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Senate OKs mail-in voting 
despite claims it violates 
Constitution

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

The Delaware Senate on Thursday passed a controversial bill to cement mail-in 
voting as an option for voters in all future elections. Senate Bill 320, sponsored by Sen. 
Kyle Evans Gay, D-Ardens, passed 13 to 8 just before midnight with a last-minute 
amendment from Sen. Colin Bonini, R-Dover.

“While vote by mail is particularly helpful for those who may find it difficult to 
make it to the polls, it makes voting more accessible for all Delaware voters,” Gay said. 

Bonini, who opposed the bill because he feels it’s “blatantly unconstitutional,” filed 
27 amendments with the express intent of slowing it down. By objecting to the intro-
duction of each bill before the Senate and threatening to ask for debate and roll call 
on each of the 27 amendments, Bonini engaged in an effective filibuster that prom-
ised to keep the Senate in session until the wee hours of the morning Friday.

“However, a deal was struck just after 11:00 p.m.,” he wrote in a press release early 
Friday morning. “My Senate Amendment 27 requires an elector to provide a form of 
identification, be it the last four digits of his or her driver’s license or last four digits 
of his or her social security number, to prove the identification of the person submit-
ting a mail-in ballot.”

Only one Democrat, Sen. Darius Brown, D-Wilmington, voted against the bill.
The bill now heads to the House of Representatives for consideration. If passed, it 

will become law immediately upon Gov. John Carney’s signing, meaning it would be 
in effect for the 2022 primaries and general election.

In June 2021, Republicans in the General Assembly effectively stopped the passage 
of a different bill that would have made no-excuse absentee voting a permanent  
fixture in Delaware’s elections. House Bill 75, sponsored by Rep. David Bentz, 
D-Christiana, would have allowed Delaware voters to request mail-in ballots with-
out providing an explanation. But the bill, which sought to amend the Delaware 
Constitution, failed to receive the required two-thirds majority needed in the House 
of Representatives. 

Constitutional amendments are also required to be passed separately during two 
consecutive legislative sessions. Twelve Republicans voted in favor of the bill in 2019 
during the 150th General Assembly. But in 2021, not one Republican voted in favor 
of the proposal. The Constitution requires voters to provide justification before  
receiving an absentee ballot. Excuses include being away from the state for work,  
college or public service, sickness or physical disability, military service or religious 
tenets in conflict with in-person voting.

Supporters of Senate Bill 320 say vote-by-mail is not the same as absentee voting, 
and the Constitution grants the General Assembly the authority to “prescribe the 
means, methods and instruments of voting so as best to secure secrecy and the inde-
pendence of the voter, preserve the freedom and purity of elections and prevent fraud, 
corruption and intimidation…”

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://legis.delaware.gov//BillDetail/129685
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=48291
https://townsquaredelaware.com/mail-in-ballots-paid-leave-police-reform-top-2022-legislative-agenda/#:~:text=of%20early%20January.%E2%80%9D-,Mail%2Din%20voting,date%20for%20no%2Dexcuse%20absentee%20voting%20by%20at%20least%20three%20years.,-Recreational%20cannabis%20legalization
https://townsquaredelaware.com/mail-in-ballots-paid-leave-police-reform-top-2022-legislative-agenda/#:~:text=of%20early%20January.%E2%80%9D-,Mail%2Din%20voting,date%20for%20no%2Dexcuse%20absentee%20voting%20by%20at%20least%20three%20years.,-Recreational%20cannabis%20legalization
https://delcode.delaware.gov/constitution/constitution-06.html#TopOfPage
https://delcode.delaware.gov/constitution/constitution-06.html#TopOfPage
https://delawarelive.com/bill-to-alter-state-constitution-rules-on-elections-heads-to-house-floor-2/
https://delawarelive.com/absentee-ballot-bill-saved-so-it-can-be-voted-on-again-in-2022/
https://delawarelive.com/senate-oks-mail-in-voting/
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Rosa Trotter retires after 48 years 
of teaching kindergarten
BY JAREK RUTZ

After spending four decades working in a room full of 
frogs and children, Dr. Rosa Trotter is hopping into the 
next phase of her life.

On June 9, she taught her last kindergarten class at 
Carrie Downie Elementary School in New Castle, after 
teaching for 48 years, with 39 of them in that room.

The nearly 3,000 students she taught will have many 
memories of her, including seeing her each day in a 
classroom decorated wall to wall with frogs, posters and 
more dominated by the color green.. 

The greatest challenge of her career came in the 11th 
hour, Trotter said. 

“Deciding to retire and bring closure to something 
I’ve loved doing my whole life is one of the hardest  
decisions I’ve ever made,” she said. “I know that now it’s 
time to move on, but in my heart, I never want to give 
up education or close that book.”

Her students would end up spanning several genera-
tions, with Trotter often teaching many people from the 
same extended family. They not only will remember all 
those frogs, but a cheery, encouraging woman who sang 
to and with the children, and often played music while 
students worked.

Welcoming students
“She incorporated a lot of music into her teaching 

which really brought life and spirit to the room,” said 
one of her former students, Ashley Pennington, who’s 

now a senior at a college in London. On the first day of 
class, Pennington recalled, Trotter asked her students 
to make a circle around her, and began to sing, “Miss… 
Ma… ry… Mack, Mack, Mack…” while moving her 
arms along with the music. 

“Her eyes and smile welcomed us to join in, and soon, 
the room was filled with the discordant murmur of 20 
kindergarteners accompanying Mrs. Trotter’s gentle 
voice. The song sped up, and our singing grew louder 
and became interspersed with giggles,” Pennington  
recalled. “Above the happy clamor was the jingling 
sound of the multitude of bracelets that lined Mrs.  
Trotter’s long, smooth arms.” 

Pennington still remembers the flashes of bright green 
nail-polish that blended in with the classroom decor. 

“We, too, had somehow blended into the room, and I 
felt perfectly at home.”

Inspired by parents
Trotter, whose calm, soothing voice and demeanor 

come through even during a telephone call, said she 
only thought once about leaving the classroom. It was 
more than 30 years ago, when she became interested in 
moving up into school administration.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
http://www.colonialschooldistrict.org/carriedownie/
https://delawarelive.com/rosa-trotter-retires-after-teaching-48-years/
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Robinson called Bateman as part of his investigation 
into McGuiness’ office, though he didn’t share that  
information with Bateman.

“We’re looking at employees that were either hired or 
fired that were casual/seasonal for the beginning parts 
of the pandemic,” Robinson told Bateman during the 
phone call. “I just was wondering if you had a few min-
utes to talk. We’re just trying to make sure everything 
was done with the casual seasonals the way it was  
supposed to be done.”

He asked Bateman how she learned of the job in the 
auditor’s office and she told him “I know the auditor.” 

Robinson asked about the duties she performed in the 
office and she said she was responsible for creating  
promotional materials and performing general office 
duties under the supervision of the office’s chief of staff, 
Alaina Sewell.

Bateman said the phone call left her feeling intimidated 
and wondering if she was in trouble.

McGuiness trial 
day 3 features 
daughter’s friend, 
accounting 
director

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Prosecutors continued calling witnesses during the 
third day of the trial against State Auditor Kathleen 
McGuiness. 

First to take the stand was Virginia Bateman, a friend 
of McGuiness’ daughter, both of whom were employed 
by the Office of the Auditor as casual seasonal employ-
ees in 2020.

Much of Bateman’s testimony surrounded a recorded 
tape of a June 2021 phone conversation between herself 
and Franklin Robinson, chief investigator for the  
Department of Justice’s Division of Civil Rights and 
Public Trust.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kathy_McGuiness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kathy_McGuiness
https://delawarelive.com/day-3-testify-in-mcguiness-trial/
https://furbabypetresort.com/
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Seasoned restaurateur Scott Stein and chef Antimo 
DiMeo separated their two businesses with a cosmo-
politan courtyard divided into conversation sections 
with coffee table fire pits, plantings and fairy lights. In 
the future, guests dining outside can enjoy selections 
from each restaurant; the point-of-sale system will send 
the information to the respective kitchens.

But let’s talk about the inside of Bardea Steak. The 
owners have made do while awaiting furniture ship-
ments, but the attention to detail still shines. Votive 
candles softly pulse under translucent domes, the 
gleaming cutlery is arranged on a rest, and napkins are 
folded into triangular packages. 

What it’s 
like to eat 
at Bardea 
Steak

BY PAM GEORGE

We fully intended to get a steak. After all, that’s what 
carnivores normally do when visiting a steakhouse. But 
once we entered Bardea Steak’s sleek space, we suc-
cumbed to the allure of the unexpected. And there’s 
much that’s surprising about the new Market Street 
restaurant in the heart of downtown Wilmington.

The steakhouse quietly opened this week with nary a 
phone number on the website. (Tip: use Open Table.) 
We snagged a 6:45 p.m. reservation on a Tuesday and a 
parking spot near the newcomer’s sister restaurant, 
Bardea Food & Drink. We strolled by alfresco diners 
tucking into the Italian cuisine, and made our way to 
Bardea Steak.

click here to read more

HIGH SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, October 18, 2021
10:00am - 1:00pm 

VIKING FOR A DAY
You are invited to feel the energy

of VKNation as a Viking for a Day.

Viking Visits begin October 4th.

HIGH SCHOOL
PLACEMENT TEST

November 13, 2021 8:30am
November 14   12:00pm

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.bardeasteak.com/
https://www.opentable.com/r/bardea-steak-wilmington?corrid=67d50dd1-9dc2-4dc0-b66e-92bbc9cb7f62&avt=eyJ2IjoyLCJtIjowLCJwIjowLCJzIjowLCJuIjowfQ&p=2&sd=2022-06-15T19%3A00%3A00
https://www.bardeawilmington.com/
https://delawarelive.com/what-its-like-to-eat-at-bardea-steak/
https://www.steschools.org/admissions
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Roman Catholics to carry Eucharist 
through Wilmington Sunday
BY BETSY PRICE

Roman Catholics will hold a Eucharistic procession 
through Wilmington Sunday, June 19, to mark a solemn 
church feast and the start of a national revival meant to 
uphold communion as a pathway to peace in a hurting 
world. The event will start with a 2 p.m. mass at Wilm-
ington’s Church of St. Peter. The procession is expected 
to begin at 3 p.m.

The Rev. William E. Koenig, bishop of the Diocese of 
Wilmington, priests and parishioners will leave the  
cathedral on the corner of Sixth and West Streets.  
Koenig will carry the Eucharist—a consecrated com-
munion wafer—in an ornate vessel called a monstrance.

The group will walk in prayer to Saint Patrick’s Church 
at 1414 North King Street. After a short prayer service, 
the group then will process to St. Joseph’s Church at 
1012 N. French St. for another service before returning 
to the Cathedral.

“The Eucharist is the source and summit of our Chris-
tian life,” Koenig said in a press release. “It is fitting that 
we gather in unity in the city of Wilmington, to begin 
our Revival by celebrating, worshiping and witnessing 
to the central role that Jesus in the Eucharist has in our 
Catholic faith.”

Sunday is also Father’s Day and Juneteenth, a day that 
celebrates slaves in Texas finding out two years after the 
Emancipation Proclamation that they were free.

The Mass and procession will celebrate the church’s 
Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ—
also known as the Feast of Corpus Christi—and marks 
the beginning of a three-year National Eucharistic Re-
vival, being sponsored by the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops.

After the establishment of the Feast of Corpus Christi 
in the 13th century, the tradition of Eucharistic Proces-
sions gained popularity throughout Europe. In the late 
Middle Ages, the tradition developed into pageants of 
devotion and honor to Christ present in the Eucharist.

The National Eucharistic Revival is a three-year  
initiative of the bishops conference designed to inspire, 
form, heal, convert and unite people through a renewed 
encounter with Jesus in the Eucharist.

For more on the revival and procession, go to www.
cdow.org/EucharisticRevival. The 2 p.m. mass will be 
live-streamed at www.YouTube.com/DioceseofWilm 
and rebroadcast at 9 p.m. on www.CatholicFaithNet-
work.org.

Roman Catholics are the largest Christian denomina-
tion in the area, with 56 parishes, 18 missions and 27 
schools serving the state of Delaware and the nine  
counties of Maryland’s Eastern Shore.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/roman-catholics-to-carry-eucharist-in-wilmington/
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Library and Artesian Soccer Fields. The day’s activ-
ities are led by Mike Smith and Mark Blake of the 
Greater Hockessin Area Development Association. 
The parade and relays are returning for the first time 
since the pandemic, Smith noted. They have also 
added a 5K for Fireworks run, on June 30 at the 
Hockessin Athletic Club, to “get people excited” 
about the holiday activities. The run will also raise 
money for the fireworks. “We’re looking for spon-
sors and donations to help us reach the goal of 
$15,500 needed to make it all happen!” the organizers 
write on their Facebook page. They’re also pushing 
publicity toward Pike Creek and Newark, whose res-
idents often attend the fireworks, to join in the 
neighborhood relays, he said. “It’s a fun way of cele-
brating America in Hockessin,” Smith said.

•  Laurel’s 28th annual 4th of July Celebration begins 
at 3 p.m. July 4, at Market Street Square Park. Events 
includes a petting zoo; two live bands; a car show, 
4-8 p.m. at Janosik Park, a parade starting at 7 p.m.; 
and fireworks at dusk.

•  Lewes’ Go Fourth fireworks will start at dusk on 
July 4. The Lewes Chamber of Commerce said chil-
dren’s activities start at 9 a.m., and there will also be 
a boat parade.

•  Newark’s Liberty Day and Fourth of July Fireworks 
runs 6-10 p.m. July 4 at the University of Delaware 
athletic complex on South College Avenue.

•  Rehoboth Beach’s fireworks are set to begin around 
9:30 p.m. July 3. The display will launch from the 
beach near Brooklyn Avenue.

Your guide to Delaware 
fireworks, and so Fourth

BY KEN MAMMARELLA

Most Delaware places known for Fourth of July fire-
works and other Independence Day activities have an-
nounced their plans. Organizers consistently ask for 
people to arrive early and leave late, and the Delaware 
Department of Transportation warns that many events 
close roads, too. Dusk is about 9:05 p.m. on the Fourth, 
but fireworks could start as late as 9:30.

Here’s a lineup:
Fireworks on (or near) the Fourth
•  Bethany Beach’s holiday celebration starts with a 

parade at noon July 4 featuring floats decorated with 
a “Timeless Bethany” theme. The parade will also 
feature bands, autos, bicyclists and pedestrians.  
Parade awards will be announced at the bandstand 
at 7:15 p.m., followed by concert at 7:30 and the fire-

works at dusk.
“Yes, we provide fireworks in Dewey (on Rehoboth 

Bay in front of northbeach) on the 4th of July,” busi-
nessman Alex Pires said. “Always on 4th of July.”

•  Dover’s Fourth of July Celebration on July 4 usually 
features a parade, music on Legislative Mall and 
fireworks. The parade starts at 6 p.m. at Hazel Road 
and follows State Street, with the reviewing stand on 
The Green.

•  The Hockessin Fourth of July Festival and Fireworks 
includes neighborhood relays in the morning, a 
parade in the afternoon and the fireworks at dusk 
on July 4. The fireworks can be seen all over Hock-
essin, the website says, with the main viewing from 
Swift Park, Piedmont Baseball Fields, Hockessin  click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://runsignup.com/Race/DE/Hockessin/5KforFireworks
https://www.facebook.com/Hockessin4th/
https://www.townoflaurel.net/community_events.htm
https://gofourthlewes.org/
https://newarkde.gov/calendar.aspx?view=list&year=2022&month=7&day=4
https://www.townofbethanybeach.com/273/Fourth-of-July
https://www.dover4thofjuly.com/index.html
https://delawarelive.com/your-guide-to-delaware-fireworks-and-so-fourth/
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Wilmington library called one 
of America’s most beautiful
BY KEN MAMMARELLA

The downtown Wilmington Library is No. 3 on a new 
list titled “The 11 Most Beautiful Libraries in the United 
States.”

“Visitors will encounter a massive, symmetrical white-
gray façade designed in the Neoclassic style by well- 
respected architects Alfred Githens and Edward Tilton,” 
Fodor’s Travel writes of the Wilmington Public Library. 
“There are intricate fixtures to admire, including terra- 
cotta frieze with Egyptian motifs and narrow grilled 
windows.”

The library is on the National Register of Historic 
Places. The building was dedicated in 1922 on the south-
ern side of Rodney Square, a public space that had been 
created on the site of an old reservoir. It joined the head-
quarters of the DuPont Co. and a building housing  

offices for city and county government. A federal  
building would complete the quartet.

Like many institutions in Delaware, the Wilmington 
Public Library owes some of its beauty to the du Pont 
family. Pierre S. du Pont (of Longwood Gardens fame) 
“spearheaded a campaign to provide a larger building 
and improved services,” the library history says. He 
also donated the land, chaired the committees that  
supervised the architectural design and the capital  
campaign. Other family members served as library 
managers for decades.

A document posted on Wilmington’s website and  
explaining the historic significance of the Rodney 
Square area goes into much more detail.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://wilmington.lib.de.us/
https://www.fodors.com/news/photos/the-best-libraries-in-america
https://wilmington.lib.de.us/about-us/history-of-the-library/
https://delawarelive.com/wilmington-library-called-one-of-americas-most-beautiful/
https://bit.ly/34swWML
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Delaware Juneteenth celebrations 
kick off Sunday

BY JAREK RUTZ

The First State is holding a number of festivals and 
events among its Juneteenth celebrations. They start ed 
Sunday, June 12, with a Juneteenth Gala at The Chase 
Center and run through Wednesday, June 29, where 
Christina Cultural Arts Center will hold a talent show.

Juneteenth, short for June 19, is a holiday that cele-
brates the day in 1865 on which Union Maj. Gen. Gordon 
Granger and his officers arrived in Galveston, Texas, to 
free any remaining slaves. It was two months after the 
Civil War had ended, and more than two years after the 
Emancipation Proclamation was signed by President 
Abraham Lincoln. 

•  Choir School of Delaware will be performing a  
concert June 19 at 11 a.m. at Wilmington Friends 
Meeting House. This is part of their “STAND UP: 
HARRIET TUBMAN” tour that is June 17-21. All 
their concerts during this tour are free with no reg-
istration required. The other concerts, which are in 
PA, can be found HERE.

•  Cooch’s Bridge Historic Site, 961 Old Baltimore Pike, 
will host an outdoor celebration at 2 p.m. Sunday, 
June 19. The event will feature keynote speakers and 
music performances. Registration is required and 
can be done HERE. Parking is limited, and the event 
will also be livestreamed.

•  Tabernacle Full Gospel Baptist, in Wilmington, will 
host a Juneteenth Day of Observance Sunday, June 
19 at 4 p.m. 

•  The Historic Odessa Foundation will open its  
Underground Railroad exhibit and tour, “Freedom 
Seekers: The Odessa Story,” Sunday, June 19. The 
Corbit-Sharp house, home to a noted Quaker aboli-
tionist, was one of the stops and the location of a 
near-miss.

The date became a national holiday in 2021, when 
President Joe Biden signed the Juneteenth National  
Independence Day Act, making the day America’s 12th 
federal holiday. 

Here’s what’s in store for next weekend:
•  The Delaware Juneteenth Association hosted its fifth 

annual Juneteenth Gala Sunday, June 12 at the Chase 
Center on the Riverfront. The gala benefitted the  
association’s scholarship fund. It was “be a night of 
elegance, celebration and freedom.”

•  The Delaware Art Museum hosted a Beyond June-
teenth Egungun Festival Saturday, June 18. The event 
started with a Juneteenth flag raising ceremony, live 
music performances, food trucks, arts and craft ven-
dors. “Egungun” is a South West Nigerian masquer-
ade that represents a connection between the living 
and dead worlds. Admission was free.

•  The Delaware Museum of Nature & Science hosted 
its second annual Juneteenth Entrepreneurial Expo 
Saturday, June 18. Organized by Women with a  
Vision, the event had shopping, food trucks, a live 
DJ, prizes and giveaways, and a live performance by 
Best Kept Soul. Tickets were $20.

•  The Delaware Art Museum hosted a “Joke-Istory” 
event Saturday, June 18, where people could watch a 
stand-up comedy show. Performers such as Charles 
Walden. Keith Purnell, Dante Carter and Mike Bon-
ner took the stage. Attendees had to be 21+.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/emancipation-proclamation
https://choirschoolofdelaware.org/events/
https://www.tfaforms.com/4988750
https://www.facebook.com/2women1vision/
https://www.facebook.com/2women1vision/
https://www.facebook.com/bestkeptsoul/
https://delawarelive.com/delaware-juneteenth-celebrations-kick-off-sunday/
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Fujifilm exec: TWO plants 
may not be enough
BY BETSY PRICE

While Fujifilm celebrated the opening of the first of 
its two new ink manufacturing plants in Delaware 
Thursday, its president said Friday it may need more.

“There might not be enough capacity,” Ian Wilkinson 
said. “So we need to think about what we do next.”

Its 20-acre New Castle site will be home to Fujifilm 
Imaging Colorants Inc.’s first dispersion ink manufac-
turing facility in the U.S. The $19 million investment will 
create more than 21 new professional, managerial, engi-
neering and skilled labor jobs, on top of its current 90.

The jobs are rooted in the science of producing water- 
based digital inks, which allow printers much more 
flexibility in using the products. They are aimed at large 
commercial jobs.

Analog printing, Wilkerson said, usually requires a 
big order to make setting it up worthwhile. But digital 

inks allow companies to specialize by item. That means 
a printer can put a person’s name on a single pair of new 
sneakers or alter food packaging to include symbols  
related to a specific geographic area to attract buyers in 
a store, he said.

While the commercial process of printing may be the 
same as those used in a home printer, the sizes of the 
machinery and quantities of ink needed are huge.

Wilkerson held up a desktop printer cartridge he’d 
just changed.

“You’ve got kind of five milliliters of ink inside that, 
maybe, and it costs you $40, $50 or something like that,” 
he said. “Here in this facility, our capacity for water- 
based inks is the equivalent of eight Olympic-size   
swimming pools.”

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.fujifilmink.com/
https://www.fujifilm.com/us/en/about/region/affiliates/imaging-colorants
https://www.fujifilm.com/us/en/about/region/affiliates/imaging-colorants
https://delawarelive.com/fujifilm-opens-first-of-two-new-ink-jet-facilities/
https://delawarelive.com/fujifilm-exec-2-plants-may-not-be-enough/
http://citizensforjudicialfairness.org/
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Reduce. Reuse. Repeat.
Kenny Family ShopRites of Delaware

care about the environment. Instead of using 
650K single-use plastic bags a week, our 

customers have helped us reduce our plastic 
waste to just 100,500 reusable bags a week! 

We look forward to continue lowering 
tthat number with our customersʼ support. 

Thank you for your commitment 
to reducing plastic waste in our community, 

making our world a cleaner, more 
beautiful place.

 

Follow us on social media
kennyfamilystores

@kennyfamstores

Join Our Team

At Kenny Family 
ShopRites of Delaware,
we’re a team.
We work hard, 
and we play hard.

And our employees 
enjoy a variety of benefits enjoy a variety of benefits 
and flexible schedules.

Apply today at
Shoprite.com/careers 

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://aquacarephysicaltherapy.com/
http://kennyfamilystores.com/
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Customer Jane Goldberg would agree. “It was won-
derful,” says Goldberg, who, with her husband Steve, is 
also a frequent customer at Bardea Food & Drink.

Previously On Bardea
If you like to dine in Delaware, you’ve undoubtedly 

heard of Bardea Food & Drink. But just in case, here’s a 
recap.

The Market Street restaurant opened in 2018 in the 
building that once housed Kennedy Fried Chicken. At 
the time, Stein promised that the restaurant would “re-
master the classics.”

Bardea Steak’s ‘meat kingdom’ 
wows guests during soft opening
BY PAM GEORGE

In any good story, the main characters face an obsta-
cle or two. In this tale, restaurateur Scott Stein and chef 
Antimo DiMeo, founders of Bardea Food & Drink in 
Wilmington, encountered more than their share while 
opening another restaurant.

Take, for instance, an unexpected pandemic, rising 
food costs and supply chain issues. These adversaries 
seemingly conspired to keep the partners from opening 
Bardea Steak, which DiMeo calls a “meat kingdom.”

But our culinary heroes have come out on top. After a 
soft opening this past weekend, Bardea Steak is now on 
Open Table. The wait is over. “It was an awesome, amaz-
ing first weekend,” Stein said. “We crushed it.”

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.bardeawilmington.com/
https://delawarelive.com/bardea-steak-wows-guests-soft-opening/
https://mountaire.com/
https://www.ursuline.org/admission/
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Bill to outlaw 
cat declawing 
advances 
to Senate

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

It could soon be illegal to declaw cats in Delaware  
under a bill passed by the House of Representatives 
Thursday. House Bill 333, sponsored by Rep. Andria 
Bennett, D-Dover, would impose a fine of up to $1,000 
for those who have the procedure performed for non- 
therapeutic purposes. The bill also specifies that a  
veterinarian who is found to have declawed a cat will be 
considered as acting “cruel to animals,” and will be  
subject to professional disciplinary action.

Declawing is an operation to remove an animal’s 
claws surgically by amputating all or part of the end 
bones of the animal’s toes. Because of the anatomy of 
cats’ paws, amputation of the bone is necessary to fully 
remove the claw.

“The amputation surgery is typically performed for 
the convenience of the owner rather than the medical 
needs of the animal,” Bennett said. 

Declawing would remain lawful if it is performed in 
the interest of the cat’s health or wellbeing.

A separate bill also passed Thursday prohibits land-
lords from forcing tenants to have their cats declawed as 
a condition of their tenancy. Landlords would still be 
permitted to refuse to accept tenants with cats altogether.

Several lawmakers had difficulty recognizing the  
seriousness of the legislation. Many of them “meowed” 
into their microphones while voting or cracked ill- 
humored cat jokes which garnered mostly groans and 
very, very few laughs. 

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=79203
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Onychectomy
https://delawarelive.com/landlords-could-not-require-cats-to-be-declawed-under-new-bill/
https://delawarelive.com/bill-to-outlaw-declawing-advances-to-senate/
http://lynmarbuilders.com


GOVERNMENT

21

click here to read more

High-capacity magazine ban 
heads to Carney

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

A bill aimed at restricting the capacity of firearm 
magazines passed in the House of Representatives 
Thursday by a vote of 23 to 18. The bill now heads to 
Gov. John Carney, who is expected to sign it into law.

Senate Substitute 1 for Senate Bill 6, sponsored by 
Rep. Larry Mitchell, D-Elsmere, bans the possession, 
sale, purchase, receipt or transfer of magazines that hold 
more than 17 rounds of ammunition. That’s higher than 
the 10-round maximum in Maryland, New Jersey and 
New York.

A previous rendition of the bill already passed in both 
chambers but lost steam after two amendments were 
attached in the House. The original bill never returned 
to the Senate for final approval.

The substitute bill took on new life after a series of 
mass shootings sparked another nationwide debate on 
“common-sense” gun reform measures.

The bill appropriates $45,000 for a compensation  
program to allow residents to hand over their large- 
capacity magazines to participating law enforcement 
agencies in exchange for $10 compensation per maga-
zine. Residents would have until June 30, 2023 to relin-
quish their magazines. 

Thanks to an amendment attached to the bill Thurs-
day, the penalty for a first-time violation of the law 
would be a $100 fine. It was previously a Class E felony. 
A second violation involving simple possession would 
be a class B misdemeanor under the amended bill. Sub-
sequent violations would be a Class E felony.

If signed by the governor, it will be a Class B felony to 
possess a large-capacity magazine during the commis-
sion of a felony. 

OB-GYN &  
FAMILY MEDICINE 

1-866-BAY-DOCS

I’M KANDIS SAMUELS-
LEUTZINGER, MD, MPH 

Caring for families has always been my 
passion. In addition to treating patients of  
all ages, my expertise in OB-GYN, prenatal 
care and deliveries means I can provide all 
the care needed for mothers and the youngest 
ones in your family. I’m here to bring better 
health for you and your loved ones.

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

I’M HERE  
to care for  
your growing 
family.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/high-capacity-magazine-ban-heads-to-carney/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=109623
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High-capacity_magazine_ban
https://www.bayhealth.org/find-a-doctor/kandis-k-samuelsleutzinger


GOVERNMENT

22

Bill to create Delaware inspector 
general moves forward

BY KEN MAMMARELLA

A bill to establish an “independent and nonpartisan” 
inspector general’s office moved forward Wednesday in 
a Delaware House committee. The House Administra-
tion Committee also moved along a bill to encourage 
filming in the state by offering tax credits. The committee 
started discussion to create a constitutional right of a 
clean environment, but, citing time, continued discussion 
to Thursday’s committee meeting, which started at noon.

Another bill, on Wilmington’s ability to acquire va-
cant or abandoned property through eminent domain, 
was postponed entirely to Thursday.

Inspector general
Rep. John Kowalko, a Democrat from Newark who 

sponsored HB405, said 36 states have an inspector gen-
eral’s office, and these offices save taxpayer money  
involving “waste, fraud, abuse, mismanagement, cor-

ruption or other conduct that is harmful to the public 
interest.”

Members of the committee went back and forth on 
how the bill would affect oversight already handled by 
the state auditor and attorney general.

Rep. Michael F. Smith, a Republican from Newark 
who had been offering a similar bill, said that the new 
office would be at the top of the “funnel” in handling 
issues. It might help out in conflicts among agencies, he 
said, alluding to accusations around Auditor Kathy  
McGuiness. The state auditor and attorney general will 
be helped by this, Smith added, promising to clarify in 
the bill how the office is organized. After the commit-
tee and the public finished their comments, Kowalko 
promised to address these interdisciplinary issues.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?legislationId=109401
https://delawarelive.com/bill-to-create-delaware-inspector-general-moves-forward/
http://www.fseactionfund.org
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“We have not been on the news with our own version 
of Buffalo or Uvalde but that doesn’t mean we’re im-
mune to the growing trend of mass shootings by young 
people,” said House Speaker Pete Schwartzkopf, D- 
Rehoboth Beach, the bill’s sponsor.

“There’s also conclusive scientific research shows that 
human brains are still developing in young adults ages 
18 to 21 which impacts with decision making, self  
control, aggressive impulses and risk taking behavior.” 
Mass shooters have typically been men between the 
ages of 18 and 21, Schwartzkopf pointed out.

The age to purchase any alcohol and tobacco products 
in Delaware is 21, though numerous Republicans noted 
Delawareans do not have a constitutionally guaranteed 
right to drink or smoke.

House votes to ban most guns 
for citizens under 21
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Delawareans under the age of 21 would be prohibited 
from purchasing, owning, possessing or controlling a 
firearm or ammunition under a bill passed by the House 
of Representatives Tuesday.

The move comes just days after the House voted to 
ban most semi-automatic firearms.

Exceptions include if the person is an active member 
of the armed forces or a qualified law-enforcement  
officer who possesses or uses a firearm as part of their 
job. Concealed Deadly Weapon Permit holders would 
also be exempt from the law.

House Bill 451 does not apply to shotguns and shot-
gun ammunition, muzzle-loading rifles and deadly 
weapons other than firearms.

Delawareans under the age of 21 would be allowed to 
possess or control a firearm for hunting, instruction, 
sporting or recreational activity while under the direct 
supervision of a person 21 years of age or older. 

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=109608
https://townsquaredelaware.com/delaware-house-votes-to-ban-semi-automatic-firearms/
https://delawarelive.com/house-votes-to-ban-most-guns-for-under-21/
https://delawarelive.com/advertise-with-us/
https://molluraphoto.com
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State auditor sued by former 
employee, political opponent
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

State Auditor Kathleen McGuiness is being sued by a 
former employee and political opponent who alleges 
she was wrongfully terminated. The lawsuit was filed 
on the same day McGuiness was set to face trial on a slew 
of corruption charges in Wilmington. Her trial was  
ultimately relocated to Kent County where it began 
June 14. 

Kathleen Davies, a career auditor who lost a primary 
battle to McGuiness in 2018, claims in a Superior Court 
filing that she was “isolated, bullied, intimidated, disci-
plined, and ultimately retaliated against” after she  
reported misconduct in the office. 

Davies was also fired from the Office of the Auditor 
by McGuiness’ predecessor, Tom Wagner. According to 
The News Journal, her employment was reinstated in 

2019 after a state board ruled she was improperly termi-
nated.

The lawsuit, which names the Office of the Auditor as 
the defendant, details allegations of misconduct and  
retaliation by McGuiness and her then-chief of staff, 
Sen. Spiros Mantzavinos, D-Elsmere, as well as a deputy 
state auditor. Davies is being represented by Anthony 
Delcollo, a former Republican state senator who lost  
reelection in 2020 to—you guessed it—Sen. Spiros Man-
tzavinos. Attempts to reach Delcollo for comment were 
unsuccessful.

The lawsuit alleges that shortly after McGuiness’ elec-
tion, Davies “noticed irregularities in the execution and 
administration” of the office’s functions. 

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/mcguiness-pleads-not-guilty-bail-set-at-50000/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/state-drops-case-against-mcguiness-plans-to-reindict-in-kent-county/
https://ballotpedia.org/Kathleen_Davies
https://www.delawareonline.com/story/news/2019/03/05/kathleen-davies-back-state-auditors-office-but-not-cleared-all-accusations/3060035002/
https://delawarelive.com/state-auditor-sued-by-former-employee/
https://www.del-one.org
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Two Appoquinimink teachers 
inch closer to Grammy

BY JAREK RUTZ

Two Delaware music teachers have a shot at doing 
something that Queen, Jimi Hendrix and Tupac Shakur 
never did in their illustrious careers: win a Grammy 
award. Appoquinimink School District’s Ryan Moseley 
and John Gordon have been named as quarterfinalists 
for the 2023 Music Educator Award, which is given by 
the Recording Academy and Grammy Museum. 

The pool of nominees started with 1,500 people from 
across the country, all recommended by coworkers,  
administrators, parents, students or Recording Academy 
members. Now, 207 nominees remain in play for the 
award, after rounds of interviews that contain written 
and video questions asking the music teachers about 
their teaching philosophy, styles and methods. 

The award was created in 2014 to highlight that “for 
every performer who makes it to the Grammy stage, 
there was a teacher who played a critical role in getting 
them there.”

Among the reasons the institution says teachers are 
important is that music students in high-quality pro-
grams score higher on standardized tests, schools with 
music programs have significantly higher attendance 
and research indicates that music instruction is linked 
to significantly improved reading skills.

The quarterfinalists have until June 30 to submit their 
next round of questions and assignments to the academy, 
and the semifinalists will be announced in September. 

click here to read more

 Ryan Moseley
A lifelong Delawarean with three degrees and a certi-

fication, all from University of Delaware, Moseley joined 
Appoquinimink High in 2008 to jumpstart their band 
program. 

Growing up in a musical family, Moseley has been a 
lifelong musician, taking piano lessons from his grand-
mother—a choir and piano teacher at George Read 
Middle School—while in kindergarten. 

Moseley learned saxophone in third grade, drums 
and French horn in 10th grade, and says he can play 
pretty much anything that’s thrown at him, although 
he says he’s most proficient on piano, saxophone and 
using his voice. 

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.recordingacademy.com/
https://grammymuseum.org/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/two-appoquinimink-teachers-inch-closer-to-grammy/
http://www.colonialschooldistrict.org/georgeread/
http://www.colonialschooldistrict.org/georgeread/
https://debreastcancer.org/
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Appoquinimink: No plans to 
drop letter grades

BY JAREK RUTZ

A flyer for an Appoquinimink School District pro-
fessional development workshop left some people think-
ing that the district was ditching a grade-scale system 
for next year. They are not.

“The workshop, originally titled, ‘Ungrading & Port-
folio Lens Crash Course’ was an attempt at a catchy title 
that we now regret,” said Lilian Miles, Appoquinimink’s 
public information officer, in an email to Delaware 
LIVE News. The term “ungrading” made people think 
that the district is doing away with grades from the  
system, said Miles.

The workshop, which has no attendance requirement, 
is intended to shift educators’ mindsets and practices to 
better ways to support student learning with construc-
tive and actionable feedback that promotes growth. The 
flyer led with the following program description:

“Would you like to unpack the impact of grades on 
students? Would you like to learn more about how to 
use a portfolio to grade students? Would you like to  
better understand the application of portfolios as an  
ssessment of student learning?”

The workshop will follow one in May, during which 
staff assured the district’s school board and community 
that Appoquinimink would continue to do grading.

In the May event, faculty discussed incorporating a 
portfolio-based system in unison with their present 
grading system. Rather than grading students based 
solely on summative and formative assessment, a port-
folio would show of work from a student over months 
and years to demonstrate their growth over time.

click here to read more

IT MAKES US  
ALL SAFE 

The COVID-19 vaccine is 
safe and proven to protect 

against serious illness.  
Need more reasons? Talk to 

your pediatrician today.

Need a reason to get your  
kid vaccinated? They’ve got plenty.

GO VAX  
DELAWARE!

de.gov/youthvaccine

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://apposchooldistrict.com/
https://delawarelive.com/?s=appoquinimink
https://freshgrade.com/blog/portfolio-assessments-and-the-future-of-grades/
https://delawarelive.com/appoquinimink-no-plans-to-drop-letter-grades/
http://de.gov/youthvaccine
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GOP lawmakers: Invest in school 
safety, not gun control
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

When a wave of mass shootings prompted Democrats 
in Delaware’s state legislature to introduce a package of 
sweeping gun restrictions. Republicans responded with 
a proposal of their own: invest more in school safety.

House Bill 388, sponsored by Rep. Kevin Hensley, 
R-Odessa, would allow school districts, vocational-tech-
nical schools and charter schools to use money from the 
Delaware School Safety and Security Fund to pay for 
constables to be permanently employed within Dela-
ware schools. The School Safety and Security Fund was 
adopted by the General Assembly in 2018. The bill  
appropriated funds for school security improvements, 
including:

• Camera and monitoring equipment;
•  Vestibule improvements to include framing, glass, 

hardware and doors;

•  Panic button hardware or software to include elec-
tronic software applications and technology, cell 
phone technology and applications;

• Door locks, window locks or similar items;
• Magnet security systems;
• Swipe card systems;
• Visitor pass cameras and security systems;
• Door jamb opening sensors;
• Active shooter training;
• Motion detectors;
• Security lighting;
• Bus camera security systems;
• Bus GPS location systems;
• Restraint training. 

click here to read more

WE’RE HERE  
because your child’s  

health matters.

PEDIATRICS
1-866-BAY-DOCS

BAYHEALTH PEDIATRICS, MILFORD

We’re parents too and we know your child’s 
health is a priority! Whether you have a 
newborn, toddler, or teen, we’re driven to 
give them the care they need. As moms we’re 
experts in TLC, as pediatricians, we’re experts 
in your child’s health and wellbeing. 

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.
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https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=109377
https://codes.findlaw.com/de/title-14-education/de-code-sect-14-4140.html
https://delawarelive.com/gop-lawmakers-invest-in-school-safety/
https://www.bayhealth.org/locations/pediatrics
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BY NICK HALLIDAY

The 66th annual DFRC Blue-Gold All-Star Football 
Game was played Friday night at Delaware Stadium on 
the campus of the University of Delaware. The game 
supports the enrichment of children and young adults 
with intellectual disabilities. Delaware’s finest high school 
students are selected to participate as football players, 
cheerleaders, band members and school ambassadors.

Both football teams comprise 36 high school senior 
players chosen as students of outstanding character who 
are also exceptional football players.

The first game was played August 25, 1956. DFRC’s 
founders, Bob Carpenter and Jim Williams, two local 

66th annual DFRC Blue-Gold All-
Star Football Game

sports enthusiasts who were the parents of children with 
intellectual disabilities, inspired the game. They wanted 
to host a fundraising event that spread awareness about 
intellectual disabilities while raising funds for programs 
that serve these children.

Blue team members are recent graduates of high 
schools north of the Chesapeake & Delaware Canal,  
except Red Lion Christian, which joins the schools to 
the south on the Gold roster.

The Gold has won four straight and eight of the last 10 
all-star games. The Blue has never trailed in the all-time 
series leading 32-30 with three ties. The Blue will be an 

underdog again this year, as the Gold includes players 
from six of last year’s eight Class 3A state quarterfinal-
ists, including state champ Middletown and runner-up 
Smyrna. 

The Gold team coaches are Shaun Strickland of  
Milford, assisted by Juwon Sivels (Milford), Eston Ennis 
(Sussex Tech), and Brian Timpson and Francis Clark 
(Appoquinimink). The Blue team is coached by John 
Bellace of Archmere, assisted by Ariene Gardner and 
Omar Richardson (Archmere), Isaiah Mays (Brandy-
wine) and Rahsaan Matthews (Howard). 

Since its inception, DFRC has awarded over $6  
million in grant monies to programs that encourage 
citizens with intellectual disabilities to maximize their 
potential, independence and enjoyment of life. Grants 
are awarded once a year, with the deadline for applica-
tions being Oct. 1. To obtain a grant application, or more 
information, please call DFRC at 302-454-2730 or email 
info@dfrc.org with “Grant Application Request” in the 
subject line.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.dfrc.org/events/blue-gold-football-game.html
https://www.dfrc.org/events/blue-gold-football-game.html
https://delawarelive.com/66th-annual-dfrc-blue-gold-all-star-football-game/


31

PO
LI

C
E 

&
 F

IR
E

Photo by pexels pixabay

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/


POLICE & FIRE

32

Laurel father, 
son convicted 
for Jan. 
6 Capitol 
actions

BY STAFF WRITER

A Delaware father and son were found guilty Friday 
of felony and misdemeanor charges for their actions 
during the Jan. 6 Capitol attack.

Kevin Seefried, 53, and his son, Hunter Seefried, 24, 
both of Laurel, were found guilty of the felony offense of 
obstruction of an official proceeding on Jan. 6, 2021.

They also were found guilty of four misdemeanor of-
fenses, including entering and remaining in a restricted 
building or grounds; disorderly and disruptive conduct 
in a Capitol Building; disorderly conduct in a Capitol 
Building, and parading, demonstrating, or picketing in 
a Capitol Building.

The verdict followed a trial in the District of Colum-
bia before U.S. District Court Judge Trevor N. McFadden. 
Judge McFadden acquitted Hunter Seefried of three 
other related charges.

A federal press release said their actions disrupted a 
joint session of the U.S. Congress convened to ascertain 
and count the electoral votes related to the presidential 
election. According to the evidence, father and son at-
tended a rally near the Ellipse on Jan. 6, 2021, and then 
headed to the U.S. Capitol. They illegally entered the 
Capitol grounds and joined a crowd of rioters heading 
up the steps of the building, the press release said.

People near Hunter and Kevin Seefried broke win-
dows with a police shield and a wooden two-by-four, 
and Hunter Seefried removed a large piece of glass to 
clear the way.

The Seefrieds were among the first people to enter the 
Capitol at about 2:13 p.m., the press release said. Kevin 
was photographed inside the building holding a  
Confederate flag.

While in the building, they were part of a larger group 
of individuals who chased U.S. Capitol Police Officer 
Eugene Goodman and verbally confronted several U.S. 
Capitol Police officers near the entrance to the Senate 
Chambers.

The father and son were arrested on Jan. 14, 2021, in 
Delaware. Kevin is to be sentenced on Sept. 16, 2022. 
Hunter is to be sentenced on Sept. 23, 2022.

The felony charge carries a statutory maximum of 20 
years in prison and potential financial penalties. The 
four misdemeanor offenses carry a combined statutory 
maximum of three years of incarceration and potential 
financial penalties.

In the 17 months since Jan. 6, 2021, more than 840 
individuals have been arrested in nearly all 50 states for 
crimes related to the breach of the U.S. Capitol, includ-
ing over 250 individuals charged with assaulting or  
impeding law enforcement. The investigation remains 
ongoing.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2021_United_States_Capitol_attack
https://delawarelive.com/delaware-father-and-son-charged-in-capitol-riots-2/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eugene_Goodman
https://delawarelive.com/laurel-father-son-convicted-for-jan-6-capitol-actions/
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As a locally-owned company, Delaware LIVE News takes pride in working 
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