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Two lawmakers storm out of 
rushed committee hearing

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Two Republican lawmakers stormed out of a House 
committee hearing May 18 after being asked to limit 
their questions and public comments were restricted to 
one minute each. 

The committee met to discuss five bills with just an 
hour allotted for the meeting before lawmakers were due 
on the House floor for a short session. 

Two of those bills—Senate Bill 90 and House Bill 
252—elicited extensive comments and questions from 
lawmakers.

Senate Bill 90 is a controversial bill that would require 
landlords to accept tenant applications from Housing 
Choice Voucher—or Section 8—recipients. 

House Bill 252 would require each county to reassess 
real estate property values every five years. 

After a public commenter was cut off before finishing 
his testimony on HB 252, Mike Ramone, R-Pike Creek, 
shouted, “This is a farce,” collected his belongings and 
exited the room.

Thirty minutes later, during discussion on SB 90, Rep. 
Jeff Spiegelman, R-Clayton, loudly slammed his hand 
down on the table, yelling, “This is a farce of a committee 
meeting. I am not going to participate in this committee 
process. This is absolutely not a public committee.”

The House Housing and Community Affairs Commit-
tee meeting began at 1 p.m. 

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=48488
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=78947
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=78947
https://delawarelive.com/two-lawmakers-storm-out-of-rushed-committee-hearing/
http://www.fseactionfund.org
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One Democrat. One Republican. 
Both want an inspector general

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Two lawmakers on opposite sides of the political  
spectrum have found common ground in their desire to 
increase transparency and accountability in state  
government.

A bill filed by Rep. John Kowalko, D-Newark South, 
and Rep. Mike Smith, R-Pike Creek, would establish an 
independent and nonpartisan inspector general office 
in Delaware.

The proposed office would investigate state agencies 
to identify and root out waste, fraud, abuse, misman-
agement, corruption and other conduct contrary to the 
public interest. The inspector general would serve a 
term of five years and be eligible for reappointment for 

no more than two additional terms, for a 15-year maxi-
mum period of service, according to the proposal. 

Kowalko and Smith previously drafted separate bills 
to create the office but ultimately decided to combine 
their efforts.

“I’ve always felt that government oversight and 
good-government bills are going to be a bipartisan issue,” 
said Kowalko, who is not seeking re-election. “A good 
legislator, whatever party they’re in, is going to under-
stand that the more openness and more oversight on 
our actions there is, the more confidence the people are 
going to have in us, which makes it easier for us to do 
our work.”

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=109401
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https://townsquaredelaware.com/progressive-rep-john-kowalko-will-not-seek-re-election-update/
https://delawarelive.com/one-democrat-one-republican-both-want-an-inspector-general/
https://delawarelive.com/advertise-with-us/
https://www.ursuline.org/admission/
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University of Delaware set 
to raise tuition 3% Next 
year

BY JAREK RUTZ

The University of Delaware Trustees said May 19 they will raise tuition rates 3% 
across the board for the 2022-23. Full-time undergraduate students in the 2022-23 
year can expect a $13,370 per semester tuition if they are a Delaware resident, and 
$35,890 per semester if they live out of state.

The committee also announced a projected surplus of approximately $4.5 million 
for the 2022-23 budget, largely because 4,200 first-year-students will be coming to 
campus and paying higher tuition.

Cost increases weren’t just limited to tuition. Starting in fall 2022, the university 
annual dining plan rates will be increased by an average of 6%, and traditional resi-
dence hall rooms will cost an average of 2% more than this year. In addition, the 
student comprehensive fee will be $549 per semester, the student center fee will be 

$119 per semester and the student well-being fee will be $352 per semester. 
Tuition help is on the way for some, though. University President Dennis Assanis 

announced a $168 million undergraduate financial aid plan for next school year, 
which is 86% larger than it was when Assanis became president in 2016. The  
university will also continue to develop the First State Promise program, which  
covers tuition and fees for Delaware families making less than $75,000.

Assanis said the university also will work on expanding and supporting the Asso-
ciate in Arts program to provide more academic pathways. He did not offer specifics.

The president said UD will be offering an early college credit program starting in 
the fall. “Students in Delaware high schools can earn UD credits for classes that are 
UD taken online, in lieu of their high school classes, and perhaps in lieu of AP  
classes,” he said. He noted that UD’s 72% four-year graduation rate ranks in the top 
10 nationwide in primarily residential public universities. 

Assanis also talked about two massive projects the university is working on. The first 
project is a $165 million Building X, which will house labs and engineering facilities. 
This building will replace the McKinley Lab, which was torn down last month.

The second project is a $6.5 million financial technology hub—also called Fin-
Tech—on the STAR campus, home to a number of state-of-the-art labs.

In other UD news, Assanis also announced the appointment of the university’s new 
provost, Laura Carlson. Carlson was hired from Notre Dame where she has spent 
virtually her entire academic career, working in its psychology department since 
1994. She’s now serving as the vice president, associate provost and dean of the grad-
uate school at Notre Dame. She will succeed Robin Morgan as University of Delaware 
Provost. Morgan is retiring on June 8. 

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.udel.edu/research-innovation/star/
https://delawarelive.com/university-of-delaware-set-to-raise-tuition-3-next-year/
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Newly opened Museum of Nature & 
Science to get $500,000
BY JAREK RUTZ

During the ribbon-cutting ceremony for the reimag-
ined Museum of Nature and Science, New Castle County 
Executive Matt Meyer told the crowd that his adminis-
tration is going to propose a $500,000 grant for the  
institution.

“Everything we do in county government right now—
similarly to what’s going on in the city of Wilmington—
is about diversity, equity and inclusion,” Meyer said.

 “We have some federal resources to address some of 
the inequities that we’ve seen in the past couple of years. 
We share the vision of the leadership of this museum to 
see that the people going into this museum look like the 
people of our county look like, the diversity that rep-
resents all the families in New Castle.” 

His announcement was met mostly with silence, a fact 
that did not escape the notice of Wilmington Mayor 
Mike Purzycki. He pointed out that it was really a sign 
of the times—apparently referring to all the announce-
ments about how the state will spend its millions of 
COVID-19 and relief money—when someone announc-
es they are giving someone $500,000 and nobody  
applauds. That resulted in several rounds of applause 
for Meyer and the county.

The moment came among many congratulations for 
the $10.8 million, 18-month museum redo during the 
Friday morning ceremony.

click here to read more

Politicians remembered coming here as children, and 
museum workers and funders were happy to show off 
the dramatically different museum, which was founded 
50 years ago with a seashell and bird collection. 

Those changes included focusing on ecosystems  
rather than dusty collections, connecting history to  
science and even adding a new dinosaur to the  
museum’s collection under the name of the Delaware 
Museum of Natural History. 

Several times, speakers had to turn around at look at 
the building title to be sure they were saying the correct 
name.

“When my high school boyfriend and I used to come 
here as kids, this place was very dark and still,” said Sen. 
Laura Sturgeon, D-Brandywine Hundred. “Now, the 
museum is an interactive and exciting ecosystem that 
children will be inspired by and people of all ages will 
engage with.”

This museum really makes Delaware’s 12th District 
“the diamond in the Diamond State,” said Rep. Krista 
Griffith (D), who represents the district that’s home to 
the museum. She, too, talked about taking her sons to 
the museum.

The museum had private tours Saturday and Sunday 
and be open to the public starting Monday, May 23.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/newly-opened-museum-of-nature-science-to-get-550000-from-county/
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Clifford Brown Jazz Fest returns 
featuring Stanley Clarke

BY BETSY PRICE

The 35th rendition of the largest free jazz festival on 
the East Coast returns to Wilmington June 15-18 with 
the Clifford Brown Jazz Festival featuring Stanley Clark 
among its lineup. New this year: The festival will be co-
hosted by Clifford Brown Jr.

The festival is named for trumpeter and Wilmington 
native resident Clifford Brown, known as “Brownie.” 
He died in 1956 at the age of 25 returning from a show. 
Even though he only had a few years of recordings, 
many jazz trumpeters still praise his work and his “Joy 
Spring” and “Daahoud,” have become jazz standards.

The guest artists will include Chucho Valdés and 
Paquito d’Rivera, Stokley, Regina Carter, and the  
Rebirth Brass Band.

Mainstage performances will take place Wednesday 
through Friday, starting at 5 p.m., and Saturday start-

ing at noon, with Regina Carter performing at 1 p.m. 
that day. For a full festival lineup, go to cliffordbrown-
jazzfest.org.

The artists and festival activities are meant to high-
light the diverse textures of jazz, said Tina Betz, director 
of cultural affairs for the city. The city and the jazz fest’s 
sponsors are hoping for a great turnout.

“Last year’s attendance was huge and, on the heels of the 
pandemic, beyond expectations,” Betz said. “Weather was 
a cooperating partner last year and has been invited 
back to join us as we celebrate the 35th.”

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://stanleyclarke.com/
https://paquitodrivera.com/date/chucho-valdes-and-paquito-drivera-reunion-sextet-baluarte/
https://paquitodrivera.com/date/chucho-valdes-and-paquito-drivera-reunion-sextet-baluarte/
https://www.istokley.com/
http://reginacarter.com/
https://www.facebook.com/rebirthbrassband/
https://delawarelive.com/clifford-brown/
https://bit.ly/34swWML
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Hagley loans patent models to 
Philadelphia airport for display

BY BETSY PRICE

A selection of 19th century patent models from Hagley 
Museum and Library will be on display throughout the 
summer at Philadelphia International Airport.

The 49 chosen to be part of the exhibit by Chris Cascio, 
Hagley’s Alan W. Rothchild assistant curator, all have 
connections to Philly or—appropriate for air travelers—
transportation, food and drink.

The airport’s “Artifacts of Invention: Patent Models 
from Hagley Museum and Library, 1845-1895,” will  
feature only a tiny portion of Hagley’s 5,000 patent 
models. Miniature models of a design were once required 
by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in order to  
apply for a patent. Sometimes they were created by the 
inventor and sometimes by a professional model maker.

On display is the model for the improved traveling 
trunk invented by Louis Ransom in 1867, a predecessor 
to the wheeled luggage commonly used today.

Ransom’s cylindrical trunk, which could be rolled, 
represented a different approach to the bulky, rectangu-
lar trunks porters had to carry around.

Also on display is a relative of the soft pretzels that are 
a Philadelphia staple snack.

The “bretzel” machine from inventors William 
Lampert and Henry Hubert, patented in 1860, made 
quick work of stamping out pretzel- and bagel-shaped 
bread. The dough would be fed between metal rollers, 
stamped with a pretzel shape, then the uniform “bret-
zels” would fall into a conveyor belt.

The exhibit has been started and is expected to be  
finished by Memorial Day. It will also serve as a preview 
to the late-summer opening of Nation of Inventors at 
Hagley, a major exhibition featuring more than 100 pat-
ent models, celebrating the American spirit of ingenuity.

That new permanent exhibit was finished and within 
days of opening when the remnant of Hurricane Ida 
caused the Brandywine River to rise and flood Hagley. 
The exhibit wasn’t damaged, but the basement of the 
building it’s in was flooding, ruining a lot of power and 
other infrastructure equipment.

To learn more about the history of patent models, go 
to hagley.org/patentmodels.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.hagley.org/nation-inventors
https://www.hagley.org/patentmodels
https://delawarelive.com/100000815-2/
https://mountaire.com/
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Foster long has made a career in the hospitality indus-
try, starting when he was 15. Vederman, a neuropsy-
chologist by day, has immersed himself in the world of 
tea after becoming fascinated by it in grad school.

The pair met in 2007 in Detroit, Michigan, and as the 
relationship bloomed, so did their desire to reshape 
their lives.

“I’ve always wanted to open my own bar and restau-
rant,” Foster said. “Aaron was like, ‘Wouldn’t it be cool 
if we could open a place that did a bar and with tea, and 
we could have two bars together?”

After moving to Portland, Oregon, and living there 
nine years, Vederman began to feel the pull to come 
home to Delaware, where his parents and other family 
members live.

On a visit home in 2019, he and Foster drove through 
Historic New Castle while they were killing a little time 
on the way to the Philadelphia International Airport.

“We were just sort of exploring, knowing that we were 
probably going to leave Portland at some point,” Veder-
man said. Foster had never seen old New Castle. On the 
drive, they spotted the building at 206 Delaware St. for 
sale. It had been a cafe.

The Mercury 
fast becoming 
community hub in 
Old New Castle

BY BETSY PRICE

Fancy a beer or a glass of wine with buddies? The 
Mercury’s got you.

Craving a cup of tea, perhaps a blend named for area 
sites? The Mercury’s got you.

Seeking a light lunch or dinner that’s vegetarian, but 
you’d never know it was? The Mercury’s got you.

Looking for a nice patio to dine or drink in the sun? 
The Mercury Cafe and Teahouse in Historic New Castle 
has got you covered.

The dining scene newcomer, which opened in Decem-
ber but has been closed for the last week because of 
COVID-19, expected to reopen May 19, in time for the 
return of A Day in Old New Castle on Saturday.

Already a local haunt in its warren-like 1682 building 
across from the old New Castle County Courthouse 
Museum, The Mercury is run by husband and husband 
Aaron Vederman and Dwayne Foster.

click here to read more

HIGH SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, October 18, 2021
10:00am - 1:00pm 

VIKING FOR A DAY
You are invited to feel the energy

of VKNation as a Viking for a Day.

Viking Visits begin October 4th.

HIGH SCHOOL
PLACEMENT TEST

November 13, 2021 8:30am
November 14   12:00pm

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/the-mercury/
https://www.steschools.org/admissions
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There aren’t as many 
Delawareans as the 
census counted

BY KEN MAMMARELLA

The 2020 census counted 967,000 Delawareans, but a 
new follow-up analysis by the U.S. Bureau includes  
Delaware as one of 14 states with statistically significant 
miscounts, concluding there are really only maybe 
about 917,000 Delawareans.

The bureau’s traditional follow-up involved a survey 
of 161,00 housing units and a lot of number crunching. 
And in Delaware’s case, adjusting the count by 5.45% is 
really only the middle of a wide band of estimates.

“We estimated undercounts for Arkansas, Florida,  
Illinois, Mississippi, Tennessee and Texas,” the bureau 
said in its 22-page report, with a more reader-friendly 
explanatory slide deck running more than 50 pages.

“We estimated overcounts for Delaware, Hawaii,  
Massachusetts, Minnesota, New York, Ohio, Rhode  
Island and Utah.

“The post-mortem will not change the official state-
by-state results of the census, which said 331,449,281 
people were living in the United States in 2020,” The 
New York Times reported. “Nor will it alter the allot-
ment of seats in the House of Representatives or the 
map boundaries in state and local political districts, 
which are redrawn every 10 years using census results.”

Roll Call, which focuses on news inside the Washington 
Beltway, speculated that if the latest numbers were used 
in redistricting—which they won’t be—Florida and 

Texas would each gain another seat in the U.S. House.
Census numbers also matter in guiding more than 

$1.5 trillion in federal spending annually, Roll Call said.
“Census Bureau officials are quick to point out that 

their report does not get into what caused these net 
over- and under-counts by state,” NPR said, but media 
outlets and stakeholders were also quick to point out 
that many undercounted states were ones with conser-
vative governments that did not publicize participation 
in the census.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial/coverage-measurement/pes/census-coverage-estimates-for-people-in-the-united-states-by-state-and-census-operations.pdf
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/newsroom/press-kits/2022/20220519-webinar-presentation-pes-by-state.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/19/us/2020-census-miscount-states.html
https://rollcall.com/2022/05/19/census-misses-may-have-cost-florida-and-texas-in-redistricting/
https://delawarelive.com/there-arent-as-many-delawareans-as-the-census-counted/
https://www.npr.org/2022/05/19/1099810793/census-undercount-by-state-arkansas-florida-illinois-mississippi-tennessee-texas
https://molluraphoto.com
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Marijuana legalization fails in 
General Assembly—again

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

The Delaware House of Representatives on May 19 
voted down a bill to legalize, tax and regulate the culti-
vation and sale of marijuana in the First State. The bill 
fell just one vote short.

House Bill 372, sponsored by Rep. Ed Osienski, 
D-Newark, represents the second half of a two-pronged 
approach to marijuana legalization. The first half of the 
effort, HB 371, already passed in the House and Senate 
and is awaiting action from the anti-pot Gov. John  
Carney. That bill’s Senate sponsor, Sen. Trey Paradee, 
D-Dover, vowed during the bill’s Senate hearing that if 
HB 372 failed, he would personally ask Carney to veto 
HB 371. But Osienski may still have one more trick up 
his sleeve.

Believe it or not, the legislature could still end cannabis 
prohibition in 2022. Before the vote ended, he changed 

his vote from yes to no.
The procedural move will allow Osienski, as a mem-

ber of the “prevailing side,” to make a motion to bring 
the bill back for reconsideration. He will have to make 
that motion within three legislative days.

The General Assembly is in recess for two weeks for 
Joint Finance Committee hearings, so Osienski will 
have until June 9 to make the motion.

Rep. Larry Mitchell, D-Elsmere, was absent May 19. 
Mitchell previously voted in favor of marijuana legal-
ization. If Osienski moves to bring the bill back,  
Mitchell could give him the 25th vote in the House—
enough to send it to the Senate.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=99298
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=99297
https://delawarelive.com/marijuana-legalization-fails-in-del-general-assembly-again/
http://lynmarbuilders.com
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Tenant right to counsel bill defeated 
in committee

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

A bill to guarantee tenants the right to legal counsel 
in eviction proceedings failed in the House Appropria-
tions Committee May 19.

Senate Substitute 1 for Senate Bill 101, which will 
not advance to the House floor, would have:

•  Created a right to legal representation for renters 
facing eviction whose household income is lower 
than 200% of federal poverty guidelines;

•  Placed coordination of the program within the  
Delaware Attorney General’s Office, which would 
contract with appropriate legal service organizations 
to provide representation in proceedings covered by 
the bill;

•  Required landlords to provide notice of the right to 
representation at certain designated intervals of a 

tenancy and in eviction proceedings; and,
•  Created an Eviction Diversion Program designed to 

help resolve payment or other issues once a landlord 
files for eviction.

Proponents said the bill would have created parity with 
landlords who are able to be represented in eviction 
proceedings by non-lawyer advocates, or Form 50 agents. 

Under the bill, legal aid groups such as the Community 
Legal Aid Society would have been given funding to 
provide tenants with qualified tenant advocates. Those 
advocates would not be lawyers, but would be well versed 
in eviction law and would be able to guide evictees 
through the process. 

The bill would have created a system wherein the 
state’s three legal aid groups could provide qualified 
tenant advocates to evictees free of charge, so long as 
the tenant falls within 200% of the poverty line.

Opponents, including the Delaware Apartment Asso-
ciation, asked committee members not to release the 
bill. Landlords don’t want to evict their tenants and only 
evict tenants when they have no other choice, said  
Debra Burgos, the association’s president.

Eviction is a lengthy and expensive process, she said, 
and landlords incur additional expenses finding new 
tenants and rehabilitating properties between tenants, 
not to mention the lost income that occurs after tenants 
are evicted. 

“The concern is that this bill does not do what they’re 

click here to read more

trying to accomplish by providing affordable housing 
and keeping people in their homes,” Burgos said.

“By paying for an attorney we’re not really putting the 
funding that we’re providing in the right places. Most 
cases that show up in the Justice of the Peace Courts are 
people that cannot pay their rent for whatever reason, 
and there really is no merit to that – there’s not much an 
attorney can do to maintain that person in their home 
with the current law.”

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=78838
https://delawarelive.com/tenant-right-to-counsel-bill-defeated-in-committee/
https://debreastcancer.org/
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Fort DuPont bill raises questions 
about transparency

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

The House of Representatives on May 17 passed a bill 
that will put Sen. Nicole Poore on the board of directors 
of the Fort DuPont Redevelopment and Preservation 
Corp. Poore—who represents Delaware City, where Fort 
DuPont is located—also serves as co-chair of the Joint 
Committee on Capital Improvements, commonly  
referred to as the Bond Committee. 

The Bond Committee has given millions to the Fort 
DuPont Corp., a quasi-public entity under the jurisdic-
tion of the Department of Natural Resources and Envi-
ronmental Control. Allowing her to join the board is 
wrong, say critics who don’t want to see a state senator 
involved in deciding how much the corporation will ask 
for and also deciding how much the state will give them. 

In effect, the board on which she sits will benefit from 
funding she’s responsible for allocating, critics say.

“I believe it’s a conflict to have people who are on the 
board, who would be requesting the money and spend-

ing the money, and then also have them as legislators 
appropriating the money,” said Jack Guerin, a transpar-
ency advocate and publisher of the website, www.Fight-
DECorruption.com.

A petition sponsored by Guerin’s website asking the 
Senate Ethics Committee to review Poore’s role and re-
move her as a prime sponsor of House Bill 355 gathered 
more than 100 signatures. 

“As legislators, they would be appropriating funds for 
the Fort Corporation. As [Fort DuPont] Board members, 
they would develop and lobby for funding requests,  
determine budgets, and monitor expenditures,” the  
petition reads. “The functions of appropriating and 
spending state funds should remain separate.”

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://fortdupont.org/
https://fortdupont.org/
https://delawarelive.com/fort-dupont-bill-raises-questions-about-transparency/
https://www.del-one.org
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WE’RE HERE  
because your child’s  

health matters.

PEDIATRICS
1-866-BAY-DOCS

BAYHEALTH PEDIATRICS, MILFORD

We’re parents too and we know your child’s 
health is a priority! Whether you have a 
newborn, toddler, or teen, we’re driven to 
give them the care they need. As moms we’re 
experts in TLC, as pediatricians, we’re experts 
in your child’s health and wellbeing. 

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://aquacarephysicaltherapy.com/
https://www.bayhealth.org/locations/pediatrics
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Highlands 
Elementary to be 
named for civil 
rights, education 
champion

BY JAREK RUTZ

Highlands Elementary School in Wilmington will  
officially be known as Joseph E. Johnson Jr. Elementary 
school after a Monday ceremony that will honor a  
Delaware barrier breaker, civil rights champion and  
superintendent.

Johnson, a lifelong educator and Wilmington native, 
was a civil rights champion who made Delaware history 
in 1968 by becoming the state’s first Black principal of a 
non-segregated educational institution, P.S. Dupont 
High School, in Wilmington. 

In August 1963, Johnson was one of the protesters in 
the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom before 
serving as an officer in the United States Army Surface 
to Air Missile program for two years.

In 1981, he took the position as Red Clay’s first super-
intendent, serving for nine years until he retired in 1990. 
He was a science teacher, school leader and personnel 
director before that. 

Johnson died in 2020 at the age of 85. In fall 2021, his 
family, students and members of the Red Clay commu-
nity persuaded the district’s school board to approve 
the school renaming. 

Red Clay Superintendent Dorrell Green said in a press 
release that district and state schools are better because 
of Johnson’s legacy of educational equity for all.

“Dr. Johnson was a bridge builder who kept children 
at the center of the work as he led during some of the 
most difficult times in the history of public education 
in Wilmington,” Green said. 

On Monday, U.S. Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester, Superin-
tendent Dorrell Green, the Johnson family and others 
will be speaking at the 10 a.m. ceremony.

click here to read more

Reduce. Reuse. Repeat.
Kenny Family ShopRites of Delaware

care about the environment. Instead of using 
650K single-use plastic bags a week, our 

customers have helped us reduce our plastic 
waste to just 100,500 reusable bags a week! 

We look forward to continue lowering 
tthat number with our customersʼ support. 

Thank you for your commitment 
to reducing plastic waste in our community, 

making our world a cleaner, more 
beautiful place.

 

Follow us on social media
kennyfamilystores

@kennyfamstores

Join Our Team

At Kenny Family 
ShopRites of Delaware,
we’re a team.
We work hard, 
and we play hard.

And our employees 
enjoy a variety of benefits enjoy a variety of benefits 
and flexible schedules.

Apply today at
Shoprite.com/careers 
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program that sets temperature and humidity standards 
by Jan. 1, 2024. Schools would be required to submit a 
report by May 1 of each year. The bill would allow 
schools to request additional funding from the state in 
order to address specific projects.

“The amount of money that’s going to be required to 
meet some of these standards is just going to be stagger-
ing,” said Sen. Colin Bonini, R-Dover.

Compared to modern buildings, he said, those  
constructed decades ago are difficult and expensive to 
convert to the same functionality and standards as  
contemporary buildings.

Currently, Delaware code requires all school districts 
to match state appropriated minor improvement funds 
with 40% local funds, regardless of a district’s ability to 
do so. 

While a bill to make schools check air quality annually 
and quickly fix any problems drew support May 18,  
several legislators questioned whether it would cost 
more than expected to fix problems. Ultimately, Senate 
Bill 270 passed and will be headed to the Senate floor. 

SB 270 has been five years in the making, said sponsor 
Sen. Stephanie Hansen, D-Newark, during the Senate 
Education Committee. It began when several teachers 
from Kirk Middle School in Newark contacted her 
about the condition of the building. She and Sen. Bryan 
Townsend, D-Newark, met with them and toured it.

They found mold throughout the building and, in one 
place, a bucket on top of a coffee machine collecting  
water dripping from a ceiling stained with mold.

The bill would require the Division of Public Health 
to establish a routine indoor air quality monitoring  

click here to read more

School indoor air quality bill 
heads to Senate floor

BY JAREK RUTZ

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/school-indoor-air-quality-bill-heads-to-senate-floor/
https://furbabypetresort.com/
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Bill to bar school boards 
from raising property taxes 
goes to House

BY JAREK RUTZ

A bill that would stop school boards from unilaterally 
increasing school property taxes as much as 10% after a 
pending state property revaluation was sent by unani-
mous vote to the House floor May 18.

During the House Education Committee, Rep. Mike 
Smith, R-Pike Creek, said his House Bill 389 would  
address the current reassessments of property in all three 
counties now underway.

“By the end of 2023, we should know exactly what our 
homes will be reassessed at,” said Smith during the 
hearing. 

The bill is aimed at a state law that allows school 
boards to raise property taxes without any kind of  
public vote, starting this summer when new school 
board members take their places. Smith said the issue 
got traction last year after New Castle County acciden-

tally sent tax bills to everyone during the pandemic, 
whether or not they had been paid through a mortgage. 
That opened people’s eyes to how much they pay in 
property tax versus school tax. Currently, the fiscal note 
is “indeterminable,” Smith said.

Rep. John Kowalko, D-Newark South, pointed out 
that a reassessment in no way guarantees a 10% increase 
in school property taxes, or even a 1% increase, for that 
matter. He said districts should not have to rely on  
referendums to get their funding and that he worries 
schools will lose the revenue they need because “notori-
ously, we as a legislative body have not adequately fund-
ed or even appropriately funded public education in this 
state.” 

click here to read more

IT MAKES US  
ALL SAFE 

The COVID-19 vaccine is 
safe and proven to protect 

against serious illness.  
Need more reasons? Talk to 

your pediatrician today.

Need a reason to get your  
kid vaccinated? They’ve got plenty.

GO VAX  
DELAWARE!

de.gov/youthvaccine
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Red Clay backs off official review 
of Wilmington Charter

BY JAREK RUTZ

Red Clay’s school board will not be conducting a com-
pliance or governance review on The Charter School of 
Wilmington. Instead, the Red Clay Consolidated School 
District board seemed satisfied with Charter’s answers 
to a letter about how the school will comply with  
criticisms from the Delaware attorney general’s office.

Red Clay also will pay attention to Charter’s June 28 
board meeting, when the board is expected to lay out its 
rules and changes it’s made. 

Hugh Broomall, Red Clay’s deputy superintendent, 
will monitor that meeting and report back to Red Clay’s 
board. He has been appointed to serve as the liaison  
between Wilmington Charter and Red Clay in matters 
pertaining to governance or accountability reviews. 

Issues about the charter school and its board have 
come up repeatedly at the Red Clay board meetings for 
months. Red Clay is the chartering organization for 
Wilmington Charter. 

Red Clay Board President Cathy Thompson repeatedly 
refused requests for action saying that it wasn’t Red 
Clay’s responsibility. Then the attorney general’s office 
ruled that the charter board had violated FOIA regula-
tions. During Red Clay’s March meeting, several board 
members wanted to investigate through a compliance 
review. Instead, Thompson said the board should ask 
Superintendent Dorrell Green to write to the charter’s 
board and ask how it would comply with the attorney 
general’s complaints.

In April, several Red Clay members pushed the  
compliance review, but a vote to do it failed by one. 
Those who voted against doing a review said they first 
wanted to hear Wilmington Charter’s responses to 
Green’s letter.

During this month’s meeting, Green said that Wilm-
ington Charter responded that their board members 
would go through FOIA, governance and financial 
training.

click here to read more

OB-GYN &  
FAMILY MEDICINE 

1-866-BAY-DOCS

I’M KANDIS SAMUELS-
LEUTZINGER, MD, MPH 

Caring for families has always been my 
passion. In addition to treating patients of  
all ages, my expertise in OB-GYN, prenatal 
care and deliveries means I can provide all 
the care needed for mothers and the youngest 
ones in your family. I’m here to bring better 
health for you and your loved ones.

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

I’M HERE  
to care for  
your growing 
family.
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FIVE First State students named Presidential Scholars
BY JAREK RUTZ

Five Delaware students, all from charter schools, have been named a 2022 Presi-
dential Scholar. That national award honors them for their accomplishments in  
academics, the arts and career and technical education fields. The list included:

•  Claire Andreasen, Arjan Singh Kahlon and David Ziqi Yan from the Charter 
School of Wilmington

• Karen Netto from MOT Charter High School
• Sreeya Pittala from Newark Charter High School
U.S. Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona announced his list of 161 presidential 

scholars across the nation, a tradition spanning nearly six decades.
Wilmington Charter’s David Yan was also recently named a 2022 Secretary Scholar 

by Delaware Secretary of Education Mark Holodick.
Since the presidential scholar award was created in 1964, 7,900 students have been 

given the honor. They are chosen by the White House Commission on Presidential 
Scholars. 

This year’s list is composed of one male and one female from each state, the District 
of Columbia and Puerto Rico, and U.S. families living abroad, as well as 15 chosen 
at-large, 20 scholars in the arts and 20 scholars in career and technical education. 
Across the nation, 3.7 million high school students are expected to graduate this year.

Slightly more than 5,000 candidates qualified for the 2022 presidential awards 
based on SAT or ACT exams or through nominations made by chief state school  
officers, other partner recognition organizations and YoungArts, the National Foun-
dation for the Advancement of Artists.

Cardona said in a press release that this year’s presidential scholars represent the 
best that the country has to offer and they help remind the country that education 
can empower America’s youth to achieve greatness.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/psp/2022/scholars.pdf
https://townsquaredelaware.com/doe-chief-holodick-honors-2022-secretary-scholars/
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/psp/commission.html
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/psp/commission.html
https://youngarts.org/
https://delawarelive.com/5-first-state-students-named-presidential-scholars/
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Public Health: Don’t make, 
use homemade baby 
formula

BY BETSY PRICE

The Delaware Division of Public Health on May 17 warned parents worried about 
finding enough baby formula for their children to not make or use homemade formula 
and to never dilute the formula they may have.

Parents across the country are dealing with a shortage of baby formula created by 
supply chain issues as well as a massive recall in March that sent people scurrying to 
other brands. Especially in the last few weeks, people on social media have been post-
ing sightings of formula on store shelves and telling people where they found it and 
when. Others have been telling people to switch their Amazon accounts from the 
U.S. to Canada, where there are no shortages, and have formula shipped from there.

The state said those receiving the Women, Infant and Children nutritional benefits 
have been asked to return any unused formula to the Food Bank of Delaware or state 
agency food pantries so it can be passed to those in need.

Delaware Congresswoman Lisa Blunt Rochester said on her Facebook page today 
that she’s asking the USDA to allow moms who are on WIC benefits to be able to use 

those benefits online to deal with the shortage. Rules now allow those moms only to 
use those benefits in brick and mortar stores to pay for formula.

Public Health told parents to consider substitute formulas if their brand was not 
available, but also to talk to their doctors about changes.

“Doctors can provide guidance on comparable formula and specialized formula to 
meet their babies’ medical and nutrition needs,” the state said. “For most babies, it is 
OK to use a similar version of their formula if their regular brand of formula is not 
currently available. Talk with your baby’s pediatrician about alternatives.

The state also urged parents to check a manufacture’s site online for formula avail-
ability before going to a store to purchase.

In other reminders, Public Health said:
•  Do not make or use homemade formula: Per the American Academy of Pediatrics 

and Food and Drug Administration, homemade formulas often lack or have in-
adequate amounts of critical nutrients vital for a babies growth and development 
and in some cases can cause infants to be hospitalized due to low calcium.

•  Watering down infant formula can be dangerous and even life-threatening, lead-
ing to a serious nutritional deficit and health issues.

•  Consider a substitute formula: For most babies, if their regular brand of formula 
is not currently available, using a similar version of their formula is ok. Talk with 
your baby’s pediatrician about alternatives.

•  If you receiving breast milk, formula should be used until your baby turns 1 year 
old, but if your child is over six months you can start to supplement nutrition with 
some solids. Talk to your pediatrician about introducing some solids like fortified 
cereal, mashed bananas and pureed poultry and beans.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/baby-formula/
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BY NICK HALLIDAY

The Delaware Technical Community College softball team is making a return trip 
to the NJCAA Division II Softball National Tournament after winning the NJCAA 
Region 19 and NJCAA Northeast District championships on May 17 in Georgetown.

“This feels great,” Head Coach Guy Wilkins said. “It’s the first time in a very long 
time that this program has won back-to-back district championships, and it’s a great 
accomplishment for the program and the school.”

The three-team tournament between Delaware Tech, Lackawanna College, and 
Mercer County Community College (NJ) was a combined region and district cham-
pionship tournament after colleges in neighboring regions declined to participate in 
postseason play. Delaware Tech entered the tournament as the top seed.

Mercer County started off the tournament pulling off upset wins over Lackawanna 
and Delaware Tech on May 13 to advance to the championship game. Delaware Tech 
rebounded from the Mercer loss to eliminate Lackawanna with a 6-4 win on May 13.

The championship games were scheduled for May 14, but rain postponed the first 
game in the bottom of the first inning, with Delaware Tech leading Mercer County 
8-0. Play finally resumed on May 17.

Once play resumed, Delaware Tech was unstoppable. Over two games, starting 
pitchers Lauren Smith, a Snow Hill High School grad, and Carly Collins, a Sussex 

Del Tech softball headed back 
to national tournament
Central High School grad, allowed just five hits and no earned runs. Meanwhile, the 
offense exploded with 35 hits as Delaware Tech won the first game 14-1 and the second 
game 18-0.

“We hadn’t played in two weeks, and we hadn’t seen live pitching in two weeks  
before we played the first game when Mercer beat us,” Wilkins said. “Batting practice 
is totally different than seeing a ball out of a pitcher’s hands.

“Against Lackawanna we had better swings, and the day we got rained out we started 
progressing. Then the championship game showed how good our team really is as far 
as hitting.”

Delmarva Christian High School grad Kandice Schlabach batted a combined 6-for-
8 with two two-run home runs and five RBI. Milford High School grad Macey Myers 
also batted 6-for-8 with three doubles and five RBI, Caesar Rodney High School grad 
Jada Courtney batted 5-for-7 with two doubles and four RBI, Cape Henlopen High 
School grad Kaniah James batted 5-for-7 with five RBI, Sussex Central grad Kylie 
Kruger batted 5-for-8 with four RBI and Laurel High School grad Logan Walls batted 
5-for-9 with five RBI.

“They were all good hitters before they got here,” Wilkins said. “We make sure we 
hit a lot during practice to improve hand-eye coordination.

“Lauren and Carly work extremely hard during practice. They throw every other 
day, get good time to work on their spins, and both of them throw strikes.”

Both pitchers are statistically the best in the region. Smith improves to 14-2 this 
year with a 1.89 ERA, while Collins has a 12-1 record with a 1.42 ERA.

Most of this year’s team was on the team last year when Delaware Tech went to the 
national tournament and won a game for the first time in program history.

“We have experience from last year, so we know what we are getting into,” Wilkins 
said. “I think that experience, and the better pitching we faced throughout the year, 
will help. I think we have a chance to make some noise.”

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/delaware-tech-softball-headed-back-to-national-tournament/
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2022 DIAA girls lacrosse round one results

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/2022-diaa-girls-lacrosse-championship-round-one-results/
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BY NICK HALLIDAY

The 24-team field was announced May 15 by the 
DIAA softball committee. The top eight seeds receive a 
first round bye, while the remaining 16 teams began 
play on Tuesday. Here are the seeds and a preview of 
what should be a very competitive tournament.

Inside The Circle – DIAA Softball 
Tournament Preview

Papellas and Alexia Fitzgerald. Sky Eleazar has phe-
nomenal speed and the “lefty” slapper will be a key in 
close, low-scoring games. The Jags played the winner of 
the Indian River-Smyrna opening round game on May 
19 at home. Appo beat the Indians early in the season 
14-3, while it won a close 3-2 game against Smyrna last 
week. 

No. 3 Sussex Central (15-3) The Golden Knights com-
pleted the regular season facing three teams seeded in 
the top eight. Central took care of No. 4 seed RLCA  
13-8, and No. 6 seeded St. Mark’s 3-2, then fell to No. 5 
DMA 7-3. Head coach John Wells has (arguably) one of 
the best pitchers in the state in Madge Layfield. They 
have plenty of firepower to back Layfield in the form of 
Kate Evick, Kaylee Verosko, McKenna Boyle, Mya Jones, 
and others. The Golden Knights started the season with 
a 4-1 loss to No. 10 Delmarva Christian. They had a six-
game win streak snapped by No. 5 DMA last week. 
Their quality wins are 4-0 over No. 7 Middletown, 6-4 
against No. 8 Caesar Rodney and the two wins last week 
against RLCA and St. Mark’s. Central got a second 
round home game against the winner of Conrad and 
Lake Forest. Sussex Central defeated Lake during the 
season but has not faced Conrad.

No. 1 Caravel (15-1) Coach Randy Johnson has the 
Buccaneers primed for another deep run in the play-
offs, attempting to add a 12th program title, by far the 
most in the state. The defending champions only loss 
this season was to one of the top-ranked teams in Penn-
sylvania, Pennsbury. They have quality wins over No. 2 
seed Appo (10-8), No. 5 seeded DMA 19-9, the fourth 
seed RLCA 10-0 and 10th seeded Delmarva Christian 
6-0. The Bucs have good speed at the top of the lineup 
with Kendall Browne and reigning first team all state 
shortstop Veronica Diomede. Several players can hit 
with power—including Morgan Moxley, Brooke Hold-
sworth and Mikayla Walsh—while Coach Johnson re-
lies on Brooklyn Richardson and Kasey Xenidis in the  
circle. The Bucs awaited the winner of the Delmar-Con-
cord game in a second round matchup on Thursday. 
Caravel beat both this season—a 13-1 win over Delmar 
and an 18-5 victory over the Raiders.

No. 2 Appo (16-2) The Jags started the season with 14 
wins before falling 10-8 to Caravel and 1-0 to seventh 
seed Middletown in their final four games. Coach Brian 
Timpson’s team has quality wins over No. 4 RLCA 14-3, 
No. 5 DMA 8-0, No. 6 St. Mark’s 6-3, 5-1 over No. 9 
William Penn and 7-2 against No. 10 Delmarva Chris-
tian. The Jaguars pitching is one of their strengths with 
Savannah Laird and freshman Ayla McCathern. Offen-
sively, Appo is solid with Olivia Marinucci, Julia  
Weglarz, Hailey Watlington, Izabella Rodriguez, Lilly 

click here to read more
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As a locally-owned company, Delaware LIVE News takes pride in working 
alongside regional businesses to develop digital marketing campaigns, 
through our daily news platforms.

From large corporations like Christiana Care, Delaware Tech Community 
College, and Delaware Department of Health to small shops like Fur Baby 
Pet Resort, Dolce Coffee Shop, and Benvenuto Tuscan Restaurant, we 
customize each plan to optimize the needs of each of our marketing partners.

I would love the opportunity to meet with you for 10-15 minutes to see how 
we can help. You can click the link to set up a meeting with me in our virtual 
office: https://meetings.hubspot.com/shupe1
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