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Jonathan Starkey, Carney’s deputy chief of staff for 
communications, told Delaware/Town Square Live News 
that “the governor appreciates the dedication and  
sacrifices of Delaware’s child care professionals,” and that 
“we are committed to paying child care professionals a 
retention bonus.”

“We also know it’s important that Delaware establishes 
a registry of child care workers, which is a best practice 
we currently do not follow and that most other states 
have,” Starkey said. “As they register, DOE will be using 
ARPA child care stabilization funds to provide an up to 
$1,500 retention bonus to child care professionals.”

Carney did not indicate when he thinks the registry 
will be complete and payments will be able to be made. 

Child care workers still waiting 
for promised $1,500 state bonuses

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Three months after Delaware’s child care workers were 
promised direct financial relief in the form of $1,500  
individual payments, they haven’t received a cent. Those 
workers may not receive any money until as late as June 
because the state is constructing a new registry to track 
who’s working in child care centers throughout the state. 
That registry will also be used to distribute the payments.

Jamie Schneider, president of the Delaware Association 
for the Education of Young Children, said it’s “absolutely 
unacceptable to continue to hold funds that are desper-
ately needed by those who have worked in child care 
throughout the pandemic.” 

She thinks the state should have turned to community 
organizations like hers to help create the registry and  
distribute funds.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/child-care-workers-still-waiting-for-promised-1500-state-bonuses/
https://www.del-one.org/
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“This is not about whether masking is good or bad, or 
whether masks are even effective,” Lorrah said. “It is 
about following the rule of law.”

A spokesman for the governor’s office declined to 
comment Wednesday, saying, “We don’t have any com-
ment on this for now considering the active litigation.” 

Lorrah alleges that because the regulations were issued 
on an emergency basis, under the Administrative  
Procedures Act, or the APA, the regulations are only 
allowed to last up to 120 days followed by a 60-day  
extension. After that point, she says, regulations must 
go through a public process that includes opportunities 
for public review and comment.

Hockessin mom sues to end 
Carney’s school mask mandate

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

A Hockessin mother has filed a lawsuit in the Dela-
ware Court of Chancery challenging Gov. John Carney’s 
extension of the state’s school mask mandate.

The universal indoor mask mandate for the general 
public expired on Feb. 11 following a sharp decrease in 
cases since the height of the COVID-19 Omicron  
variant surge.

Although that mandate was lifted, Carney extended 
the mask requirement in public and private K-12 schools 
and child care facilities until March 31. 

Janice Lorrah, who has a 6-year-old daughter in first 
grade, believes the governor’s actions “violate state  
statutes and due process,” according to a press release 
shared Monday. 

click here to read more

HIGH SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, October 18, 2021
10:00am - 1:00pm 

VIKING FOR A DAY
You are invited to feel the energy

of VKNation as a Viking for a Day.

Viking Visits begin October 4th.

HIGH SCHOOL
PLACEMENT TEST

November 13, 2021 8:30am
November 14   12:00pm
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State Auditor Kathy McGuiness has been granted  
permission to hire outside counsel in her office’s ongoing 
subpoena case with the Department of Health and  
Social Services. Her office has been trying since May to 
get DHSS to hand over documents necessary to  
complete a performance audit of the agency’s Medicaid 
eligibility programs.

McGuiness says she’s faced obstacles while conduct-
ing audits that the previous auditor, Tom Wagner, who 
served from 1989 to 2019, didn’t.

“I took over after 30 years,” McGuiness said in an  
interview with Delaware/Town Square LIVE News. “The 
majority of people on this planet know it as one type of 

Carney allows McGuiness to hire 
outside lawyer for Medicaid audit

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

administration, so what I’ve had to do is come back in 
and say, this is an office, this is what we do—oh, and by 
the way, it changed from what we did five years ago. It’s 
not your grandma’s auditing office anymore.”

Apart from that, auditing practices, transparency 
rules and technology have all changed, she said, and 
some agencies may not be used to the type of oversight 
she says she’s trying to provide.

“Is it because of our age difference or gender differ-
ence,” she asked. “I have no idea. Or my personality or 
style? I really can’t speak to that. I just know there’s 
some differences.”

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/carney-allows-mcguiness-to-hire-outside-lawyer-for-medicaid-audit/
https://www.ursuline.org/admission/
https://delawarelive.com/advertise-with-us/
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Restaurants wrestle with pricing 
to cover industry cost hikes

BY PAM GEORGE

Since Valentine’s Day was on a Monday, many restau-
rants had four nights of solid reservations. The business 
was welcome, considering that most experienced a  
disastrous January due to mask mandates, bitterly cold 
weather and ailing staff.

But a boost in reservations is not enough to sustain an 
industry hit hard by the pandemic, staffing shortages, 
supply chain issues and soaring overhead prices. To put 
it simply: Restaurants are hurting.

Actual sales in 2022 are projected to remain below 
2019 levels in all major segments, from quick-serve  
eateries to full-service restaurants, according to the  
National Restaurant Association’s “The State of the 
Restaurant Industry 2022.”

Nationwide, more than 90% of operators say food 

costs are higher than before COVID-19; eight in 10  
report that labor costs are up. Both will continue to rise 
in 2022. “We’ve seen huge price increases,” said Scott 
Stein, who with chef Antimo DiMeo owns Bardea Food 
& Drink in downtown Wilmington. “Everyone we order 
from is having shortages, and we are paying a premium 
—everything we order is handpicked.”

This week, Bardea added a 5% surcharge to checks to 
help cover rising costs. The popular eatery, featured on 
the “Today Show,” is not the only restaurant getting  
creative to make ends meet.

The next 12 months will be a “fragile” time for the 
industry, said Carrie Leishman, president and CEO of 
the Delaware Restaurant Association. “You’re going to 
see a lot of different models out there,” she said.

A worldwide isssue
Price increases and supply chain issues affect most 

sectors, but unlike many industries, restaurants had a 
slim profit margin before COVID. On a good day, it was 
between 3% and 5%.

When restaurants were closed or limited to takeout, 
the Paycheck Protection Program kept Piccolina  
Toscana in Trolley Square and Brandywine Prime in 
Chadds Ford afloat, said owner Dan Butler. “I was 
thrilled with it,” he said.

But after the economy reopened, employees were slow 
to return to the hospitality industry, and that’s led to 
wage increases.

At Snuff Mill Restaurant, Butchery & Wine Bar in 
Brandywine Hundred, employees who work at least 33 
hours get health insurance, a gym membership and a 
monthly dinner out. And that’s just to start. “We have 
to be very competitive against people like Amazon,” 
said Bill Irvin, an owner.

Similarly, Bardea gives full-time employees two weeks 
of paid vacation each year, healthcare benefits and a 
401K.

The quick-service sector also has been impacted.  
According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, most fast-
food chains raised wages by up to 10%.

The supply chain is another significant thorn in 
restaurants’ sides. Paying 50 cents extra per pound of 
beef puts a severe dent on the bottom line, said Irvin. “It 
comes right out of our pocket; we’re absorbing those 
costs,” he said.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://restaurant.org/
https://www.bardeawilmington.com/
https://www.bardeawilmington.com/
https://www.delawarerestaurant.org/
https://www.piccolinatoscana.com/
https://www.piccolinatoscana.com/
http://www.brandywineprime.com/
https://www.snuffmillbutchery.com/
https://delawarelive.com/restaurants-wrestle-with-pricing-to-cover-industry-cost-hikes/
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Straight outta 
committee: Pot 
bill heads to 
House floor

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

The bill to legalize the sale and possession of marijuana in Delaware moved to the 
House floor Thursday after earning a stamp of approval from four members of the 
House Appropriations Committee. The bill was “walked through” the committee, 
meaning the majority of the committee’s members “signed the backer,” a document 
that releases the bill for further consideration without the need to actually convene a 
meeting.

State Reps. Bill Carson, D-Smyrna, David Bentz, D-Christiana, Stephanie Bolden, 
D-Wilmington East, and Kimberly Williams, D-Marshallton, all signed the backer. 
Neither Republican on the committee—Rep. Ruth Briggs King, R-Georgetown nor 
Rep. Kevin Hensley, R-Odessa—signed the backer. 

House Bill 350 is a reworked version of a previous attempt at marijuana legalization 
that would have required a ¾ vote of both the Senate and the House. By changing some 
of the previous bill’s financial imperatives, the new version will only require a 3/5  
majority—which Democrats alone have.

Walking the bill through the House Appropriations Committee wasn’t necessarily 
a political move designed to speed up approval without public input. Both Democrats 

and Republicans say the move wasn’t out of the ordinary because money for the last 
attempt has already been included in the current budget, and that’s the only reason 
for it to go through the Appropriations Committee. What they don’t agree on is 
whether it was the best way to move forward, given the controversial nature of the bill.

The role of the Appropriations Committee is to ensure any bill that includes a fiscal 
note—meaning it will cost the state money—is budgeted before being passed into 
law. Drew Volturo, communications director for the House Democratic Caucus,  
explained that by rule, any bill with a fiscal note above a certain amount is automat-
ically assigned to Appropriations after it has been released from the initial committee.” 

“In this case, HB 305 had a full public hearing with public testimony in the House 
Health & Human Development Committee, which considered the bill on its merits 
and released it,” Volturo said. 

“The funds for HB 150 (HB 305’s predecessor) already were allocated in the current 
operating budget,” he said. “The committee in the past has simply signed bills that 
are budgeted like this out of committee.”

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/recreational-marijuana-moves-one-step-closer-to-becoming-legal-in-de/
https://delawarelive.com/straight-outta-committee-pot-bill-heads-to-house-floor/
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Vials speak to 
first responders 
when you can’t

BY KEN MAMMARELLA

A refrigerator magnet and a filled-out piece of paper 
inside the fridge could be a lifesaver. They’re part of the 
Vial of Life, a program just launched by New Castle 
County.

“The Vial of Life is a simple tool that can be used during 
a medical emergency,” paramedic Christina Branca said 
in a YouTube video produced by the county.

“Its beauty is in its simplicity,” said Jay C. Patel, founder 
of Ivira Health, which donated 50,000 oversized pill 
bottles to hold the paperwork that speaks for someone 
who is unconscious or cannot articulate.

It’s about getting “all your pertinent information” in 
one spot, said Mark Logemann, chief of the county’s 
Emergency Medical Services Division.

The magnet alerts first responders that the paperwork 
is in a bottle inside the fridge, preferably on the door. 
On the form, residents should describe themselves, list 

their medications and medication allergies and check 
off 15 key medical conditions (and “other,” as needed”).

“It’s very important to know pre-existing conditions,” 
County Executive Matt Mayer said in announcing the 
program.

The vials—with the magnet and form— are available 
at county libraries and the New Castle County Public 
Safety building. They can also be requested by calling 
302-395-8184 or emailing vialoflife@newcastlede.gov.

Vial of Life, which stands for Lifesaving Information 
For Emergencies, is aimed at seniors and disabled  
residents, the county said, but it can also provide peace 
of mind to people who live alone—and families, friends 
and neighbors of people in those categories.

The concept is at least four decades old, with Vial of 
Livf saying that millions of vials have been distributed.

Some programs use clear plastic bags, rather than pill 
bottles. Some programs also recommend placing an 
identifying sticker on the front door or an adjacent  
window. It’s been promoted by governments, nonprofits 
and companies across the United States, and it’s spread 
to Canada, as well.

Cancer isn’t waiting 
for COVID-19 to be over.
One in three Delawareans will get cancer. 
Unfortunately, many have put off their cancer 
screenings in the past year. Screenings detect 
cancer early, when it’s most treatable. If 
you’ve skipped or canceled a screening due 
to the pandemic — for breast, cervical, colon, 
lung, or prostate cancer — don’t wait one 
more day. Call your health care provider to 
schedule your cancer screenings today.

If you don’t have a provider, we can help.  
If you are uninsured or underinsured,  
you may be eligible for free screenings.  
To learn more about eligibility requirements 
and recommended cancer screenings, 
and other information, please visit 
HealthyDelaware.org/Cancer.

To schedule your cancer screening by phone:

Call your health care provider, dial 2-1-1, 
or speak directly with a nurse navigator at 
the health system nearest you, below.

ChristianaCare: 302-216-3557
Bayhealth: 302-216-8328
Beebe Healthcare: 302-291-4380

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.nccde.org/360/Programs
https://www.newcastlede.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=2143
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Gxn-hIJ6TU
https://www.aarp.org/health/drugs-supplements/info-03-2010/vial-of-life.html
https://delawarelive.com/vials-speak-to-first-responders-when-you-cant/
https://www.healthydelaware.org/Individuals/Cancer?utm_campaign=Cancer&utm_medium=redirect&utm_source=vanity&utm_content=cancer&vp=cancer#cancer-types
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The paid family and medical leave bill expected to be 
considered by the General Assembly this year includes 
changes from the original proposal that the sponsor 
says reflect compromises with stakeholders.

The Healthy Delaware Families Act, more commonly 
referred to as the paid leave bill, would create a statewide 
insurance program to provide up to 80% of wages for 
eligible Delaware workers for up to 12 weeks per year for 
parental leave and six weeks over two years for caregiv-
ing and medical leave.

The bill, sponsored by Sen. Sarah McBride, D- 
Wilmington North, adjusts eligibility requirements 
such that employees may only qualify for paid leave  
after working for their employer for at least one year.

During that year of employment, the employee must 
have worked for that company for at least 1,250 hours. 
That equates to 31.25 forty-hour workweeks in a year. 

Paid leave bill is a product of 
compromise, sponsor says

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

That requirement is the same in the federal Family and 
Medical Leave Act, meaning that if an employee were to 
claim leave under the new state law after meeting those 
requirements, they would have been able to do so already 
under the federal law. The only difference is that under 
the state law, they will be able to be paid some or all of 
their wages for the duration of their leave. 

“In most other states, they’ve made this much more of 
a portable benefit,” said Secretary of Finance Rick 
Geisenberger during a press event hosted by the Delaware 
State Chamber of Commerce Wednesday.

If a “new person comes to work for you, they work for 
a few weeks, maybe a month or two, they tell you, ‘Oh, 
by the way, my wife’s having a child—give me 12 weeks.’ 
That’s not going to happen here,” Geisenberger said. 

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=79118
https://delawarelive.com/paid-leave-bill-is-a-product-of-compromise-sponsor-says-update/
http://lynmarbuilders.com
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The General Assembly’s budget-writing committee 
has launched a formal application process for non-profit 
community groups seeking capital grants through the 
Community Reinvestment Fund. 

The lack of a formal application process last year  
ignited debate amongst legislators, some of whom said the 
process lacked transparency, resulting in gentlemen’s 
agreements and pork-barrel spending.

The Community Reinvestment Fund is a capital 
grant program that allocates funds to be used for com-
munity redevelopment, revitalization and investment 
capital projects designed to improve the economic,  
cultural, historical, and recreational health of Delaware 
communities. The fund was supercharged last year with 
one-time allocations from federal COVID relief packages. 

Because those funds became available late in the leg-
islative session, “money from the fund was spread evenly 

click here to read more

State grants for non-profits now 
require formal application

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

among all 62 legislators to allocate to groups and local 
governments in their respective districts,” a press  
release from Bond Bill Committee co-chairs Sen. Nicole 
Poore, D-New Castle and Rep. Debra Heffernan, 
D-Bellefonte, said. 

In many cases, community group leaders simply 
reached out to legislators to submit their requests,  
meaning those with closer relationships to lawmakers 
or more general political awareness may have had an 
edge in receiving state grants.

Once allocated, each organization receiving funding 
would have ordinarily had its own line item within the 
bond bill so that in the event a legislator objects to  
particular recipients of funding, they could vote accord-
ingly.

WE’RE HERE  
because your child’s  

health matters.

PEDIATRICS
1-866-BAY-DOCS

BAYHEALTH PEDIATRICS, MILFORD

We’re parents too and we know your child’s 
health is a priority! Whether you have a 
newborn, toddler, or teen, we’re driven to 
give them the care they need. As moms we’re 
experts in TLC, as pediatricians, we’re experts 
in your child’s health and wellbeing. 

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/list-of-bond-bills-community-projects-still-unpublished/
https://delawarelive.com/list-of-bond-bills-community-projects-still-unpublished/
https://legis.delaware.gov/Committee/CapitalImprovement/CommunityRedevelopment-ReinvestmentFund
https://delawarelive.com/state-grants-for-non-profits-now-require-formal-application/
https://www.bayhealth.org/locations/pediatrics
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Attorney General Kathy Jennings on Feb. 16 an-
nounced 91 felony charges against five defendants ac-
cused of illegally purchasing more than 60 firearms for 
others. Two of the guns have already taken lives,  
Jennings said, including one in a Dover homicide and 
another in a New Castle County suicide. 

“Several more have been recovered in search warrants 
executed as far away as New York State but the vast  
majority remain unaccounted for,” she said during a 
press conference Feb. 16.

The attorney general said that while straw purchases 
can look like a minor act on the surface, “when someone 
purchases a gun, knowing they are giving it to an indi-
vidual prohibited from possessing that gun, they’re  
giving an instrument of death to another person and 
they will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.”

The charges and allegations are as follows:
State v. Keyon Eley
Between July 28, 2020, and March 16, 2021, Keyon 

Eley, an admitted member of the Piru 700 Blood gang, 
purchased 38 firearms from five different federal fire-
arms licenses in Sussex County. 

On Feb. 23, 2021, Laurel Police Department conducted 
a search warrant for drug activity and located gun  
boxes for two firearms that Eley purchased, along with 
a laundry hamper filled with various firearm magazines, 

Jennings: FIVE charged for buying 
guns for others
BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

ammunitions and two additional empty gun boxes for 
firearms not purchased by Eley. 

From May through September of the same year, local 
police in Baltimore, Dover, and West Chester County 
recovered firearms that were traced back to purchases 
Eley made.

Eley has relinquished two of the 38 firearms he  
purchased; the remaining 33 are still unaccounted for. 

Eley is charged with 36 counts of engaging in a fire-
arms transaction on behalf of another, each carrying a 
potential sentence of 0-5 years, and 29 counts of False 
Statement, each carrying a potential sentence of 0-2 
years.

State v. Karen Morris and Shane Willey
Between Aug. 7, 2021, and Oct. 26, 2021, Karen Mor-

ris purchased eight firearms, including six in the span of 
two days, from two federal firearms licenses. 

Following a Task Force investigation, Morris eventu-
ally admitted to purchasing all eight firearms for  
Jeremiah McDonald, who provided Morris the money 
for the guns. 

A search of Morris’ cell phone revealed several text 
messages regarding types of firearms and prices, as well 
as evidence that McDonald was supplying Morris with 
heroin. 

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/jennings-5-charged-for-buying-guns-for-others/
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A $350,000 television ad campaign featuring Martin 
Luther King III, the Rev. Al Sharpton and Newark  
Pastor Pastor Blaine Hackett will call for a Black judge 
to be appointed to Delaware’s Chancery Court.

The ad campaign, by Citizens for a Pro-Business  
Delaware, will be part of a $500,000 effort that will include 
print and digital ads that says there’s a movement  
building for justice, and that includes appointing Black 
judges. The business group is referring to a vacancy on 
the Chancery Court left when Vice Chancellor Joseph 
R. Slights’ retired recently.

If Gov. John Carney does appoint a Black judge, that 
person will not be the first Black Chancery judge.

Judge Tamika Montgomery-Reeves, who is Black, 
served on the court for four years before moving to the 
Delaware Supreme Court in 2019. She is the only Black 
person to have served on the court in its 320-year history.

A press release from the group said that the ad is part 

BY BETSY PRICE

click here to read more

of an advocacy push that also will include protests led 
by civil rights leaders and judicial watchdog groups in 
the coming weeks.

Efforts were unsuccessful Wednesday to reach court 
or Carney spokesman for immediate comment.

Citizens for a Pro-Business Delaware and its interest 
in Delaware courts rose in the wake of the Transperfect 
case before the Delaware Chancery Court.

In that case, the Shawe family that owned the language 
translation company were angry over the court’s order 
that it must be sold, which it was to owner Phil Shawe. 
The nonprofit was formed partly to draw attention to 
the forced sale of Transperfect, it admits.

Since then, members of the Shawe family and the  
Citizens for a Pro-Business Delaware have worked 
against Gov. John Carney’s election and been critical of 
Delaware courts in general and the Chancery Court 
specifically.

Business group 
launches campaign 
to see Black 
Chancery judge

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_vMvsfK1Y7E
https://delawarelive.com/business-group-launches-campaign-to-see-black-chancery-judge/
https://bit.ly/34swWML
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“Many female athletes have criticized athletic organi-
zations for allowing the practice, stating that they are at a 
significant physical disadvantage than their transgender 
female counterparts,” a press release announcing the 
bill says.

In a written statement, Richardson said he became 
alarmed after reading news reports concerning male 
athletes in female sports “simply because of how they 
identify.”

“I have heard from parents and athletes here in Dela-
ware that they, too, are concerned, especially as juniors 
and seniors wish to apply for academic scholarships that 
are largely based on performance achievements,” he said.

Sen. Sarah McBride, D-Wilmington North, is the first 
openly transgender state senator in the country and the 

Two Republican lawmakers have introduced legislation 
to prohibit Delaware students from playing on sports 
teams that do not correspond with the gender they were 
assigned at birth.

Senate Bill 227, sponsored by Sen. Bryant Richardson, 
R-Seaford, and Rep. Tim Dukes, R-Laurel, would require 
students to play according to the biological gender indi-
cated on their birth certificate or other government  
record if a birth certificate is unobtainable.

The bill, they say, comes in response to national head-
lines pertaining to transgender females participating in 
women’s sporting events. Controversy was ignited this 
winter when transgender University of Pennsylvania 
swimmer Lia Thomas handily beat her competition,  
setting off a national debate.

GOP legislators file bill to 
ban transgender girls on 
women’s teams

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

highest-ranking transgender elected official in United 
States history. She is also the chair of the Senate Health 
and Social Services Committee, the group that will be 
tasked with reviewing Senate Bill 227 before it can  
proceed to the full Senate.

With two Republicans and four Democrats on the 
committee, it’s highly unlikely the bill will be released 
to the Senate for a vote.

In a statement to Delaware/Town Square LIVE News, 
Scott Goss, communications director for the Senate 
Democratic Caucus, said McBride “believes Senate Bill 
227 is both a cruel and unnecessary piece of legislation 
specifically designed to harass and intimidate transgen-
der youth.”

“As with all legislation that comes before the Senate 
Health and Social Services Committee, Sen. McBride is 
committed to holding a hearing on the bill within 12 
legislative days, as required by the Senate rules,” Goss said.

Dukes called the bill a “matter of fairness.” 
“In order to continue the protections against discrim-

ination for female athletes, many of which have been 
achieved through the nearly 50-year-old Title IX federal 
statute, it’s important to enact this measure,” Dukes 
said. 

The bill, which would affect school districts, charter 
schools, Delaware Interscholastic Athletic Association 
member schools and institutions of higher education 
includes an exception that would allow female athletes 
to compete in male sports if a corresponding female 
sport is not available.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=79146
https://delawarelive.com/gop-legislators-file-bill-to-ban-transgender-girls-on-womens-teams/


GOVERNMENT

19

Thanks to American Rescue Plan Act bucks, the  
Selbyville Public Library will be able to build a new  
library and move out of the stately home in which it’s 
now housed.

Selbyville is one of nine Delaware libraries up and 
down the state that will share $40 million in American 
Rescue Plan Act funds, according to a press release from 
Gov. John Carney’s office. All of it will be used for new 
construction and improvements to existing structures.

The projects include:
• $7 million to the Selbyville Library for a new building
•  $5.6 million to the Harrington Library for a new 

building
•  $750,000 to the Lewes Public Library for a new out-

door pavilion
•  $900,000 to the Milford Public Library for updates 

to HVAC, filtration, and ventilation
•  $250,000 to the Georgetown Public Library for  

updates to HVAC, filtration, and ventilation
•  $7.8 million to the Friends of Duck Creek Regional 

Library to build an expanded library
•  $11 million to the North Wilmington Library for a 

new building
•  $4 million to the Newark Public Library for a new 

building

9 Delaware libraries to share $40 
million in Rescue Plan money
BY BETSY PRICE

•  $3 million to the Rehoboth Beach Public Library for 
upgrades

“Governor Carney’s strategic investment in libraries 
supports equity for communities throughout the state,” 
said Dr. Annie Norman, state librarian. “Delaware  
Libraries are shovel-ready to strengthen the social  
services infrastructure for digital equity, workforce  
development, and more statewide.”

Carney’s recommended Bond Bill for fiscal year 2023, 
which begins July 1, includes an additional $26.8  
million in state funding to match the federal funding 
for the five new libraries.

The American Rescue Plan Act Capital Relief Fund, 
was signed into law by President Joe Biden on March 11.

Capital Relief projects paid for under the Rescue Plan 
can only be used for projects that enable work, education 
and health monitoring. They also must respond to issues 
created or exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Delaware received $925 million in Rescue Plan money. 
The U.S. Department of the Treasury has approved  
Delaware’s plans to invest in libraries statewide, the 
press release said.

“Delaware’s libraries serve our communities with  
resources, collaboration and creativity,” Carney said. 
“Many of these investments are in our communities hit 
hardest by the COVID-19 pandemic. The COVID-19 
pandemic has reinforced the central role libraries serve 
in our communities as hubs for job training, employ-
ment searches, education, COVID-19 test kit distribu-
tions and vaccination sites. I want to thank the  
Congressional delegation for their advocacy and look 
forward to seeing significant results from these  
investments.”

Additional capital awards funded by ARPA will be 
announced soon, the press release said. To see what’s 
already been funded, go here.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/9-delaware-libraries-will-share-41-million-in-rescue-plan-money/
https://governor.delaware.gov/rescue-plan/
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click here to read more

Lawmakers have filed a package of bills in the General 
Assembly aimed at addressing Delawareans’ mental 
health issues.

House Bill 300, sponsored by House Majority Leader 
Valerie Longhurst, D-Delaware City, would create new 
positions for school counselors, social workers and school 

Three mental 
health bills 
filed in General 
Assembly

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

psychologists in all Delaware middle schools. Long-
hurst said in a press release that the state is in the midst 
of a mental health crisis that began well before the pan-
demic and has only accelerated in the past two years.

“Anyone who has paid attention to this issue should 
be alarmed at the especially brutal toll this crisis has 
taken on our children,” she said. “Teachers across the 
state are seeing it every day in their classrooms. So many 
of their students come to school with significant unmet 
needs that impact their ability to learn, such as hunger, 
homelessness, trauma, and other untreated mental 
health issues.”

She pointed to a study by the National Institute of 
Mental Health which found that one in five youth are 
affected by a mental health disorder, and untreated 
mental illness has been shown to lead to increased risk 
of dropout, homelessness, substance abuse, chronic ill-
nesses, incarceration and possibly suicide. 

The study found that students with access to mental 
health services in school-based health centers are 10 times 
more likely to seek care for mental health or substance 
abuse than youth without access.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/three-mental-health-bills-filed-in-general-assembly/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=79147
https://delawarelive.com/advertise-with-us/
https://mountaire.com/
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Phillie Phanatic celebrates 
reading with Ursuline 
students

BY SUSAN MONDAY

Ursuline Academy found a way to lure their youngest 
students away from screens during the cold, snowy 
month of January. The private school in Wilmington 
jumped at the chance to be part of “Snow Much Reading 
with the Phanatic,” just one piece of the Lower School’s 
multi-year literacy initiative.

Principal Samantha Varano says the goal is to “reignite 
a love for reading and writing” with a different campaign 
each month.

Varano says there was a decline in students’ reading 
ability when Ursuline went virtual during the early 
stages of the pandemic. She didn’t want to waste any 
time getting students back up to speed. 

In the fall, the school’s “One School, One Book”  
initiative asked all Lower School students and their 
families to read the same book, “The Water Horse.”

Varano says she was excited about a change of pace 
when the Phillies’ organization contacted the school.

Ursuline’s “Snow Much Reading” program was  
unveiled in early January 2022 with a billboard in  
the school’s lobby.

Here’s how it worked: For every 60 minutes a student 
spent reading, he or she would get a snowball posted  
on the billboard. Every Friday, the students would  
calculate how much they read on their log and submit 
their numbers.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/phillie-phanatic-celebrates-reading-with-ursuline-students/
https://furbabypetresort.com/
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A Republican State Representative plans to file a bill 
in the General Assembly to give parents a better idea of 
what their children are being taught, and how, in Dela-
ware schools. 

It comes as one Smyrna parent’s complaint about a 
sexually explicit required reading has been rapidly  
making the rounds on social media and local radio. 

The proposed bill, sponsored by Rep. Charlie Postles, 
R-Milford, is dubbed the “Delaware Education Right to 
Know Act” and says its aim is to build better relationships 
between parents, teachers and school officials.

The bill “is intended to increase educational transpar-
ency and build consensus among all the people with an 
interest in helping Delaware children succeed in the 
classroom,” Postles said in a written statement. 

“Teachers are trained professionals and need the freedom 
to effectively carry out their essential mission,” he con-
tinued. “At the same time, parents should have access to 

Proposed bill would allow 
public to see course outlines, 
materials

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

what their children are being taught as well as what  
policies schools have set on important issues. This bill is 
an attempt to reconcile these interests in a cooperative 
way.”

If passed, every public school, including charters, will 
be required to establish a web portal that gives not only 
parents but also the public access to the following infor-
mation:

•  Course syllabi or a written summary of each instruc-
tional course

•  A general description of instructional materials, 
textbooks and digital resources that educators plan 
to use

•  The school’s policy on how information is commu-
nicated to parents/guardians and other stakeholders 
about violent incidents taking place at the school

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/proposed-bill-would-allow-public-to-see-course-outlines-materials-update/
https://www.fseactionfund.org/
https://debreastcancer.org/programs/young-survivors-in-action/
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BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Twelve Republican state representatives on Feb. 15 
sent an open letter to Gov. John Carney asking that he 
reconsider mask mandates in state buildings and schools 
and stop advocating for COVID-19 booster shots.

They encouraged the Democratic governor to promptly 
end all pandemic-related restrictions, return state work-
ers to their normal places of employment, and “restore 
normality” for all Delawareans.

The legislators said that despite repeated requests, 
Carney has never publicly shared what COVID-19  
metrics he considers when making decisions about  
imposing mandates, or what standards need to be met 
to remove restrictions once they have been imposed.

Based on the latest data provided by the Department 
of Health and Social Services, more than two-thirds of 
Delaware’s population ages five and up have been fully 
vaccinated including nearly 77 percent of adults.

Republican lawmakers to 
Carney: ‘End the mandates, 
restore normality’

The lawmakers emphasized that those most at risk for 
serious consequences from COVID—senior citizens —
have a full-vaccination rate approaching 93 percent.

“Additionally, about a quarter of our population,  
including many individuals who chose not to be vacci-
nated, have had confirmed cases of COVID, providing 
some level of naturally-acquired immunity,” they wrote. 
“This does not count the untold thousands of Delawar-
eans who had asymptomatic cases of the virus that  
escaped detection.”

During Carney’s weekly COVID-19 briefing Feb. 15, 
he encouraged Delawareans to get vaccinated and 
boosted and said he hasn’t yet had a chance to read the 
Republicans’ letter.

“We’ve tried hard over the last two years to keep open 
lines of communications with all legislators, Democratic 
or Republican,” Carney said. “I’ll take a look at the letter 

and we’ll continue to work with members of the party 
on the other side to do the best for all Delawareans.

He noted that “when it comes to COVID, there’s no 
‘D’s or ‘R’s or ‘I’s. Everybody’s a Delawarean and we’re 
trying to protect each and every one.”

The letter was signed by Reps. Steve Smyk, Tim Dukes, 
Jesse Vanderwende, Mike Ramone, Danny Short, Mike 
Smith, Charles Postles, Jeff Spiegelman, Ruth Briggs 
King, Rich Collins, Ron Gray and Shannon Morris.

The Republican lawmakers pointed to a Jan. 19, 2022, 
article published in The Lancet, a medical journal, 
which suggests that the “transmission intensity of Omi-
cron is so high that policy actions [such as] increasing 
mask use, expanding vaccination coverage in people 
who have not been vaccinated, or delivering third doses 
of COVID-19 vaccines…will have limited impact on 
the course of the Omicron wave.”

That’s because the Institute for Health Metrics and 
Evaluation has found that increasing COVID-19  
vaccine boosters or vaccinating people who have not yet 
been vaccinated is “unlikely to have any substantial  
impact on the Omicron wave because by the time these 
interventions are scaled up the Omicron wave will be 
largely over.”

The letter notes that evidence suggests that the  
Omicron wave crested in Delaware in early January.

According to DHSS metrics, COVID hospitalizations, 
the percentage of positive tests, and the percentage of 
new cases have all trended downward over the last 
month, the letter says.

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/republican-lawmakers-to-carney-end-the-mandates-restore-normality/
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BY BETSY PRICE

As the number of new Omicron cases continues to drop 
in Delaware, Gov. John Carney said Feb. 15 he will once 
again suspend his weekly COVID-19 press briefings.

The state will, however, continue to push for residents 
to take vaccines and booster shots, which help reduce the 
severity of COVID cases and prevent hospitalization.

“Our numbers are dropping, dropping like a rock in 
terms of the number of positive cases and percent of tests 
that are positive,” Carney said at the end of Tuesday  
afternoon’s briefing. “We’re not where we want to be. 
We’ve still got a little ways to go there. We’ve also got 
some work to do with our school superintendents and 
school staff and school boards over this month and next 
month until the end of March.”

The statistics Carney presented at the meeting showed 
Delaware is down to 305.6 new cases a day, on a seven-day 
average. That’s well below the 3,000 new cases a day a 
month ago, and one year ago it was 343. The percentage 
of posting tests has dropped to 8.8%, down from 30% 
and higher. Hospital rates have dropped from a high in 
the 700s to 190, with 11 people in critical conditions.

click here to read more

Carney ends 
weekly COVID 
briefings, but not 
vaccine, booster 
push

Carney dropped his universal indoor mask mandate 
for the public Feb. 18, and school mask mandates are set 
to end March 31.

Molly Magarik, secretary of the Delaware Department 
of Health and Human Services, which includes the Divi-
sion of Public Health, said that one reason masks will 
stay on in schools is to allow districts time to vaccinate 
more students before the masks come on.

She said that parents who were on the fence about  
vaccines may have chosen to rely on the protection of 
masking while watching how the pediatric vaccine  
rollout went.

Now, with millions of children vaccinated across the 
country, “the safety data is clear and with the mass  
mandate pending, this is really the perfect time, and we 
do urge everyone whose children have not yet been  
vaccinated, to please do so.”

That doesn’t mean all schools will drop their own local 
mask mandates, said Dr. Mark Holodick, the new secre-
tary of the Delaware Department of Education. OB-GYN &  

FAMILY MEDICINE 
1-866-BAY-DOCS

I’M KANDIS SAMUELS-
LEUTZINGER, MD, MPH 

Caring for families has always been my 
passion. In addition to treating patients of  
all ages, my expertise in OB-GYN, prenatal 
care and deliveries means I can provide all 
the care needed for mothers and the youngest 
ones in your family. I’m here to bring better 
health for you and your loved ones.

 CLICK HERE   to learn more.

I’M HERE  
to care for  
your growing 
family.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/carney-ends-weekly-covid-19-briefings-but-not-vaccine-booster-push/
https://www.bayhealth.org/find-a-doctor/kandis-k-samuelsleutzinger
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The Delmar Wildcats broke open a one-possession game in the final 2:15 of 
Friday night’s boys basketball game, winning 59-47 at Lake Forest on Senior 
Night for the Spartans. The Wildcats converted nine of 11 attempts at the free 
throw line in that final 2:15 while holding Lake scoreless. 

The two Henlopen South teams traded baskets in the opening quarter as there 
were seven lead changes. Delmar held a lead of 18-17 after one period and opened 
up a six-point advantage at the half, leading 28-22. Sophomore guard Takai Hugee 
led the ‘Cats with 13 points in the half, with back-to-back threes in the first eight 
minutes. 

Lake came out of the locker room inspired and cut the Delmar lead to one point 
on a basket by senior Jalen Morris to make the score 32-31, then tied the game at 
33-all on a pair of foul shots by Jackson Starkey. The Spartans took their first lead 
since the opening quarter thanks to two more free throws from Starkey at 39-38 
with 2:28 left in the third. That’s when Hugee picked up his fourth personal foul 
and sat out until late in the game. With 13 seconds to go in the third period, Del-
mar’s Gage Wintermoyer drained a long-range jumper to give his team a 43-41 
lead going into the final eight minutes.

Neither team scored until 4:28 to go in the game when Jaylin Warner made two 
foul shots. Just 17 seconds later, Wintermoyer hit another shot beyond the arc to push the Wildcat lead to 48-41. 
Undaunted, Lake cut the deficit to three points on baskets by Starkey and Calif Spencer with 2:15 left, but that’s as 
close as it would get as Hugee and Emanuel Ortiz re-entered the game, each with four personal fouls. Delmar out-
scored the Spartans 9-2 to finish the game and spoil Senior Night for Lake.

Hugee paced Delmar with 21 points (four three-pointers) while sitting out almost 8 minutes. Davin Chandler 
chipped in with 15 points, while Wintermoyer added eight. The ‘Cats improved to 11-7 overall (6-7 Henlopen 
South) and have one game remaining in the regular season before the playoff field is announced.

The Spartans were led by Jackson Starkey with 20 points (3-threes) as he was a perfect 7 of 7 from the line. Senior 
Jalen Morris grabbed a plethora of offensive rebounds in his final game on the Lake court. Lake falls to 6-11 (4-10 
Henlopen South).

Reduce. Reuse. Repeat.
Kenny Family ShopRites of Delaware

care about the environment. Instead of using 
650K single-use plastic bags a week, our 

customers have helped us reduce our plastic 
waste to just 100,500 reusable bags a week! 

We look forward to continue lowering 
tthat number with our customersʼ support. 

Thank you for your commitment 
to reducing plastic waste in our community, 

making our world a cleaner, more 
beautiful place.

 

Follow us on social media
kennyfamilystores

@kennyfamstores

Join Our Team

At Kenny Family 
ShopRites of Delaware,
we’re a team.
We work hard, 
and we play hard.

And our employees 
enjoy a variety of benefits enjoy a variety of benefits 
and flexible schedules.

Apply today at
Shoprite.com/careers 

Delmar spoils senior night at Lake
BY NICK HALLIDAY
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Atlantic 10 women’s basketball teams are based in 
eight states and Washington, D.C. They include David-
son College, the University of Dayton, Duquesne  
University, Fordham University, George Mason  
University, The George Washington University, La Salle 
University, the University of Massachusetts, the  
University of Rhode Island, University of Richmond,  
St. Bonaventure University, Saint Joseph’s University, 
Saint Louis University and Virginia Commonwealth 
University.

Four of the student-athletes participating in this year’s 
championship come from Wilmington, including  
Michelle Kozicki from La Salle University, Ber’nyah 
Mayo and Stefanie Kulesza from the University of  
Massachusetts, and Yanni Hendley from the University 

Wilmington to host A-10 
women’s basketball 
championship

BY CHARLIE MEGGINSON

Wilmington will host the Atlantic 10 Conference 
women’s basketball championship at the Chase Field-
house between March 2 and March 6. The 2022  
championship will mark the first time in six years 
during which all 14 Atlantic 10 Conference teams will 
compete under one roof.

“This is also an important year for women’s collegiate 
sports, as 2022 marks the 50th anniversary of Title IX,” 
event organizers said in a press release Thursday.

Because Delaware does not have a team in the Atlantic 
10 Conference, the Chase Fieldhouse represents a neu-
tral site. The 2022 championship will be only the eighth 
time in the conference’s 40-year history that the event is 
held at such a location. For the last three seasons, it has 
been held at member institutions’ campuses.

of Rhode Island.
“We’re ready to roll out the red carpet for everyone 

associated with the Atlantic 10 championship,” said 
Wilmington Mayor Mike Purzycki in the press release. 
“The entire community has come together to ensure 
that these student-athletes, their coaches, their parents 
and all the other fans feel right at home here.”

As of now, all fans and game staff are required to wear 
a mask while inside Chase Fieldhouse, except while  
actively eating or drinking.

Last October, the Atlantic 10 Conference signed a 
three-year agreement with BPG|SPORTS, the company 
that operates Chase Fieldhouse, making this the highest- 
profile basketball championship to come to the city in 
recent memory. According to event organizers, it’s  
anticipated that this year’s event will bring 1,500 hotel 
room nights to New Castle County.

“We are unbelievably honored to be selected to host 
the Atlantic 10 Women’s Championship,” said BPG| 
SPORTS president Rob Buccini. 

“This opportunity allows us to not only host the  
highest level of collegiate basketball but also gives us 
the ability to showcase the city to the students and fans,” 
he continued. “We understand the prestige the number 
of institutions brings to this tournament, and we are 
excited to host each one.”

The Atlantic 10 Conference’s Women’s Basketball 
Championship will tip off with all 14 schools competing 
in a first round on Wednesday, March 2, followed by 
four second-round games on Thursday, March 3. Four 
quarter final games will take place on Friday, March 4. 

click here to read more

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/wilmington-to-host-a-10-womens-basketball-championship-2/
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Alex McEvoy won a technical fall for Caesar Rodney 
at 106 pounds and Cole Moffett won a 6-4 decision over 
Max Meadows at 113. Baker ended the match with a pin 
at 120 pounds.

“It feels amazing, it really does,” Mattioni said.

Cape Henlopen 
wins division I 
title with a 
victory over 
Caesar Rodney
BY BENNY MITCHELL

Saturday’s matches at the DIAA Dual Meet State 
Championships didn’t exactly follow the blueprint for 
Cape Henlopen head coach Chris Mattioni, but the  
Vikings were able to find pins in other weight classes to 
bring home the Division I state championship.

“When you have a guy winning a match and then get 
pinned others have to step up and get a bonus point here 
and a bonus point there to make it up, that’s what is 
great about the dual meet format,” Mattioni said.

In the championship match the Vikings got pins from 
Josh Wright (126), C.J. Fritchman (160), Alex Taylor 
(182), Lucas Ruppert (285) and Holt Baker (120) as Cape 
Henlopen defeated Caesar Rodney 43-26.

Wright started the match with a pin for the Vikings, 
but the Riders M’Ja Smith answered with a 17-5 major 
decision at 132 pounds. Cameron Cataldi then won a 
technical fall at 138 pounds as Caesar Rodney took a 
9-6 lead.

Cape Henlopen took the next five bouts. Andrew 
Schaen won a major decision at 145 pounds and Mikey 

Frederick won a technical fall at 152 pounds. Fritchman 
recorded his pin at 160 pounds, Carson Kammerer won 
with a technical fall at 170 pounds and Alex Taylor fin-
ished the run with a pin at 182 extending the Vikings 
lead to 31-9.

Shamar Nelson got the Riders back in the win column 
with a pin at 195 pounds. At 220 pounds Josh Dyer 
scored an upset over top ranked Dalton Deevey with a 
7-5 decision to cut the Cape Henlopen lead to 31-18.

Ruppert’s pin put the match out of reach for Cape 
Henlopen as they took a 37-18 lead.

https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLIVENews/
https://www.instagram.com/delaware.live/
https://delawarelive.com/cape-henlopen-wins-first-ever-division-i-wrestling-title/
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As a locally-owned company, Delaware LIVE News takes pride in working 
alongside regional businesses to develop digital marketing campaigns, 
through our daily news platforms.

From large corporations like Christiana Care, Delaware Tech Community 
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