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Bipartisan bill would 
cut realty transfer 
tax by 25%

BY BETSY PRICE

A bill introduced into the state House of Representa-
tives would cut by 25% the taxes paid because of the sale 
of a home.

Introduced by Rep. Bill Bush, D-Dover, House Bill 
358 would make law of something Rep. Mike Ramone, 
R-Pike Creek South, has been preaching for years:  
reducing the cost of Delaware’s real estate transfer tax  
after it was increased during financially difficult years.

The realty transfer tax is levied on the purchase price 
of the home and is usually split between the buyer and 
seller, unless otherwise negotiated.

“Right now, in most cases, Delaware has a functional 
realty transfer tax of 4%,” said Rep. Kevin Hensley, R- 
Townsend, who works in the real estate field. “Typically, 

this cost is split between buyer and seller. However, in 
the current competitive housing market, prospective 
buyers are often paying the entire tax to convince sellers 
to accept their offers.”

In 2017, Delaware’s realty transfer tax was effectively 
raised from 3% to the present level of 4%. The move was 
made as part of a revenue-generating package to bridge 
a major budget gap. “This realty transfer tax hike was 
supposed to expire two years after it was imposed, and 
that was three years ago,” Ramone said. A member of 
the budget-writing Joint Finance Committee, he is one 
of the sponsors of House Bill 358.

The move to cut the tax comes after two years of raging 
sales in the housing market, leading to tax windfalls for 

click here to read more

state and local governments. The market is also facing 
rises in interest rates with the Federal Reserve saying it 
will hike the base borrowing rates several times, partly 
to slow inflation in an overheated economy. That has 
some real estate experts expecting a slowdown in sales, 
partly because of the lack of new housing.

The revenue from the 4% realty transfer tax is split 
between state and local governments. The state currently 
gets 62.5% of the proceeds, with the local presiding  
government collecting the remaining 37.5%.

The new bipartisan bill would reverse the state’s 2017 
tax hike, restoring the effective combined realty transfer 
tax to 3%. Under the measure, only the state’s share of 
the revenue would be impacted. The revenue flowing to 
local governments from home sales would be unchanged.

“Our high realty transfer tax is impacting two groups 
that can least afford it—millennials and seniors,”  
Ramone said. “If we can do something to both facilitate 
homeownership among young people while giving our 
older citizens a less costly opportunity to gracefully 
transition into their golden years, I think we have an 
obligation to do it.”

According to Long & Foster Real Estate, the median 
price of a home sold in Delaware as of February was 
$335,000.

HB 358 would reduce the transaction cost for the sale 
of such a home by almost $3,400. Based on the latest 
estimates from the Delaware Economic and Financial 
Advisory Council, HB 358 would allow homebuyers 
and sellers to collectively retain more than $100 million 
annually.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/bipartisan-bill-would-cut-realty-transfer-tax-by-25/
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House overwhelmingly approves 
$300 relief rebate bill

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

The Delaware Relief Rebate Program, which will use 
state surplus funds to offer every Delaware resident  
taxpayer a one-time direct payment of $300, passed in 
the House of Representatives Thursday.

House Bill 360 will result in the issuance of a one-
time payment to every Delaware resident taxpayer who 
filed personal income tax returns for tax year 2020. It 
also will be paid to adult residents who did not file a 2020 
tax return, including those who are on Social Security 
and disability. 

Sponsors say the bipartisan bill is designed to help 
offset residents’ recent hardships and ease the financial 
burden many are facing in light of record inflation and 
rising gas prices. 

Payments to the 600,000-plus tax filers could be dis-
tributed as soon as six weeks after the bill is signed into 
law and will be made to each taxpayer, including those 
who jointly filed. 

No action on the part of a taxpayer will be required to 
receive the $300. 

The bill also requires the Department of Finance to 
establish a process to provide the relief rebate to resident 
adults who did not file a 2020 state income tax return by 
identifying adult residents through existing databases 
held by other state agencies, such as the Division of  
Motor Vehicles. 

The Department of Finance will then work with the 
Department of Technology and Information to imple-
ment a process by which eligible residents who have not 
been identified by other means can apply for and receive 
the relief rebate, subject to verification of their identity 
and eligibility.

Only one lawmaker spoke critically of the bill.
Rep. Jeff Spiegelman, R-Clayton, who ultimately  

voted to pass it, said he would prefer to see a proposal to 
automatically return excess funds to taxpayers when 
the state has surpluses over a certain amount.

click here to read more

Cancer isn’t waiting 
for COVID-19 to be over.
One in three Delawareans will get cancer. 
Unfortunately, many have put off their cancer 
screenings in the past year. Screenings detect 
cancer early, when it’s most treatable. If 
you’ve skipped or canceled a screening due 
to the pandemic — for breast, cervical, colon, 
lung, or prostate cancer — don’t wait one 
more day. Call your health care provider to 
schedule your cancer screenings today.

If you don’t have a provider, we can help.  
If you are uninsured or underinsured,  
you may be eligible for free screenings.  
To learn more about eligibility requirements 
and recommended cancer screenings, 
and other information, please visit 
HealthyDelaware.org/Cancer.

To schedule your cancer screening by phone:

Call your health care provider, dial 2-1-1, 
or speak directly with a nurse navigator at 
the health system nearest you, below.

ChristianaCare: 302-216-3557
Bayhealth: 302-216-8328
Beebe Healthcare: 302-291-4380

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=99311
https://delawarelive.com/house-overwhelmingly-approves-300-relief-rebate-bill/
https://www.healthydelaware.org/Individuals/Cancer?utm_campaign=Cancer&utm_medium=redirect&utm_source=vanity&utm_content=cancer&vp=cancer#cancer-types
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McGuiness 
waits for 
ruling on 
charge 
dismissal, 
trial date

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

State Auditor Kathleen McGuiness’s attorney on Thurs-
day asked a judge to consider pretrial motions to dismiss 
one of the charges she faces and compel the state to hand 
over information. The two-hour hearing ended without a 
ruling by Judge William C. Carpenter Jr. of the Superior 
Court of Delaware.

Carpenter surprised the defense at the end of the hear-
ing by announcing he didn’t think a May trial would give 
either side, or the court, time to properly prepare. If he 
moves it, he said, it likely will be held in late summer or 
early fall, but he has not decided. If it’s moved, the trial 
could be within just a few weeks of the Sept. 13 state  
primary election. McGuiness has said she plans to seek a 
second term.

She faces felony and misdemeanor charges alleging 
conflict of interest, theft, non-compliance with procure-
ment law, official misconduct and witness intimidation.

She’s accused of arranging public payments to a  
campaign consultant to avoid regulator scrutiny, firing 
workers in her office to hire her daughter, who she  
allowed to use a state car then kept paying while the 
daughter was in college and not working, and attempting 
to intimidate employees who might help investigators 
looking into her conduct. 

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/mcguiness-waits-for-ruling-on-charge-dismissal-trial-date/
https://www.del-one.org/


HEADLINES

7

Bill banning use of gender for car 
insurance rates passes Senate

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

A lengthy and heated debate on the Senate floor  
April 5 preceded the passage of a bill that would make 
it illegal for car insurers in Delaware to use gender as a 
factor when determining customers’ premiums.

Senate Bill 231, sponsored by Sen. Kyle Evans Gay, 
D-Talleyville, came at the recommendation of State  
Insurance Commissioner Trinidad Navarro, who said 
in a press release following the bill’s passage that it will 
result in a “more equitable society.” 

The bill was based on a disputed report released in 
March by Navarro that suggests some women in Dela-
ware pay higher automobile insurance premiums than 
men, even when all other factors are the same.

Despite changing the law relating to automobile  
insurance, the bill did not go through the Senate Insur-
ance Committee. Instead, it was heard by and released 
from the Senate Transportation Committee, to the  
bewilderment of some lawmakers. 

“This is an insurance bill. It didn’t go through the  
Insurance Committee,” said Sen. Colin Bonini, R-Dover. 
“Red flag.”

Numerous insurance industry officials testified 
during the April 5 Senate hearing, with nearly all of them 
warning that if made law, Senate Bill 231 will result in 
increased insurance premiums for Delaware women.

Navarro’s report is flawed, they said, in that it relies 
on quotes—not actual premiums—given to a hypothet-
ical consumer who is a 35-year-old woman. The report 
did not include quotes for consumers of different ages 
or who have different rating factors. 

“My members’ experience show genders to be strong 
predictors of loss with the relative risks between genders 
varying by age,” said Nancy Egan, director of government 
relations at American Property Casualty Insurance  
Association. 

click here to read more

OB-GYN &  
FAMILY MEDICINE 

1-866-BAY-DOCS

I’M KANDIS SAMUELS-
LEUTZINGER, MD, MPH 

Caring for families has always been my 
passion. In addition to treating patients of  
all ages, my expertise in OB-GYN, prenatal 
care and deliveries means I can provide all 
the care needed for mothers and the youngest 
ones in your family. I’m here to bring better 
health for you and your loved ones.

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

I’M HERE  
to care for  
your growing 
family.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?legislationId=79180
https://news.delaware.gov/files/2022/03/Gender-Disparities-in-Auto-Insurance-Pricing-Report.pdf
https://delawarelive.com/bill-banning-use-of-gender-for-car-insurance-rates-passes-senate/
https://www.bayhealth.org/find-a-doctor/kandis-k-samuelsleutzinger
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George Will leads memorial 
service for Pete du Pont
BY BETSY PRICE

A memorial service for 
former Delaware Gov. Pete 
du Pont will be held April 
29, with the eulogy deliv-
ered by columnist and  
author George Will.

du Pont died last May after a long illness.
The memorial, styled as a celebration of du Pont’s life 

and legacy, will be held at 2 p.m. in The Playhouse on 
Rodney Square. A reception afterward will take place 
in the Gold Ballroom of the Hotel du Pont from 3 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. The event is open to the public, but reserva-
tions for a place in the 1,200-seat theater are required 
before April 22. Register HERE.

The memorial also will be livestreamed through the 
Pete du Pont Freedom Foundation. Those attending 
virtually should visit the website at least a few minutes 
before 2 p.m. on April 29 to watch.

Other speakers will include Gov. John Carney, the 
Rev. Ruth Beresford and members of du Pont’s family.

“It is hard to say goodbye to a remarkable man,” said 
Glenn Kenton, du Pont’s former secretary of state, in a 
press release. “He served his state and his country in 
countless ways. He left Delaware a better place than he 
found it. He fostered expansive growth and changed 
laws and systems that created a legacy in this state that 
continues to this day.”

du Pont was a lifelong Republican who served as a state 
legislator, member of Congress, presidential candidate, 
commentator and columnist. He served as governor 
from 1977 to 1985.

He advocated for less government regulation and  
policies that expanded the economy and believed  
decisions should be made at businesses or homes, not 
by government. During his term in office, JP Morgan 
Chase, Citicorp and MBNA were among the banks that 
came to Delaware, bringing thousands of financial  
service jobs. In turn, their contributions strengthened 
the real estate market, as well as community and non-
profit organizations.

His 1988 Republican presidential nomination  
employed a “Damn Right” motto that colored political 
debate for the next two decades. After he left politics, he 
was a commentator on television, radio and in print 
media, pushing for the same issues he championed in 
office.

Will is a libertarian-conservative political commenta-
tor and author. He writes for The Washington Post and 
appears on NBC News and MSNBC. He won the  
Pulitzer Prize for Commentary in 1977.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.petedupontfreedomfoundation.org/
https://bit.ly/34swWML
https://delawarelive.com/george-will-to-lead-memorial-service-for-pete-du-pont/
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New, retired Catholic bishops will 
celebrate Holy Week Masses

BY BETSY PRICE

The Diocese of Wilmington has announced where 
Bishop William E. Koenig will celebrate services and 
participate in other events during Holy Week and Easter.

All masses and services are open to the public. Events 
at the Cathedral of Saint Peter will be livestreamed on 
the Diocese of Wilmington’s YouTube channel.

Retired bishop, the Most Reverend W. Francis Malooly, 
also will be celebrating Holy Week and Easter events. 
He stepped aside last year.

Koenig spent all day Saturday, April 9, with the diocese’s 
annual youth pilgrimage. He walked with hundreds of 
youth and adult volunteers from all over Delaware and 
Maryland’s Eastern Shore as they carried a wooden 
cross through the streets of Wilmington.

This year’s theme is “We Walk by Faith.” The event 
features a concert, prayer, a visit to Saint Francis Hospi-
tal, the Sacrament of Reconciliation (confession),  

Stations of the Cross and Eucharistic Adoration, during 
stops at five Wilmington Catholic churches. The bishop 
will conclude the pilgrimage by celebrating the 5 p.m. 
Palm Sunday Vigil mass at St. Elizabeth Church, Cedar 
and Clayton Streets in Wilmington.

On Sunday, April 10, Koenig will celebrate the Palm 
Sunday mass at the historic Cathedral of Saint Peter, 
Sixth and West Streets in Wilmington, beginning at 
9:30 a.m. Koenig, along with priests throughout the  
diocese, will hear confessions during Reconciliation 
Monday. Catholic residents of Delaware and Maryland’s 
Eastern Shore, are invited to receive the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation at any of the 56 parish churches in the 
diocese, from 3 p.m. until 8 p.m.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.youtube.com/user/DioceseofWilm
https://delawarelive.com/new-retired-catholic-bishops-will-celebrate-holy-week-masses/
http://lynmarbuilders.com
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FMC, Sears honored at annual 
state chamber dinner

BY BETSY PRICE

FMC Corp. scientists test 60,000 new compounds a 
year in their search for better ways to help crops beat 
disease and pests to produce more per acre.

That breaks down to seven compounds tested per 
hour for every hour in a year, said Dr. Kathleen Shelton, 
executive vice president and chief technology officer at 
FMC, which was honored April 4 during the 185th  
annual Delaware State Chamber of Commerce.

Even as a new molecule is discovered, so much research 
and testing is required that any product containing it 
won’t hit the market until 2032, she said.

Shelton told the sold-out crowd of 1,000 at the Chase 
Center at the Riverfront how the company started with 
2,000 former DuPont employees after the legacy  
company merged with Dow. Of those employees, 500 
were scientists in research and development. Many work 
in Delaware, where FMC has research facilities, farms, 
greenhouses and more.

In Delaware, Shelton pointed out, nearly 40% of the 
land is designated agriculture. The state has 2,300 farms 
that produce $1.5 billion in sales, including corn, soy-
beans, watermelons, lima beans and cucumbers.

A team of biologists, chemists, entomologists and  
molecular biologists work in collaboration to create new 
fertilizers and pesticides such as FMC’s new Xyway, 
which protects corn from a blight called gray leaf spot. 
A wine glass full of it will protect an entire crop, Shelton 
pointed out.

Her keynote speech highlighted a joyous night in 
which the chamber and guests gathered for the first 
time since early 2020. Last year’s event was online. This 
year’s was moved from earlier in the year to Monday 
because of the rise of COVID-19 cases around the holi-
days.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/fmc-sears-honored-at-annual-state-chamber-dinner/
https://furbabypetresort.com/
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Bill aims to reduce regulatory 
burden on small businesses

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

A proposed bill in the House of Representatives would 
require state agencies to consider the burden new regu-
lations would impose on businesses and take steps to 
minimize those impacts.

Under the Regulatory Flexibility Act, before adopting 
a new regulation, state agencies would be required to 
complete an economic impact statement. The statement 
would identify affected businesses, determine the cost 
of compliance on those companies and consider less  
intrusive or expensive alternatives to new regulations. 

“Regulations carry the weight of law and may require 
businesses to make large investments in time and other 
resources to achieve compliance,” said the bill’s sponsor, 
Rep. Charles Postles, R-Milford North.

Postles explained that while regulations play a vital 
role in protecting public health, worker safety and the 
environment, Delaware’s regulatory process is often 
weighted in favor of the state agencies making the rules. 

“It is easy for state officials to become so preoccupied 
with carrying out their agency’s mission that other  
valid considerations are not given proper attention,  
resulting in rules that needlessly hamper the viability  
of job-creating enterprises.”

Current law requires state regulations to be periodi-
cally reviewed, but Postles’ bill would take that a step 
further by mandating that the review process empha-
size minimizing the economic impact on small busi-
nesses. Agencies would be required to consider the  
continued need for the regulation and offer the public 
opportunity to provide comment in the regulatory  
review process. 

The review would also be required to consider the  
extent to which the regulation overlaps, duplicates, or 
conflicts with other federal, state, or local regulations; 
and the degree to which technology, economic  
conditions or other factors that have changed since the 

regulation was put into place.
Postles said he was encouraged to sponsor the legisla-

tion by small business owners and prospective entre-
preneurs who complain it’s becoming increasingly  
difficult to comply with overbearing regulations.

“Regulations, while very valuable, also come at a cost,” 
he said. “I’m just asking that they would look at the  
regulations that they’re imposing, and do it in the least 
intrusive and the least costly method.”

Postles noted a recent analysis from U.S. News & World 
Report which ranked Delaware among the 10 worst 
states to start a business. A 2019 ranking from   of the 
best states to do business gave Delaware an overall 
standing of 23rd, but the state placed 42nd in the 
sub-category of “regulatory environment.”

Bob Older, president of the Delaware Small Business 
Chamber, said while he agrees Delaware is becoming 
less friendly to small businesses, Postles’ proposal fails 
to enact the kind of meaningful change that’s needed. 

“They need to crawl before they can run and they’re 
trying to sprint right now,” Older said. “I think there’s a 
lot of things that need to be fixed with what we currently 
have before something like this can be introduced and 
be potentially beneficial towards small businesses.”

While he’s in favor of reducing the regulatory burden 
on small businesses, Older said the law falls short 
because the state considers any company with less than 
500 employees to be a small business. 

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/articles/2021-07-20/these-are-the-best-states-to-start-a-business
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/articles/2021-07-20/these-are-the-best-states-to-start-a-business
https://delawarelive.com/bill-aims-to-reduce-regulatory-burden-on-small-businesses/
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BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Wilmington Brew Works Luau Punch declared 
‘Best Beer in Delaware’

It’s fruity, it’s sour, it’s the beer of the hour. Wilmington Brew Works‘ milkshake 
sour—Luau Punch—won the fan-favorite/best overall beer recognition at the 302 
Beer Drinkers Choice Awards. The brewery describes Luau Punch like this: “Surf ’s 
Up! Travel to the Hawaiian Islands, or just back to your childhood, with this nostal-
gic flavor. The only thing that’s missing is heaps of Red Dye #5! Fermented with 
Tropical Fruits amongst the ambiance of our own Brewhouse Luau.”

This is the second time Luau Punch has been declared Delaware’s Best Beer at the 
Choice Awards, which is hosted by Crooked Hammock Brewery.

Every brewery in the state was invited to compete in the event, which organizers 
said is known for its “sudsy silliness and refined debauchery.” Guests were able to 
vote online and democratically pick winners; of the people, by the people, for the 
people in the never-ending quest to crown “Delaware’s Best Beer.”

Winners include:
• Best Judge Costume: She Doesn’t Even Drink Beer (Inspired by Mean Girls)
• Best Brewery Costume: Mispillion River/Ghostbusters
• Best Brewery Booth: First State Brewing/Mad Scientists
•  Most Unique Beer: Ranch Water – Autumn Arch Beer Project (a blonde ale  

inspired by a popular tequila, lime, and soda concoction)
•  Fan Favorite/Best Overall: Wilmington Brew Works- Luau Punch (successfully 

defended its title after winning at the last Beer Drinkers Choice Awards event)

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://wilmingtonbrewworks.com/
https://crookedhammockbrewery.com/
https://delawarelive.com/wilmington-brew-works-luau-punch-declared-best-beer-in-delaware/
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Gov. John Carney will 
nominate a black lawyer 
to the Superior Court in 
New Castle County, one 

day after the first Black woman was confirmed for the 
U.S. Supreme Court.

Patricia A. Winston, a partner at Morris James in 
Wilmington since 2017, focused on a range of corporate 
and commercial issues. The Delaware Senate is expected 
to consider her nomination next month.

“Patricia has the experience and good judgment  
necessary to serve on the Superior Court,” Carney said in 
a press release. “I know she will serve our state well and 
look forward to the Senate considering her nomination.”

Winston has litigated breach of contract cases, fraud 
disputes, stockholder litigation and business dissolu-
tions. A University of Delaware graduate, she earned 
her Juris Doctor degree from Widener University School 
of Law, now the Delaware Law School, in 2008. She has 
worked at Morris James since 2008.

Her bio on the Morris James site says she’s argued  
cases in the Delaware Court of Chancery, the Delaware 
Superior Court’s Complex Commercial Litigation Divi-
sion and the Delaware District Court. It also said she is 

Carney NOMINATES Black 
woman to New Castle 
Superior Court
BY BETSY PRICE

the past chair of the Delaware State Bar Association’s 
Litigation Section and has held various offices in the 
DSBA’s Multicultural Judges and Lawyers’ Section.

She is on the executive committee of the National Bar 
Association’s Commercial Law Section and chair of the 
Continuing Legal Education Planning Committee for 
the Commercial Law Section’s Annual Corporate  
Counsel Conference. As chair, Winston and her  
committee are in charge of CLE programming for the 
annual Corporate Counsel Conference.

Winston also is a former executive board member of 
the Wilmington Chapter of The Links Inc., a service 
organization dedicated to enhancing the quality of life 
for the residents in the Wilmington community.

Her nomination for the court came a day after Judge 
Ketanji Brown Jackson became the first-ever Black 
woman confirmed to serve on the Supreme Court.

Chris Coffey, campaign manager for Citizens for a 
Pro-Business Delaware, seized on the opportunity to 
once again call on Carney to nominate a Black candi-
date for the vacant seat on the Chancery Court.

Reduce. Reuse. Repeat.
Kenny Family ShopRites of Delaware

care about the environment. Instead of using 
650K single-use plastic bags a week, our 

customers have helped us reduce our plastic 
waste to just 100,500 reusable bags a week! 

We look forward to continue lowering 
tthat number with our customersʼ support. 

Thank you for your commitment 
to reducing plastic waste in our community, 

making our world a cleaner, more 
beautiful place.

 

Follow us on social media
kennyfamilystores

@kennyfamstores

Join Our Team

At Kenny Family 
ShopRites of Delaware,
we’re a team.
We work hard, 
and we play hard.

And our employees 
enjoy a variety of benefits enjoy a variety of benefits 
and flexible schedules.

Apply today at
Shoprite.com/careers 

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/carney-appoints-black-woman-to-new-castle-superior-court/
http://kennyfamilystores.com/
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Paid leave bill to be walked 
through House committee

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

The bill to create a statewide paid family and medical 
leave program faced a slight hiccup on its journey to 
becoming law April 6.

The Healthy Delaware Families Act was the only bill 
to be considered by the 15-member House Health & 
Human Development Committee after passing along 
party lines in the Senate last month. 

Proponents continued to argue during the two-hour 
hearing that the bill is necessary for those workers 
whose jobs don’t or can’t pay wages during and after 
pregnancies, illnesses and major life events. 

Opponents fear that the cost will be too great for small 
businesses to absorb, especially given the challenges 
presented by the global pandemic.

The two-hour-long committee hearing concluded 
with a vote that revealed seven representatives in favor, 
five against and three absent. It needed eight votes in 

order to be released from the committee through  
normal channels.

The shortfall came because three members of the 
committee weren’t present. Rep. Nnamdi Chukwuocha, 
D-Wilmington, was attending a funeral. Rep. Sean Lynn, 
D-Dover, was sick. Rep. Rich Collins, R-Millsboro, was 
absent. Chukwuocha and Lynn are both co-sponsors of 
the bill and would have voted in favor had they been in 
attendance. 

“I am not going to let this bill languish in this  
committee when we have enough members to support 
its release who are not here because of unfortunate cir-
cumstances,” said Rep. David Bentz, D-Christiana, who 
chairs the Health & Human Development Committee. 

In order to move the legislation along, Bentz said he 
would “walk the bill.”

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
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If you harbored any fears that the elections of 2022 
would be a raging repeat, on a local level, of the chaos of 
2020, you’d be wrong. So far, 21 of Delaware’s 57 cities 
and towns have canceled elections because each candi-
date was unopposed. That includes Newark. When can-
didates run unopposed, so long as they meet all of the 
qualifications, they automatically assume office and the 
election is no longer necessary. 

elections CANCELLED after seats go 
unopposed
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Nine of Delaware’s municipalities already held their 
2022 elections, and eight do not have elections in 2022. 
Not all city and municipal elections are on the same 
day, but many are in April and May.

There are 11 towns that are still accepting candidates, 
and most require candidates to file this month.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
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http://www.wilmingtonfriends.org
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Padua students get hands-
on STEM experience at UD, 
Chemour labs

BY JAREK RUTZ

The engineering students of Padua Academy are making their ideas come to life 
through the engineering facilities and a 3D design lab at the University of Delaware. 

Two years ago, the all-girls school in Wilmington partnered with Chemours  
Discovery Hub at the University of Delaware STAR Campus in an effort to connect 
Padua’s students with industry experts. The young women are part of a Padua class 
called Discover Learning. It was created by Cheryl Szurkowski and Dr. Jenny  
Buckley, a UD associate professor in mechanical engineering, in 2020 to give the 
Padua students a better understanding of what engineering processes entail by  
providing real-life construction of products.

Chemours is a chemistry company based in Wilmington that spun off from the 
Dupont Co. It has said it plans to invest $50 million in STEM education and to fill 
50% of all its STEM positions globally with women.

The company’s 312,000-square-foot hub on the Star Campus features more than 
130 labs specializing in fluoroproducts, chemical solutions and titanium technologies. 
The facility is home to 330 of the company’s researchers and scientists, consolidating 
most of the company’s U.S. innovation efforts.

Through Discover Learning, freshmen and sophomores at Padua are assigned to 
create toy prototypes, which junior and seniors are assigned a task. The toys include 
simple machines. The students design and build them and then are asked to present 
their results to industry representatives, professors, judges and alumni. Presentations 
are given in December, with reps from the toy company Melissa & Doug in attendance.

“The students get really excited about the class, especially on the build days,” Szur-
kowski said. “There’s so many advanced tools in UD’s labs, and they’re like kids in a 
candy store.”

Maggie Morris, a student in the class, said that working at a college lab helps stu-
dents who want real-world engineering experience. “My favorite part of the class is 
the build day at UD,” she said, “We were able to use tools that we do not have in the 
classroom and receive help from professional engineers.” 

Szurkowski had been teaching a similar year-long engineering class using a Boston 
Museum of Science curriculum. What she really wanted, though, was a semester-long 
class so more students could participate. With the help of Buckley, the Discover 
Learning class was created. Since then, Szurkowski said enrollment in engineering 
classes has gone up and after taking the hands-on class, many of her students register 
for additional classes in the field. 

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
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reading bill sails 
through Senate, 
heads to House

BY JAREK RUTZ

A bill that requires the state to establish a curriculum 
aligned with the science of reading is on its way to the 
state House after being unanimously supported by all 
21 senators. Senate Bill 4, which passed out of the Senate 
Education Committee April 6, will now move to the 
House Education Committee.

Not only did all 21 senators vote to pass the bill, they 
all sponsored or co-sponsored the bill. 

During the April 7 session, Sen. Colin Bonini, R-Dover, 
shared a letter written by his wife, Melissa Harrington. 
She is a neuroscientist with a PhD in neurobiology from 
Stanford University—and she fully supports the legisla-
tion. Her letter said research shows our brains are hard-
wired for spoken language, but reading language is a 
relatively new phenomena in mankind’s existence. 

“The most effective way to teach children is to help 
their brain connect letters with the way they sound—
phonics,” Bonini read, “which then connects the words 
to brain systems for the coding of speech sounds, which 
the brain puts together to determine what the word 
means.”

If passed, SB 4 would require the Department of Edu-
cation to curate and maintain a list of recommended 
resources and materials related to the science of reading. 
By the 2027-28 school year, districts and charters would 
be required to create a curriculum from that list and 
make sure all reading teachers are trained to teach it.

Schools will be required to submit an annual report to 
the Department of Education about the implementation 
of their new curriculum. The department will be re-
sponsible for publishing a summary of these reports.

Sponsor Sen. Laura Sturgeon, D-Hockessin, said on the 
Senate floor April 7 that professional development is a 
crucial part to the implementation. The materials don’t 
mean much if teachers don’t know how to effectively 
use them, she said. The bill calls for around 10-20 hours 
of professional development to train reading teachers, 
depending on their familiarity with the material.

click here to read more
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Contentious right-to-know 
school bill likely to fail in 
committee

BY JAREK RUTZ

For a hot second, it looked like a bill that would re-
quire schools to tell the public exactly what materials 
are being used for teaching, among other things, was 
going to be released to the House floor.

After a contentious hearing in the House Education 
committee April 6 on House Bill 326, sponsored by Rep. 
Charles Postles, R-Milford, it looked like the committee 
votes were enough to send it through. Eight of those 
present voted for it and seven voted against what is be-
ing referred to as a parents’ right-to-know-bill. It would 
require teachers to publish a briefing of textbooks, re-
sources and other materials they are using an online 
portal that any member of the public can see. 

But the bill probably will not pass. 

Committee Chair Kimberly Williams, D-Newark, 
said the bill didn’t have enough votes to be released. 
House rules say that votes must be a majority of the 
committee—not just those present in hearings. 

Three of the 18-member committee—Rep. Nnamdi 
Chukwuocha, D-Wilmington; Rep. Sean Lynn, D- 
Dover and Rep. Stephanie Bolden, D-Wilmington—
were absent. Based on their voting records, the bill is 
likely to die in committee. The results of the vote were 
not posted as of late April 7 on the General Assembly 
website. 

It was the second time April 6 that a committee chair 
said a committee vote would not stand because the full 
committee needed to be consulted and counted.

The Paid Leave bill seemed to fail to pass the Health 
and Development Committee. Then Rep. David Bentz, 
D-Christiana, who chairs the committee, said he wouldn’t 
let the bill languish and would walk it to members who 
were absent for a vote. That bill, a Democrat darling,  
seemed likely to pass once three missing committee 
members voted.

Both committee chairs are relying on House Rule 35a, 
which requires a majority of the committee—not just 
those present—to vote to release a bill. It was unusual to 
see that cited, much less cited twice in one day. 

In the school bill hearing, Postles acknowledged that 
many of the things he wanted already exist, but said 
they need to be streamlined so that parents can have 
easy access to the information. While many hearing 
participants kept talking about parents, the bill would 
require the information to be available to any member 
of the public.

Postles said he wanted a “one-stop-shop” that would 
include:

• Course syllabi
•  A general description of the materials, textbooks 

and resources
•  A policy on how schools will communicate any vio-

lent occurrences in their building to parents
•  Health care services offered at the school as well as 

guardian consent instructions
Rep. Rich Collins, R-Millsboro, said schools should 

evolve like the Delaware General Assembly site has. It 
used to simply provide the bill text and the votes  
urrounding it. Today, it goes a lot further.

click here to read more
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Colleges ask for millions in state 
construction money

BY JAREK RUTZ

Three Delaware colleges and universities have asked 
the state for $120 million to fund construction of new 
buildings as well as deferred upkeep on older ones.

In testimony two weeks ago, the presidents of the  
University of Delaware, Delaware State University and 
Delaware Technical Community College asked the Joint 
Committee on Capital Improvement for money to take 
care of their campuses.

The committee creates the state Bond Bill, which  
includes money for new projects on a state and local 
level.The committee will discuss requests from many 
agencies to create the Bond Bill and then present it to 
the General Assembly in early June. Here’s what the 
schools asked for.

 University of Delaware
President Dennis Assanis requested $76.5 million in 

appropriations for three major projects at the university, 
including $20 million for deferred maintenance.

The project that will get the largest piece of that pie—
$50 million—is the $165 million Building X project, 
which will house labs and engineering facilities. Build-
ing X will replace the McKinley Lab, which is already 
being torn down. It will be an interdisciplinary facility 
organized around themes—human disease, neurosci-
ence and human behavior—rather than departments to 
encourage people to collaborate, Assanis said. 

Building X, which will likely be renamed upon con-
struction, will have four teaching labs that will serve 

click here to read more

more than 1,000 students per year. It will also be the 
workplace of 48 research scientists. The university put 
$41 million of its Federal American Rescue Plan Act 
money last year toward the building. “It’s a significant 
investment in the future of the university but also in the 
future of our entire state,” Assanis said.

Assanis also requested $6.5 million for a financial 
technology hub—also called FinTech—on the STAR 
campus. This money would help create state-of-the-art 
labs, which Assanis says will be critical to the state  
economy. 

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
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click here to read more

New CostAware site 
compares bills for state 
hospital services, stays

BY BETSY PRICE

A new state website compares the average costs for different kinds of services at 
Delaware hospitals, based on actual medical claims. But don’t get too excited about 
the comparisons on CostAware.

None of the information is tagged to a specific hospital, although in a few cases, it’s 
easy to guess which institution the information came from. Without any IDs, it’s 
hard for the average consumers to use the data to make decisions in their own lives.

Molly Magarik, secretary of the Department of Health and Social Services, said in 
a press release she hopes that information will be included in future versions of the 
website. That’s not mentioned on the brand-new site unveiled April 7.

In a Frequently Asked Questions section, one question asks, “Why can’t I see the 
names of hospitals or providers?” The answer said the point of the initial version is to 
increase transparency in the performance of the state health care system.

“It is anticipated that future versions of CostAware will include more detailed cost, 
utilization and quality information,” it says, but does not include revealing hospital 
names. The site also says it hopes to include hospitals in neighboring states. 

Created by the Department of Health and Social Services and Delaware Health Care 
Commission, CostAware compares costs for five kinds of care at six state hospital 
systems: cardiac procedures, C-section birth, emergency department visits, knee and 
hip replacement and vaginal delivery.

CostAware also shows info about the costs of a basic blood test, colonoscopy, doctor 
visits, hemoglobin A1c, head CT, lumbar spine MRI and screening mammography 
gleaned from five accountable care organizations. Those are groups of doctors, hos-
pitals and other health care providers who ban together, usually by institutional  
affiliation, to create right time, right place services that can earn them more Medicare 
bucks. The rates on the site are based on 2019 medical claims in the Delaware Health 
Care Claims Database and reflect the cost that consumers and their insurers actually 
paid for the care.

The site includes readmission and utilization rates, as well as patient satisfaction 
scores, from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. Each episode of care 
and service can be filtered further by the type of insurance: commercial, Medicare 
Advantage and Medicaid.

 “This kind of transparency and public awareness of health care spending is im-
portant for everyone in the system—consumers, health care providers, taxpayers, 
insurers and businesses,” Magarik said in the press release. “We all want good value for 
the health care dollars we do spend. CostAware offers a glimpse into the actual costs 
that Delawareans and their insurers are paying, and the quality measures associated 
with that care.”

The site also breaks down the average monthly cost of care for each member of an 
accountable care organization and the top procedures for several age and gender 
groups based on overall volume and dollar volume.

Work on comparing costs because in early 2020, when DHSS and the Delaware 
Health Care Commission began working with the Delaware Health Information 
Network to develop and implement various health care cost and quality analyses.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/new-costaware-site-compares-bills-for-state-hospital-services-stays/
https://costaware.dhss.delaware.gov/
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CLICK FOR week 3 top 10 rankings

BY JASON WINCHELL
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and a double, while Ally Marley had a key two-run single 
in the top of the sixth. Ashlyn Tapman was the winning 
pitcher recording five strikeouts. Kylee Hill had two hits 
and accounted for the only score for the Bulldogs with 
a home run. Hill also fanned eight Wildcat batters. Lau-
rel stands at 2-2 while Delmar is 1-2.

No. 3 Sussex Central was locked in a pitcher’s duel 
with Dover. McKenna Boyle’s two-out hit was the game- 
winner in the bottom of the eighth inning. Madge  
Layfield struck out 12 while allowing five hits for the 
win. Dover’s Alexis Dowdy was sharp in the circle, giv-
ing up four hits and striking out six. The Golden Knights 
have won five straight. It was the Senators’ first loss and 
they are knocking at our door to get into the top 10. 

No. 4 Appo improved to 6-0 with a 16-0 win over 
Delcastle as Savannah Laird and Ayla McCathern  
combined for the no-no. Hailey Watlington homered 
for the Jags. Appo also defeated seventh-ranked RLCA 
14-3 earlier this week. Laird set down 13 batters via 
strikeouts while Alexia Fitzgerald scored four times on 
three hits, Julia Weglarz added three hits and thre RBI, 
and Lily Papellas knocked in four on a two-hit perfor-
mance. The 4-1 Lions were led at the “dish” by Peyton 
Pusey with three hits.

Sixth-ranked DMA won 22-0 against FSMA as seven 
players had multiple hits. The next game for the SeaHawks 
was Saturday at Midway against No. 7 Red Lion Christian. 

No. 8 St. Mark’s blanked Conrad 5-0 as Ryleigh  
Thomas recorded a one-hitter, striking out 14 in the  

circle. Thomas also contributed offensively with two 
hits. The Red Wolves broke up the no-hitter with two 
outs in the seventh on a single by Bella McKee. 

No. 9 Middletown extended its win streak to five 
games with a 21-0 win over Newark. Reese Founds 
pitched a no hitter while Becca Maiorano had a four-hit 
day with four RBI.

To round out the recent top 10, No. 10 Smyrna won a 
“slugfest” against Polytech 11-10. The two teams com-
bined for 27 hits in the marathon. Polytech rallied from 
an 8-3 deficit to tie the game at 10-10 in the top of the 
seventh. The Eagles’ winning pitcher (Cimone Edge) 
drove in Gianna Duca in the bottom half of the seventh 
for the “walk-off” victory. Hailey McCutchan paced the 
Eagles with three RBI on three hits, while the Panthers 
were led at the plate by Karis Minner with three hits 
and five runs batted in. Smyrna improved to 4-1 with 
the win while Polytech is possibly the best 0-5 team in 
the state with close losses to No. 9 Middletown, current 
No. 2 Laurel and the Eagles.

In other games of note: Caesar Rodney is making a case 
to be in the top 10 as the Riders improved to 5-0 with a 
1-0 win over Lake and a 9-3 victory against Milford; 
Cape Henlopen evened its record at 2-2 with a 10-3 win 
over Sussex Tech; Newark Charter is now 4-1 with a 5-2 
win over conference rival Charter of Wilmington; and 
Archmere has won four straight (5-2 overall) with two 
shut-outs this week over A-I DuPont and MOT Charter. 

That’s it for this edition of “Inside The Circle”.

BY GLENN FRAZER

Top-ranked Caravel hasn’t played since defeating pre-
viously unbeaten Delmarva Christian 6-0 last Saturday. 
Caravel is 2-0 while the fifth-ranked Royals are 3-1.

No. 2 Laurel suffered a loss to unranked Delmar 3-1. 
The Wildcats were led by Josie Hollamon with two hits 

Inside The Circle: Softball Mid-Week ResultS
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BY NICK HALLIDAY

No. 4 Appoquinimink defeated No. 10 Red Lion 14-3 
on Wednesday thanks to an eight-run sixth inning. With 
a 6-2 lead the Jaguars sent 12 batters to the plate in the 
inning scoring the eight runs on five hits in the inning 
to solidify the win.

Julia Weglarz had two of her three hits in that inning 
helping the Lady Jags defeat Red Lion. Hailey Watlington, 
Olivia Marinucci, Lily Papellas, Brianna Russo, Alexa 
Fitzgerald, and Weglarz, all knocked in runs in the sixth. 

Fitzgerald led the Jaguars going three for three driving 
in a run and scoring four times in the game, but Appo-

Appo’s big inning downs Red Lion

quinimink got a hit from all nine starters in the game. 
Peyton Pusey led Red Lion as she collected three hits.

On the mound, Savannah Laird earned the win for 
Appoquinimink yielding three runs allowing five hits 
while striking out thirteen batters. 

Appoquinimink’s next game was Saturday as they 
hosted Charter School of Wilmington. Red Lion was on 
the road to play Delaware Military Saturday. 
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OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, October 18, 2021
10:00am - 1:00pm 

VIKING FOR A DAY
You are invited to feel the energy

of VKNation as a Viking for a Day.

Viking Visits begin October 4th.

HIGH SCHOOL
PLACEMENT TEST

November 13, 2021 8:30am
November 14   12:00pm
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As a locally-owned company, Delaware LIVE News takes pride in working 
alongside regional businesses to develop digital marketing campaigns, 
through our daily news platforms.

From large corporations like Christiana Care, Delaware Tech Community 
College, and Delaware Department of Health to small shops like Fur Baby 
Pet Resort, Dolce Coffee Shop, and Benvenuto Tuscan Restaurant, we 
customize each plan to optimize the needs of each of our marketing partners.

I would love the opportunity to meet with you for 10-15 minutes to see how 
we can help. You can click the link to set up a meeting with me in our virtual 
office: https://meetings.hubspot.com/shupe1

CEO, Bryan Shupe / 302-542-9231 / shupe@delawarelive.com
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