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SAME-DAY OPPOSITION
Sen. Bryant Richardson, R-Seaford, introduced an amendment to keep together 

ballots of people who register and vote same day so they can be examined in close 
races. Paradee characterized the amendment as unfriendly and said there is no need 
for that.

Sen. Colin Bonini, R-Dover, pointed out that the amendment did not stop anyone 
from voting and was a reasonable amendment.

Sen. Brian Pettijohn, R-Georgetown, gave senators a copy of a utility bill that had 
his name but not the senator’s address. It’s too easy to fake things like a utility bill, he 
said. Paradee said that he could find no evidence of fraud when researching what 
issues other states had dealt with.

Sen. Dave Lawson, R-Marydel, argued that the Senate had just talked about straw 
purchases of guns, which refers to a person buying a gun for someone else. “We were 
concerned about fraud about that,” he said. “Maybe we should be concerned about this.”

Richardson argued that mistakes can be made by honest citizens and he didn’t 
know why the same-day ballots couldn’t be kept together. Delaware Election Com-
mission Anthony Albence said only federal elections require a paper ballot. State 
elections do not. So same-day votes are cast electronically. To have a copy of a single 
ballot, all the state’s voting machines would have to be reprogrammed to spit same-
day ballots out to keep.

An hour of debate ensued. At one point, Bonini got frank. “Elections get stolen,” 
Bonini said. “I saw one stolen.”

He described a Kent County election in which the vote was so close, there were four 
recounts. Three of them came out with the Republican leading and the fourth had 
the Democrat leading. That was the vote that was certified. He did not name the can-
didates.

Same day voter 
registration bill heads to 
Carney

BY BETSY PRICE

The Delaware Senate on June 22 voted along party lines for a same-day voter regis-
tration bill. House Substitute 1 for House Bill 25, sponsored by Rep. Sherry Dorsey- 
Walker, D-Wilmington, will allow residents to register at the polls on election day and 
immediately vote. The bill already passed the House and now goes to Gov. John Car-
ney for his signature. When he signs it, it becomes effective immediately for all state 
elections.

The bill passed 14-7 after an hour-plus of Republican opposition questioning and 
attempts to amend.

Sen. Trey Paradee, D-Dover, introduced the bill saying that same-day registration 
is already done by 19 states, including some largely Republican ones. They include 
states with small populations such as Vermont and Montana, as well as California, 
which has a huge state population.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?legislationId=68679
https://delawarelive.com/same-day-voter-registration-bill-heads-to-carney/
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Wilmington Learning 
Collaborative: Executive 
director by fall

BY JAREK RUTZ

Wilmington Learning Collaborative organizers say 
they hope to have an executive director in place by early 
fall. That was one of the new details about their  
operating draft agreement that came out June 21 in a 
community meeting at Warner Elementary School in 
Wilmington. It was the second meeting since the  
collaborative published its draft agreement outlining 
the roles and responsibilities of those involved.

The agreement is a significant move after five years of 
planning and negotiations with the community  
members and local school districts.

The executive director ultimately will run the collab-
orative, answering to the governing council and over-
seeing the team they hire to implement the program.

Gov. John Carney said June 21 that the agreement is 
the “end of the beginning” and Christina, Brandywine 

and Red Clay School Districts combine oversight of 
their schools in the city. Most of their schools are in 
suburban areas and state officials believe city students 
need focused help.

The goal is to help Wilmington city students, who 
now score lower on most achievement tests, achieve 
much more through a combination of building-based 
decision making and community and family support.

Here’s what Wilmington Learning Collaborative  
officials said June 21:

COMMUNITY’S FEEDBACK
The collaborative has held more than 200 meetings in 

the past year, from family engagement fairs to explana-
tory presentations with community members. 

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/wilmington-learning-collaborative-releases-draft-agreement/
https://delawarelive.com/wilmington-learning-collaborative-new-details/
https://delawarelive.com/advertise-with-us/
https://molluraphoto.com
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a contingency fund. It pays for things such as a $500 
one-time supplement for state employees and pensioners, 
investment in post-retirement funds, $38 million for  
increases in the Delaware Firefighters Pension, $21  
million to fund the Delaware Family and Medical Leave 
Insurance Program, $2.6 million for the Redding  
Consortium for Educational Equity, $50 million to help 
pay the $300 tax rebate to Delawareans, and $1.5  
million for adult education and workforce retraining in 
Sussex County.

Both budget bills are now headed to the House for a 
vote. If they pass and Gov. John Carney signs them, they 
will take effect July 1 as the 2023-24 budgets.

Senate passes budget bills 
topping $5 billion

BY BETSY PRICE

The Delaware Senate on June 21 passed the 2023 bud-
get bills including the largest state operating budget in 
Delaware’s history at $5.1 billion, reflecting a rise in 
spending of 6.9% over the previous year.

It also will increase Delaware’s Rainy Day Fund from 
$280 million to $316 million and the Budget Stabiliza-
tion Fund from $287 million to $402 million. Both 
funds can be used in the future during economic down-
turns. For example, the state accessed the stabilization 
fund in 2020 when the COVID-19 pandemic hit and 
revenues fell short.

“Hopefully, we never need it,” Paradee said, “but it is 
there.”

The Senate also passed a $379 million supplemental 
spending plan consisting of one-time expenditures and 

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.delawarepublic.org/politics-government/2022-05-10/paid-family-and-medical-leave-bill-signed-goes-into-effect-july-1
https://townsquaredelaware.com/states-2022-budget-includes-1000-bonus-for-employees-500-for-pensioners/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?legislationId=119631
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?legislationId=119631
https://delawarelive.com/senate-passes-2023-budget-bills/
http://lynmarbuilders.com
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Longwood Gardens to light up June 
30 with Munro exhibit
BY BETSY PRICE

Longwood Gardens will light up June 30 with eight 
huge new installations by Bruce Munro, including 
18,000 stemmed bulbs in a Field of Light, 1,000 flamin-
gos wading in a pool and projections on a canvas of 
8,960 CDs.

It’s been a decade since Munro, a British citizen known 
for large light displays he describes as immersive, first 
lit up Longwood in summer 2012. That show included 
lighted pathways, shimmery bulbs by the lake, towers 
created from layers of bottles and huge chandeliers in 
the conservatory.

This year’s nighttime “Light: Installations by Bruce 
Munro” will run through Oct. 30 on Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday nights. Shows will start at dusk 
and require special tickets.

The installations, indoors and out, include:
•  Field of Light’s 18,000 illuminated stemmed orbs lit 

by fiber optics along the Large Lake landscape
•  SOS in the orchard, an array of lights with a pathway 

of 162 gabion baskets synchronized to the tuning of 
an old radio

•  Gone Fishing‘s three 15-foot diameter structures, 
each formed by 100 fishing rods reflecting on the 
surface of the Small Lake.

•  Time & Again’s 37 stainless steel lilies forming a 20-
foot convex dome shimmering with radial star bursts 
of light at the Whispering Bench

•  Ramandu’s Table, 1,000 white flamingos with con-
tinuing changing hues wading in the pear-shaped 
basin near the Chimes Tower.

•  Green Flash in the East Conservatory, a three-and-
a-half-meter geodesic sphere of 1,820 empty bottles

•  C-Scales in the conservatory’s Exhibition Hall, a 
shimmering lake of 8,960 CDs reflecting a Longwood 
inspired film sequence from overhead projectors

•  Time & Place in the conservatory’s Music Room, 
where artwork reinterprets moments in time, repre-
sented as abstractions.

“Art is a strong way of connecting people to them-
selves and the landscape,” Munro said in a press release. 
“I hope to inspire guests to become more aware of the 
space they are in and to revel in the wonder that is  
Longwood Gardens.”

His work has been shown at the Victoria & Albert Mu-
seum, London; Waddesdon Manor, Buckinghamshire; 
and the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York.
See some of his work HERE.

Longwood Gardens, located at 101 Longwood Road in 
Kennett Square, PA, is a former du Pont estate that rou-
tinely tops lists of Philadelphia-area cultural attractions.
Special tickets are required for “Light,” starting at 5 p.m. 
June 30-Aug.28 and at 4 p.m. Sept. 1-Oct. 30.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/in-2022-longwood-will-bring-back-artist-who-illuminated-the-grounds/
https://www.vam.ac.uk/
https://www.vam.ac.uk/
https://waddesdon.org.uk/
https://www.guggenheim.org/
https://www.brucemunro.co.uk/work/
https://delawarelive.com/longwood-gardens-to-light-up-june-30/
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Mt. Cuba redesigns 
entrance to enhance 
garden experience

BY BETSY PRICE

Mt. Cuba Center has used old spaces, 12,000 native plants and environment-friendly 
materials to give patrons a more charming way to enter its botanic gardens. Visitors 
now may park in a new well-landscaped two-level lot. It leads them to a building once 
used as staff housing where patrons may buy tickets on the way in and Mt. Cuba 
plants on the way out. Patrons previously had to make their way from a primitive 
parking lot to the Pamela and Lammot du Pont Copeland house for admission tickets.

Now, said George Coombs, director of horticulture, the Mt. Cuba garden experi-
ence begins immediately. Guests will cross the main drive for a 700-foot Woodland 
Glade walk to the terrace outside the Copeland House through an area that previously 
had not been available to visitors.

MT. CUBA PARKING
A formal entry became necessary in the last decade on what was once private prop-

erty with limited parking near the house. The late Pamela and Lammot du Pont 
Copeland bought the property in 1935 and transformed farmland into Mt. Cuba’s 
lush botanical gardens. Along the way, they hired famed landscape designer Marian 

Coffin and landscape architect Seth Kelsey, among others, to help. The property was 
incorporated as a foundation in 1989 and began to transition into a public garden in 
2002.

For a long time, the only way to get onto the property was to attend a class. In 2005, 
it opened to the public for one day with its first Wildflower Celebration. The enthu-
siastic crowds stunned planners and backed up area roads for miles as people waited 
for their turn to enter. Since then, the gardens have gradually opened more and more, 
hosting various events and recently selling memberships.

Because Mt. Cuba was not designed for the public, parking was minimal, with 42 
spots carved out of the woods and overflow parking on a grassy hill nearby.

“As our visitation has been growing, we just really didn’t have room to park the 
number of guests that we get, particularly when a bus shows up,” Coombs said.

A master plan adopted a few years ago made parking a priority. Planning for the 
next entrance began in December 2019. The bi-level lot holds 73 spaces with room for 
buses. Overflow will go into the old lot, which held 42.

The entrance path starts with the first of three unique garden areas—a clearing 
where the sun shines on ‘Haas Halo’ lacecap hydrangeas, heuchera, tiarella, sedges 
and ferns artfully planted around a tree that came down during the 2020 tornadoes 
that moved through the area.

“We decided to keep it and when it first fell, it was laying kind of high up and out 
of the ground,” Coombs said. “We wanted to make it look like it’s been there longer. 
So we actually lifted it up, dug out underneath and kind of sunk it down lower so it 
looked like it had been rotting and decaying over time.”

The materials for the parking lot and for the new walking paths allow water to seep 
right through into the ground or into underground cisterns. That helps curtail run-
off and erosion.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://mtcubacenter.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pamela_Cunningham_Copeland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lammot_du_Pont_Copeland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pamela_Cunningham_Copeland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lammot_du_Pont_Copeland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lammot_du_Pont_Copeland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marian_Cruger_Coffin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marian_Cruger_Coffin
https://mtcubacenter.org/wildflower-weekend/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/want-hydrangeas-that-bees-will-love-choose-a-lacecap-says-mt-cuba/
https://delawarelive.com/mt-cuba-redesigns-gardens-entrance/
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Kenny, Wright named Monday 
Club 2022 men of the year

BY JAREK RUTZ

Wilmington businessman Chris Kenny and long-
shoreman Venter Wright were each named “Man of the 
Year” by the Monday Club. The organization was created 
in 1876 to give Black men a place to gather, socialize and 
support one another and the community.

“I’m truly humbled and honored to receive this award 
from such a historic organization and distinguished 
group of gentlemen,” said Kenny.

Wright said the award means a lot to him, and he’s 
honored to be recognized as an influential club member. 

The men were given the award June 18 at Monday 
Club’s 126th annual ball at the Chase Center on the 
Riverfront in Wilmington.

Kenny is the chief executive officer of area ShopRite 
stores and owns Delaware LIVE News and A Better 
Delaware. 

Wright retired after working as an assembler at Gener-
al Motors for 30 years. He now is a longshoreman, work-
ing as a forklift operator for Local 1694 in Wilmington. 

click here to read more

WE’RE HERE  
because your child’s  

health matters.

PEDIATRICS
1-866-BAY-DOCS

BAYHEALTH PEDIATRICS, MILFORD

We’re parents too and we know your child’s 
health is a priority! Whether you have a 
newborn, toddler, or teen, we’re driven to 
give them the care they need. As moms we’re 
experts in TLC, as pediatricians, we’re experts 
in your child’s health and wellbeing. 

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/kenny-wright-named-monday-club-men-of-the-year/
https://www.bayhealth.org/locations/pediatrics
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Appoquinimink Library opens 
with focus on green energy
BY JAREK RUTZ

After decades of dealing with a teensy library stuffed 
inside a multi-use building, Middletown on Friday  
celebrated the opening of Appoquinimink Library, a 
new 28,000 square foot library and digital center. A 
small crowd gathered to watch officials cut the ribbon 
at 651 North Broad St.

County Executive Matt Meyer called it a tremendous 
day for residents in south New Castle County, specifi-
cally the Middletown, Odessa and Townsend commu-
nities. The building’s design bridges the 18th-century 
residential scale of Middletown’s historic downtown in 
the city’s west end and the larger commercial scale  
developments in the east. 

“From selecting the location to the design, it’s been a 
true team and neighborhood effort,” Meyer said, “and I 
couldn’t be prouder. I am excited for the community to 

start using these amenities as soon as possible.
WHAT’S INSIDE THE LIBRARY
The new Appoquinimink Library will offer more than 

checking out books or checking Uncle Google on  
library computers. It also includes:

•  A maker space containing state-of the-art laser  
cutters, 3D printers and computerized vinyl cutters 
alongside traditional tools for making and creating.

•  A recording studio where residents can capture 
sound and video content for editing in the library’s 
media lab.

•  A spark wall where children can explore the different 
content tucked into colorful drawers and cubbies of 
the installation. 

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.newcastlede.gov/Facilities/Facility/Details/Appoquinimink-Library-36
https://www.newcastlede.gov/125/Matt-Meyer---County-Executive
https://www.middletown.delaware.gov/
https://delawarelive.com/appoquinimink-library-opens/
https://www.del-one.org
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IT MAKES US  
ALL SAFE 

The COVID-19 vaccine is 
safe and proven to protect 

against serious illness.  
Need more reasons? Talk to 

your pediatrician today.

Need a reason to get your  
kid vaccinated? They’ve got plenty.

GO VAX  
DELAWARE!

de.gov/youthvaccine

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://aquacarephysicaltherapy.com/
http://de.gov/youthvaccine
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Michael DiBianca to get creative; the included dishes 
are rarely on the regular menu.

But there’s another reason why he likes them, despite 
the extra effort involved.

“It’s about being able to offer the best and freshest in-
gredients,” said DiBianca, who previously owned the 
acclaimed Moro in Trolley Square. “I spend most of my 
time early in the week sourcing produce. Then I make 
Venu drive and get it—wherever it might be.”

ON THE SAME PAGE
Venu is DiBianca’s partner, Venu Gaddamidi, who is 

only too happy to cruise to Camden-Wyoming to pick 
up fresh strawberries and asparagus from Fifer  
Orchards. He’s also on hand to accept deliveries from 
Coverdale Farm.

“One of the key features of our menu is our fresh  
Delaware produce and staying true to people’s dietary 
requirements,” explained Gaddamidi, who opened the 
adjoining Veritas Wine & Spirits in 2009. “From now 
until October, the only vegetables on the tasting menu 
are from local farms.”

Ciro’s tasting 
menu highlights 
hidden jewel’s 
offering

BY PAM GEORGE

In Delaware, status is bestowed to those with low-digit 
license plates, an address in the 19807 zip code and 
beachfront property. But in culinary circles, you can 
display your cultural or financial wealth by posting 
your tasting menu on Facebook.

At Snuff Mill Restaurant, Butchery & Wine Bar, the 
“Off the Chain” six-course menu runs $200 per person 
sans wine. The new Bardea Steak plans to offer a tast-
ing menu soon. Wine dinners, which typically feature 
four to five courses, are rising into three figures. How-
ever, a tasting menu need not be eyewateringly pricy.

For example, at Ciro Food & Drink on the Wilming-
ton Riverfront, you can choose from four courses ($50) 
to eight ($99). A tasting menu allows chefs like Ciro’s 

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/snuff-mill-restaurant-to-open-in-independence-mall-in-july/
https://delawarelive.com/snuff-mill-restaurant-to-open-in-independence-mall-in-july/
https://www.bardeasteak.com/
https://cirofoodanddrink.com/
https://delawarelive.com/ciros-tasting-menu-restaurant-highlight/
https://furbabypetresort.com/
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Judge frustrated 
as auditor 
corruption trial 
falls behind 
schedule

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Prosecutors in the criminal corruption trial of State 
Auditor Kathleen McGuiness say they plan to rest their 
case Monday, assuming everything goes according to 
plan. 

The trial entered its seventh day Friday and featured 
two former auditors and two former accountants. That 
testimony was about as exciting as it sounds. The real 
fireworks happened not on the witness stand, but  
between the judge and attorneys. 

McGuiness is defending herself against multiple felony 
and misdemeanor charges alleging conflict of interest, 
felony theft, non-compliance with procurement law,  

official misconduct and felony witness intimidation. 
She’s accused of arranging public payments to a  
campaign consultant to avoid regulator scrutiny, hiring 
her daughter whose salary was deposited into a jointly- 
owned bank account, and attempting to intimidate  
employees who might help investigators looking into 
her conduct.

Former accountant Shaquanna Cousin was halfway 
through her direct examination when Judge William 
Carpenter excused the jury and ordered a morning 
break. When he returned, defense attorney Steve Wood 
objected to what he apparently knew prosecutors were 
about to begin asking Cousin.

After Cousin resigned from the Office of the Auditor, 
she filed a complaint with the Equal Employment  
Opportunity Commission alleging a pay disparity be-
tween herself and other similarly situated employees. 
That eventually led to a lawsuit, which the state settled. 

Wood said prosecutors only wanted to ask Cousin about 
the terms of her resignation to paint McGuiness as a 
racist, something he called “profoundly prejudicial.”

click here to read more

HIGH SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, October 18, 2021
10:00am - 1:00pm 

VIKING FOR A DAY
You are invited to feel the energy

of VKNation as a Viking for a Day.

Viking Visits begin October 4th.

HIGH SCHOOL
PLACEMENT TEST

November 13, 2021 8:30am
November 14   12:00pm

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kathy_McGuiness
https://delawarelive.com/delaware-auditor-kathy-mcguinness-indicted-on-five-counts/
https://delawarelive.com/auditor-corruption-trial-falls-behind-schedule/
https://www.steschools.org/admissions
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click here to read more

Bill OKing medical marijuana 
patients owning guns heads 
to Senate floor

BY JAREK RUTZ

A bill that would allow medical marijuana patients to 
obtain a firearm will head to the Senate floor.

The bill, which passed the House on June 14, contin-
ued to draw strong public support before it was passed 
6-0 by the Senate Health and Social Services Commit-
tee June 22. Under House Bill 276, a patient registered 
in Delaware’s medical marijuana program would not be 
barred from possessing a firearm as they are now. 

Bill sponsor Rep. Jeff Spiegelman, R-Clayton, said 
there are many problems associated with disqualifying 
medical marijuana patients from obtaining guns. 

“If you legally own a firearm and you go and pick up 
your medication, as soon as you are in possession of 
your medication…it is deemed illegal possession of a 
firearm,” he said.

He also noted that using medical marijuana causes 
problems under the Safe Storage Act for gun owners.

“If I were to go on medical marijuana, my wife would 
have to change the codes on all of our safes, or she is 
guilty of providing access to me and my firearms, as a 
prohibited person.”

Spiegelman also cited the hypocrisy of the bill. A per-
son could be prescribed oxycontin or other narcotics 
and still obtain a firearm, but if they choose medical 
marijuana, they are disqualified from owning a gun.

PUBLIC SUPPORT
Tracy Dormer, a Sussex County resident, said she has 

a concealed carry license and was recently diagnosed 
with a significant back injury. She’s allergic to tradition-
al remedies like Oxycontin, Vicodin, and other similar 
drugs. Ibuprofen causes internal bleeding problems and 
acetaminophen is ineffective, she said.

Reduce. Reuse. Repeat.
Kenny Family ShopRites of Delaware

care about the environment. Instead of using 
650K single-use plastic bags a week, our 

customers have helped us reduce our plastic 
waste to just 100,500 reusable bags a week! 

We look forward to continue lowering 
tthat number with our customersʼ support. 

Thank you for your commitment 
to reducing plastic waste in our community, 

making our world a cleaner, more 
beautiful place.

 

Follow us on social media
kennyfamilystores

@kennyfamstores

Join Our Team

At Kenny Family 
ShopRites of Delaware,
we’re a team.
We work hard, 
and we play hard.

And our employees 
enjoy a variety of benefits enjoy a variety of benefits 
and flexible schedules.

Apply today at
Shoprite.com/careers 

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/medical-marijuana-patients-guns-heads-to-senate/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?legislationId=79048
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail/47156
http://kennyfamilystores.com/
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Bill to bypass Constitution, 
create vote-by-mail system 
passes committee
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

A bill to bypass the need to amend Delaware’s Consti-
tution and cement no-excuse absentee ballots in future 
elections was released from a House Committee June 
22 despite objections from Republicans. 

Senate Bill 320, sponsored by Sen. Kyle Evans Gay, 
D-Ardens, has already passed in the Senate. 

If passed, the bill creates an opt-in vote-by-mail  
system wherein voters will have to request a ballot  
before one is sent. Ballots and ballot applications will 
not be automatically mailed to voters under the bill.

In June 2021, Republicans in the General Assembly 
effectively stopped the passage of a different bill that 
would have made no-excuse absentee voting a perma-
nent fixture in Delaware’s elections. House Bill 75, 
sponsored by Rep. David Bentz, D-Christiana, would 
have allowed Delaware voters to request mail-in ballots 
without providing an explanation. 

But the bill, which sought to amend the Delaware 
Constitution, failed to receive the required two-thirds 

majority needed in the House of Representatives.  
Constitutional amendments are also required to be passed 
separately during two consecutive legislative sessions. 

Twelve Republicans voted in favor of the bill in 2019 
during the 150th General Assembly. But in 2021, not 
one Republican voted in favor of the proposal. 

The Constitution requires voters to provide justifica-
tion before receiving an absentee ballot. Excuses include 
being away from the state for work, college or public 
service, sickness or physical disability, military service 
or religious tenets in conflict with in-person voting.

Supporters of Senate Bill 320 say vote-by-mail is not 
the same as absentee voting, and the Constitution grants 
the General Assembly the authority to “prescribe the 
means, methods and instruments of voting so as best to 
secure secrecy and the independence of the voter,  
preserve the freedom and purity of elections and  
prevent fraud, corruption and intimidation…”

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://legis.delaware.gov//BillDetail/129685
https://delawarelive.com/absentee-ballot-bill-saved-so-it-can-be-voted-on-again-in-2022/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=48291
https://townsquaredelaware.com/mail-in-ballots-paid-leave-police-reform-top-2022-legislative-agenda/#:~:text=of%20early%20January.%E2%80%9D-,Mail%2Din%20voting,date%20for%20no%2Dexcuse%20absentee%20voting%20by%20at%20least%20three%20years.,-Recreational%20cannabis%20legalization
https://delcode.delaware.gov/constitution/constitution-06.html#TopOfPage
https://delcode.delaware.gov/constitution/constitution-06.html#TopOfPage
https://delawarelive.com/bill-to-alter-state-constitution-rules-on-elections-heads-to-house-floor-2/
https://delawarelive.com/absentee-ballot-bill-saved-so-it-can-be-voted-on-again-in-2022/
https://delawarelive.com/create-vote-by-mail-system-passes-committee/
http://citizensforjudicialfairness.org/
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Bill to lower realty transfer tax 
sails through House committee

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

A bill to decrease Delaware’s realty transfer tax from 
4% to 3% was released from the House Administration 
Committee June 22.

Introduced by Rep. Bill Bush, D-Dover, House Bill 
358 would make law of something Rep. Mike Ramone, 
R-Pike Creek South, has been preaching for years:  
reducing the cost of Delaware’s real estate transfer tax 
after it was increased during financially difficult years.

The realty transfer tax is levied on the purchase price 
of the home and is usually split between the buyer and 
seller, unless otherwise negotiated.

Delaware currently has the highest realty transfer tax 
in the nation.

In 2017, Delaware’s realty transfer tax was effectively 
raised from 3% to the present level of 4%. The move was 
made as part of a revenue-generating package to bridge 
a major budget gap.

The move to cut the tax comes after two years of rag-
ing sales in the housing market, leading to tax windfalls 
for state and local governments. The market is also  
facing rising interest rates designed to slow inflation. 
That has some real estate experts expecting a slow down 
in sales, partly because of the lack of new housing.

The revenue from the 4% realty transfer tax is split 
between state and local governments. The state currently 
gets 62.5% of the proceeds, with the local presiding  
government collecting the remaining 37.5%.

The new bipartisan bill would reverse the state’s 2017 
tax hike, restoring the effective combined realty transfer 
tax to 3%. Under the measure, only the state’s share of 
the revenue would be impacted. The revenue flowing to 
local governments from home sales would be un-
changed.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=89283
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=89283
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Committee OKs 
bill to allow 
more lawsuits 
against gun 
makers, sellers

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

A bill to allow Delawareans to sue firearm industry 
members for negligence that leads to gun violence was 
released from the House Administration Committee 
June 22. 

Senate Bill 302, sponsored by Sen. Bryan Townsend, 
D-Glasgow, provides a cause of action for “firearm 
manufacturers and retail dealers to be held accountable 
when they knowingly or recklessly take actions that en-
danger the health and safety” of Delawareans through 
the sale, manufacture, distribution and marketing of 
firearms.

Rep. David Bentz, D-Christiana, said he expects there 
will be “very few instances where this is going to be a 
situation that emerges, but I certainly think it can  
happen.” House Minority Leader Rep. Danny Short, 
R-Seaford, said he worries the bill will expose gun  
industry members to “unintended consequences.” 

Among those consequences, Short said firearm  
industry members will be punished for actions that take 
place after weapons are legally sold. Bentz said the bill 
will only affect companies and individuals who act with 
negligence, such as coordinating with potential straw 
purchasers. 

The bill is named for Keshall “KeKe” Anderson, a 
Wilmington teenager who in 2016 was killed by a stray 
bullet, shot from a gun that was bought by a straw pur-
chaser and then given to a person who was prohibited 
from owning firearms.

“The gun was not for the person purchasing—it was 
for someone else who was a person prohibited,” said Rev. 
Dr. R.J. Chandler on behalf of Moms Demand Action. 

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=129672
https://www.delawareonline.com/story/news/2019/01/23/teen-pleads-guilty-shooting-death-wilmington-teen-keshall-keke-anderson/2650146002/
https://delawarelive.com/more-lawsuits-against-gun-makers-sellers/
https://mountaire.com/
https://www.ursuline.org/admission/
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Bill to block 5-mile radius charter 
preference rule draws heat
BY JAREK RUTZ

A bill that would bar charter schools from giving pref-
erence in student admissions to those living within a 
5-mile radius of the school faced a lot of scrutiny in the 
Senate Executive Committee June 22. House Bill 238 
was passed by the House on May 5, although it faced 
concerns in the House hearings as well. 

Rep. Nnamdi Chukwuocha, D-Wilmington, said 
then that the 5-mile radius preference has racist impli-
cations and will continue discrimination. 

The House vote was a close one, with 22 favorable, 16 
against and one legislator not voting. As of 2 p.m. June 
23, the vote on House Bill 238 had not been published 
on the General Assembly’s website.

“I think that there is, if not unanimous, near unani-
mous concerns among the committee members with 
regard to this legislation, the way it’s structured and 
kind of impact it will have,” said Sen. Brian Townsend, 
D-Newark, on June 22. He said it is sad that neighbors 
don’t know each other, since “18 different school buses 
come into a neighborhood and take the kids to 18 dif-
ferent schools,” but that this bill is not the solution.

Delaware charters have become more diverse over  
recent years, he said, specifically citing Newark Charter. 

“I think that there have been changes over the years 
that have led to greater diversity at Newark Charter,” 
Townsend said. “I think that the ongoing tensions be-
tween it and the Christina School District are sad to see, 

and I think that in many ways they are more one-sided, 
coming from Christina.” 

Earlier this year, Christina’s school board grappled 
with the idea of placing a moratorium on all new and 
existing charter schools in New Castle County. After 
months of debate, it never happened.

Townsend said he was bussed into the city to attend 
Stubbs Elementary when he was a child. 

“I don’t think the answer is to perpetuate a system 
where kids go to school so far from their homes,” he 
said. “I think it is a shame that we do not have more 
modern, amazing palaces of schools in the city of  
Wilmington for the little kings and queens in those 
neighborhoods.”

Committee chair David Sokola, D-Newark, presented 
the bill that was sponsored by Rep. John Kowalko, 
D-Newark. Even so, Sokola himself said he is very  
opposed to the bill. 

“The fact of the matter is if it’s repealed there is no 
feeder pattern for the Newark Charter School,” said 
Sokola, “and I don’t know if that would be an educa-
tionally sound thing to do.”

Franklin Newton, head of Newark Charter, said he 
opposes the bill because it isn’t what Delaware code in-
tended.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=78881
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https://legis.delaware.gov/AssemblyMember/151/Chukwuocha
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=78881
https://newarkcharterschool.org/
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More legislation in the works 
to address teacher shortage

BY JAREK RUTZ

A bill that would help address the state’s lingering 
concern over a teacher shortage was unanimously re-
leased by the Senate Education Committee June 22. 

House Bill 430, now headed to the Senate floor, would 
encourage schools to begin a Grow Your Own Educator 
Program, which supporters believe will improve  
recruitment, retention and diversity of teachers in the 
First State’s public schools.

“The bill will codify a framework to support districts 
and charters to start and support their grow-your-own 
initiatives to train, stay connected with, and eventually 
hire their own graduates,” said Sen. Laura Sturgeon, 
D-Hockessin. She said the programs will help Delaware 
public schools develop educators from current public 

school students. There will be bonuses in that the stu-
dents will stay in Delaware and will already know the 
communities they work in.

HOW IT WOULD WORK
According to Sturgeon, HB 430 builds on last year’s 

HB 178, which provided year-long teacher residencies. 
The two bills allow for lengthy residencies for pro-

spective teachers, allowing them to gain experience in 
the classroom while also helping to grow the educator 
pipeline in Delaware.

Sturgeon spoke in support of HB 430, with hopes of it 
addressing the state’s teacher shortage.

click here to read more
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State Ed. officials 
plug Wilmington 
Learning 
Collaborative 
agreement

BY JAREK RUTZ

The Wilmington Learning Collaborative held its 
second community meeting since it released its draft 
agreement on on June 21. The event was at Warner  
Elementary School in Wilmington. It was billed as an 
opportunity for people to learn more about the agree-
ment that will guide the efforts of the state and the 
Brandywine, Christina and Red Clay school districts to 
beef up learning at the Wilmington schools in those 
districts.

Along with a copy of the 16-page draft agreement, 
Gov. John Carney, Education Secretary Mark Holodick, 
and Chief Equity Officer James Simmons published a 
joint letter with Brandywine, Christina and Red Clay’s 
school boards. The introduction outlines what the three 

officials hope to achieve with the partnership when it 
begins in September 2023.

“Our goal has been to develop a framework to facili-
tate school-level decision-making, community empow-
erment and governance, and a hyper-focus on the needs 
of city students, educators, and families,” the letter said. 
Their letter to the three school boards outlined the 13 
key points of the collaborative:

Building-based flexibility and autonomy
The state and school boards will allow city schools to 

have the power to make building-level decisions.  
Furthermore, city schools should be flexible enough to 
change policies in order to accommodate the needs of 
their students, families and staff.

Shared decision-making
Educator Leader Teams will be established in collabo-

rative schools to empower educators to have an active 
voice in the administration’s key decision-making. The 
goal is to incorporate more teachers into conversations 
because they are the ones on the front lines most aware 
of a student’s day-to-day needs.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://governor.delaware.gov/wlc/
https://delawarelive.com/wilmington-learning-collaborative-releases-draft-agreement/
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http://www.fseactionfund.org
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COVID-19 vaccines for kids 6 months 
to 5 years ready in DeLAWARE
BY BETSY PRICE

Delaware’s pre-ordered COVID-19 vaccines for ages 
six months through five years old were expected to start 
arriving June 20. They will go to medical providers who 
pre-ordered them, but not all did.

Parents of those children should be able to have them 
vaccinated starting June 21, the Division of Public 
Health announced, after the drugs were approved for 
emergency use by the U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion Friday and the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention Saturday.

Not everyone is a fan. “Everything in medicine is a 
risk vs. reward calculation,” said Dr. Christopher  
Casscells at the Caesar Rodney Institute Center for 
Health Policy. “Since there is a 0.00% chance of infant 
death from COVID, there is no possibility of a relative 
benefit and a definite known risk. I would vehemently 
not let my grandchildren be vaccinated for COVID.”

TWO VACCINES AVAILABLE
Both Moderna and Pfizer-BioNTech vaccines were 

authorized for use for children. Moderna’s is a two-dose 
series, and is one-quarter the adult dosage, for children 
ages six months through five years old. Estimated effec-
tiveness varies based on age, Public Health said.

The Pfizer vaccine is a three-dose primary series that 
is one-tenth the adult dosage and is authorized for  
children six months through four years old, as their 

vaccine for five-year-olds is already approved. It has an 
estimated effectiveness of 80% after the third dose. Side 
effects were generally mild, and no serious side effects 
were identified.

For Moderna, the most commonly reported side effects 
across all ages included pain, redness and swelling at 
the injection site, fever and underarm swelling/tender-
ness at the injection site.

For Pfizer side effects included irritability, decreased 
appetite, fever, headache, chills and pain, tenderness, 
redness and swelling at the injection site.

Public Health has published a chart explaining the 
differences between the two vaccines.

WHERE TO FIND A VACCINE
The division recommends parents contact their pedi-

atric health care provider for specifics on scheduling and 
timing. Parents can find a provider list on the website, 
too.

Vaccines will be available from pediatricians/primary 
care providers, Public Health clinics and Federally 
Qualified Health Centers. Some pharmacies, but not 
all, will vaccinate the younger children.

Vaccine supply and access are expected to increase as 
the week goes on.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/COVID-19_vaccine
https://www.dhss.delaware.gov/dhss/dph/index.html
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/Pfizer-BioNTech.html
https://coronavirus.delaware.gov/vaccine/vaccine-information-for-children/
https://coronavirus.delaware.gov/vaccine/vaccine-information-for-children/
https://delawarelive.com/covid-19-vaccines-for-kids-6-months-5-years/
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BY GLENN FRAZER

Mid-Penn won this year’s Carpenter Cup softball 
tournament held at FDR Park in Philadelphia this week, 
but the state of Delaware was well represented. 

Delaware South went 3-0 to win its bracket in pool 
play June 21 while Delaware North (2-1) finished sec-
ond in the same bracket. That qualified both teams for 
June 22’s championship round. The tournament fea-
tured 16 teams from Delaware, New Jersey and Penn-
sylvania. Delaware South has won the tournament a  
record five times.

The two teams from the First State fell in the quarter-
finals in close games. The defending champs from lower 
Delaware (South) lost to Lehigh Valley 5-3, and the 

Delaware represented well in 
Carpenter Cup softball

North lost a 3-0 game to SOL (Suburban One League). 
Everyone contributed to the success of their respective 
teams at the plate, defensively and in the circle.

The South team was made up of 13 underclassmen 
from seven different teams in Sussex County while the 
North roster included 12 from seven schools in New 
Castle County.

The South coach was Jay Davis, formerly an assistant 
at Goldey Beacom, assisted by Keith Stonebraker (Del-
marva Christian). The team was led by Cape’s Ava  
Calciano, Kylee Hill (Laurel) and Kinsley Hall of Indian 
River, each with five hits. Laniya and Shaniya Lewis 
(Sussex Tech), Lilly Fetterman (Delmarva Christian), 

Lily Hoban (IR), Katie McHale (IR), Lilli Showacre 
(Delmarva Christian) and Emily Smith (Delmar) each 
made significant contributions. Hill and Showacre  
handled the bulk of the pitching. Hill also homered and 
collected seven RBI in the four games.

The North was coached by Nina Marcano (Middle-
town) assisted by Tori Brooks (Newark Charter).  
Savannah Laird (Appo) led the team with six hits while 
Ryan Vitola (Archmere) and Reese Founds (Middle-
town) both added five hits for the four games. Lily  
Capellas (Appo), Sky Eleazar (Appo) and Abby Baldwin 
(Conrad) all collected multiple RBI. Others performing 
well for the North were Lindsay Henn, Marisa Edevane 
and Annika Downs from DMA, Summer Montgomery 
(Middletown) and Jaida Church (Charter of Wilming-
ton). Carly Maxton (St. Mark’s), Founds and Laird com-
bined to allow just four earned runs for the tournament. 
Maxton recorded 29 strikeouts in 11 innings of work.

A few of the unique rules for the Carpenter Cup were 
a pitcher could only throw four innings per game and 
unlike the boys baseball tournament, only underclass-
men were allowed on the rosters. 

Fans, family and friends of these young ladies that 
represented Delaware should be very proud of their  
performance, and the manner in which they handled 
victory as well as defeat. I know I am!

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/delaware-represented-well-in-carpenter-cup-softball/
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BY GLENN FRAZER

Behind Salesianum’s Connor Campbell, the Blue 
snapped the Gold’s four-game win streak with a 26-13 
win Saturday night at Delaware Stadium. The win gives the 
Blue a 33-30-3 lead in the series that dates back to 1956.

Campbell, passed for two touchdowns and more than 
200 yards and was voted the game’s Outstanding Player. 
The Gold’s Lucas Ruppert of Cape Henlopen earned the 
game’s Outstanding Lineman Award.

Campbell was playing in his final high school football 
game before heading to the University of Scranton to 
play baseball. Several times he looked like an infielder 
handling low snaps on “short-hops”, allowing his team 
to escape potential turnovers. 

Blue wins 
DFRC All 
Star 
Football 
Game

The Blue squad scored on its first possession of the 
game on a six-yard run by Ky’Shwn Drumgo (Caravel) 
and Brandywine’s Jackson Bliey booted the extra point 
to make it 7-0. The Gold scored the next 13 points on a 
nine-yard pass from Ryan Von Brandt (Appo) to  
Middletown’s Zy’Aire Tart, with Seaford’s Dalton  
Hignutt connecting on the “point-after.” Donovan 
Mack of St. Georges blocked a punt by Bliey of Brandy-
wine that Wyatt Wright (Woodbridge) recovered in the 
end zone to put the Gold up 13-7.

The Blue would tie the game with 28 seconds left in 
the half on a nine-yard run by Devon Green (DMA). 
Blue would add two more scores in the second half and 

hold the Gold scoreless to get the win. Campbell’s touch-
down passes of 55 yards to DMA’s C.J. Coombes and 19 
yards to Howard’s De’mere Hollingsworth on a fourth-
and-goal completed the scoring in the second half.

Proceeds benefited the Delaware Foundation Reach-
ing Citizens with Intellectual Disabilities, which has 
raised more than $6 million since the game’s inception 
66 years ago. Blue players are recent graduates from 
high schools north of the C&D Canal, except for Red 
Lion Christian, which joined teams below the canal on 
the Gold.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/blue-wins-dfrc-all-star-football/
https://debreastcancer.org/
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BY PATRICK GARYANTES

Chad Kuhl spent the first five years of his Major 
League Baseball career in Pittsburgh where he was a 
serviceable starter for most of his tenure, before spend-
ing time in the bullpen last year. When his contract was 
up at the end of the 2021 season, he jumped on an  
opportunity to sign with the Colorado Rockies, one 
year, $3 million, an opportunity to be a full-time starter 
again.

Middletown 
grad Chad 
Kuhl enjoying 
strong start 
in Colorado

While it’s only mid-June, and there is a lot of season to 
go, Kuhl has had a bit of a resurgence year in Colorado 
through 12 starts. Much to the enjoyment of my fantasy 
baseball team, the former Blue Hen totes a 4-4 record 
with a career low 3.69 earned run average in 63.1  
innings pitched. He’s been the most efficient with his 
command in 2022 since his rookie year, averaging 16.75 
pitches per inning. This is partly due to Kuhl pitching 

more to contact this season. Both his walk rate and 
strikeout rate are down this season and that adjustment 
seems to be working for the 29-year-old. 

Perhaps his two most impressive starts this season 
came against two of the hottest teams in baseball right 
now. On April 18, Kuhl dominated the Phillies, scatter-
ing only two hits over six innings to earn his first win of 
the season. Then earlier this month, Kuhl shut down 
the red-hot Atlanta Braves to the tune of five hits, zero 
runs, over six innings. However, the Rockies offense 
had no answer for Max Fried and the Braves would win 
3-1 in the 10th inning, to continue their win streak that 
would eventually extend to 14 games.

Kuhl has struggled to tally innings and starts through 
his career, whether that be to injury or other instances. 
He has only pitched over 100 innings once in his career, 
157.1 in 2017. Tommy John took the second half of his 
2018 and his total 2019 season away, but 2022 is shaping 
up to be a potential bounce back from that. 

The Middletown graduate’s next start is scheduled to 
be the Miami Marlins on June 22, and if this start reflects 
his other strong performances against NL East oppo-
nents expect a gem from Kuhl.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/chad-kuhl-enjoying-a-great-start-in-colorado/
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I would love the opportunity to meet with you for 10-15 minutes to see how 
we can help. You can click the link to set up a meeting with me in our virtual 
office: https://meetings.hubspot.com/shupe1

CEO, Bryan Shupe / 302-542-9231 / shupe@delawarelive.com
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Without these 
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Sonja M. Frey, Publisher
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