware

BY JAREK RUTZ

July Fourth—a day filled with BBQs, backyard corn-
hole and beach trips—is just around the corner. With 
travel agencies expecting around 12% of the state’s pop-
ulation to pack up and head out on vacation, here’s what 
to know about Independence Day in the First State:
TRAVEL

AAA Mid-Atlantic expects 116,000 Delawareans to 
travel at least 50 miles for the holiday, up 3% from last 
year, partly because COVID restrictions are virtually 
nonexistent at Delaware beaches and their restaurants 
and stores. More than 90% of travelers will reach their 
destination by driving, despite gas averaging $4.78 a 
gallon. 

With the help of INRX, a traffic analytics company, 
AAA Mid-Atlantic says the best times to hit the road 
are THESE. If you are anxious about driving around 

Delaware, you can check road conditions by looking at 
the Delaware Department of Transportation’s real- 
time traffic cameras. Find them DelDOT.gov or the 
DelDOT mobile app.

To help ease traffic at the beaches Monday, July 4, 
DART Routes 2, 4, 5, 6, 13, 15, 33, 40 and 64 will operate 
on a Sunday schedule, Route 47 will operate on its  
Saturday schedule, and DART’s Route 305 Beach  
Connection and Beach Bus services will operate on a 
normal schedule. Their 305 Beach Connection provides 
transportation between Wilmington and Rehoboth 
Beach on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays through 
Sept. 5. Fares are $2 per zone. The one-way cash fare is 
$6 from Wilmington and Middletown, $4 from Dover 
and Frederica. 

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.aaa.com/roadtrips/midatlantic
https://gasprices.aaa.com/?state=DE
https://inrix.com/
https://delawarelive.com/july-fourth-weekend-in-del/
https://deldot.gov/
https://www.dartfirststate.com/RiderInfo/Routes/pdfs/summer/rt305.pdf?cache=1656510692839
https://www.dartfirststate.com/RiderInfo/Routes/pdfs/summer/rt305.pdf?cache=1656510692839
https://delawarelive.com/july-fourth-weekend-in-del/
https://bit.ly/34swWML
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The day’s activities are led by Mike Smith and Mark 
Blake, of the Greater Hockessin Area Development  
Association. The parade and relays are returning for 
the first time since the pandemic, Smith noted.

They have also added a 5K for Fireworks run, on June 
30 at the Hockessin Athletic Club, to “get people excit-
ed” about the holiday activities. The run will also raise 
money for the fireworks. “We’re looking for sponsors 
and donations to help us reach the goal of $15,500  
needed to make it all happen!” the organizers write on 
their Facebook page.

They’re also pushing publicity toward Pike Creek and 
Newark, whose residents often attend the fireworks, to 
join in the neighborhood relays, he said. “It’s a fun way 
of celebrating America in Hockessin,” Smith said.

• Laurel’s 28th annual 4th of July Celebration begins 
at 3 p.m. on July 4, at Market Street Square Park. Events 
includes a petting zoo; two live bands; a car show, 4-8 
p.m. at Janosik Park, a parade starting at 7 p.m.; and 
fireworks at dusk.

• Lewes’ Go Fourth fireworks will start at dusk on July 
4. The Lewes Chamber of Commerce said children’s ac-
tivities start at 9 a.m., and there will also be a boat parade.

• Newark’s Liberty Day and Fourth of July Fireworks 
runs 6-10 p.m. on July 4 at the University of Delaware 
athletic complex on South College Avenue.

• Rehoboth Beach’s fireworks are set to begin around 
9:30 p.m. on July 3. The display will launch from the 
beach near Brooklyn Avenue.

• The Smyrna/Clayton July 4th Foundation hosts 
Delaware’s oldest-running fireworks, at dusk on July 4, 
across from Smyrna High, with a parade that morning.

Your guide to Delaware 
fireworks, and so Fourth

BY KEN MAMMARELLA

Most Delaware places known for Fourth of July fire-
works and other Independence Day activities have  
announced their plans. Organizers consistently ask for 
people to arrive early and leave late, and the Delaware 
Department of Transportation warns that many events 
close roads, too.

Dusk is about 9:05 p.m. on the Fourth, but fireworks 
could start as late as 9:30.
FIREWORKS ON (OR NEAR) THE FOURTH

• Bethany Beach’s holiday celebration starts with a  
parade at noon on July 4 featuring floats decorated with 
a “Timeless Bethany” theme. The parade will also  
feature bands, autos, bicyclists and pedestrians. Parade 
awards will be announced at the bandstand at 7:15 p.m., 
followed by concert at 7:30 and the fireworks at dusk.

• “Yes, we provide fireworks in Dewey (on Rehoboth 
Bay in front of northbeach) on the 4th of July,” busi-
nessman Alex Pires said. “Always on 4th of July.”

• Dover’s Fourth of July Celebration on July 4 usually 
features a parade, music on Legislative Mall and fire-
works. The parade starts at 6 p.m. at Hazel Road and 
follows State Street, with the reviewing stand on The 
Green.

• The Hockessin Fourth of July Festival and Fireworks 
includes neighborhood relays in the morning, a parade 
in the afternoon and the fireworks at dusk on July 4. 
The fireworks can be seen all over Hockessin, the web-
site says, with the main viewing from Swift Park, Pied-
mont Baseball Fields, Hockessin Library and Artesian 
Soccer Fields.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://runsignup.com/Race/DE/Hockessin/5KforFireworks
https://www.facebook.com/Hockessin4th/
https://www.townoflaurel.net/community_events.htm
https://gofourthlewes.org/
https://newarkde.gov/calendar.aspx?view=list&year=2022&month=7&day=4
https://www.facebook.com/The-SmyrnaClayton-July-4th-Foundation-Inc-290057697684691
https://www.townofbethanybeach.com/273/Fourth-of-July
https://www.dover4thofjuly.com/index.html
https://hockessin4th.org/
https://delawarelive.com/your-guide-to-delaware-fireworks-and-so-fourth/


CULTURE

10

Mt. Cuba’s FIVE 
kestrel chicks 
get banded

BY BETSY PRICE

Mt. Cuba Center is generally known for its horticul-
ture, but now it has good news for the avian world: A 
pair of its kestrels has sired five chicks.

Kestrels, the smallest falcons in the U.S., have experi-
enced as much as a 93% population decline since the 
1960s, especially in the Mid-Atlantic and New England 
regions, according to a press release from the Delaware 
Department of Natural Resources and Environmen-
tal Control.

The chicks were discovered two weeks ago during an 
annual check of the kestrels’ nest box in Mt. Cuba’s 
meadows. As part of tracking the endangered species, 
tiny samples of the chicks’ blood were taken and the 
babies all had leg bands put on so they can be identified.

Mt. Cuba’s kestrel box is one of seven on its site and 

one of 71 kestrel nest boxes from all three counties that 
have been monitored during the 2022 nesting season.

DNREC called the discovery of Mt. Cuba’s chicks  
“another milepost moment.” The state agency leads the 
Delaware Kestrel Partnership, a group of conservation 
agencies and organizations, which is working to save 
the American kestrels in North America. The state  
declared them an endangered species in 2014.

As part of the state response, DNREC and the zoo  
began installing nest boxes on both private and public 
lands across the state. The partnership’s focus now is on 
helping the kestrel rebound, said DNREC biologist Jor-
dan Brown. See her recent survey HERE.

During a nest box visit, kestrel adults and chicks are 
weighed, measured and banded with unique numbered 

leg bands that include field-readable colors to identify 
individual birds.

Blood samples from kestrels are collected by trained 
staff with veterinarian oversight and sent to collabora-
tors with Hawk Mountain Sanctuary in Kempton, 
Pennsylvania, to be tested for contaminants and other 
possible contributors to the kestrel’s decline.

Researchers hope to understand more about how  
kestrels nest, how far they disperse or migrate, how  
successful they are at reproducing in Delaware, and how 
their habitat may be impacting their population levels. 
What they learn will help guide future habitat manage-
ment for this strikingly beautiful falcon.

The next day Brown seized upon another kestrel  
conservation outreach opportunity at Winterthur  
Museums and Gardens, which along with Mt. Cuba, is 
one of the Delaware partnership’s largest landowners.

The kestrel can never have too much habitat in Dela-
ware, Brown said, and while the larger landowners are 
prominent in providing that habitat, many nest boxes 
are located on smaller, private lands that can be equally 
important to the success of the nesting program.

The partnership hopes to add to existing nest box  
locations in Kent and Sussex counties. Landowners with 
open spaces such as meadows, grasslands, livestock 
paddocks or agricultural fields are encouraged to  
ontact the DNREC’s Wildlife Section at 302-739-9912 if 
interested in hosting a nest box on their property.

For more information about the partnership, go to 
de.gov/kestrels. For more information about becoming 
a part of partnership, call (302) 735-8658.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/mt-cuba-redesigns-gardens-entrance/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_kestrel
https://dnrec.alpha.delaware.gov/
https://dnrec.alpha.delaware.gov/
https://dnrec.alpha.delaware.gov/
https://brandywinezoo.org/conservation/delawarekestrelpartnership/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0IQdkQL9xos
https://dnrec.alpha.delaware.gov/fish-wildlife/conservation/american-kestrel/
https://delawarelive.com/mt-cubas-5-kestrel-chicks-get-banded/
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The Grand managed to keep the core staff together, 
but had to lay off 60% of the staff for about two years, 
with the promise that they would be called back as soon 
as possible.

“When we were in a position to hire everybody back, 
85% of the people that we laid off came back,” Fields 
said. “Some of them quit jobs, other jobs that they’d 
taken, to be able to come back here and I just think that 
speaks volumes about this organization and this group 
of people who work here, that it’s all in service of a mis-
sion that we all believe in very deeply.”

He and Wendy Ho Schnell plan to travel, Fields said. 
“We’re actually going on a bike trip in the Netherlands 
this summer and have also planned a trip to Califor-
nia’s national parks in October,” he said. “I think we’re 
going to New Orleans in November, so we’re not wasting 
any time.”

An enthusiastic apiarist known for keeping bees on 
the roof of The Grand, Fields has been training a bee-
prentice who will take over the rooftop hives when he 
leaves. “I won’t have a key to the building anymore,” he 
pointed out. But he does have more hives in a nearby 
community garden.

Fields has no plans to work elsewhere. “I can’t imag-
ine another professional experience that will be able to 
compare to the time I have spent here at The Grand,” he 
said in the release. “It seems right to go out on such a 
high note.”

Mark Fields to retire from The Grand 
after 16 years

BY BETSY PRICE

The executive director of The Grand Opera House 
will retire in September after 16 years of steering the 
fortunes of Wilmington’s premier performing arts  
institution. Mark Fields started with The Grand in 2006 
as a marketing consultant, was appointed managing  
director in December of that year and then swapped 
jobs with the-then executive director in December 2014.

“It does seem like the right time, both professionally 
and personally,” Fields said. “The Grand is in a really 
good position now, having emerged from the pandemic 
and with the success that we’ve had in fundraising. We’re 
in a really good place so I feel comfortable making room 
for somebody else and new ideas and new energy.

“From a personal point of view, my partner retired a 
year and a half ago and this creates an opportunity for 
us to enjoy retirement together. We have a lot of interests 
and a lot of things we want to do, and so it all seemed to 
come together.”
FIELDS ADVOCATED FOR ARTS

While at The Grand, Fields, 62, has been a tireless 
spokesman for both public and private support of the 
arts as well as a constant cheerleader for downtown 
Wilmington.

“Mark Fields was certainly the right guy at the right 
time for The Grand,” said Brian DiSabatino, chairman 
of The Grand’s board of directors, in a press release. 
“During his entire tenure he showcased not only The 
Grand, but the relevancy of the arts in Delaware. Car-
rying us through the most difficult time in our history, 
he’ll be able to look back fondly that he left The Grand 
as an amazing beacon of hope, joy and community.”

Fields said his proudest accomplishment at The Grand 
was helping it get through the worst of the pandemic.

“That was just an amazing challenge to be a perform-
ing arts center that can’t do performances,” he said.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.inwilmde.com/blog/sarah-bee-honey/
https://www.thegrandwilmington.org/
https://delawarelive.com/mark-fields-to-retire-from-grand/
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Brandywine Zoo 
pudu Haechan dies 
after short 
illness

BY BETSY PRICE

A South American deer called a pudu died June 25 
after becoming sick the day before at the Brandywine 
Zoo. The pudu, named Haechan after a K-pop star, 
came to Delaware in December to mate with the Wilm-
ington zoo’s female, named Clover, and sire offspring.

After seeming lethargic June 24 and getting worse 
during the day, Haechan was moved to the Animal Care 
Center on the zoo grounds. As he continued to get 
worse, he was transferred to a Pennsylvania veterinary 
clinic, where he died, according to the Delaware De-
partment of Natural Resources and Environmental 
Control. He was 3. The cause of death is unknown at 
this time.

“The onset and progression of symptoms was very 
rapid,” said Brint Spencer, director of the Brandywine 

Zoo. “At this time, we do not have a cause of death and 
won’t until after the necropsy,” which is the animal  
version of an autopsy. The Brandywine Zoo, run by 
DNREC, is working with the New Bolton Center of the 
University of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary  
Medicine, who will perform the necropsy

Haechan’s female companion, with whom he shared 
the pudu habitat, has no symptoms of illness. She is un-
der careful observation, the DNREC press release said.

“Everyone is grieving here,” said Spencer. “It’s so sad, 
especially when the two pudu had bonded and seemed 
content.”

Clover did not, however, seem to have become preg-
nant, said a Los Angeles Zoo information officer.
PUDU NAMESAKE

Haechan was born at the Los Angeles Zoo in December 
2018. He was named by fans of the Korean pop music 
group NCT-127 for his resemblance to a singer in the 
group. Haechan, which means full sun, is the singer’s 
stage name.

A fan-driven Facebook fundraiser raised more money 
than it needed in just a few hours to name him Haechan.

click here to read more

WE’RE HERE  
because your child’s  

health matters.

PEDIATRICS
1-866-BAY-DOCS

BAYHEALTH PEDIATRICS, MILFORD

We’re parents too and we know your child’s 
health is a priority! Whether you have a 
newborn, toddler, or teen, we’re driven to 
give them the care they need. As moms we’re 
experts in TLC, as pediatricians, we’re experts 
in your child’s health and wellbeing. 

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pudu
https://brandywinezoo.org/
https://brandywinezoo.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/K-pop
https://dnrec.alpha.delaware.gov/
https://dnrec.alpha.delaware.gov/
https://dnrec.alpha.delaware.gov/
https://www.vet.upenn.edu/veterinary-hospitals/NBC-hospital
https://kprofiles.com/nct-127-members-profile/
https://delawarelive.com/brandywine-zoo-pudu-dies-after-short-illness/
https://www.bayhealth.org/locations/pediatrics
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Attention shoppers: No more 
plastic bags as of July 1

BY KEN MAMMARELLA

“Bags, wallet, keys and phone” are some new lyrics 
suggested for the old children’s exercise song “Head, 
Shoulders, Knees and Toes” as Delaware moves to a 
plastic bags ban.

The new words come from some creative folks at the 
Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Envi-
ronmental Control to promote a broader and deeper 
ban on plastic bags that started Friday, July 1.

In 2019, the state legislature voted to keep supermar-
kets, drugstores and other large chains from giving 
away thin plastic bags, effective Jan. 1, 2021. The goal: a 
cleaner environment.

Supporters probably expected stores to only give away 
compostable paper bags or charge for reusable bags, 
discouraging their use. Stores did sell costlier reusable 
bags, but, citing a brown-bag shortage, many largely 
switched to free thicker plastic bags. No longer.

“Plastic film bags, regardless of thickness, are no  
longer allowed,” DNREC says on its FAQ. DNREC en-
courages customers to bring their own bags, and stores 
can offer reusable bags, paper bags or no bags at all. “All 
retail stores in Delaware are affected by the change,” the 
agency writes. “Restaurants are not subject to the ban.”

“Ensuring our products are better for our communi-
ties and the planet is a priority for us,” said Dana Ward, 
a representative for Albertsons Companies, which owns 
Acme and Safeway stores. That’s why the chain partici-
pates in the Beyond the Bag Initiative “as part of our 
work to reduce plastic waste and create a more sustain-
able future.” The chain sells reusable bags and and en-
courages shoppers to bring their own.

Julie Miro Wenger – a representative for the Delaware 
Food Industry Council, which unites grocers, and the 
Delaware Association of Chain Drug Stores – said that 
she has asked the John Carney administration for help 
with a “cleanup” bill that will make the change easier 
for businesses and consumers.
STORES ON PLASTIC BAGS

The stores want to be able to:
•  Use up their current inventory of single-use plastic 

bags.
•  Use their judgment for the right size of bags. For  

instance, a pair of earrings purchased and bagged at 
a jewelry store would, under the new law, be in a bag 
that could hold four gallons of milk.

•  Use single-use plastic bags for large items bought at 
in-store pharmacies, such as colonoscopy prep and 
some injectables. This would be another exemption 
written into the law.

Delaware’s Legislature, which would have to support 
such adjustments, ended its work on June 30. The gov-
ernor’s office said it was reviewing her request.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://dnrec.alpha.delaware.gov/outdoor-delaware/attention-shoppers-bring-your-own-bag-starting-july-1/
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Water firm invites customers to 
buy coverage on e-devices

BY KEN MAMMARELLA

The company that provides water to about 100,000 
people in New Castle is known for regularly sending 
out snail-mail letters advocating that customers buy 
some financial coverage for their sewer lines in case 
they break. It now is suggesting something similar for 
electronic devices.

“Veolia believes in bringing our customers the best in 
service and value,” it explains in a letter just mailed to 
customers. “That’s why we’ve partnered with HomeServe” 
for repair or replacement for personal computers,  
tablets and flat-screen TVs. An upgraded plan covers 
cellphones. The basic plan is $12.99 a month; the  
upgrade is $19.99. So is it worth it?

By sending out the letter, Veolia is implying it is. Con-
sumer advocates and various media posts disagree. 
Sometimes stridently.

“You should never insure something that is a consumer 
item,” Clark Howard, a consumer advocate for almost 
30 years, says on clark.com. “The best insurance you 
can have for a cellphone is to put a protective case on it 
and a screen protector and not buy any insurance,” he 
continues.

And the new gadget coverage isn’t really insurance, 
even though casual readers might leap to that conclu-
sion by the legalese. A review of three documents in the 
new mailing found the word “insurance” only once, when 
referring to “homeowners insurances.” The favored 
term for what’s being sold is “tech protection plan.”

Reduce. Reuse. Repeat.
Kenny Family ShopRites of Delaware

care about the environment. Instead of using 
650K single-use plastic bags a week, our 

customers have helped us reduce our plastic 
waste to just 100,500 reusable bags a week! 

We look forward to continue lowering 
tthat number with our customersʼ support. 

Thank you for your commitment 
to reducing plastic waste in our community, 

making our world a cleaner, more 
beautiful place.

 

Follow us on social media
kennyfamilystores

@kennyfamstores

Join Our Team

At Kenny Family 
ShopRites of Delaware,
we’re a team.
We work hard, 
and we play hard.

And our employees 
enjoy a variety of benefits enjoy a variety of benefits 
and flexible schedules.

Apply today at
Shoprite.com/careers 
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DSU to use $1 million grant for 
urban revitalization center
BY JAREK RUTZ

Delaware State University will use $1 million in feder-
al funds to build an urban revitalization center. The 
money will come through a federal grant, announced  
Tuesday on campus by U.S. Congresswoman Lisa Blunt 
Rochester.

The Center for Urban Revitalization and Entrepre-
neurship will be located at 225 W. Division Street in 
downtown Dover, one block from the university’s  
Dover campus. DSU expects the center to be a small 
business incubator that will assist in the development of 
new and startup companies. DSU President Tony Allen 
said Tuesday that small businesses are the fabric of Amer-
ica. They provide jobs, build communities and promote 
the ingenuity inside of every citizen. 

“Unlocking that talent is the key,” Allen said in a press 
release. “Today’s appropriation for the University’s  
Center for Urban Revitalization and Entrepreneurship 
is a significant step toward that objective, particularly 
in and around the DSU Downtown Dover campus.”

The award comes as part of a year-long process in 
which Blunt Rochester’s office received more than 150 
applications for grants from a $24 million Community 
Project Fund. 

The space will be shared with NCALL Research Inc., 
a nonprofit organization based in Dover that specializes 
in affordable housing development, education and  
lending.

Until the center is built, Delaware State will operate 

the hub in a temporary location on the corner of Loock-
erman and South State Streets.

Blunt Rochester said this project focuses on three  
areas: jobs, partnership and innovation.

“CURE will help drive both our economic and com-
munity development in Kent County, strengthen  
partnerships between the federal government, higher 
education and nonprofits,” she said, “and encourage en-
trepreneurs to be innovative in ideas and practice.”

Karen Speakman, executive director of NCALL, said 
Tuesday that this project couldn’t come at a more  
important time.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/dsu-grant-for-urban-revitalization-center/
https://ncall.org/
https://www.ursuline.org/admission/
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Delaware’s ‘Chopped’ finalist 
says to stay tuned

BY PAM GEORGE

Delaware chef Reuben Dhanawade faced stiff  
competition on the June 28 finale of Food Network’s 
“Chopped: Desperately Seeking Sous Chef.” At stake: a 
sous chef position with judges Chris Santos, Maneet 
Chauhan or Scott Conant.

“If you want to work for me, you’re going to have to 
stay composed, be creative and manage the clock,”  
Santos told the four contestants, who had each won their 
respective semifinal battles against four other chefs.

“Sounds like a plan,” replied Dhanawade, a chef at the 
University of Delaware.

“That’s what I’m going to do,” added Laura Windham, 
a lead cook at King + Duke in Atlanta.
‘CHOPPED’ FINALIST’S APPETIZERS

But managing time proved to be Windham’s down-

fall. She left the Mexican corn ravioli in the fryer, which 
led to her elimination.

Dhanawade, however, did well with the appetizer  
basket ingredients, which also included baby bok choy, 
monkfish liver and yuzu kosho. He made a monkfish 
liver taco with a street corn ravioli crema topped by bok 
choy salad. “I love what you did with the taco,” Santos 
told him.

Chauhan was also impressed that Dhanawade went in 
a Latin direction after seeing the street corn. But Conant 
wanted more restraint. Determined to take the judge’s 
advice to heart, the Delaware Technical Community 
College grad approached the entrée basket with an eye 
on simplicity.

click here to read more
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$69.4 million grant-in-aid bill heads 
to Carney
BY BETSY

The Delaware Senate passed a $69.4 million grant-in-
aid bill about 6 p.m. Thursday, just hours before it was 
set to end the annual session of the Delaware General 
Assembly. Two hours later, the House passed it, too, 
making the bill’s next stop the desk of Gov. John Carney 
to be signed into law.

Senate Bill 252, sponsored by Sen. Trey Paradee, 
D-Dover, gives money to nonprofits providing a variety 
of services, fire companies, ambulance services, senior 
citizens and more.

It was another record-setting budget in a series of 
them as the Spendy Assembly moves to take advantage 
of two years of $1 billion surpluses. Paradee broke down 
the bill’s allocations:

•  $20.6 million for nonprofits and agencies that offer 
health, substance abuse treatment, the arts, tourism 
and more;

•  $14.5 million for volunteer fire companies and public 
service ambulances;

•  $1 million to each county for the purpose of one-
time funding for each county to improve or enhance 
paramedic substations;

•  $8.5 million for Delaware senior centers, plus $1 
million for aging-related programs;

• $498,000 for veterans’ organizations.

The grand funding for the 2023 fiscal year, which 
starts Friday, includes 24 nonprofit agencies and com-
munity organizations that were not included in last 
year’s legislation, a press release said.
REACTION TO GRANT-IN-AID

Sen. Bryant Richardson, R-Seaford, and Sen. Colin 
Bonini, R-Dover, were the only senators who stood to 
speak about the bill.

“There’s an item in the grant-in-aid that I’m not real 
happy about and I won’t mention. I think people in here 
already know that,” Richardson said. Speculation was 
that he was talking about Planned Parenthood, which is 
to receive a $37,000 grant. He’s been vocal about state 
money going to sustain life, not end it.

Planned Parenthood last year opened a clinic in  
Seaford. The City Council responded by requiring  
anyone who had an abortion or miscarriage in a health 
center to bury or cremate the fetal tissue at their own 
cost. A Delaware Chancery Court judge on Wednesday 
overturned that law.

“But there’s a lot on there that I’m very happy about,” 
Richardson said. “One of those is Home of Hope.” That 
Delmarva Adult & Teen Challenge program was bud-
geted for $525,000.

click here to read more
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General Assembly passes 
permanent mail-in voting

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Delaware voters will be able to cast their ballots 
through the mail in all future elections thanks to a bill 
passed by the House of Representatives late Wednesday 
evening.

All but one Democrat voted for Senate Bill 320, which 
many Republicans and their attorneys say violates the 
Constitution. Rep. Bill Bush, D-Cheswold, abstained 
from the vote after a debate that lasted more than two 
hours. Rep. Mike Smith, R-Hockessin, voted in favor of 
the bill. Two Republicans abstained: Rep. Kevin  
Hensley, R-Odessa and Rep. Mike Ramone, R-Pike 
Creek South.

“Since the 1980s, more and more states have passed 
laws allowing their residents to vote by mail for any  
reason, and these methods have been implemented  
successfully,” said Rep. Krista Griffith, D-Fairfax, the 
bill’s sponsor. “Democracy functions best when everyone 
has the opportunity to participate in it.”

Once signed by Democratic Gov. John Carney, the 
Department of Elections will create a system that allows 
voters to have a ballot sent to them by mail. Ballots and 
ballot applications will not be automatically mailed to 
voters under the bill—they’ll have to request it.

An amendment added to the bill in the Senate requires 
mail-in voters to provide a form of identification— 
either the last four digits of their driver’s license or the 
last four digits of their Social Security number.

This is the Democrats’ second attempt at allowing 
Delawareans to vote without having to go to the polling 
place or provide an excuse in exchange for an absentee 
ballot. A previous attempt, which required a Constitu-
tional amendment, failed. That’s when they unveiled 
the new plan which, conveniently, doesn’t require a 
Constitutional amendment.

In practice, there’s no difference between the two bills.
OB-GYN &  

FAMILY MEDICINE 
1-866-BAY-DOCS

I’M KANDIS SAMUELS-
LEUTZINGER, MD, MPH 

Caring for families has always been my 
passion. In addition to treating patients of  
all ages, my expertise in OB-GYN, prenatal 
care and deliveries means I can provide all 
the care needed for mothers and the youngest 
ones in your family. I’m here to bring better 
health for you and your loved ones.

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

I’M HERE  
to care for  
your growing 
family.
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DOJ wins challenge to Seaford 
‘fetal tissue’ law
BY STAFF WRITER

A Delaware court has overturned a Seaford law that 
would have required anyone who had an abortion or 
miscarriage to pay to bury or cremate the fetal tissue.

Vice Chancellor J. Travis Laster of the Delaware Court 
of Chancery ruled Wednesday morning that Seaford, as 
a junior sovereign, cannot enact a law that conflicts  
directly with law established by the state as the senior 
sovereign.

“The U.S. Supreme Court has unleashed a wave of  
extremist, draconian laws across our country. That 
wave stops here,” said Attorney General Kathy Jennings 
in a press release. “This ruling firmly rejects a clearly 
illegal and harmful attempt to nullify State law and to 
use dark money to return us to the Dark Ages.”

She said the ruling protected people from a cruel and 
hateful policy. “And it makes clear that Delaware re-
mains a safe haven for choice and reproductive freedom 
exactly when those sanctuaries are needed most,” she said.

The ordinance, enacted on Dec. 14 with an original 
effective date of Jan. 22, would have forced anyone who 
had a surgical abortion at an “abortion facility” or a 
miscarriage at a “health care facility” to have the fetal 
tissue interred or cremated at their own expense, despite 
the hardship on patients and clear preemption by state 
law. The law followed the opening of a Planned Parent-
hood office in Seaford.

click here to read more
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General Assembly passes largest
bond bill in history
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

The Delaware Senate on Wednesday voted to pass the 
largest bond bill in state history, weighing in at a whop-
ping $1.4 billion. The House of Representatives passed 
the spending package unanimously Tuesday afternoon.

The bill allocates $1.4 billion toward roadway enhance-
ments, school construction, courthouse expansion, state 
building renovations, library upgrades, state park  
improvements and clean water investments.

“For the second year in a row, we are making a record 
breaking investment in Delaware’s infrastructure,  
Delaware’s job market and Delaware’s future,” said Sen. 
Nicole Poore, D-Delaware City.

Poore is a co-chair of the Joint Committee on Capital 
Improvements, known colloquially as the Bond Com-
mittee. She said the projects funded by the bill will  
create jobs by putting people to work building new 
schools and libraries. The bill will also enhance water 
quality, preserve farmland, and support towns and 
non-profits, Poore said.

But not everybody was on board. Sen. Dave Wilson, 
R-Lincoln, said he wishes the bill would include more 
money for the Food Bank of Delaware.

“While this bill funds many important and worthy 
organizations, I am disappointed in the bond bill as 
written,” Wilson said. “Yesterday, the federal govern-
ment announced an additional $4.5 billion in aid to 
combat global hunger, but in our state, the Delaware 

Food Bank has been seriously overlooked, receiving just 
$6 million of a $20 million ask.”

Wilson said it’s more important now than ever to fully 
fund programs that put food on the tables of Delaware’s 
most vulnerable populations. He abstained from the 
vote.

Last year’s bond bill, previously the biggest in history, 
totaled $1.35 billion. What’s in the bond bill?

•  $331.4 million in state transportation allocations to 
complete road projects statewide, including addi-
tional funds to address the roads in poorest condition.

•  $285.2 million for school construction projects in 
the Appoquinimink, Brandywine, Caesar Rodney, 
Cape Henlopen, Capital, Christina, Colonial, Indian 
River, Milford and Smyrna school districts, as well 
as funding for all three technical school districts 
Polytech, New Castle County Vo-Tech and Sussex 
Tech school districts.

•  $90 million in community reinvestment and redevel-
opment to help community nonprofits and municipal 
organizations fund critical infrastructure upgrades

•  $80 million to the new Kent and Sussex Family 
Courthouses for the second year of funding.

•  $40 million for the preservation of farmland and 
open spaces.

• $38.5 million for the new Troop 6 in Wilmington.

click here to read more
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the money being put into the Rainy Day and Stabiliza-
tion funds. Delaware dipped into that Stabilization fund 
for the 2021 budget to cope with revenue losses from 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

But both the 2022 and fiscal 2023 budgets have  
benefited from $1 billion surpluses in the last two years, 
largely from federal COVID-19 funds and huge realty 
transfer taxes when property sold.

The 2023 operating budget itself includes pay increases 
for state employees, including 2% to 9% increases for  
all merit employees and increases for public school 
transportation drivers. All state employees will also be 
receiving a $500 one-time bonus.

The $378.6 million one-time supplemental appro-
priation includes funding for the implementation of 
paid family leave, among other things.

Delaware’s 2023 
budget signed, 
startED July 1

BY BETSY PRICE

On the wings of another staggering surplus, Gov. John 
Carney on Tuesday signed the $5.1 billion 2023 operat-
ing budget for Delaware. It took effect Friday, July 1.

The operating budget, Senate Bill 250, is the largest 
in Delaware’s history, reflecting a rise in spending of 
6.9% in spending over the previous year.

It also will increase Delaware’s Rainy Day Fund from 
$280 million to $316 million and the Budget Stabiliza-
tion Fund from $287 million to $402 million.

The heads of the Joint Finance Committee, which are 
responsible for writing state budgets after Carney  
submits his suggested one, said in both the Delaware 
Senate and House that the bills contained something 
for everyone.

Republicans in both houses said they could support 
the budget despite its increase in expenses because of 

HIGH SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE
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10:00am - 1:00pm 

VIKING FOR A DAY
You are invited to feel the energy

of VKNation as a Viking for a Day.

Viking Visits begin October 4th.

HIGH SCHOOL
PLACEMENT TEST

November 13, 2021 8:30am
November 14   12:00pm
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Bill to make state 
ed loans into 
scholarships 
heads to Senate

BY JAREK RUTZ

A bill that would transform certain loans to scholar-
ships to encourage students to pursue careers in educa-
tion and other needed career fields was released by the 
Senate Education Committee Wednesday. It was the 
committee’s last hearing in this legislative session, which 
began in January 2021 and spanned two years.

The bill has already passed the House and was eligible 
to be voted on by the full Senate Thursday in its last 
session of the year.

The change came partly because students in Delaware 
and nationwide have become more reluctant to take out 
student loans which linger well into their working lives.

HB 480, sponsored by Rep. Valerie Longhurst, Bear/
Delaware City, would replace scholarship loan programs 
with the career-based scholarship program, and estab-
lish an educator support and mental health services 
scholarship programs.

Both the educator support scholarship and mental 
health services scholarship will help Delaware schools 
with its teacher shortage, create mental health profes-
sionals to fill new slots in schools and add permanent, 
full-time substitutes in schools.

“The current Education Office programs are struc-
tured as loans rather than scholarships,” said Sen. Laura 
Sturgeon, D-Hockessin, “and the program structure 
does not incentivize students to stay, live and work in 
Delaware after graduation.”

In the past five years, the Delaware Higher Education 
Office has seen a dramatic reduction in the number of 
students willing to accept loans as a form of financial 
assistance, she said.

“In Delaware, the student loan debt ratio has increased 
to become one of the highest in the country, with a  
student averaging $36,243 in undergraduate debt,” she 
said. 

The B. Bradford Barnes Memorial Scholarship and 
the Herman M. Holloway Memorial Scholarship will 
remain full scholarships to University of Delaware and 
Delaware State University. 

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?legislationId=129679
https://delawarelive.com/ed-loans-transofrm-to-scholarships/
https://delawarelive.com/advertise-with-us/
https://molluraphoto.com


EDUCATION

29

DelTech to add Veterans 
Resource Center in Wilmington
BY JAREK RUTZ

Delaware Technical Community College announced 
Tuesday that it plans to build a Veterans Resource Center 
at its Wilmington campus to serve as a hub for students 
with military ties. The center will be funded with an 
$18,000 grant form Navient, a financial services com-
pany in Wilmington known for student loans.

“We are very grateful to all of our donors and, thank-
fully, we now have Veterans Resource Centers at all four 
of our campuses,” said Delaware Tech President Mark 
Brainard. “We appreciate the continued generosity of 
our donors and their support of our student veterans.”

Veterans are valuable members of the college’s com-
munity and are greatly appreciated for their service to 
the U.S., he said. The center will allow them to socialize 
as well as work there. The center adds to DelTech’s  

commitment to supporting military families and  
veterans. Other military services at the college include:

•  A director of military and veteran affairs who coor-
dinates college initiatives statewide

•  Academic counselors dedicated to providing assis-
tance through the application and enrollment process

•  Help with Veterans Affairs and tuition assistance 
benefits

•  Priority of services including course registration and 
placement in competitive programs

•  Veterans Inspiring Progress program that connects 
student veterans with resources to help them succeed 
and offers support and camaraderie

click here to read more
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TWO COMPANIES TO JOIN HIGHMARK IN 
OFFERING MARKETPLACE PLANS
BY BETSY PRICE

For the first time since 2017, Delawareans this year 
will have more than one company’s plans to choose 
from in the Delaware Health Insurance Marketplace.

AmeriHealth Caritas and Aetna CVS Health will  
offer plans along with Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Delaware, which has been going it alone.

That will mean an additional 35 plans offered through 
the marketplace, said Insurance Commissioner Trini-
dad Navarro. 

“It’s a great day because now there’s competition for 
the ACA marketplace and with competition consumers 
always, always benefit,” Navarro said. “Today’s announce-
ment is a testament to both the needs of Delawareans 
who have increasingly signed up for coverage, and to 
the strong regulatory environment we have built, which 
has helped insurers go from taking losses to being able 
to cover their expenses and consumers’ coverage needs.”

Inflation may play a role into keeping the rates from 
dropping as much as they normally would, he said. “It’s 
hard to put a number on where the rates will go this 
first year,” he said.
MARKETPLACE HISTORY

Aetna once sold plans in the Delaware marketplace, 
but dropped out of Delaware, and then every other state 
as federal support for the Affordable Care Act program 
was attacked by the Trump administration.

“A lot of the original architecture the ACA was being 
chipped away,” Navarro said, “things like risk corridor 
payments and cost sharing that was part of the agree-
ment that the federal government would help offset the 
losses.”

click here to read more
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linkedin.com/company/delaware-live-news

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10218774229643776&set=pb.1141274957.-2207520000..
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://twitter.com/live_delaware
https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.youtube.com/user/302SPORTS
https://www.linkedin.com/company/delaware-live-news/


As a locally-owned company, Delaware LIVE News takes pride in working 
alongside regional businesses to develop digital marketing campaigns, 
through our daily news platforms.

From large corporations like Christiana Care, Delaware Tech Community 
College, and Delaware Department of Health to small shops like Fur Baby 
Pet Resort, Dolce Coffee Shop, and Benvenuto Tuscan Restaurant, we 
customize each plan to optimize the needs of each of our marketing partners.

I would love the opportunity to meet with you for 10-15 minutes to see how 
we can help. You can click the link to set up a meeting with me in our virtual 
office: https://meetings.hubspot.com/shupe1

CEO, Bryan Shupe / 302-542-9231 / shupe@delawarelive.com
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Design your 2022 through Intent ional 
Business and Market ing Planning

Without these 
collaborators, this outlet 
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Bryan Shupe, CEO
Betsy Price, Editor
Sonja M. Frey, Publisher

John Mollura Photography

Delaware Live @DelawareLive

https://meetings.hubspot.com/shupe1
https://molluraphoto.com/
https://delawarelive.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/

