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Hundreds of Christina students 
receive tutoring for learning loss

BY JAREK RUTZ

Over 600 students in Christina School District are 
taking part in a district-wide one-on-one virtual tutoring 
program to help them climb the ladder of proficiency in 
math and reading.

The results: About 60% of those who started last  
summer have moved from below grade level to at least 
early grade level in both language arts and math.

The program, which doesn’t have a name, pays for four 
tutorial companies to provide the service. The district is 
using federal Elementary and Secondary School Emer-
gency Relief funds, some of which are designated to help 
schools recover from pandemic learning loss. Joining the 
tutoring program was voluntary.

“The 600 students exceeds my expectations for the 
program,” said Gina Moody, director of student services 
and whole child support at Christina School District. 
“The high number of students involved in just the first 

year shows how popular and much-needed it is among 
Delaware’s youth.” 

The program was up against not only pandemic learn-
ing loss, but also lingering statistics that show fewer 
than 50% of Delaware’s students read at grade level. 
Students struggling with reading are more likely to 
drop out of school and get in trouble with the law.

The tutoring program divides participants into three 
categories: Students in the red zone are below grade  
level. Those in the yellow zone are at early grade level. 
Students in the green zone are at or above grade level.

Students could opt to start their lessons over the  
summer or they could begin at the start of the school 
year, with lessons taking place throughout the current 
school year. Both groups of students showed significant 
improvement in their math and English language arts 
learning. 

click here to read more

For those that began lessons last summer, 52% of the 
students were in the red zone for English and language 
arts in the fall. By the end of winter, just 39% of the  
students were in the red, meaning 61% of the students 
were either early grade level, at grade level, or beyond.

Fifty-five percent of students who began math lessons 
last summer entered their fall semester in the red zone. 
At winter’s conclusion, only 36% were in the red zone. 
64% were at least at early grade level learning. 

Students that started lessons at the beginning of the 
school year experienced similar results. Sixty-one percent 
of these students entered the school year at a sub grade 
level mark for English language arts. Only 47% of those 
students were still in the red zone after winter. Fifty 
three percent of students were at least at early grade level. 

At the beginning of the year, 69% of this group of  
students entered the fall below grade level for math. At 
winter’s end, this number dipped to 43%, with 57% of 
students reaching proficiency. 

Parents are pleased. Peije Rollins has two children, 
Dominique and Draya, who are enrolled in the district’s 
tutoring services. She’s noticed a tremendous difference 
in both of her children.

“Draya wasn’t really comprehending words that well 
this year and two weeks of being tutored, she started 
coming home with As on her spelling tests,” said Rollins. 
She said Dominique and Draya look forward to their 
weekly sessions and love working one-on-one with their 
tutor. 

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://townsquaredelaware.com/delaware-schools-to-turn-to-science-of-reading-to-improve-literacy-rates/
https://uwde.org/what-we-do/uwde-three-focus-areas/early-education-success/
https://uwde.org/what-we-do/uwde-three-focus-areas/early-education-success/
https://delawarelive.com/hundreds-of-christina-students-receive-tutoring-for-learning-loss/
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Lawsuit filed to stop construction 
of Smyrna solar farm

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

A Smyrna landowner has filed a lawsuit to stop the 
construction of a 200-acre solar farm behind Boondocks 
Restaurant and Store near Woodland Beach.

Donald Goldsborough owns a 342-acre property across 
the street from Boondocks, in between Lighthouse Road 
and Woodland Beach Road. He and a newly-formed 
group called Citizens Against Solar Pollution have filed 
suit against Kent County and its Levy Court, alleging 
that the proposed 100-megawatt solar farm would  
damage the environment, reduce property values, defile 
the area’s rural character and threaten historical  
artifacts believed to be on the property. 

Developers say they’ve gone above and beyond to 
comply with county regulations and ensure the solar 
power generation facility doesn’t distract from the area’s 
natural beauty. 

Among other things, the company behind the facility 
—Freepoint Solar—has committed to planting more 
than 4,000 trees to obscure the solar farm from public 
view. The firm has also pledged to retire the facility  

after the 25-year lifespan of the solar panels and restore 
it to agricultural use. 

Proponents testified during Levy Court meetings that 
the solar farm would have no negative impact on the 
environment. On the contrary, its development is one of 
many steps Delaware—the lowest-lying state in the  
nation—should be taking in the fight against climate 
change, they said. 

Attempts to reach Freepoint Solar for comment were 
not immediately successful.

“If you’re in a downtown historic district, you can’t 
build a high-rise there because it’s out of character with 
the surroundings,” Goldsborough told Delaware LIVE 
News. “Well, this solar farm is definitely way out of 
character with its surroundings.” 

He said that if the facility were producing power by 
any other means than solar, it would have been required 
to adhere to strict regulatory approval requirements. 

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://solarpollution.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1McZe5aR2cKBuPIvbVlOkRsEvaVR9JmzS/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sRFq2pjojQsF991iGUVIABS-l4BlNTGu/view
https://delawarelive.com/lawsuit-filed-to-stop-construction-of-smyrna-solar-farm/
https://molluraphoto.com
https://mountaire.com/
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State Rep. calls $300 relief 
check a bribe

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

The bipartisan proposal to give every adult Delawarean 
$300 in direct relief was formalized Friday after law-
makers filed the bill, which they dubbed the 2022  
Delaware Relief Rebate Program. 

House Bill 360 will result in the issuance of a one-
time payment to every Delaware resident taxpayer who 
filed personal income tax returns for tax year 2020, and 
adult residents who did not file a 2020 tax return, in-
cluding those who are on Social Security and disability. 

Sponsors say the bill is designed to help offset resi-
dents’ recent hardships and ease the financial burden 
many are facing in light of record inflation and rising 
gas prices. Payments to the 600,000-plus tax filers could 
be distributed as soon as six weeks after the bill is signed 
into law.

Not everyone is thrilled about the rebate. Rep. Mike 
Ramone, R-Pike Creek South, told Delaware LIVE News 

that with back-to-back budget surpluses approaching 
$1 billion, lawmakers should be considering permanent 
tax relief rather than one-time “bribes” during an elec-
tion year. 

“To give a one-time check back is, in my opinion, very 
disingenuous,” Ramone said. “They want to give out this 
little $300 check to people to try to throw them a bone—
and for what? So that they get their votes in this election 
year, and I think that’s horrible.”

Ramone said that when Delaware’s financial outlook 
was less rosy, lawmakers increased the realty transfer 
tax and cut the senior property tax credit while promising 
to restore both once the budget rebounded. Now that 
they haven’t done that, they’re cutting one-time checks 
and hoping you’ll forget, he said. 

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=99311
https://delawarelive.com/state-rep-calls-300-relief-check-a-bribe/
http://lynmarbuilders.com
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Finally! USS Delaware 
home state commissioning 
Saturday

BY JAREK RUTZ

The crew aboard the USS Delaware Friday showed off a dress rehearsal of Saturday’s 
commissioning ceremony at the Port of Wilmington. Originally set for April 2020, 
the pandemic pushed a public program to Saturday from 11 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.  
Attendees met at the Chase Center on the Riverfront and were shuttled to the  
Virginia-class fast attack submarine.

President Joe Biden and First Lady Jill Biden—who is the sponsor of the boat—
spoke at the event. The submarine was the first of its kind ever to be commissioned 
while already in the water. 

It was initially commissioned back in April 2020, but because of the COVID-19 
pandemic, Navy administrators commissioned it out of public view. “The secretary 
of the Navy made a promise that we would come back to Delaware, and the Navy 
honored that promise,” said USS Delaware Cmdr. Matthew Horton Friday.

Now, it is time to celebrate. “It’s a great honor to have both the commander in chief 
and our sponsor here to celebrate with the families,” said Horton.

Each day, the USS Delaware sailors run through drills on the ship’s torpedoes and 
missiles, raise the periscopes and work on communications, practice fire fighting, 
have classroom training, and work up capabilities and proficiency. 

The USS Delaware will be deployed overseas in about a year. Horton said it typically 
takes a year or so to train for deployment. Thus far, the ship has been doing local 
operations for certifications as part of their effort to prepare the ship for deployment. 
They are about three months into this process, said Horton.

The ship has two periscopes and multiple antennas for several means of communi-
cation. There are 121 enlisted sailors and 15 officers on the submarine, which runs 
about 34 feet in diameter and cost $3 billion to construct.

There won’t be any gas stops for the USS Delaware. The submarine doesn’t need to 
be refueled for roughly 33 years, which is the lifespan of Virginia-class submarines.

It is fully supplied with 21-foot-long torpedoes, which each cost around $1.5 million, 
according to Lt. Cmdr. Ryan Schaedel, who is also USS Delaware’s chief engineer. 
There are two payload tubes that each carry six tomahawk missiles. When asked how 
many torpedoes the submarine is equipped with, Schaedel simply said, “More than 
enough to take out our enemies.”

A media tour showed how tight the space is in the ship. There’s no windows or  
natural light. Those who want to work out can enjoy a quasi-gym in one of the closets, 
which contains a treadmill and a few free weights. 

The sailors are packed like a World Cup match. Bunks line two walls, three to a 
stack, with about two feet between them. Each has about a foot of space above the 
surface of the bed. The crew eats in a tiny kitchen and dining area that is maybe 
10-feet-by-10-feet. It’s the place the sailors hang out, said Schaedel. They are used to 
dealing with limitations and slithering past one another to get around the boat.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/finally-uss-delaware-home-state-commissioning-saturday/
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Longwood Gardens begins to bloom for spring

BY BETSY PRICE

Longwood Gardens’ daffodils, tulips, azaleas, wisteria 
and more have begun springing to life just in time for 
its annual month-long “Spring Blooms” display that  
begins Saturday. Peak bloom is expected in mid-April, 
weather permitting.

While fans of more spring flowers will find something 
to ooh and ahh about, the piece de resistance is always 
its historic 600-foot long Flower Garden Walk with 
more than 200,000 tulips and other seasonal blooms. 
It’s best at peak bloom.

But flowers, flowers are everywhere on the Kennett 
Square property’s 1,100 acres as “Spring Blooms” run April 
2 to May 1. Flowering magnolias, cherry blossoms and 

dogwoods can be spotted outdoors. Inside forsythia, 
hyacinths, narcissus, tulips, delphinium and foxgloves 
fill the Conservatory with fragrance and color.

The East Conservatory entrance features cherry  
blossoms, crabapples and an unusual gold foliaged tulip 
poplar. Scarlet-red blossoms of Begonia ‘Canary Wing’ 
are displayed in mass adding a pop of color, while the 
Main Conservatory features hydrangea baskets,  
Phalaenopsis orchid baskets, fragrant lilies, and vibrant 
azaleas.

In the Idea Garden, beds of tulips and spring annuals 
are juxtaposed against cool-season vegetables and herbs 
starting to emerge.

The Meadow Garden will feature Carolina silverbells, 
Eastern redbuds, flowering dogwoods and sweet azaleas 
springing into beauty.

The Gardens are open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. every day  
except Tuesdays. Admission is $25 for adults; $22 for 
seniors (age 62+); $13 for youth (ages 5–18) and free ages 
4 and under. For more details, go to www.longwood-
gardens.org.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/longwood-gardens-begins-to-bloom-for-spring/
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click here to read more

Take break from tweeting to help 
Delaware count birds
BY BETSY PRICE

A state project aimed at finding as many different bird 
species as possible in two Delaware parks is asking for 
help from citizen scientists.

The Delaware National Estuarine Research Reserve 
wants people visiting Blackbird Creek and the St. Jones 
reserves to take photos of birds and upload them so they 
can be counted.

The year-long project will help create a snapshot of 
which birds visit the lands within the estuaries and will 
help guide conservation plans, land stewardship and 
restoration efforts.

The bald eagle, red-shouldered hawk, clapper rail and 
tree swallows are among the birds that have been spot-
ted by volunteers so far this year.

The state research reserve, which includes Blackbird 
Creek and St. Jones, is one of 30 in the country.

The Big Year initiative took its cut from birdwatchers, 
who often will challenge themselves to see or hear as 
many birds or bird species as possible within a single 
year. Those who participate don’t have to be avid bird-
watchers, but must register to participate in the citizen 
science project. Once registered, they can log observa-
tions into one of two apps, iNaturalist or eBird. Those 
interested can join any time.

There are, of course, rules:
•  Birds must have been within the reserves and seen 

during 2022.

•  Birds must have been alive, wild and unrestrained 
when observed.

•  Diagnostic characteristics, sufficient for the recorder 
to identify it by species, must have been seen and/or 
heard and/or documented for the bird observation.

•  The bird must have been observed under conditions 
that conform to the American Birding Association 
Code of Birding Ethics. In short, don’t lie or cheat 
by bringing the bird with you.

•  Volunteers must remain in publicly accessible areas 
within the reserves and may not enter private prop-
erties.

 Citizen scientists should be aware that hunting  
seasons begin in September. In short, a birdwatcher  
dispatched to the great aviary in the sky by a load of 
buckshot will no longer be able to participate.

“Citizen science projects like our Big Year and Chrono-
log are ways that visitors to the reserve can help with 
ongoing research,” said Laurel Sullivan, education  
coordinator for research reserve.

Chronolog stations set up at Blackbird Creek and St. 
Jones allow visitors to take a photo with their smart-
phone and upload it into a database. The photos will be 
used to create a timelapse project to help observe and 
document environmental changes.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/take-break-from-tweeting-to-help-delaware-count-birds/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PLH3H9W
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/delaware-nerr
https://ebird.org/home
https://www.aba.org/aba-code-of-birding-ethics/
https://www.aba.org/aba-code-of-birding-ethics/
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Wild turkey 
season to kick 
off with one-day 
hunt for kids, 
disabled hunters

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

This year’s wild turkey hunting season featured a soft 
opening on Saturday, April 2 followed by the opening of 
the regular season on Saturday, April 9. 

The Delaware Department of Natural Resources and 
Environmental Control announced Friday that the  
season opens with a one-day turkey hunt for non- 
ambulatory hunters and children ages 10 through 15.

Delaware’s wild turkey hunting season opened Satur-
day, April 2, DNREC announced. The regular turkey 
hunting season opens Saturday, April 9 and runs through 
Saturday, May 7. Hunting hours are a half-hour before 
sunrise until 1 p.m. Monday through Saturday, with no 
Sunday hunting allowed. 

Only bearded turkeys may be harvested. The bag limit 
is one bearded turkey per hunter each year, regardless 

of where and when the turkey is harvested.
Youth participating in the one-day April 2 hunt had 

to be be 10 to 15 years of age and accompanied by an 
adult 21 years of age or older who has completed a  
Delaware-approved turkey hunter safety class and who 
possesses a Delaware hunting license or License Exempt 
Number (LEN). Accompanying adults may not hunt 
during the youth-day hunt. 

Regular-season turkey hunters under the age of 13 
must be accompanied by an adult of 21 years of age or 
older who has completed a Delaware-approved turkey 
hunter safety class and who possesses a Delaware hunt-
ing license or LEN. 

Non-ambulatory hunters who participated in the one-
day hunt on April 2 had to need a wheelchair for mobility.

Hunting regulations require that all harvested birds 
must be checked at an authorized turkey check station 
by 2:30 p.m. on the day the bird was harvested. A list of 
turkey check stations is available at this link and in the 
2021/2022 Delaware Hunting & Trapping Guide. Check 
station hours may vary, so hunters are advised to call 
the station to confirm the hours of operation. 

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://dnrec.alpha.delaware.gov/
https://delawarelive.com/wild-turkey-season-to-kick-off-with-one-day-hunt-for-kids-disabled-hunters/
https://debreastcancer.org/
http://www.wilmingtonfriends.org
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Fujifilm to spend another  
$28 million on production site
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Japanese multinational conglomerate Fujifilm will 
spend $28 million to expand its production facility in 
New Castle. According to the company, the investment 
will double Fujifilm’s production capacity of pigment 
dispersions in the United States to meet the fast-growing 
demand for inkjet printing globally.

Construction of the new facility, which adds 11,000 
square feet of operational space, began in March and is 
expected to be operational by summer 2023.

Last year, the company announced the construction 
of its first dispersion manufacturing facility in the  
United States, also in New Castle. That facility is nearing 
completion and is on schedule to be commissioned by 
spring 2022. 

The $28 million announced March 28 brings Fuji 
film’s total investment to $47 million in new production  

capacity at the New Castle site. To support the increase 
in manufacturing output, Fujifilm will add 30 positions 
in quality, engineering, production, and administrative 
roles by the end of 2023.

“Further expanding our manufacturing capacity for 
pigment dispersions at our Delaware site will enable us 
to supply aqueous dispersions and inks to our Americas 
customers more efficiently,” said Melissa Toledo, general 
manager, Delaware, FUJIFILM Imaging Colorants, Inc. 
“In addition to expanding operations, we look forward 
to growing our team here with 30 new positions to sup-
port our RxD manufacturing with roles in production, 
engineering and administrative support.”

OB-GYN &  
FAMILY MEDICINE 

1-866-BAY-DOCS

I’M KANDIS SAMUELS-
LEUTZINGER, MD, MPH 

Caring for families has always been my 
passion. In addition to treating patients of  
all ages, my expertise in OB-GYN, prenatal 
care and deliveries means I can provide all 
the care needed for mothers and the youngest 
ones in your family. I’m here to bring better 
health for you and your loved ones.

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

I’M HERE  
to care for  
your growing 
family.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/fujifilm-to-spend-another-28-million-on-new-castle-production-site/
https://www.bayhealth.org/find-a-doctor/kandis-k-samuelsleutzinger
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BY PAM GEORGE

These spots will allow you to 
savor spring when dining out

Restaurants are gearing up for a busy spring season—
Easter, Mother’s Day and grads-and-dads events are on 
the horizon. Menus are now full of seasonal flavor—
think ramps, asparagus, fiddlehead ferns—and as the 
calendar flips to April, dining outside no longer requires 
a heat lamp, for the most part.

Working north to south, here are some spots for spring 
dining.

1906 and The Café
Here’s a no-brainer: The two best-known places to eat 

at Longwood Gardens will also offer the “Spring Blooms” 
exhibit running from April 2 to May 1. The full-service 
restaurant, 1906, is named for the year that Pierre S. du 

Pont purchased the grounds.
The dining room, dressed in soothing shades of  

verdant green, is tucked into the trees, and an adjoining 
deck makes diners feel like they’re sipping wine in the 
woods.

The Café has an a la carte menu with sandwiches,  
salads and, of course, mushroom soup. Load up a tray 
and pay at the register. There is an outdoor patio for 
alfresco dining.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://longwoodgardens.org/
https://longwoodgardens.org/dine/1906
https://longwoodgardens.org/dine/cafe
https://delawarelive.com/these-spots-will-allow-you-to-savor-spring-when-dining-out/
https://delawarelive.com/advertise-with-us/
https://www.ursuline.org/admission/
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BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

to-go alcohol 
law takes effect 
April 1

Restaurants, brewpubs, taverns and taprooms in Del-
aware were permanently able to serve to-go alcoholic 
beverages beginning April 1. 

House Bill 290, which passed in January, allows food 
and drink establishments to sell alcoholic beverages in 
transactions for take-out, curbside or drive-through 
service and to use outdoor seating for serving food and 
drinks.

To-go drinks and outdoor seating were initially  
allowed during the pandemic under an executive order 
issued by Gov. John Carney. The order was designed to 
provide additional revenue streams for restaurants after 
they were largely shuttered by COVID-19 lockdowns.

When that order expired, the legislature unanimously 
passed a bill to allow the practice to continue, although 
the act included a sunset clause that required it to be 
re-evaluated after a year. House Bill 290 removed that 
sunset clause, permanently cementing the legality of 
the practice in Delaware. 

Under the law, to-go alcoholic beverages must be sold 
in a container designed to prevent consumption while 
driving, such as an impermeable lid, cap or seal.

Restaurants must also sell a minimum of $10 worth of 
food as part of the take-out, curbside or drive-through 
sale of alcoholic beverages. Sales are limited to one 750 
mL bottle of wine, six servings of beer, or one mixed 
cocktail made in the establishment. The second limits 
the type and amount of to-go alcoholic beverages  
allowed to be sold to one 750 mL bottle of wine, six 
servings of beer and individual mixed cocktails.

In a Facebook post, the Delaware Restaurant Associa-
tion celebrated the new law. “Cheers and thank you 
Speaker Pete Schwartzkopf for getting this important 
legislation passed for Delaware restaurants, industry 
supporters, and citizens that enjoy the convenience of 
carryout orders (including alcoholic beverages) from 
their favorite neighborhood restaurants!”

Cancer isn’t waiting 
for COVID-19 to be over.
One in three Delawareans will get cancer. 
Unfortunately, many have put off their cancer 
screenings in the past year. Screenings detect 
cancer early, when it’s most treatable. If 
you’ve skipped or canceled a screening due 
to the pandemic — for breast, cervical, colon, 
lung, or prostate cancer — don’t wait one 
more day. Call your health care provider to 
schedule your cancer screenings today.

If you don’t have a provider, we can help.  
If you are uninsured or underinsured,  
you may be eligible for free screenings.  
To learn more about eligibility requirements 
and recommended cancer screenings, 
and other information, please visit 
HealthyDelaware.org/Cancer.

To schedule your cancer screening by phone:

Call your health care provider, dial 2-1-1, 
or speak directly with a nurse navigator at 
the health system nearest you, below.

ChristianaCare: 302-216-3557
Bayhealth: 302-216-8328
Beebe Healthcare: 302-291-4380

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/delawares-new-to-go-alcohol-law-takes-effect-april-1/
https://www.healthydelaware.org/Individuals/Cancer?utm_campaign=Cancer&utm_medium=redirect&utm_source=vanity&utm_content=cancer&vp=cancer#cancer-types
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The Delaware House of Representatives will conduct 
committee hearings in hybrid format indefinitely,  
Democratic leaders announced March 31. The hybrid 
format allows members of the public to attend hearings 
and offer comments in-person or from the comfort of 
their homes. 

During the pandemic, the General Assembly con-
ducted the majority of its committee meetings and floor 
sessions virtually. The House and Senate have resumed 
in-person floor sessions, which are open to the public 
and livestreamed on the legislative website.

Committee meetings, which were conducted via 
Zoom between January 2021 and March 2022, saw  
record participation as a result of the virtual format. click here to read more

House to hold committee 
hearings in hybrid format 
indefinitely

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

When the House of Representatives resumed in- 
person committee meetings at Legislative Hall, legisla-
tive leaders decided to continue offering residents a remote 
participation option. 

“COVID reshaped many of our lives, but it also made 
us think outside the box about how we conduct business,” 
said House Speaker Pete Schwartzkopf, D-Rehoboth 
Beach. “One positive change was the increased trans-
parency that has come from streaming our meetings 
and sessions online. Even as the House has resumed full 
in-person committee meetings, we have recognized the 
value of the virtual aspect and have decided to continue 
this practice.”

HIGH SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, October 18, 2021
10:00am - 1:00pm 

VIKING FOR A DAY
You are invited to feel the energy

of VKNation as a Viking for a Day.

Viking Visits begin October 4th.

HIGH SCHOOL
PLACEMENT TEST

November 13, 2021 8:30am
November 14   12:00pm

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://legis.delaware.gov/
https://delawarelive.com/house-to-hold-committee-hearings-in-hybrid-format-indefinitely/
https://www.steschools.org/admissions
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The Delaware Department of Justice is asking individuals who have been victims 
of abuse by an Ellendale pastor to come forward and assist in his prosecution. Major 
Foster, a Lincoln man, is facing pending charges after allegedly inappropriately touch-
ing multiple women during his time as pastor at Ellendale’s Philadelphia Pentecostal 
Holiness Church.

Foster was indicted in November by a Sussex County grand jury on three counts of 
Unlawful Sexual Contact 3rd Degree. The indictment came after an investigation 
found that from 2013 to 2020, Foster attempted to use scripture to coerce female  
parishioners into sexual relationships, made inappropriate comments and instigated 
prolonged hugs during which he made inappropriate sexual contact with his victims.
Foster was also charged with Offensive Touching for pushing a victim’s husband 
when confronted.

“I am grateful to the women who have come forward to the Delaware State Police 
and our prosecutors,” said Attorney General Kathy Jennings. “We have reason to  
believe that Foster’s alleged years-long pattern of abuse includes as yet unreported, 
additional instances. We ask that any additional victims or witnesses with informa-
tion come forward. We will be there to support you.”

The state was aware of three victims at the time of Foster’s original indictment. 
Prosecutors now have reason to believe that additional victims may be unidentified.

The Department of Justice is asking anyone whom Foster has harmed or who has 
additional information about the case to contact Det. L. Coleman with Delaware 
State Police Troop 4, at 302-752-3813.

DOJ seeks public’s 
assistance in Sussex 
County sexual abuse case
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/doj-seeks-publics-assistance-in-sussex-county-sexual-abuse-case/
https://www.del-one.org/
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Lawmakers work to ensure low-
income, disabled get relief checks

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

When Bridgeville resident Debra Dawson learned that 
Delaware lawmakers had announced a plan to give every 
Delawarean $300 in direct financial relief, she was elated. 
Dawson, 61, relies entirely on Social Security Disability 
Insurance to live.

She worked since she was 16 and paid into the system 
for decades. In 2012, a series of debilitating health events 
forced Dawson into disability. Every month, a meager 
amount of money is loaded onto a government-issued 
debit card. She lives with her dad, who has cancer. She 
gives him a small rent payment, pays her bills and buys 
her medications. She’s left with about $8 in any given 
month. 

That’s why she was so disappointed when she learned 
of the state’s plan to only give the relief payment to people 
who filed taxes in 2020. Her income is so small that she 
isn’t required to file taxes. That $300 direct relief pay-

ment, she said, represents an opportunity for a little bit 
of breathing room. “It would make all the difference in 
the world,” she said.

As more and more stories like Dawson’s have surfaced 
during the last week, lawmakers say they are working 
out a way to ensure that Delawareans who don’t file  
taxes, such as those on disability insurance, are able to 
get the $300. 

“The issue of the rebate potentially missing some of 
the Delawareans who most need it is being examined,” 
said Joe Fulgham, communications director for the 
House Republican Caucus. “We anticipate that this is a 
shortfall that is likely to be addressed in some fashion.”

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/lawmakers-work-to-ensure-low-income-disabled-get-relief-checks/
https://furbabypetresort.com/
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Full-time substitute teacher bill 
could add 208 permanent subs

BY JAREK RUTZ

Delaware schools are one step closer to being able to 
hire permanent substitute teachers.

House Bill 315, which would provide funding for 
schools to hire substitute teachers as full-time employ-
ees, has been released with bipartisan support by the 
House Education Committee. 

Dozens of subs are needed each day across the state. 
The issue became critical in December and January 
when the Omicron variant was spreading and teachers 
were exposed at home or at work, were sick themselves, 
or needed to take care of a sick family member.

“It got so bad that in some cases, the superintendent 
filled these open substitute positions,” said Rep. Debra 
Heffernan, D-Bellefonte, the bill’s sponsor.

Rep. Ruth Briggs King, R-Georgetown, a bill cospon-
sor, said that the state has had a substitute shortage 

problem for years, and the COVID-19 pandemic exac-
erbated the problem. Briggs King said districts often 
must cold call teachers at the last minute in the early 
hours of the morning, with some subs living at the  
opposite end of the state. Because of the shortage, a few 
schools across the state had to close for a day when the 
Omicron rampage was at its worst. 

HB 315 would create about 208 permanent substitutes 
who would start in time for the 2023-24 school year. 
Schools would qualify for one permanent sub if they 
have at least 30 full-time classroom teachers already, 
and two if they have 55 or more full-time teachers. The 
permanent subs would fill in for any middle and  
high school classroom teachers, as well as high-need  
elementary schools.

click here to read more

WE’RE HERE  
because your child’s  

health matters.

PEDIATRICS
1-866-BAY-DOCS

BAYHEALTH PEDIATRICS, MILFORD

We’re parents too and we know your child’s 
health is a priority! Whether you have a 
newborn, toddler, or teen, we’re driven to 
give them the care they need. As moms we’re 
experts in TLC, as pediatricians, we’re experts 
in your child’s health and wellbeing. 

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=79164
https://delawarelive.com/a-perfect-storm-for-schools-teachers-no-subs-bus-woes-covid/
https://delawarelive.com/full-time-substitute-teacher-bill-could-add-208-permanent-subs-2/
https://www.bayhealth.org/locations/pediatrics
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National campaign caps excellence 
in math tour at Springer

BY JAREK RUTZ

Four Springer Middle School teachers told visitors 
March 30 that they were all opposed to a new curricu-
lum designed to increase math scores.

Now they love it, the teachers told members of the 
Knowledge Matters Campaign, there to congratulate 
the school for its successes. “The curriculum we use 
forces teachers to really listen to the kids,” said Trish 
Mexiell, a math teacher at Springer.

Sometimes, kids just need to have something explained 
by other kids, said Laura Carlson, a Springer math teacher.

Representatives from Knowledge Matters interviewed 
the four teachers as part of their visit. The school and 
the Brandywine District now use “Kendall Hunt’s Illus-
trative Mathematics 6-8 Math,” published in 2019.

While the COVID-19 pandemic has made it hard to 
compare apples-to-apples in student testing scores, the 
teachers said the high-quality materials they were using 
helped elevate student involvement in their own learning. 

Teachers went through hundreds of hours to understand 
the new curriculum and be able to teach it effectively. 

Brandywine’s efforts to put students at the forefront 
of discussions, ideas and collaborations has resulted in 
more student engagement and a lively environment in 
the classroom, the teachers said.

Carlson breaks her classes up into groups of three—
the groups alternate every day. She then has each group 
of students complete problems on whiteboards around 
the room, as she circles the room to assist.

The students in her classroom are constantly chatting 
with one another, Carlson said, and are having fun while 
doing math. “They can’t wait to get into their groups 
and start working,” she said. Because their working 
partners are different each day, students who aren’t as 
proficient can benefit from those who are.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://knowledgematterscampaign.org/
https://delawarelive.com/national-campaign-caps-excellence-in-math-tour-at-springer-1/
https://bit.ly/34swWML
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Science Olympiad construction 
competition moves back indoors

BY BETSY PRICE

As Chase Martinez filled a bucket hanging from his 
balsa wood bridge with sand, the structure began making 
ominous popping sounds and he shoveled faster. “I 
thought it was going to crack,” he said.

But, when time was called in the bridges event at the 
Delaware Science Olympiad Saturday, the bridge hadn’t 
collapsed before the six-minute deadline. “That’s the 
first one I’ve had today that didn’t crack,” proctor Win 
Bookhart told Chase and his partner Joseph Mlodak.

The sixth- and seventh-graders from St. Mary Mag-
dalene School were two of the 250 students from around 
Delaware taking part of the 2022 Science Olympiad 
construction competitions at Cab Calloway School of 

the Arts. It was the first time since 2019 that the  
construction events could be moved indoors.

Held for years at Delaware State University in Dover, 
Science Olympiad was canceled in 2020 because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. In 2021, the construction events 
were held outdoors where wind and the rough surface 
of parking lots challenged the builders.

This year, the knowledge tests were taken online and 
the construction events such as bridges, mousetrap  
vehicles, storm the castle, the Wright stuff, solar power, 
sounds of music, it’s about time and ping pong parachute 
were moved indoors.

click here to read more

Reduce. Reuse. Repeat.
Kenny Family ShopRites of Delaware

care about the environment. Instead of using 
650K single-use plastic bags a week, our 

customers have helped us reduce our plastic 
waste to just 100,500 reusable bags a week! 

We look forward to continue lowering 
tthat number with our customersʼ support. 

Thank you for your commitment 
to reducing plastic waste in our community, 

making our world a cleaner, more 
beautiful place.

 

Follow us on social media
kennyfamilystores

@kennyfamstores

Join Our Team

At Kenny Family 
ShopRites of Delaware,
we’re a team.
We work hard, 
and we play hard.

And our employees 
enjoy a variety of benefits enjoy a variety of benefits 
and flexible schedules.

Apply today at
Shoprite.com/careers 

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/science-olympiad-construction-competition-moves-back-indoors/
http://kennyfamilystores.com/
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Christina to pilot Spanish 
immersion program at Oberle
BY JAREK RUTZ

School announcements in Oberle Elementary School 
will soon be broadcast in both Spanish and English. 
That will be one of the outcomes of Christina School 
District’s new Dual Language Immersion Program at 
Oberle in the fall. 

The program will start with kindergarteners next year 
and grow one grade level each year until it’s kindergarten 
through fifth grade in fall 2028. Applications are now 
open for the 44 spots in the classrooms.

Modeled on a two-way Spanish immersion, both lan-
guages will be taught throughout the school day. To 
start, there will be a Spanish classroom of around 22 
students and an English classroom of the same number. 
The classes will swap languages during the day, with 
half a student’s day in each language.

Only announced four days ago, Assistant Principal 
Ann Hlabangana-Clay said there have already been a 
number of applicants as well as parents coming to the 
school to learn more and to register their children. 

If interest demands more classrooms, Oberle’s build-
ing could expand to a second or third pair of English 
and Spanish classrooms, said Norman Kennedy, the 
district’s director of elementary teaching and learning.

The elementary school is located in Bear, where 22.1% 
of the population is Hispanic. At Oberle, 47.8% of  
students identify as Latino.

Kennedy said the initial goal is to have 50% of those 
chosen for the program to be Spanish-speaking and the 
other 50% to be English-speaking. In a 50-50 split, he 
said, students will greatly benefit from one another while 

socializing and collaborating in the classroom and 
around the school. 

There already are several faculty members who are  
bilingual, said Ann Hlabangana-Clay. Teachers who can 
speak Spanish will be pulled from around the district as 
“volunteer transfers” if additional faculty is needed.

Those who fill the Spanish teacher positions will need 
an elementary certification, and either a world language 
or a kindergarten through 12th grade bilingual certificate.

When students move to middle school, around 30% of 
their day will consist of Spanish learning. In high school, 
they will be taking AP level Spanish classes that will count 
toward collegiate credit and language certification.

Cheri Goetcheus, Oberle’s principal, said children will 
be able to look around the school and see posters,  
textbooks, quotes and people who look like them and 
share a common culture.

Studies have shown that dual language immersion is 
beneficial for all learners, closing academic gaps,  
increasing brain power and developing empathy, the 
district says on its website. Students who don’t speak  
English or Spanish are encouraged to apply to the pro-
gram. The best time to learn a second language is  
before 18, studies say. For a person to be as proficient in 
a language as a native speaker, they should be learning 
the language before they are 10. After that, it’s cogni-
tively more challenging. 

This isn’t the only immersion program in the Christina 
district.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.christinak12.org/Page/4332
https://worldpopulationreview.com/us-cities/bear-de-population
https://reportcard.doe.k12.de.us/detail.html#displaypage?scope=school&district=33&school=327&id=371
https://delawarelive.com/christina-to-pilot-spanish-immersion-program-at-oberle/
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BY GLENN FRAZER

Dover senior Alexis Dowdy was nearly “unhittable” March 29 as she struck out 12 
and allowed just two singles in a five-inning shutout win at Cape Henlopen 11-0 in 
the season-opening softball game for both schools.

A sparse crowd braved the blustery conditions as wind chills made it feel like 32 
degrees. Shortstop Alayna Gigliotti singled to start the game, and after a walk to 
Dowdy, catcher Jamie Chandler laced a shot through the left side to score the first 
run. Dover increased the lead to 3-0 going into the fourth inning off Cape freshman 
pitcher Abby Marsh, but the Senators would break the game open with five runs in 
the fourth on two walks, two errors and two hits to take command 8-0. 

Chandler led Dover with three hits in four at-bats including the game’s only extra 
base hit (double). Gigliotti and Lea Martin both added two hits for the Senators.

Coach Charles Wolleyhand told us after the game, he’s doing his best to make  
Dover a destination for talent to stay in the state’s capital. “We’re trying to keep girls 
in the district and not go elsewhere like Polytech, CR or Smyrna. The talent is here, 
we just need to keep it at Dover High”.

Cape Henlopen coach Shannon Timmons has a very young team with no seniors, 
one junior and the rest of the roster freshmen and sophomores. Freshman pitcher 
Marsh started the game and was relieved in the fourth by another freshman, Bri 
Windish. The Vikings two hits came from Jay’lyn Slater and Alivia Heers. 

Both teams took to the field April 1 as Cape traveled to Dover to face ECHS while 
Dover will be at Seaford. 

Dowdy opens season with a 
gem

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/dowdy-opens-season-with-a-gem/
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BY GLENN FRAZER

The Archmere softball team pounded out 18 hits in a 16-3 win over First State Mil-
itary in Smyrna Thursday.

Tori Connor pitched two innings, striking out five batters to get the win. She also 
collected four hits and five RBI from the “lead-off” spot. Freshman Ava Beach fin-
ished the final five innings in relief in her varsity debut to record the save. Ryan Vi-
tola and Beach both hammered two-run homers for the Auks. Freshman Riley Wor-
rall hit a solo home run in the seventh for the FSMA Bulldogs.

Archmere evened its overall record at 2-2 (1-1 DSAC). The Bulldogs fell to 0-2 on 
the season and in the Diamond State Athletic Conference.

In other action March 31, the Odessa Ducks outslugged Newark 28-12 for the first 
win in school history. Addison Hurst collected five hits while teammate Riley Curtis 
hit two home runs and had seven RBI.

Conrad’s Bella McKee shut out William Penn 2-0, striking out 11 batters for the 
win. Also, DMA beat St. Elizabeth’s 15-1 as Alexandria Delcollo belted a homer for 
the Seahawks.

Archmere’s offense 
comes alive at Big 
Oak Park

BY NICK HALLIDAY

Tower Hill got their season underway in a big way. After a weather break in which 
both teams had to take shelter for a tornado warning, the Hillers came alive. 

Tower Hill took an early 2-0 lead in the first inning on an error and drew a few 
walks before the weather delay. Coming back from the weather delay the Hillers bats 
provided all the thunder. They scored two runs in the third, three runs in the fourth, 
and three more runs in the fifth as they walked off with a 10-0 win over archrival 
Tatnall. 

Tower Hill collected six hits in the last three innings of the game with four of them 
being doubles from John Gray, Gavin Heck, Kenyon Motley and Christopher Simon. 
They collected eight RBI from six different players in a great team offensive effort. 

The Hillers were led by Motley as he went 2-for-4 with an RBI and three runs 
scored. For Tatnall, Andrew Scott, Tre Marcoz  and Brody Clayton each had one hit. 

Shadowed by the offensive performance Ryan Beyer pitched extremely well for 
Tower Hill. He scattered three hits over five innings adding seven strikeouts while 
only walking two batters.

Tower Hills 
offense erupts 
in season 
opener

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/archmeres-offense-comes-alive-at-big-oak-park/
https://delawarelive.com/tower-hills-offense-erupts-in-season-opener/
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As a locally-owned company, Delaware LIVE News takes pride in working 
alongside regional businesses to develop digital marketing campaigns, 
through our daily news platforms.

From large corporations like Christiana Care, Delaware Tech Community 
College, and Delaware Department of Health to small shops like Fur Baby 
Pet Resort, Dolce Coffee Shop, and Benvenuto Tuscan Restaurant, we 
customize each plan to optimize the needs of each of our marketing partners.

I would love the opportunity to meet with you for 10-15 minutes to see how 
we can help. You can click the link to set up a meeting with me in our virtual 
office: https://meetings.hubspot.com/shupe1

CEO, Bryan Shupe / 302-542-9231 / shupe@delawarelive.com
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